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Torres Straits— Death of a jailor at Sea—Bay of BaUvia— Mr. Med- 
hurst. Missionary in Java — Chinese in Batavia — Malays — Hospital- 
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June 29. This day we have completed the intricate and 
dangerous part of the navigation of Torres Straits, winding 
between New Holland and New Guinea on the north. We 
record the date of this event, on our voyage, because we feel 
that we have been continually delivered from hindrances 
and difficulties, seen and unseen, in the way, which might 
have proved destructive to the vessel or fatal to ourselves, 
under circumstances less favorable than those which, by 
order of a gracious Providence, have made our four days* 
passage (coming to anchor every evening) about a hundre^d 
and fiifty miles in length, among sunken rocks, coral islands, 
shoals and reefs, delightful by day and secure by night. 
This was the more remarkable, as there were two other ships 
(the Hercules and the Asia) in company with ours, and no 
damage has been suffered by either, nor any delay occasioned, 
except in a single instance, when the Asia ran aground, but 
was got off in the course of half an hour. We are now 
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14 DEATH OF A SAILOR. 

eighteen days at sea, from Sydney, and have had none but 
pleasant weather. The open ocean once again before us, 
we cheerfully commit ourselves to Him whom winds and 
waves obey, desiring only to be prospered as we trust we are 
sincerely endeavoring to do /bis *' business,'' and not our own,' 
in the mighty waters. ' 

July 6. S. lat. 9*» 62', E. long. 128*» SCV. This morning 
a signal was made by the Hercules for the surgeon, who 
sailed with us, to come with assistance immediately wanted. 
A sailor had fallen from the fore-tops upon the deck, and 
fractured his skull. Mr. Bell, the surgeon, lost no time in 
going on board that vessel, but before he had reached it the 
unfortunate sufferer was dead. He was said to be the best 
man of the crew. At twelve o'clock, at noon, his body was 
committed to the deep. This circumstance threw a melan- 
choly gloom over the whole of our little fleet ; the three ships 
of which were sailing together within a furlong of each 
other, iii a silencQ quite unconcerted, but so inevitable and 
affecting, that the recollection still brings the burden and 
shade of that interval over our spirits. We (the deputation) 
were peculiarly touched, at once with glowing gratitude and 
humble awe, by the consideration that this was the first 
death, in our presence, by one of those accidents which daily 
expose mariners to sudden destruction, since we left our na- 
tive country four years ago, during which we have sailed 
thousands and tens of thousands of miles, in all weathers 
and in almost all climates. 

July 17. Without any fiirther occurrence necessary to be 
mentioned, we came into the Bay of Batavia this evening. 
As we doubled the Madura-point, or the extremity of land 
on the eastern quarter, we were struck with the magnificent 
picture presented to our eyes — a long range of lofty moun- 
tains inland; thick forest-jungles, stretching down to the 
edge of the water ; on the one side many small islands, with 
beacons upon them ; and in the middle distance the broad 
plain between the shore and the high grounds on which the 
city of Batavia stands. It was so late before we came to 
anchor, that we could not reach the usual station, where from 
fifty to sixty ships, of many sizes, and from various countries, 
were reposing on the tide, at the distance of four or five 
miles from us. Besides these the harbor was thronged with 
barges, boats, and other small craft, some of very outlandish 
appearance to us, who have yet seen little of Oriental ship- 
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BATAVIA. 15 

ping. Four huge Chinese junks particularly attracted our v 
notice, and perfectly agreed with all our preconceived ideas 
concerning the " Celestial Empire." Every thing Chinese 
bears such characteristic marks of the country and the people 
to which it belongs, that, from a ship to a tea-cup, you can 
scarcely be mistaken in guessing whence it comes. 

July 18. We came to the regular anchoring-place at 
noon, near two massy piers, formed of piles and planks, that 
run about three-quarters of a mile each into the bay, receiving 
between them, as a channel, the waters of a considerable 
river, which here disembogues itself. The current is strong, 
and of a muddy red color. Up and down this stream many 
small vessels were plying, and there appeared- about the whole 
scene an' air of business, and an activity of intercourse, 
which we had not witnessed since we left the Thames. 

We were received by the resident missionary of the Lon- 
don Society here, Mr. Medhurst, with great cordiality. Know- 
ing that our stay must be short, we took an early opportunity 
of walking through the various quarters of this great city, 
which every where bears evidence of extensive commercial 
enterprise and traffic to distant lands. Two considerable 
rivers meeting here, canals have been made to branch forth 
from them in different directions, to ventilate and cleanse 
the place ; and down each of the two principal streets a 
channel has been formed, of depth sufficient for barges to 
pass to and fro upon it. Trees are planted, at equal dis- 
tances, on the banks. Many of the houses are large, and 
sumptuous in appearance, having been constructed in the 
grotesque Dutch style. Most of them are now converted 
into stores for merchandize, of which immense quantities are 
laid up in them. These mansions were formerly the dwell- 
ings of the principal Dutch families, but have been deserted 
on account of the frequent fevers to which a thick-peopled 
town, in the torrid zone, and standing in the midst of a pro- 
digious swamp, is subject. The merchants — ^and the mer- 
chants here, like those of Tyre, "are princes" — have found 
both healthy and pleasant situations for villas in the neigh- 
borhood, within four or five miles of this itietropoHs of Dutch 
India. Batavia is regularly built; the streets cross each 
other at right angles, and are of suitable width, well paved, 
and having broad footpaths of granite, or tiles, on each side ; 
the carriage-way between is gravelled. 

There is a portion, however, of the city,- strongly con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 CHINESE IN BATAYIA. 

trasted with the European parts, inhabited solely by Chinese, 
and caUcd their camp. These foreigners live generally in 
small low houses, to each of which is attached a shop, with 
all manner of wares, drugs, fruits, &c. &c. exposed for sale 
both within and without. In every shop, opposite to the front 
door, is an idol, painted on paper — a fat, squat old man, a fiery 
flying dragon, a monstrous fish, or soihe horrible figure ; be- 
fore which is placed a petty altar — a little pot, containing 
fragrant gums, or sticks of sandal wood, which are kept con- 
tinually burning. The ashes are carefully preserved, and 
accumulate in the vessel, till one^or apother of the family is 
going on a jodrney or a voyage, when a handful is taken out 
of the precious deposit, and thrown upon the road, or the 
water, to make the way safe, and the adventure pro^>erous. 
Mr. Med hurst conversed from door to door with many of these 
people, in , their own language. They were exceedingly 
courteous, and offered us tea and tobacco from time to time^ 
The tea is prepared in porcelain pots, holding about a pint 
each, and dealt out in very small cups, without any addition 
of sugar or cream. In one of these shops we found a famous 
quack-doctor, who tramps about town and country, hawking 
his nbstrums. He attracts company by beating a drum which 
he carries with him, made of a bamboo, five feet in length, 
which he striktes alternately with a fan and with his fist ; pro- 
ducing no very warlike sounds. Attached to this dull drum 
is a large flag, which he flings over his shoulder, and dis- 
plays at his back, having penciled upon it, in Chinese char- 
acters, the marvellous cures which his various lotions and 
pills have performed. This fellow is called a fool ; he may 
be one, but there are fools enough beside to be delighted with 
his drollery, and taken with his pretensions, so that he lives 
well and thrives on his physic, whatever his patients may do. 
We next visited: a Chinese temple, where idol-worship is 
occasionally performed. It stands within an inclosure of 
high brick walls, and consists of various compartments, quite 
open to the air on one side. Before these are placed tables 
for altars, behind which are various groups of images, of 
many sizes, shapes, and colors; some gilt, others plain; many 
adorned with fantastic trappings of tinsel, &c. ; while sweet 
odors and sandal-wood are kept burning in their presence. 
Transparent lanterns are also suspended at suitable places. 
We were allowed to walk through the sanctuaries, and even 
handle the idols as we pleased, though several of the attend- 
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ants were at work in the court-yard. While conversing with 
a priest, he said to us, " Don't you think I am a very good 
man ?" " Why should we think so ?" was our reply. " Be- 
cause," said he, '' I am so very tall." 

Chinese men are seen every where carrying on their shoul- 
ders a kind of apparatus, which serves many useful purposes. 
At the end of a bamboo a square cage-lik^ frame, aboot 
eighteen inches each way, is suspended, in which is kept a 
pot for cooking their food, or boiling water in it to make^a. 
At the other end of the bamboo there is a similar cage, con- 
taining provisions, or articles which they have to sell. These 
they place in the street, under the shadow of a tree, and are 
at once at home wherever they happen to rest — tent, kitchen, 
and shop, being thus over their head, and on either hand. 
There are said to be fifty thousand of these peq>le here, who 
are distinguished, not only by the peculiar cast of their 
countenances, but by long plaited taib dangling &om the 
back of their heads. 

The Malays are nearly as numerous as the Chinese. They 
are, however, very differently occupied, being employed by 
the Dutch and English inhabitants in all kinds of drudgery. 
Many are porters, others domestic servants, and some of them 
artizans, jobbing in carpenters' and blacksmiths' work, d&c. 
Their wages are very low, and they are altogether a ^rvile 
race. In featui^s and form they much resemble the South 
Sea Islanders, who are probably descended from the remote 
ancestors of these degraded beings. 

July 19. We have been much gratified to find here an 
hospital, erected expressly for the benefit of the Chinese and 
Malays, tt is a noble building, and of considerable extent. 
On one side are apartments for lunatics, containing forty-three 
cells, but not yet completed. We saw many of the sick and 
diseased patients, of whom no small proportion were afflicted 
with leprosy in all its loathsome forms, maiming, mutilating, 
devouring alive, its miserable victims. The accommodations 
-appeared exceedingly comfortable, and the medical attend- 
ants are the best that can be procured. It is a beautiful and 
affecting circumstance, that this blessed institution should be 
supported by an " orphan fund," from the unclaimed property 
of persons dying without will, and without heirs. >Yet what 
a train of melancholy thoughts are awakened by a few mo- 
ments' reflection on such a subject in this world of wo and 
death! 

2» 
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18 TRAYELLINO IN JAVA. 

At Mr. Medhurst's city-apartments, a considerable number 
of ailins persons are in the habit of coming to him for pro- 
fessiond advice and assistance, which he kmdly administers. 
To-day there were twelve poor men and boys present, with 
sores on different parts of their bodies. Having first em- 
braced the opportunity of giving them spiritual instructions, 
and praying with them, according to his practice, he caused 
all their wounds to be dressed. 

July 20. Having procured ponies, we set off in a small 
four-wheeled carriage for Baitenzorg, a village thirty-six miles 
fl-om Batavia, to pay our respects to the governor of Java, 
. baron Vander Capellan. His Excellency, last week, had 
appointed an interview with Mr. Medhurst, to converse with 
him on the subject of the, Chinese version of the Scriptures. 
The road runs nearly south from Batavia, 4s excellently 
formed, and about thirty feet wide, with alowHrim fence on 
each side. This is called the gentlemen's road, there being 
on either hand another, for broad and narroW-wheeled car- 
riages respectively. The way, for the most part, lies through 
a level country, of a deep-red alluvial soil, very fruitful and- 
well cultivated. Many handsome villas, and comfortable 
farm-houses are seen, amidst gardens, plantations, and inclo- 
sures, to the distance of six or seven miles from the city. 
Most of the trees with which we had become familiar in the 
South Sea Islands thrive here, besides the teak, tamarind, 
and others, valuable for their timber or their fruit, and highly 
ornamental by their breadth and luxuriance of foliage. Paddy- 
fields (or rice-grounds) frequently occur along the line of our 
day's journey, on the slopes of the hills, terrace above ter- 
race. The young plants are, at this time, about six inches 
in height, and the whole surface of each ridge, on which 
they grow, is irrigated to the depth of an inch above the 
root. ^ 

Every six miles we stopped to change horses, relays being, 
at stages of that length, expressly maintained for such ac- 
commodation to travellers. Over the road where this opera- 
tion is performed, a high shed, with a thatched roof is carried, 
of sufiicient length for two carriages to stand, under it at 
once. These coverings are deemed necessary for the pro- 
tection both of passengers and the cattle that draw their 
vehicles, fi-om the intense heat of the sun. The stables ad- 
jacent are neat erections, with boarded floors ; open on each 
side ; and having a partition down the middle, separating the 
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wliole into two stands for the ponies, which are placed head 
towards head, on either side of it. None but horse-ponies 
are used here in travelling-carriages, it being deemed disrep- 
utable for any but the poorest pe(^le to employ mares, and 
those principally in the interior, where multitudes of these 
animals are bred. They are exceedingly active and vigor- 
ous : four of them easily drew us at the rate of nine miles 
an hour. Very few large horses are seen in Java, except 
those kept by the governor. We met ot passed many carts 
and carriages of rude construction, drawn by buffaloes of 
great size, with enormous horns. We observe that the bam- 
boo is one of the most useful products of the soil. It grows 
to a prodigious height and compass, and furnishes the prime 
material for the walls, raflers, and even the thatchihg for 
houses ; it is manufactured into doors, window-frames, lat- 
tice-work, skreens, floor-mats, tables, chairs, d^., 6lc, 

We reached Baitenzorg in the evening, and took up our 
quarters at an excellent inn there, which is under the control 
as well as patronage of the governor, who thus considerably 
secures good accommodation and courteous behavior to 
travellers and visitors. On our arrival we found a considera- 
ble difference of temperature between this village and Bata^ 
via, the thermometer being as low as 75°, and the aur very 
agreeable. 

July 21. We took an early walk round the gardens and 
pleasure grounds of the governor's palace, which is a large 
and sumptuous white building, in the Dutch style, forming a 
crescent, and surrounded by piazzas. The little park is laid 
out with much taste ; beautifully diversified with hill and 
dale, wood and water. The plantations consist of a great 
variety of curious indigenous and foreign trees and shrubs, 
each of which is labelled with its name. On the lake are 
seen both black and white swans ; and in proper cages, near 
the house, are kept wild native animals, such as the black 
bear, several kinds of monkeys, the sbth, tiger, and fox, a 
gigantic vulture, a bqa-constrictor, and another snake, 
each of enormous size, alligators, &>c. There are likewise 
aviaries occupied by many rare ana splendid birds, which are 
placed in various parts of the grounds. But the most re* 
markable curiosities preserved here, are sundry huge images, 
carved out of black lava, with considerable dexterity of hand. 
These are of great antiquity, and evidently of Hindoo origin 
and workmanship, being representatioi^j of certain divinities 
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of that people. They were dug up, some years ago, in this 
island, from an old mass of ruins, which probably had been a 
temple. We found a «mall coin lying upon one of them, 
which some humble devotee had left in token of recognition 
that these were gods to him, whatever he might be to them, 
who knew neither of his existence nor their own. 

Being afterwards introduced to the governor, who behaved ' 
to us with perfect courtesy, and entertained us hospitably, we 
' availed ourselves of the opportunity, as representatives qf the 
London Society, to return the thanks that were due to him 
for his uniform kindness to our missionary, Mr. Medhurst. 
His Excellency, who speaks English well, made many intelli- 
gent iilquiries respecting the islands in the Pacific, which we 
had lately visited ; and he seemed much gratified with the ac- 
counts which we were enabled to give him respecting their 
improvement in all the arts and comforts of life, which, but 
for the gospel, itself the greatest of all benefits, they might 
never have known. 

In this village there is a street nearly a mile long, inhabit- 
ed solely by Chinese. We called at several of their houses, 
and found in each an idol of some kind. That t^hich most 
surprised us was a French engraving of the emperor Napo- 
leon Buonaparte, in a gilt firame, before which incense was 
burning ; and the old man, to whom the picture belonged, in 
our presence paid it divine honors, bowing himself in various 
antic attitudes, and offering a prayer for blessings upon him- 
self and his family. When we asked him why he worship- 
ped that as a god, which came from Europe, and not fi'om his 
own country, he frankly replied^ "Oh, we worship any 
thing!" In this street are two temples, one a decent build- 
ing under repair, the other an open shed on a little mound, 
consisting of a slight square roof, supported by feur pillars. 
In this sanctuary are several misshapen stones, planted on 
their ends, to which prayers are daily made by beings (in 
that respect) as stupid as themselves. A cocoa-nut shell was 
placed in the midst of these blocks, containing some small 
offerings. We visited two other edifices of similar construc- 
tion, and consecrated to gods of the same material as these, — 
namely, rude upright stones, which, it seems, the rude Ma- 
lays worship with not less devotion than the shrewd Chinese. 
Behind one of these idolatrous seats, we observed the wreck 
of an enormous tree, hollow and rotten within, and measur- 
ing ninety-three feet in' girth towards the root. The other 
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temple gives the name of batu4uKs or engraven stone, to the 
neighborhood, from the incomprehensible divinity which it in- 
closes, — ^namely, a triangular stone, about six feet high, in- 
scribed with characters which neither native nor European 
has yet been able to decipher. These have been conjectured 
to be unique specimens of the obsolete Shtnda writing. 

July 22. On our way back to Batavia we turned about 
four mHes out of the main road, at the third stage, to see a 
Christian village, called Depock, inhabited by a race of Mi^ 
lay Protestants, now amounting to a hundred and eighty per- 
sons, of all ages. About a century since, a Dutch gentle- 
ifian, the owner of this village, and also of a number of slaves, 
offered to give the latter not only their freedom but the estate 
which they pccupied, and secure the same to their descend- 
ants, if they would embrace the Christian religion. They 
agreed to this extraordinary proposal, and he fulfilled his 
promise. Their posterity enjoy the inheritance — and w<»- 
thily enjoy it, we may say ; for certainly they are a reformed, 
if not a pious, class of their uncultivated countrymen. Their 
houses and grounds were comfortable and cleanly. There is 
a little chapel in this pretty village, where Mr. Medhurst oc- 
casionally preaches. In the school-house we found a Malay 
version of the Psalms, adapted to music ; also several excel- 
lent forms of prayer, and catechisms. Most of the children, 
thirty-nine in number, are well acquainted with the latter, 
and are duly taught the former. The whole sequestered 
nook is inclosed with, large umbrageous trees, of various 
^ kinds; and, amidst the unpenetrated pagan darkness, and 
the more bewildering Mahommedan mists, which overspread 
the noble island of Java, there is light — ^it may be but a little, 
yet there is some of the true light, in the habitations of this 
Christian Goshen. 

July 24. (Lord's day.) Mr. Tyerman preached in the 
forenoon, in the missionary chapel here.' Between forty and 
fifty English were present, all of whom came in carriages to 
the door. This is considered a large congregation. In the 
afternoon we attended the Dutch church, in which service is 
performed by a Dutch minister in the language of the' Malays. 
There might be a hundred of these peq>le, professing Chris- 
tianity, present; they behaved well, and Uicir appearance 
was far more respectable than that of their wild countrymen 
in general. Mr. Medhurst preached also in the Malay at this 
chapel, in the evening ; but in consequence of a heavy fall 
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of rain, the audience was small. — Throughout the city the 
population was all in motion, ds though there were no Sab- 
bathj and no eternity. Business, folly, pleasure, are pursued 
as on other days, both by Dutch and English, in the streets 
here, or at their villas in the country, where hunting, shoot- 
ing, and field recreations are considered no violations of de- 
corum. Oh ! what a contrast between this proud, rich, popu- 
lous city, and the poor, humble, happy islands of the South 
Sea, on that day which leads man to " the end of all things," 
and antedates, to him who duly considers this, the blessed- 
ness of heaven. 

July 26. Having consigned the principal part of our lug- 
gage, which had not been removed fi-om the ship, to Singa- 
pore, we set out on an expedition to Samarang, which lies 
nearly four hundred miles eastward fi-om Batavia. The 
whole economy of posting being in the hands of government, 
. travelling is accomplished with comparatively little inconve- 
nience, and no unnecessary delay. The stages for changing 
horses (ponies) are at regular intervals, six miles asunder ; 
and where, in the mountainous regions, the strength of these 
is not sufficient to draw the carriages, buffaloes are attached, 
in addition to them, without increased expense. The ponies 
occasionally took us at the rate of firom ten to twelve miles in 
the hour, on level ground. 

July 30. We arrived safely at Samarang. We shall not 
attempt to give any topographical description of the country 
through which we journeyed thus hastily. Most of the way 
was upon well-constructed roads, across plains, valleys, 
mountains, swamps, jungles, and rivers. Several very con- 
siderable towns are. passed through on this line of road. 
Among these may be mentioned Cheanjor, the rei^dence of 
a Javanese prince, who, with his subjects (and, indeed, the 
bulk of the native population of the whole island,) are Ma- 
hommedans. We >vere introduced to his Highness, who re- 
ceived us very graciously ; and when we gave him (through 
Mr. Medhurst) some accpunt of our visit to the South Sea, he 
expressed himself as being much gratified to hear the strange 
tidings of whgle nations throwing away their idols, and con- 
senting to worship the one true &od. We were entertained 
with cigars and sweetmeats ; after which tea was also served 
to the company present. The prince, who appears to be 
about forty-five years old, was dressed after the Turkish cos- 
tame. His palace, in extent, if not in splendor, is truly Ori- 
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ental. Apartment beyond apartment (the doors being in a 
line and open) stretched in perspective to the length of at 
least a furlong, with lateral chambers diverging on either 
hand. The room in which we had our aucSence was very 
^acious, surrounded with tables, chairs, and sofas, the floor 
covered with mats, and the sides almost quite open. The 
town is estimated to contain ten thousand inhabitants ; the 
houses and shops are generally decent and cleanly. A stream 
of fresh water is conducted down each side of every street, so 
that the dwellings are abundantly supplied with that prime 
element of health and comfort in a torrid clime. The Dutch 
local governor is brother to the governor-general, baron Van- 
der Capellan. 

In leaving Cheanjor, we arrived upon the brink of a for- 
midable ravine, down which the carriage was conveyed by 
men in front guiding its course, while others behind prevent- 
ed it fi-om rushing on too precipitately, by holding ropes fas- 
tened to the frame-work. It was then drawn across a hang- 
ing-bridge, over a deep gully, through which a great force of 
water runs, furiously roaring and foaming below. The road 
on the opposite side of the ravine being as steep as that which 
we had descended, the carriage was dragged up to the height 
by four buffaloes. The hanging-bridges, which are not un- 
common here, though very, rough work to the eye, are con- 
structed with much ingenuity. Three long and strong spars, 
about a yard asunder, are firmly planted on the opposite sides 
of the stream. These are so placed, slopingly, as to meet 
at the tops, where they are lashed together. From the sides 
of the pointed arch, thus formed, other spars are let down, by 
which the bridge of planks is suspended, with bamboo fences, 
split bamboo floor, and a thatched awning over the whole. 
These light fabrics trembled through every fibre of all their 
frames (we might say) when our carriage was whirled along 
them; but we never feared nor met with an accident. 

In one place we had to pass over a floating-bridge, the 
nature of the ground not allowing a suspension one. A rafl 
of bamboos is formed, with a platform of the same upon it, 
over which a carriage may be drawn. This, being laid upon 
the water, rises and falls with the flood, and is kept in its 
place by rattan-ropes, the thickness of strong ship-cordage. 
A bundle of these is stretched from one side of the river to 
the other, where each end is made fast. Ropes of the same 
texture are then attached both to this transverse cable of rat^ 
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tan and to the raft, so as to prevent the latter from being 
drifted down the current, which is sometimes very broad and 
rapid, as in one of our crossings, where the stream was 
seventy yards wide. At Korausambourg we were ferried 
across the river on a raft made of five canoes lashed 
together. 

Near the town of Banda several volcanic mountains rose 
upon the horizon, of such elevation that clouds generally 
rested on their summits. Bejrond Sumadang our route lay 
frequently through thick jungles, the haunts of tigers, as we 
were from time to time reminded by the traps set for them on 
the way-side, or by the cries of the kids which are placed as 
live baits in these. Stems of trees are laid on each other 
horizontally, forming a recess within, ten or twelve feet long 
by four or five broad, and as many high ; at one end a strong 
door is made to slide down at the pressure of his foot on some . 
wicker-work beyond, and cut off the animal's retreat, when 
it has entered to seize its prey— ^as some kinds of rat-traps 
are constructed in England. The kid is secured at the ftir- 
ther end, beyond the tiger's grasp. We were happily pre- 
served from danger from any of these ferocious creatures. 

At the village of Cheribon, where we entered a Chinese 
house, and saw no idol, neither image nor picture, with in- 
cense burning before it, we inquired the reason, when we 
were told that there had just been a death in the family, and 
the god had been removed, that he might not be offended 
with the sight of so disgusting an object as a dead body. In 
several groves near the same village were cemeteries, in 
which the graves, by {he neatness of their external structure, 
showed extraordinary respect on the part of survivors towards 
their deceased relatives. , Some were overbuilt with masonry, 
in five or six courses, narrowing to the height, like steps, and 
surmounted by coffin-shaped ornaments at either end. Others 
had blocks of wood, simply or curiously carved, set up at the 
head and the feet. These were native sepulchres. In the 
neighborhood we found a Chinese burial-ground also — a gen- 
tly sloping bank-side — ift which the dormitories of the dead 
were excavated, in rows, with an opening into each like the 
mouth of an oven, which is compactly closed, and colored 
white. These people are very superstitious respecting the 
sites in which they deposit the relics of their friends, imagin- 
ing that the future prosperity of their families depends upon 
the lucky choice of them. To secure such an advantage 
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they will often consult such crafty knares as, under one name 
or another, are found in all countries, who cast nativities, teH 
fortunes, recover lost goo^s, and do every thing that nobody 
else can do. The following marvellous story was toljl to Mr. 
Medhurst as a fact, by a Chinese, who solemnly believed it 
A young man, at his death, having left a/father and several 
brothers behind, whose suc^ss in after life was to be deter- 
mined by the hazard of his interment in good ground, one 
of these wise men was applied to for advice. He, being prc^ 
erly feed, pointed out a spot, which he charged them to keep 
closed upon the dead youth for seven years, at the expiration 
of which, if they opened it, they would find in it a ftdl-formed 
-dragon, the emblem of the highest honors and riches that 
they could desire, either for themselves or their posterity. 
Five or six years afterwards the father fell dangerously iU, 
and as no means employed ta relieve him were of ai^y avail, 
the family concluded that there must be something unlucky 
in the place pf his son's burial. They, therefore, asked his 
permission to open it. "No, no," cried the old man; 
'* rather let me die, than break the charm and destroy the 
future hopes of my children." But, agonized with disease, 
and harassed by their importunity, he at length yielded to 
their wishes. The vault was opened — when lo! to their 
utter consternation, they found the dragon so nearly perfected, 
that he only wanted one leg and half his tail. In an instant 
the fortunes of all were ruined ; for the spell not being 
completed, left nothing but dust and disappointment when it 
was violated. 

While our horses were changing at a place called Pama- 
lang, we heard music in a neighboring house, and ventured 
to go in, observing that it belonged to a Chinese. The owner 
had been ill, and vowed that, if his god would heal him, he 
would make a great feast for his friends. He recovered, a^d, 
giving his god credit for the cure, the man was now perform- 
ing his vow ; and the feast had already been kept up with 
due merriment for three days. We were welcomed with 
great hospitality, and invited to partake of the dainties pro- 
vided on the occasion, and with which the tables were abun- 
. dantly furnished. Tea, spirits, and sweetmeats were cordially 
offered to us. The house was crowded with revellers. Some 
of these were playing at cards and other games on the floor, 
fill two Javanese dancing-girls made their entry, and began 
to skip about, and exhibit all the accomplishments of that 
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art, in which their hands, their arms, and their very fingers, 
had as umch employment as their feet. Their voices, also, 
occasionally screamed betw^n, in short, broken sentences, 
challenging and answering each other, while they kept time 
to the noise of seventeen /instruments, on which as many 
skilful musiciansi were playing in concert, and producing 
sounds far more melodious tha% the notes of the dancers. 
We lefl them as we- found them — as happy as mere animal 
exhilaration could make those who had forgot yesterday and 
thought not of to-morrow. 

The rice-fields being greatly infested with birds, we were 
much amused with an ingenious method, which obtains here, 
of teaching the pretty marauders to keep their distance. In 
the middle of an extensive ground a small shed is raised upon 
bamboos, to the height of about ten or twelve feet. In this 
watch-tower a man takes his station, holding in both of his 
hands the ends of forty or fifty strings, which diverge in all 
directions, to the extremity of the preserve, where each is so 
fastened at the other end as to leave a slack length between. 
When, therefore, the watcher perceives the birds about to 
alight on any particular spot, he has merely to shake the line 
which runs towards that quarter, and the enemy are instantly 
put to flight. 

Buffaloes are used throughout this island for all kinds of 
hard labor to which their strength can be applied. They 
appear to be very docile, and little boys easily manage them. 
When the day's work is over, they are unyoked, and allowed 
to swim in a pond or deep pool to cleanse and reinvigorale 
their weary limbs. This luxury the poor animals love to in- 
dulge in to the very tips of their muzzles, keeping their 
bodies completely under water, except at those breathing- 
places^ while the lads themselves, enjoying the cool element, 
continue to sit on their backs till they are sufficiently re- 
freshed, when they patiently submit to be guided home for 
the night. 

July 31. (Lord's day.) Mr. Brockner, a Baptist mission- 
ary here, at Samarang, (formerly of our Society,) accompa- 
nied us to the Dutch church. The congregation might 
amount to three hundred persons, of whom the women sat 
in the middle of the church, before the pulpit, in full dress, 
and without bonnets ; while the men occupied the galleries 
and the side seats beneath them. After the sermon, two 
children, were baptized, and a couple of young people were 
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married. The lady came from her seat, and the gentleman 
from his, and met in front of the pulpit, from which the cere- 
monial forms were read. The bridegroom and bride gave each 
other the right hand, in presence of the whole congregation, 
and then returned to the respective places whence they had 
risen. All these services were conducted with appropriate 
solemnity. We afterwards lepaired to Mr. Brockner's bouse, 
to attend a prayer-meeting for the universal diffusion of the 
gospel throughout this island, and all the dark regions of the 
earth. Mr. Brockner formerly resided in this city, and still 
continues occasionally to do the work of an evangelist in it; 
but he lives priifl^ipally at Salatega, a town about forty miles 
distant from Samarang, where, under many difficulties and 
discouragements, he occupies himself in visiting the people 
from house to house, and, wherever he can find an open door 
or an open ear, announcing the message of salvation. Alas ! 
it is to be feared that as yet all hearts are closed against it. 
Towards evening we accompanied Mr. Medhurst into the 
Chinese camp (quarter), to converse with such as would 
hearken respecting the religion of Jesus. We met with ten 
or twelve priests at their temple. These are distinguished 
by having their heads entirely shaven ; otherwise they wear 
the ordinary dress of their countrymen. Their superstition 
requires that they should remain in celibacy as their brethren 
do in their own land ; but here they take the liberty to marry. 
They were very friendly towards us, though they regard^ 
the words of eternal life but as the wind blowing where it 
listeth, and passing them by, who neither knew nor cared 
whence it came or whither it went. While we were taking 
a social refreshment of tea with them, a strange kind of liz- 
ard suddenly uttered a loud noise from theroof of the temple, 
and presently made its appearance among the timbers. The 
priests were transported, and said that this was a lucky omen ; 
for we were good men, and the god, being pleased with our 
visit to his temple, had told the lizard to come and show it^ 
self as his messenger. Would God that our coming might 
have been an omen of destruction to that and every other 
temple and idol of the kind ! At nightfall the priests lighted 
up many lanterns in the place ; and sticks of sandal-wood, 
about the thickness and length of a knitting-needle, were 
fired before each of the several images that formed the court 
of the presiding idol here. 

Aug. 3. After having inspected the various pubHc institu- 
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tions, schools, hospitals, d&c. at Samarang, on the preceding 
days, we set out this afternoon for Solo, a hundred miles off, 
in a south-east direction. This part of the island has been 
much distracted lately, in consequence of a dispute between 
the Dutch government and a native prince who was disposed 
to resist its authority. We have been warned that the road 
is still infested with banditti ; ))ut, deeming it our duty, as 
far as may be prudent, to see for ourselves the extfent and 
circumstances of this vast uncultivated field of paganism and 
Mahommedan error, that we may judge how far attempts 
may be made to introduce the gospel among its multifarious 
population, we determined to proceed till me had stronger 
reasons for fear, accompanied by an official guide, whom the 
governor was so polite as to appoint to us. We were lodged 
and entertained with the most frank hospitality by Mas Reo 
Singuorano, head man of the village of Boeilale, a Mahom- 
medan. Here w^ felt ourselves under the protecting provi- 
dence of God, on the declivity of a volcano, great part of this 
village being built upon lava, in the middle of a country 
where civil war was raging-»— military preparations were going 
on around — ^robbers were prowling about — and the inhabit- 
ants were keeping watch all night, to repel aggression upon 
their families and their property. But we remained in peace. 
The city of Jockcock, the second in Java, is the centre of 
the present rebellion. The sultan is a child, and it is said 
that his two guardians, in his name, have excited commotion, 
for the perfidious purpose of finding, in the course of popular 
excess, some pretext for dispossessing him of his rights, and 
seizing the local government for themselves. 

Our host, among other rarities in his possession, with pe« 
culiar pride and pleasure showed us his criss, or family dag- 
ger, which he assured us was three hundred years old. This, 
as well as the points of his spears, arrows, and other weapons 
of war, were poisoned so inveterately, according to his ac- 
count, that no length of time could wear out their deadly 
virulence, killing with a scratch almost as surely as with a 
deep wound. He says that this pestiferous contagion is com- 
municated to them by the heads of venomous serpents, crushed 
and laid upon the steel till they become putrid ; after which, 
by some acid, the malignant matter is irremediably fixed 
there. When the servants of this grandee presented any 
thing to him, it was upon their bended knee, and with most 
humiliating deference. The distinctions of rank in Java are 



• digitized by 



Google 



DESCaiPTION OF SOLO. 39 

rigidly observed. Sovereign princes, we are told, always 
speak to their subjects in the same language, but they, ac- 
cording to their situations in life, reply in different dialects ; 
probably this may mean no more than such etiquette in speech 
as prevails between superiors and inferiors in Europe. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Arriyal at Solo — Description of that City — ^Elnormous Cannon — ^Empe- 
ror going to the Mosque — Deputation introduced to the Emperor — 
Ceremonies and Amusements in the Palace — Sumptuous Repast — 
" God save the King** — Reflections— Samarang — A Cavern — A Grot- 
to — Cheanjor^Upas-tree—Retum to Batavia — ^An Incident — Mr. 
Deenng — Coffin-dealers— Javanese New Testament— Chinese School 
^-Oi:igin and Progress of an Insurrection — Idol Temple — Mahomme- 
dan Superstition--Chinese Block-printing — Rice-food — Chinese Fes- 
tival — A peculiar Village — ^The Javanese and their Masters — EInglish 
highly esteemed — Feeble Effects of Religion in Java — ^Tradition re- 
specting Budhu. 

Aug. 5. We reached Solo in safety, guarded, however, 
from otir last station by five horse-soldiers, and accompanied 
by five travellers, who availed themselves of the escort This 
city stands in the midst of a fertile plain, and is watered by 
a noble river flowing through it. The population is reckoned 
at a hundred thousand, of whom there are said to be not 
more than five hundred Europeans, nearly all Dutch. There 
is a large fort belonging to these in the centre of the town, 
surrounded with a wet moat, having four draw-bridges, and 
mounting fifly cannon. 

Adjacent to this is the residence of the personage who 
bears the title of emperor — a very equivocal one, while for- 
eigners are masters of the whole of his dominions, either by 
sovereignty or influence; Many of the native chiefs we have 
observed on horseback, or in gorgeous carriages, in the 
streets, with their trains of servants on foot ; one carrying his 
lord's betel-box, another his spitting-dish, another a superb 
umbrella over his head — his personal dignity being signified 
by the color of the latter, or the metal of the former. 

We found here Mr. William Stavers, brother to captain 
Stavers, of the Tuscan, with whom we came out from Eng- 
land. He was very courteous to us, and conducted us to the 
imperial palace, into the apartments of which, however, we 
were not permitted to enter, but were allowed to drive round 
3* 
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the courts. In the first of these are two cannons of vast 
magnitude; the one measuring eighteen feet, and having 
thirteen and a half inches calibre ; the other is somewhat 
less. They are of brass, with a Javanese inscription on each. 
Near these are two other pieces of ordnance : thes^ are iron, 
and of equal length, but smaller bore. Hard by are the dens 
of three royal tigers, fine, ferocious animals, deserving the 
name which they bear, as the brute representatives of eastern 
despots, bloodthirsting and untamable. In another court a 
small square roof, or canopy, projects from the adjacent wall, 
and under it are two flat stones, on which the emperor's 
throne is fixed on public occasions. Near this is a railed 
platform, sufficiently elevated to allow his majesty to witness 
occasional fights of wild beasts in the yard. In another court 
is the greatest curiosity in the empire, if it be not belied. 
This is the sacred cannon, raised upon a stone pedestal, cov- 
ered with rich silk, and wreathed with perennial garlands^ of 
flowers that never die, though it cannot be said that they 
never fade, being artificial, and very pretty for the work of 
mortal hands. This marvellous piece, on a certain occasion, 
is said to have discharged itself, without even being loaded, by 
which feat it killed a whole gang of traitors at once, who 
were twenty miles off; but what is more extraordinary still, 
if our memory and our information be correct, the ball, when 
it had done this notable e)ceCution, returned to i^ts place in 
the gun. We are not bound to reconcile the two ends of 
this story ; but, »o doubt, the one is as true as the other, 
though in palpable contradiction. 

Aug. 5. We had an opportunity of seeing the emperot 
on his way to. the mosque. He rode in a magnificent car- 
riage, preceded and followed by a large retinue of servants 
and soldiers, with flags flying and instruments of music 
sounding. A younger brother alighted first from the chariot, 
bearing a golden spitting-dish before him. His majesty, who 
is a graceful youth, about eighteen years of age, was dressed 
in loose black robes, flowing down to his feet, which were 
without stockings, and sandalled. He walked ^ith much 
dignity, bearing a sword, with a golden scabbard, in his 
right hand. We were not permitted to enter the inosque 
while the royal worshippers were there, though we had seen 
the interior yesterday. The place for service is a hundred 
and twenty feet square, besides a spacious veranda all round 
it ; and beyond this there is a broad moat, in which dievotees 
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wash their feet before they tread the holy place. We ob» 
senred nothing particular within, except an immense drum 
suspended, for what purpose we did not learn. In the front 
court of the palace, opposite to this mosque, criminals are 
usually executed. Murderers there suffer the same kind of 
death as they have inflicted, and are shot, speared, or other- 
wise dispatched, according to circumstances. 

In the evening we were sumptuously entertained by the 
resident governor and general de Kock. A large party of 
civil and military gentlemen and their ladies Were present, 
all of whom appeared interested in the missionary intelli- 
gence which we gave them. 

Aug. 6. Having expressed a desire to be introduced to 
' the emperor, at the governor's table last night, his Excellen- 
cy procured us that honor, this morning ; himself, general 
de Kock, and other distinguished officers, all in carriages, 
accompanying us. Alighting at the first court belonging to 
the royal residence, we walked through that and two beyond, 
which were thronged with thousands of spectators — ^11 kept 
in perfect order by native soldiers on duty. In the fourth 
anid centre court, where the palace stands, the military pre 
sented arms, and let fall their colors, in honor of the gor- 
emor and the general, under whose convoy we were admitted. 
The people were all sitting cross-legged, having their persons, 
in^ general, uncovered as low as the chest. We found the 
emperor in this fourth quadrangle, enthroned on a stone 
platform which was raised four steps from the ground, and 
supported by piUars, low and open on all sides. As we ap- 
proached the presence, his majesty rose up, and adva;iced to 
the margin of the platform, where he took the hands of gen- 
eral de Kock and the governor, and bowed graciously to 
the rest of us, who were in their train. Greneral de Kock, 
as deputy governor of the whole Dutch possessions in Java, 
was placed in a chair of state, on the emperor's right hand, 
and the resident local governor io ap ordinary one on his 
left. Three rows of chairs were -ranged on each side, in 
front of these, to accommodate the Dutch officers and our- 
selves, on the right, and the native courtiers and nobility on 
the left. The emperor wore a black vest, cjose at the neck, 
and reaching to the waist; below which a Javanese cloth, 
dark brown, spotted with white, descended to the mid-leg ; 
his stockings were light-colored, and his shoes black, with 
gold buckles. He had on bis head a conic-shaped hat. 
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without brim, of a chocolate color, and encircled with bands. 
The only extraneous ornaments about the royal person were 
three brilliant sters of jewel-work upon his breast. The 
throne was nearly four feet square, covered with yellow silk, 
and splendidly fringed and flowered with gold ; the legs also 
appeared burnished gold ; and the height convenient for sit- 
ting upright, which his majesty did with great dignity, though 
there were neither elbows nor back to rest upon* A sword 
in a gold scabbard lay at his side, and a superb criss hung 
in a bBlt behind him. When all had taken their stations, 
the sovereign -conversed affably with his distinguished 
visitors, the general and the governor, for some minutes. 
Tea, coffee, sweetmeats, and wine, were then successively 
handed round to the company. Whenever the emperor 
drank, he touched the glasses of the two gentlemen on his 
right and left with his own, and then looked graciously round 
upon the rest of us, as though he were pledging his guests. 
On his left hand, at the distance of twenty paces, the folding- 
doors of the royal apartments being open, discovered great 
magnificence in the furnishing and embellishments. 

Out of these rooms presently issued a number of dancing- 
girls, who, crouching down, and working their way on their 
heels, in spite of the impediments of their long dresses, and 
awkward attitude, seated themselves on a platform just on the 
outside of the folding-doors, and over against the emperor. 
Near them were placed a band of Javanese musicians, and 
a multitude of singers. On the emperor's right hand, another 
band, also Javanese, but with European instruments, ap- 
peared. The girls were not more than fifteen or sixteen 
years of age, sumptuously apparelled ; those parts of their 
persons which were exposed — ^as the face, neck, arms, and 
legs — were stained of a delicate yellow tint by means of a 
liquid prepared from sandal-wood and perfumes. When the 
musicians and singers began to play and chant, the girls 
rose slowly fi'om the ground, making many graceful and 
significant motions with their arms, hands, and heads. 
These were at first very slow, never violent, and always 
simultaneous, as though the tunes or the burthens of the 
songs put oi^e fepirit into the whole — ^such a perfect conso- 
nance appeared in all their gestures and attitudes, while 
their countenances changed not for a moment iheir expres- 
sion, or rather their passionless quietude of aspect. In most 
of their gesticulations the girls made use of a beautiful scarf, 
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or zone, of which both ends hung down to their feet ; loine- 
times unfolding these loose part3, by slightly raising the 
edges as with a touch ; then throwing the one or the other 
over the shoulder, or the arm, or passing them, as veils, be- 
fore the face. The richly-ornamented cloth, also, that girt 
the loins, had a long corner which fell to the ground, and lay 
in a train behind. This, in the course of the dance, they 
played with as. fantastically as with the scarf above, spurning 
it with the heel or the toe, first to one side, then to the other. 
There did not seem to be any intentional indecorum in any 
pf their movements, and certainly, for the gentlest and eilsi- 
est exhibition of limbs and bodies significantly following the 
sounds of instruments and voices, nothing could be less 
offensive. While we were looking on, attendants of the 
bands several times approached the emperor's officers, as if 
to receive orders. These servile creatures uniformly crawled, 
forward or backward, crouching on the ground, as though 
they were reptiles that feared to be spurned by the feet of 
their superiors while communicating with^ them. Both in 
advancing and retiring they put the palms of their hands 
flat together, raising them till the thumbs came over the 
bridge of the nose. It was humbling to see human nature 
so degraded. 

Af&r the lapse of half an hour, when we had concluded 
tiiat this was dl the entertainment to which we had been in- 
vited, the emperor rose, and we were directed to folfow. To 
our surprise we were conducted into another <men court, like 
that which we had left, where a viist range of tables, in the 
form of a capital T, appeared, loaded with piles of aU kinds 
of substantia meats, delicacies and firuits, which the country 
afforded, set out in European style. The tables were so 
crowded with dishes that there was not room for another, 
and even the interstices were filled up with brilliant or aro- 
matic flowers. The emperor took his seat in the centre of 
the arrangement ; the general and the resident governor, as 
before, on his right and his left ; the rest of us, natives and 
foreigners, occupying the remaining places. The breakfiist 
(so it was called) was indeed sumptuous, and every thing 
was conducted with as much order as it might have been in 
the palace of a European prince. Multitudes of^rvants 
were in waiting. A band, detached fit>m the other mu- 
sicians, during the feast, played on their various instruments 
exhilarating tunes, and among the rest, in compliment to us 
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(the depi^tation from England), " God save the King," All 
the while the girls were dancing in the distance, the Java- 
nese minstrels and singers accompanying them as before. 
The emperor honored each of his guests with the opportuni- 
ty of taking wine with him. Two or three toasts were also- 
given, whiph were drank by all the company. 

The emperor again rose up, and we returned after him 
to the dancing scene. The girls, who had hitherto been 
engaged, now retired, and another company made their ap- 
pearance, dressed like the former. When they were all 
seated, an old woman entered and laid down at the feet of 
each an instrument resembling a bow, with an arrow on the 
string, about two feset long, lacouered red and decorated ' 
with gold. The dancers soon afterwards rose and went 
through all the evolutions of the others, holding these bows 
in their hands, which added exceedingly to the beauty and 
picturesque effect of their groups and attitudes. The wheels 
and pinions of the most exquisite machinery could not more 
exactly have performed the prescribed motions — ^nor, we 
may add, have betrayed less consciousness of what they 
were doing, so far as their looks might be regarded as the 
interpreters of feelings or thoughts within them. The airs, 
we were informed, iand the songs, to wl^ich the dancers acted ^ 
their parts, were national and mythological, referring to ttie 
wars and superstitions of the country. In due time we rose 
to depart ; and, after wishing him a long and prosperous 
reign, were permitted to shake hands with his majesty. This 
token of friendship he bestowed with apparently hearty 
good-will. The whole deportment of the emperor was that 
of unaffected dignity, ease, and condescension. In this 
respect no potentate of Christendom could have much ex- 
celled him. His nearest relatives, ministers of state, and 
the principal nobles of. his court, were present. The whole 
time that we remained in the palace was something less than 
three hours. Our curiosity had been gratified, but our hearts 
were sad when we contrasted this vaiu and heartless mag- 
nificence with the simple dwellings, and meek and l^wly man- 
ners, of the patriarchal kings of Eimeo, Huahine, and other^s 
in the island of the west. Oh, that as the natural sun comes, 
in his course, to Java from Tahiti, the day-spring from on 
high might thus visit the east from the regions of the Pacific ! 
. Immediately on dur return from the palace we set out for 
Samarang, and were happy, travelling through a district ao 
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full of perils from insurrectionary parties, to reach it in safety 
at midnight. 

Aug. 8. About three miles from Samarang, at a place 
called Batu, a small Chinese temple stands close by the road- 
side, at the back of which there is a cavern, communicating, 
it is said, by a subterranean and submarine passage, with 
Canton ? In the floor are two wells, the depth of which we 
had no means of ascertaining. The cavern itself is eight 
feet high, of no great amplitude, and is entered by a door- 
way of wrought masonry, on either side of which is a tablet 
filled with Chinese characters. This place is held in great 
veneration by this people, in honor of their native country, 
and once a year they keep a patriotic f^ast here, to com- 
memorate the homes and the graves of their fathers. After 
visiting this temple and cavern we renewed our journey back 
to Batavia, but did not reach the first resting-place, Pakalon- 
gan, till two o'clock in the morning. Thence^on the fol- 
lowing day, we continued our route to Cheribon. 

Aug. 10. While we were detained, for want of post- 
horses, we walked out in the neighborhood, and among 
other objects of curiosity, lighted upon a Chinese grotto, 
constructed about twelve years ago by order of the sultan of 
Cheribon. This work, in various grotesque forms, extends 
over more than an acre and a half of ground, and is so fan- 
cifiilly diversified as to bewilder the senses and defy descrip* 
tion. A person wandering among its mazes— where all is 
art,^ of the most uncommon character, and utterly unlike 
any thing in nature — might imagine himself walking, in a 
dream, among such scenery and images as never were 
made visible to eyes of men awake. The approach indicates 
nothing extraordinary. The entrance is through an old 
door, with its jambs and cornice curiously carved. Thence, 
onward, is a passage, two yards wide, betweop columns and 
Statuary of the roughest style, yet evidently wrought by no 
mean hand. At the termination appears a brick gateway, 
on each side of which is placed a most outrageously mis- 
shapen lion, of porcelain ware. From this portd we passed 
into a labyrinth of grottos — ^mounts, descents, subterranean 
ways, interior rooms, unexpectedly opening upon us ; and ail 
these decorated wiUi Chinese temples, pagodas, figures of 
birds, beasts, fishes, and monsters, which no naturalist could 
classify, absolutely crowding the contracted view on every 
side. Several pools of water, here and there, like inlaid 
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mirrors, reflecting the span-breadth of sky above, and the 
little circuit of rocks and images around, add much to the 
enchantment of the whole. Besides these, streams, cascades, 
and fountains are carried through every part In one of 
the recesses we were shown the sultan's bedstead, superbly 
carved and gilded. This was so placed, that, by a singular- 
ly-ingenious contrivance, a current of water was conducted 
all round the tester, which, at pleasure, might be made to 
fall, in transparent curtains of rain, completely encircling 
the royal couch, for the doubly purpose of keeping off the 
mosquitoes and tempering the warm air to the delicious 
coolness which, in this sultry climate, is the consummation 
of bliss to reposing listlessness. " The Castle of Indolence," 
itself, voluptuously as it has been furnished by the creative 
imagination of the first in rank of our descriptive poets 
(Thomson), was here fairly outdone; — the conception of 
sleeping in state, surrounded, as in a tent, by the drapery 
of lulling, tinkling, glittering showers, of which the moisture 
was carried away in grooved channels, about the basement 
of the bedstead— could never have entered into the mind of 
a minstrel born beyond the Tweed. Besides this chamber 
there were other handsome apartments, for the accommoda- 
tion of his Highness and his hareiti, when they repair hither 
to anticipate the luxuries of Mahomet's paradise. But, if 
this were a paradise, there was purgatory (if not a place 
bearing a harder nanie) cbnnected with it. Several horrid 
dungeons and deep pits were pointed out to us ; and we 
passed near one fearful abyss, close by a narrow path, like 
that which Bunyan describes, along the verge of Apollyon's 
den, in the vaHey of the shadow of death. Cruelty and 
sensuality are such blood-relations, that, in eastern countries 
at least, they are rarely dissociated; the pleasures of palaces 
are heightened by the miseries suffered in prisons under 
their roofe, and the eyes of sultans and their concubines 
feasted with the spectacles of executions and tiger-fights in 
their court-yards. A shocking proof of this may be pro- 
duced in the current story, that the Chinese jirtist who con- 
trived and executed this " Paradise jof Dainty Devices** 
this " Umbo of vanity ,* when the work was finished had both 
his eyes put out, by order of the sultan, his employer,, that 
he might not make another like it for either sovereign or 
subject. 
We left Cheribon at four o'clock in the afternoon, and 
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reached Somadang at two the next morning. The road lay 
through a fi>re8t-coantry, abounding with wild beasts. A 
few days ago, as a carriage was passing along, a User made 
a spring to attack one of the servants behind, but Uie driver 
instinctirely whipping his horses at the moment when he 
saw it darting, as if it flew, through the air, the ferocious 
assailant missed its aim, and got entangled in the wheel, 
from which it was probaUy as glad to escape as the compa- 
ny were to pursue their way instead of pursuing their de- 
feated assailant Government gives ten doQars a head ibr 
the destruction of tigers in this district We reached 
Cheanjor in good time in the evening, and had a fell night's 
rest (a luxury which we have not lately enjoyed), at an ex- 
cellent hotel, kept by a Frenchman, who was himself gone 
to the war, in which all resident £urq[)eans, of whatever na- 
tion, are required to take a personal part when their services 
are called for. The Chinese are not allowed this privilege 
of exposing themselves to hardships, perils, and death, tor 
their Dutch rulers, because, in a late insurrection, many of 
them joined the Javanese rebels. The Malays are also ex- 
cluded, because they are, proverbially, too treacherous to be 
trusted. 

~ Aug. 12. On our journey, at Baitenzorg, we saw, in the 
jfarden of the governor, a small upas-tree growing there. ^It 
IS five feet high, and as many years old, having a straight 
stem, with a few twigs and leaves upon them at the top. 
The leaVto are very rough, serrated at the edge, and of a 
deep green color. It is from the bark of the roots (as we 
understand) that the famous poison is extracted, by a process 
known to the natives only, and kept by them as an invalua- 
ble secret of mischievous knowledge. The tree grows no 
where to perfection except towards the eastern extremity of 
the island, where it sometimes attains the height of a hun- 
dred and fifty feet It is unnecessary now to say, that its 
presence produces none of the blasting effects fermerly and 
fabulously attributed to it. We were permitted to take away 
several leaves fi-om this plant, which we plucked with our 
naked fingers with impunity. From the footstalks a whito 
milky sap exuded. At night we arrived at Batavia, after a 
journey, to and fro, of nearly nine hundred miles, in a crazy 
vehicle, along roads admirably constructed fer the most part 
(though in some places, on account of swamps, precipices, 
d^c., very dangerous) through beantiftil and fertile regions, 
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occasionally over volcanic eminences, not unfrequently 
traTersing forests terrible with beasts of prey, or crossing riv- 
ers and ravines on floating or suspended bridges ; above all, 
travelling unmolested through a line of country in a state of 
guerilla-rebellion against the established government. We 
were mercifully led, and guided, and kept, through all these. 
The Lord's name he praised J 

Aug. 15. A Malay servant of the &mily with which we 
are domesticated here came iri, and told his mistress that a 
misfortune had happened to him — ^^he had broken the top of 
an urn, but was very sorry for it. He added, " Hang me 
high, and throw me far : I beg your pardon under the soles 
of my feet." . His mistress told him to go and fetch a rope, 
which he immediately did, and presented it to her, saying, 
*' My mistress must Jiang me herself — ^nobody else shall do 
it." After such submission it was impossible to be angry 
with the fellow, who was forgiven. Such apologies are 
characteristic both of the simplicity and the subtlety of this 
people. 

Mr. Deering, a pious and worthy resident, who has been 
a diligent volunteer-preacher of righteousness among the 
motley population here, died this morning of the fever now 
prevalent in the city, and which, cuts off lives in great num- 
bers, with very little warning. He was buried in the even- 
ing, when Mr. Medhurst, our missionary, to whom he had 
been endeared by much' kindness received at his hands, pro- 
nounced a suitable funeral address, and offered up a prayer, 
in the presence of the kins-people and attendants— otherwise 
it is usual with the Dutch, in this colony, to inter the corpses 
of their friends in silence. The deceased was of the Bap- 
tist persuasion, and almost the only layman here who was 
kno)Vn to concern himself much about the spiritual welfare 
of the inhabitants. 

There are many coffin-makers in this great city, where 
Death so often keeps his court, and slays not only his ordina- 
ry thousands^ in the course of the year, but, at particular 
seasons strikes down his tens of thousands, in the houses, in 
the streets, in the fields ; walking with the pestilence in 
darkness, and slaughtering with the arrow that flieth at 
noon-day. We noticed particularly the Chinese coffins, 
which are not only exposed for sale in every undertaker's 
work-shop, but are frequently seen placed at the doors of their 
own dwellings ; for a China-man likes a good bargain of any 
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kind, and will eagerly buy a coffin for himself if he can get 
it cheap, though he hopes to live forty years ; nor does Uie 
sight of it annoy him with any feeling less pleasant than the 
recollection that he has his money's worth in it. These 
coffins are not unexpensive, being made both solid and spap 
cious out of four thick blocks of timber, the upper one form- 
ing the lid, and projecting over the edges, with a shoulder- 
piece ; the body of the chest, thus compacted, is nearly cylin- 
drical. The burying-place of the Chinese belonging to 
Batavia, like one which we have elsewhere described, is on 
the slope of a hill, where the graves are disposed in the 
most exact order, as cells, with their precious deposits sealed 
up in masonry, or brick-work, with ornaments according to 
the rank or riches of the deceased. A second corpse is 
never laid in a sepulchre already occupied. 

Aug. 18. At all our visits to the governor, the chief 
judge, the Dutch minister, and other official or influential 
persons, we have strenuously urged the propriety of printing 
Mr. Brockner's (the Baptist missionary) New Testament in 
the Javanese language, and also his Dictionary of the same. 
Notwithstanding some difficulties in the way, those with 
whom we conversed have seemed to be persuaded that this 
was practicable. We hope they will prove it to be so by 
making the attempt ; the principal hinderance is the small 
interest that has yet been excited, in the minds of statesmen, 
soldiers, and merchants, here, towards the object. 

We visited a Chinese school, at a neighboring village, con- 
ducted by a teacher of that nation, under the inspection of 
Mr. Medhurst. We found eight childreia in it. These are 
taught to read and repeat by heart portions of the Scriptures 
and religious tracts, which they do very well, though in a 
peculiar chanting tone of voice. 

Intelligence arrived that the rebels in the east had burnt 
down several of the post-establishments on the road which 
we had lately travelled, and committed other outrages. The 
present rebellion against the Dutch government is said to 
have originated from a dream which a young sultan had, in 
which he was commanded not to suffer any European to live 
in his dominions. Nothing more calculated to make a su- 
perstitious people desperate could have been invented than 
such a revelation. It is, however, suspected to be a villan- 
ous device of the prince's own guardians to dispossess him 
of his dominions altogether, and, by violence or intrigue. 
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seize the same for themselves. The unchecked progress of 
this insurrection he^ins now to occasion considerable alarm. 
All American, English, French, and Dutch residents, are 
enjoined to repair to the public office, and enroll themselves 
for the service of the government in any way that may be 
deemed requisite. 

Aug. 22. In a Chinese temple we saw five great images, 
larger than the human figure. They stood in a recess, all 
in a row, with sandal-wood burning before each. Much as 
they may be reverenced, they havfe been sadly neglected ; 
the gold leaf, with which they were once completely over- 
laid, hangs in rags, like yellow cobwebs, about their squab 
limbs, enormous paunches, and meaningless visages. In 
another chamber are preserved many Javanese idols of stone, 
of various shapes and sizes. These are placed upon a ta- 
ble, with this inscription over them, ** May the gods of this 
country be propitious to our crops!" The Chinese will 
worship any one, or all, of the divinities of other nations, as 
cordially as the best of their own, if they fancy it will serve 
their purpose. On going up stairs we observed, in the apart- 
ment above the sanctuary, ^at a space equal to that occu- 
pied by the idols below was railed off, to prevent any profane 
foot from walking over the heads of the cods, which would 
be deemed atrocious sacrilege. The windows of this upper 
room being open, hundreds of swallows had built their nests 
under the roofs ; the air was alive with their wings, but 
noisome to us from the stench of their litter ; how it could 
be otherwise to the beautiful and delicate birds themselves, 
we cannot imagine ; ' it is much easier to understand how the 
wooden and stone divinities below (considering their robust 
constitutions) should not be offended by this or any fouler 
nuisance. Contiguous to this temple is the aforementioned 
burying-ground, where, once a year, thousands of Chinese 
assemble to bewail their dead, and hold a solemn feast in 
memory of them. On these anniversaries Mr. MedhurSt at- 
tends, to distribute tracts, disclosing the folly of these sens^ 
less superstitions, al!id explanatory of the pure and purifying 
doctriires of tfre gospel of Jesus Christ, who himself, to this 
end, both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living. The priests sometimes 
forbid the people to accept such dangerous publications, yet 
they eagerly seek after them. It is the character of this 
people — so perfectly are they disciplined into inveterate ad- 
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herence to the forms, and indifference to the realities of their 
rite»^— at once to laugh at the absurdities of their religion, 
and to practise them still. 

In the evening, hearing certain clamorous lamentations 
proceeding out of a house in our neighborhood, one of us 
went into it, and found there about twenty men, sitting on a 
mat, cross-legged, with their hands clasped, their eyes closed, 
and their bodies in a seensaw motion, up and down, while 
they vociferated, in chorus, Helo lale, Heh lale, as loud and 
as quick as they could. They were utterly regardless of 
any body entering or going out, continuing their wailing, 
without intermission, for more than an hour. On idquiry, 
we were told that they were Mahommedans, who were thus 
offering propitiatory prayers for their deceased relatives, that, 
in case their lives had not heen over-righteous, all deficien- 
cies might be atoned for by these bowlings of supereroga- 
tion, the burthen of which was, **God is one" 

We were much pleased with observing the process of 
Chinese printing in Mr. Medhurst's ofice. Nothing can be 
more simple or more effective, in its kind. All the charac- 
ters are cut in wood, of a fine, but not very hard, texture. 
Each block is about an inch in thickness, and the width of 
two pages. Being planed and smoothed on the upper sur- 
face, to receive the characters, these are, in the first place, 
carefiilly written upon paper, which is laid upon the wood 
with the written side downward, and then pasted over. Be- 
fore the paste is dry, the paper is peeled off, when the cha- 
racters are seen transferred to the face of the block. The 
blank spaces are then accurately cut away, by means of a 
sharp-pointed tool, and the written parts remain in alto- 
relievo, about the eighth of an inch hiffh, like figures and 
letters in metal types, or pictures in wnBi are called wood- 
cuts, among us. Mr. Medhurst employs two China-men in 
this work, to whom he pays seven i^upees (about twelve shil- 
lings) for every thousand characters. Each man will exe- 
cute about three thousand of thes0 in a month, or a hundred 
a day, on the average. The blocks being finished are placed 
upon a table, at which the printer sits. The paper, squared 
ready to the proper size, is kid dry before him ; and, on a 
board at his right hand, the ink, which is little else than soot 
and water well tempered. With a brush, made of fine veg- 
etable fibres, he first blackens the characters ; then, havinff 
nicely, with both hands, spread the paper over the same, with 
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another flat, soft, brush, he robs the sheet down updii th^ 
(kce of the block. This, when taken off, exhibits the per- 
fected impression. A clever printer will throw off several 
thousand such copies in a day. The paper is brought from 
China ; it is manufactured from the bamboo, is exceedidgff 
thin, and never printed on both sides. 

Aug. 27. At another of Mr. Medhurst's Chinese schools, 
which we saw at the village of Tanabang, we found twenty 
children, boys and girls, who were instructed in common 
learning and such Christian knowledge as can be tanght 
them by easy lessons in school-hours. It is indeed " the day 
of small things" here ; but we dare not despise it, knowing 
the Scriptures and the power of God. — The Chinese in this 
island live almost entirely upon rice, and can hardly conceive 
how any people can subsist without it. When Mr. Medhurst 
told the schoolmaster here thsCt we, his visitors, had seldom 
tasted rice, he was quite astounded : ** What !" he exclaiiii- 
ed, "so big Mid so fat, and eat no rice ? They must hare 
6at^n a great deal of something else that is good, I ain 
sure." 

Aug. 28. A singular Chinese festival was celebrated in 
the court of the great temple, where nearly two thousand 
persons ivere assembled, not only to witness the 'pageants 
and the ceremonies, but to share the spoil which was divided 
among the spectators at the close. A temporary shed had 
been raised on a platform, five fe^t above the ground, in 
front of the temple. Here sat the chief priest, cross-legged, ■• 
upon a chair, with a table before him, apparently reading 
most devoutly from an opened volume upon it. Four inferi- 
or priests, on either hand of him, were occupied in the 
same manner. Others were playing upon small musical in- 
struments ; while a crowd of careless fellows, having nothing 
to do, as far as we could discern, stood by them within the 
sacred erectibn. Two large flambeaux, and some sticks of 
iricerise, were burning on the table before the high-priest. 
On a smaller stage, about ten yards opposite to these, in the 
middle of the court, a slaughtered hog, shaved *and gutted, 
was fixed upright upon a tressel, and by it a goat. Five 
yards beyond this, another platform, eight feet high, by 
twelve long and eight broad, had been constructed, on which 
were piled columns of cakes, pyramids of sweetmeats, and 
iijounds of other dainties, four or five feet high. Among 
these, and in different parts of the court-yard, were placed 
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flags df gtudy colora utd gay deTiees, some of silk, others 
tyf papier ; in the midst of which, overlooking all, stood the 
representation of a lion, painted green. Baskets of rice 
were also interspersed, in large abundance, with the more 
luxurioas fare. When the chief priest had finished his pre- 
tended deTOtions, he rose up, and gave a signal, which was 
w^l understood by the multitude, for in an instant, on all 
hands, a rush was made, and pig, goat, cakes, sweetmeats, 
baskets of rice, and all kinds of dainties, were swept awmy. 
In the scramble, every one seiired what he could, and carried 
it off. The flags, figures, d^c., in like manner, disappeared, 
and the court was empty in a' few seconds, thronged as it 
had been with people, and stocked with provisions enough to 
fisast an army. The temporary walls of the stages, formioff 
a considerable inclosore, were then suddenly set on fire, ana 
we were in the area, surrounded by the flames, which pree- 
ently consumed the slight fiibrics, and with them thousands 
of mips of paper, curiously folded up, being (as we were 
informed) money, to enaMe the souls of imparted persons to 
pay their passage into another world ; for we found that this 
magnificenee of mummery had been instituted, and was 
from time to time repeated, for the benefit of those who had 
died without children, and whose spirits, for want of afiM> 
tionate relatives to foed them with offerings <^ the kind which 
we had seen, wet-e imfiering all the misery of starvation. 
These ample supplies of provisions were, therefore, collected 
for them, and it was understood that, whde the priests were 
praying, and the victuals were exposed, the spirits of these 
fami^ed creatures were hovering in the air, and feasting de- 
liciously on the quintessence of every thing eatable that had 
been set before them. When the priests concluded their nee- 
romantic spells of reading and praying, then, it was sop* 
posed, the invisible spirit of the meats, fl^uits, and delicacies 
nad been consumed by the invisible s{Hrits-of the deceased ; 
and after that the people were alkiwed to devour the grass 
subfertance. All parties seemed to be highly delighted---die 
priests with what they 'had done, and the peo{^ with what 
they had got ; though it is said that fiesh.or any other kind 
of food thus sacrificed, when afterwards eaten, is found lo 
have lost all its nourishiBg qmdities, and become tastdeis 
tmd insipid. Those, however, who carry off the good things 
«m these oecasions, so far ts we eon hear, are alwi^s w^ 
satisfied with the spirits' leavings. After this prqraeterous 
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ceremony the priests retired into the temple, which they il- 
luminated with numerous candles, and fumigated with san- 
dal-wood within ; while, on the outside, they placed^ two 
monstrous caricatures of lions, carrying on their backs two 
warriors more frightful than themselves. These appeared to 
be engaged in mortal conflict together ; but what was intend- 
ed by the symbols we could not learn. On many poles, that 
were elevated round the building, were hoisted tran^Mirent 
lanterns, which, by means of strings beneath, were kept in 
perpetual rotation. These were to light the spirits on their 
way back from the feast to their homes beyond the grave. 
Though nothing could be more puerile than the whole spec- 
tacle, yet it was affecting to see multitudes of rational be- 
ings so duped and given up to idolatry. When, indeed, we 
cul to mind what we have witnessed of the religious, social, 
and moral, state of the multiform classes of pec^le here — that 
there are six miUions of people, Pagan, Mahommedan, and 
Christian, in the island^-we are ready to exclaim, " Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live !" 

Aug. 31. We were much pleased with the appearance of 
a small village, in this neighborhood, of which the inhabit- 
ants are a distinct race, their houses remarkably neat, and 
their grounds exceedingly fruitful. About a century ago 
the Dutch government abolished popery here, requiring that 
all Roman Catholics should either quit their religioii or the 
colony. A number of Portuguese families, natursuized to the 
soil through several generations, caring more for their coun- 
try than their faith, consented to profess themselves Protes- 
tants, and forthwith determined to remain where they were, 
and to perpetuate the lineage of their ancestcmi by inter- 
marrying only with each other. To this agreement they 
have so' far at least adhered as to keep up their nationality, 
but not their language, within the compass of this small, se- 
questered root. Though of European origin, and pure descent, 
Uieir complexions are darker even than those of the Malays 
and Javanese. A few years ago their number is said to 
have exceeded five hundred ; but the recent ravages of cholera 
morbus have reduced them to a hundred and thirty-five, men, 
women^ and children. They have a decent chapel for pub^ 
lie worship. To this belongs a large bell, whidh was rung 
upon oiti* appearance among them, to announce the arrivd 
of strangers^ and to summon the people within hearing to 
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divine sertice at mid-day. This was performed by a Dutch 
missionary, lately siBnt out to them firom Holland (who ao- 
compajiied us), in the Malayan tongue. His discourse, we 
were glad to be told, was truly evangelical, firom the text, 
"God is love." — 1 John iv. 16. About sixty adults and 
twenty children attended. Mr. Medhurst occasicmally vints 
this interesting community, and preaches to them. 

Sept. 1. The natives of Java retain little liking fyr their 
Dutch masters of former periods, who exercised such means 
of fraud and violence to get possession of their island, and 
rule it arbitrarily, as was the case, more or less, with all 
European conquerors of continental or insular India. The 
heads of the present Dutch government, we must testify, de- 
serve far higher esteem than their predecessors ; adopting a 
policy at once humane, just, and liberal, in the administra^ 
tion of the most difficult kind of sovereignty — that over a 
country which, though subjugated, has a number of native 
princes, who, with their subjects, are rductant vassals to the 
foreigners. The French, during their brief dominion, if 
existing recdlections do them justice, ruled, indeed, wi^ 4 
rod of iron. But their rule was beneficial in some of its 
results, however rigorous and severe in its general policy. 
The admirable lines of roads which we lately travell^, and 
others in different directions, were planned by the skill of 
their engineers, and for the most part executed under their 
reckless control. Their commander-in-chief was a Buona^ 
parte in Java, both for the boldness of his projects and the 
despotic measures which he employed to accomplish them. 
The roads were made by local requisitions upon the 'natives 
and their princes. It has been stated that eight thousand 
lives were sacrificed, by one means or another, in the progress 
of these Herculean labors — for such they were to foeble and 
indolent Orientals. 

The character of the English is cherished wi^ the highest 
respect, by people of every description. Sir Stamford 
RaiHes has left a name and a meiporial in Java, which can 
never perish, but must remain a pattern or a reproach to dl 
that follow him in the government, as they shidl laudably 
imitate or unwisely depart from the principles on which he 
acted in Java. 

Sept. 2. We accompanied Mr. Medhurst to a village 
where he preaches once a week to a few Mahommedans. 
About twenty men and boys assemUed ; none of the other 
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0ex are ever allowed to attend. After the serrice the small 
congregation, severally, gave us their salaams, or greetings 
of peace, with profound obsequiousness, putting the palms of 
their hands together and ^wing down nearly to the earth. 
On inquiry of Mr. Medhurst, concerning the actual and 
visible success of the missions belonging to our Society in 
further India, he says that, whatever preparation may have 
been made by preaching, schools, and Scripture-tracts, there 
are, in the whole, not more than three or four natives of 
whom it can be affirmed that they make a credible profession 
of Christianity. In this island, up to this time, it is doubt- 
ful whether any abiding religious impression has been made 
upon the heart of a Chinese or Mahommedan. The frivo- 
lous superstitions of the former, and the blind bigotry of the 
latter, are alike opposed to the pure, sublime, and humbling 
doctrines of the cross; while the depraved passions and 
profligate lives of both classes render the gospel-promises 
and gospel-threatenings alike unwelcome to those who cleave 
to their ungodliness and worldly lusts as the elements of ex- 
istence. Mr. Brockner's testimony is to the same effect. It 
is one of the traditions of the Budhists of Ceylon, that Brah- 
ma, having created the world, retired again into himself, in 
his heaven of quietism, and lefl his great work to stand or to 
fall, as might happen. Seeva, therefore, took possession of 
it, and commenced his march of devastation — trampling on 
man and beast, and blasting the soil and its productions. 
All these he would have soon utterly destroyed, but for the 
repeated interventions of Veeshnoo, becoming incarnate, as 
a savior, under various forms, to deliver (be subjects of 
Seeva's fury. The armies of the destroyer, in spite of these 
interventions, still mightily grew and prevailed, till, in pro- 
cess of time, the air was so full of devils that there was not 
room to thrust a needle between" them. Budhu, then, in 
compassion to mankind, came down, like a shower of gra- 
cious influence, upon this suffi>cating atmosphere, and so far 
thinned its pestilent population that there was room for the 
sun to shine upon the human inhabitants, and the fresh air 
to blow upon them. Verily, this seems to be a just figure of 
the state of Java, and probably of all the realms beyond the 
Ganges, at this hour. There, the firmament flight indeed 
be full of evil fiends, under the prince of the power of the 
air, in person ; while, firom heaven, neither clear light, vital 
warmth, nor healing breath can reach the infatuated multi- 
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tudes beneath, that tread each other down along the broad 
way of destruction. Oh, that an influence, more gracious 
and irresistible than that of Budhu, might descend, to scatter 
the locust-clouds ! Oh, that the Spirit might be poured upon 
them, from on high, that the wilderness may be a fruitftil 
field, and the fruitfiil field counted as a forest ! 



CHAPTER XL. 

Passage to Sinnpoie— ^Circumstances of that Place— Hinderancet to 
the Gospel— ^rreparation of Sago— The Camphw-dealer — Ludicrous 
Mistalce of a China-lad— Mission-grouiid — Undecipherable Inscrip- 
tion — Voyage to Macao— Lord's Day — ^Appearance of the Island — 
Chinese Pagoda — Statistical Notices — Idol- worshippers — Cave of Ca- 
moens — ^Ancient Nunnery — Crippled Feet of Chinese Ladies — Por- 
tuguese Papists — ^Tea-plantations— Pearl-shell Windows. 

Sept. 6. We went on board the brig J7y, a small veaseU 
in which we had taken our passage to Singapore ; but, till 
the rising of the moon, at two o'clock the following mom* 
ing, when a breeze sprang up, we were not able to leave 
Batavia. 

Sept. 7. This evening we found ourselves ^mxmg the 
Thousand Islands, as some hundreds of these freckles on 
the face of the ocean are called that spot the vicinity of the 
Straits of Sunda. We were favorably borne through' the 
perils of this navigation in the course of the night The 
cargo of our small vessel being a coarse kind of pepper, 
called cubebe, which grows only in Java, the odor was so 
pungent that it was not without great annoyance we bore the 
confined atmosphere of the cabin, either by day or by night, 
at meals and sleeping-times. Yet there are worse scents on 
board even of better ships, to which nothing but usage can 
inure the olfactory nerves of landsmen. Our accommoda- 
tions on board are very humble and circumscribed ; but we 
are at home, as we always have been, in every change of 
station, whether by sea or land, since we first set out upon 
our voyage and journey of faith — ^through the vicissitudes of 
which we have never found cause of complaint, except in our- 
selves, for our defective gratitude and unprofitable services. 
Such we acknowledge our best endeavors to have been, even 
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when, Uuroogli gr^cOi we were enabled to say, " We hare 
done that which it was our dutjr to do." 

Sept 11. We have continued our course, without inter- 
ruptioB, leaving behind us, cm the right hand and on the left, 
numerous islands, in the coves ana creeks of which, under 
the shadow of rocks and woods, pirates lurk in ambush, and 
sally out, suddenly, to seize their prey — ^the little vessels, pass- 
iD^ to and firo along the eastern coast of Sumatra. From the 
gripe of these tigers of the deep we have been preserved. 

Sept. 14. For the first time we caught a glimpse of con- . 
tinental India ; the distant mountains of the peninsula of 
Malacca appeared to the north. They rose but as a little 
cloud, like a man's hand, out of the sea ; yet who, with a 
knowledge of history — who, with a heart to sympathize in 
all that belongs to man, under every form and condition of 
his existence in this world — who could look, with indiffer- 
ence, upon that.dim shadow of mighty realms beyond, though 
hardly distinguishable from the atmospheric vapors u'ound ? 
These were but momentary creations, vanishing for ever ; 
those were the perpetual hills, which, in that very shape^ had 
been seen by every voyager's eye, since the day when the 
first keel left a wake on the waters which we were then 
ploughing. Singapore, also, hove in sight. This is rathor 
a low island, at the southern extremity of the peninsula. As 
seen from the vessel it appeared one forest of verdure. When 
we were within a few miles of shore there came on, suddenly, 
a tremendous thunder-storm, accompanied by floods of rain, 
which, in the sailors' language, kiUed the wind. The latter 
revived, however, when the enemy had spent itself, and car- 
ried us against a strong thwarting current into the harbor, 
where, from the captain's unacquaintance with the shore 
(and his crew, consisting of fourteen stupid Malays, not 
worth two English sailors), the ship was run aground, and 
several seas rolled over her. Providentially, a boat, wjth two 
natives, arrived in this crisis, and enabled us to land in safety, 
though not without being well drenched. 

Sept. 15. The town of Singapore is quite new, and h^us 
grown up into importance within two or tlu*ee years. Many 
large warehouses have been built upon the banks of the river, 
and much commerce appears already to be carried on. 
There are about a hundred British residents. The Chinese 
are reckoned at eight thousand ; they have erected decent 



Digitized by 



Google 



SAGO AND CAMPHOR. 49 

hoBfles and opened well-sUMred shops in the streets. Thej 
also act as middle-men, carrying on a miscellaneous traffic 
with BcN'neo, Sumatra, and other adjacent countries, hy pur- 
-Ohasing their commodities of the merchants here. There 
are about seven thousand Malays and Bengalees. The mili- 
tary are almost solely composed of the latter class, from Hin- 
doflton. This island was purchased of the two native rajahs, 
who previously possessed it, for a sum of money and annu- 
ities on their respective lives. The population is Malayan, 
and their religion Mahommedan. We were kindly wel- 
comed by Mr. Thomsen, the missionary of our Society here 
Mr. Milton, formerly in the same cminection, also resides at 
Singq>ore, and acts, occasionally at least, as chaplain to the 
colonists. 

Sept 16. Mr. Crawford, die governcnr, to whom we were 
introduced, received us Very politely. Mr. Ni^ier, a mer- 
chant, also showed us the most acceptable hospitality during 
our brief stay, previous to our embarkment for China. We 
found many hinderances in the way of the gospel here, and 
consulted with Mr. Thomsen on the best means of obviating 
thein. The fallow land, or rather the desert,, that never was 
reclaimed since the confusion of tongues at Babel sent the 
builders to the ends of the earth, is so inveterately overrun 
with briers and brambles, that it must take much labor, loag 
mifiering, and many prayers, ^ break it up, before even the 
seed can be cast in extensively, or the return^of the word 
be expected, with fruits meet for repentance. In these east- 
em regions, it is like sowing wholly by the highway-side, on 
the rock or among thorns, — and never upon good ground, 
or by many waters. 

Sept. 19. In the course of the day we came to a place 
where a number of Chinese were preparing sago for the 
En^h market. This production is brought from Siam. It 
is the inspissated juice extracted from the pith of a. kind of 
palm-tree, and in its raw state resembles pipe-clay. When 
brought hither it is broken into small pieces, and passed 
through fine sieves. It is then granulated, by being tossed 
to and fro through a long canvass bag, out of which it comes 
rounded like milletrseed. Being dried afterwards, in wide 
and shallow^ iron pans, it retains its shape, and is fit for 
market. 

Sept. 20. At Mr. Napier's, we saw a quantity of camphor 
spread on a sheet of paper. It was in minute grains, and 
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had a dirty i^pearance. Not knowing what it was, at first, 
we fingered it, smelled at it, and one of us touched the tip of 
the tongue with a little. The China-man, who had brought 
it for sale, eyed us suspiciously; then contemptuoudy, and at 
length angrily,- perceiving our untradesmanlike manner of 
handling the precious commodity. He afterwards asked Mr. 
Napier — " Who are those men, that do not know better how 
to examine my damphor? They can't have come by that 
ship, or they would not have been so ignorant. One puts 
his hand among it, takes some up, puts it to his nostrils, and 
then throws it down as if it had been dirt.^ The other looks, 
smells, and tastes it ; and he too throws it down as if it 
was sand. Then they go away, turning their backs on my 
fine camphor as if it was good for nothing. Those jnen 
cannot understand what camphor is, or they would not have 
abused my good camphor so !'* The poor China-man per- 
fectly mistook the character of our ignorance, which was 
that of sheer curiosity, while he supposed that we were mer- 
chants, and had been depreciating his article by not trying 
its excellence in a more scientific manner.^ — A Chinese lad 
here, who had learned a little English, the other day gave 
his master a pleasant specimen of his proficiency x *' Mas- 
ter," said he, <' the dog have five childs ; three of them be 
bulls, and two be cows." 

Sept. 22. A plot of ground situate about six miles fix>m 
the' town, having been liberally presented by government, for 
the use of the mission here, we visited the same. The boun- 
daries, include seven hills, and nearly the whole has been 
cleared of the trees, by burning and felling. About five 
and thirty acres are in cultivation, and planted with bananas, 
pepper, coffee, and nutmegs. In a cottage upon this ground 
live six China-men, who farm the land for the missionary. 
The soil is light and sandy, and such sites (the slopes of 
small declivities) are preferred for the growth of pepper. 
When Romulus first chose an asylum for himself and his 
lawless companions, on the banks of the Tiber, the seven 
hills, on which the mistress of the world afterwards sat as a 
queen, were as wild and obscure as these in a new-settled 
island of the uttermost east. We pretend not to tell the 
fortune of this little spot, or afiect to suppose that the parallel 
with Rome, even in a figurative sense, is likely to extend 
further ; but mighty changes are in progress here. It is 
not many days ago, according to " the days of tte years " 
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of the age of the Worlds since Singapore itself was undis- 
tinguished by name m Eurc^an maps of the Indies ; but 
it is pretty safe guessinjpr now, to presume that it will ere long 
be one of the most m>urishing marts of ccmimerce in aU 
the east. The missionary allotment contains about five hun- 
dred acres. We found eight pairs of Chinese sawyers, in 
the jungle upon it, who were cutting up the large timber- 
trees into planks and rails. 

Sept 24. On a point of land, south of the town and dose 
upon the sea, stands a rock, about ten feet high, shaped like 
a horse-mounting stone, of only two steps, the lower being 
half the bulk of the upper. On one side the surface has 
been planed, and beurs a very ancient inscription, sculptured 
in square characters, like the Hebrew, but belonging to an 
alphabet of which not a letter can be made out — iq>parently 
firom the action of the elements having undecipherably de- 
faced it The lines are straight and close together. The 
letters are on the average three quarters of an inch square. 
There is no tradition in existence concerning thb tablet, 
which,^ in every respect, seems worthy of the temple of obliv- 
ion itself. 

Sept. 29. Mr. Napier having kindly negotiated with cap- 
tain Heaviside, of the Windsor, China-ship, for our passage 
to Canton on board of his noble vessel (fourteen hundred 
tons, and a hundred and forty men), we embarked, and found 
ourselves in such comfortable quarters as we have not occu- 
pied, at sea, since we left England. 

Oct. 14. Afler a pleasant voyage, without any extraordi- 
nary incident by the way, this morning several fuhing-boats 
were descried, indicating that land must be near. Before 
noon we entered between the Lamas, and the island called 
Ass's Ears, towards Macao, in the gulf of Canton ; but be- 
ing too late to reach the harbor this evening, we came to 
anchor, the bay being bestudded with small islands and rocks, 
which made navigation dangerous. 

Oct. 15. Ci^>tain Heaviside took us. to Macao in his boat. 
The town is situated on a small bay, which extends a mile 
from point to point. The white-fironted houses, rising from 
the beach upon a gentle slope, present a good appearance, on 
the approach ; a fort above, and several churches among the 
inferior buildings, giving the whole an air of European con- 
sequence. On landing, we proceeded to the residence of 
the Society's agent, the celebrated translator of the Scriptures 
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into the Chinese tongue, — the Rev. Dr. Morrison. Here we 
escperienced a serious disappointmeBt, he haring departed 
some time ago on a visit to fkigland. Expecting our arriral, 
he had made arrangements for our reception in his house ; in 
which) notwithstanding the incmiTeniences resulting from 
the absence of the host, we preferred to make our abode, 
rather than go to an hotel. Mr. Daniel, a resident, kindly 
assisted us in settling there. 

' Oct. 16. (Lord's day.) The Protestant chaplain being 
at Canton, whither the principal Englishmen resort, during 
the season (which this is) — cleaving their wives at Macao, 
because females are not permitted to approach the confines 
of the ** celestial empire," — there was no divine service here 
which we could with propriety attend. Indeed, we had no 
ground to expect to find a native congregation here ; as we 
well knew that the state of the country and the circumstances 
of the esteemed laborer in it, Dr. Morrison, had not admitted 
of efforts directly missionary. His honor has been to trans- 
late the Holy Scriptures into the language of that vast empire, 
and thus to lay a foundation on which other builders may, 
herekfler, be appointed to build a stable and stately edifice. 
A Chinese having, on the Lord's day, asked Mr. Tyerman, 
whether he should not take his linen to be washed ? ** Not 
to-day, because it is the Christian's sabbath, or day of rest, 
consecrated to the worship of God ;" was the answer. The 
poor fellow expressed no surprise, but inquired, with the most 
unaffected simplicity, whether the other gentleman, Mr. Ben- 
net, was likewise a Sunday-man ! — ^These people seem equally 
unimpassioned and unimpressible. Their quietism of idda- 
try is mere apathy ; they do as they like — ^that is, just as 
their fathers did — ^in matters of religion, and they leave all 
the world beside to do the same ; saying to those who differ 
firom them — ** Your way may be very good, for any thing we 
know to the contrary ; ours is so too ; follow yours, therefore, 
and we will follow ours, after the steps ^our fathers." 

Oct. 17. We walked across the island, or rather the pen- 
insular part of Macao, to the barrier^ate which separates the 
European firom the Chinese section of the soil ; and where 
that jealous people have built a great wall, fix>m sea to sea, 
on a narrow isthmus or sand-bank, to keep the strangers 
within the limits prescribed to them. ' This peninsular part 
is one mass of granite, heaved into small eminences, and 
firactured into crags and hollows, having a few acres oif soil 
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in the centre, on which vegetables (prineipallj rice) are cnl- 
tivated with the utmost care by Chinese hasbandm^i. 
There are a few clumps of trees on thb mot, but its general 
aspect is that of incorrigible sterility. The summits of the 
hills are crowned either with Portuguese churches, or with 
forts. A little earth may here and there be traced among 
the crevices of the granite strata, by the miserable phenome- 
non of short starved grass, struggling here and there for ex- 
istence, in obedience to a law of nature which compels life, 
in one form or another, to come forth, wherever there is the 
possibility of it being in any manner maintained. As there 
are no carriage-roads, those who do not walk must either be 
conveyed, in sedans, or ride on horseback ; and paths for the 
convenience of the latter have been made in every direction, 
over the uneven rock, where beasts of burthen can travel. 

On the Macao side of the barrier-wall and isthmus, stands 
a sumptuous Chinese pagoda, consisting of several compart* 
ments. In each of these are idols of many barbarous models, 
before some of which incense b continually burning. In one 
of these sanctuaries, an urn, containing warm tea, is placed 
on a table, with two saucers, for the use of passengers, and 
every one that chooses may turn in, to drink, fiom the footrpath 
near which this temple for worship and refreshment has been 
built Many smaller temples, some not larger than an old 
English arm-chair, appear by the way-sides ; all having their 
images, their incense, and their devotees. 

A prodigious population, of Europeans (principally Portu- 
guese) and Chinese, is crowded within the prison-bounds (for 
such they may be called) of this city. According to a cen- 
sus, taken three years ago, the former reached five, and the 
latter forty, thousand. Here are thirteen Roman Catholic 
places of worship, and one English chapel. The foreigners 
and natives live on good terms together, each being governed 
by tl^ir own laws, and amenable to their respective authori- 
ties. The English reside by the sufferance of the Portu- 
guese, and both are only tolerated by the Chinese, who claim 
the territorial right of the soil, but allow the strangers to oc- 
cupy their district as tenants-at-will I The climate is said to 
be very healthfiil, though extremes of cdd and heat are occa^ 
sio;«ally experienced in the course of the same day, the ther- 
r" dimeter yarying between 84° and the fireezing point Ice is 
sometimes formed the thickness of a dollar. Yet there is not, 
we are told, a house to be found with a fire-place in it 
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The prospect fnm the cfaorch-hill, o& Uie west of tin 
town«-^he harbor, with a thousand slsps, prakus, and boats, 
Chinese and European, the seas beyond, and numerote 
idands— 4s very gay tod attractive. In the distance, across 
the peninsula of separation (which the eye may pass, though 
the foot may not), we could perceive many Chinese temf^es, 
towns, villages, rice-grounds, gardens, and orchards, occupy- 
ing tlMB low and level lands. Above these many naked rocks 
ra^ed their cragged precipices, like skeletons of hills, once 
clothed with soil and verdure, which devastating storms, and 
the slow decay of atmospheric influence, had, in the lapse of 
ages, wholly worn or washed away, and left nothing but their 
i^il rudiments behind. 

Oct. 18. At a famous Chinese pagoda, situated among 
granite rocks, on the seashore, and consisting of various 
attached temples, with places for offerings, all in the gaudi- 
est style of nationally fantastic architecture, we met a man- 
darin of high rank coming to worship, with a large train of 
attendants. We were not 'allowed to follow him into the 
shrined, whither he went to prostrate his magnificence before 
a deaf, dumb, blind, lame, dead stock, which a man who 
durst not have looked him in the face, had they met by the 
way, may have carved out of a piece of wood, and, when he 
had finished his work, gathered up the chips and made a fire 
with them to boil his paddy-pot I But we had an oppKNtunity 
of witnessing the antic rites exhibited by another personage, 
of no mean rank, at the same temple. Immediately upon 
his arrival he put a white robe over all his other clothmg. 
While he was doing this, a man brought a large wooden tray, 
on which were laid two ribs of fat pork, a boiled fowl, and a 
baked fish. These were placed upon an altar-table befive 
the idol, together with a tea-pot and five porcelain cups. 
The worshipper first poured water out of the pot into each of 
the cups. He then produced a bundle of incense sticks, 
rolled in sacred papers, which having reverentially lighted, 
he fixed them, one by one — ^there might be thirty in all — ^be- 
fore the idol, on either hand of it, and in various niches boUi 
within and on the outside of the building ; at each act mak- 
ing certain grotesque, but grave, gesticulations, as thoogh an 
invisible divinity dwelt in every hole and crevice where he 
coirid stick a splinter of sandal-wood. After this preparation, 
he went and kneeled down in firont of die altar where the 
provisions had been deposited. A servant <m each nde-of 
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hiin did the same; and dl three repeatecQj bowed their 
bodies till they toached the groand with their forehead 
This part of Uie service was accompanied bj three load , 
strokes upon a bell without, and as many upon a great dmm 
within, by a boy in attendance. Some sacred scrolls of pa- 
per, which had been carefully counted, and put into a kmd 
of fire-place on the outside ^of the temple, were now set in 
flames, by a scroll of the same hallowed character, which was 
lighted at one of the incense-sticks. Finally a parcel of 
small crackers was c^ned, and the train of them suspended 
before a hole in the wall, at the back of the fire-place. One 
of these, being ignited, communicated with the next to it, 
and on went tlins blaze, the fume, and the explosion, till the 
whole had been dissipated, and left nothing but the stench 
behind. Here ended the ceremony. The water was poured 
back from the little cups into the tea-pot, the tray and its 
savory contents were carried away again. We were in- 
formed that the spirit of the god had regaled itself on the 
spirit of the food, and the latter, not being a whit the worse 
'for wear, was taken home by the devout owner for his own 
use. This is genuine Chinese thrift All the while a com- 
pany of gamblers were seated on the Boor, within the same 
sanctuary, playing at cards with quite as much devotion as 
the idolater and his menials were playing at religion. Better 
employed than either party were a few lads, in the joy of 
youth, romping and racketing at their own more commenda- 
ble, and not less intellectual, pastimes; though our presence 
somewhat interrupted the indulgence of their mirth, that they 
might amuse their curiosity with looking at the strangers, 
and wondering — ^if even a Chinese child can wonder, bom 
and brought up as they are in dogged indifference to everv 
thing not Chinese — wondering, we say, what two outlandish 
fellowa could be doing there, who were neither gambling nor 
worshipping, nor playmg, like themselves. 

Oct. 19. Having heard much of a cave here which bears 
the name of Camoens, the Portuguese Homer, we visited it 
tills morning. The gentleman's grounds in which it is situ- 
ated are curiously ^d tastefully laid out. The soil, which is 
covered with fertility in every form of tree, and plant, and 
flower, blocMning into beauty, or expanding into luxuriance, 
runs, in irregular lines and breadths, between the masses of 
bare granite which emboss the surface of the earth, and in 
some plaoes are piled fearfuUy, but firmly, one upon another. 
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beyond the art or strength of man to have accomplished, yet 
all to the eye that art could desire for the adornment of the 
place. From various poinj^s, the peninsula, the town, the 
shipping, and the harbor,, south-weistward, are seen in a 
diversity of agreeable aspects. Oh the south side of this Ori- 
ental elysium, overshadowed with stately trees, is the cave of 
the poet, which is foriped' by two vast rocks, standing four 
feet apart, and roofj^d with a third enormous mass, transverse- 
ly laid. Between ^nd underneath there b a passage, open at 
either end, but closed wit)i a column and arch of masonry at 
the further extremity. In a coved recess, upon a rough pi- 
laster against the jide of the rock, is a bust of him whose 
name, having been given to the cavern, needed not to be in- 
scribed under the sculptured memorial of his feature^. These 
are sufficiently recognised when it is remembered that 

" Here, nobly pensive, Camokits sat and thought" 

And what he thought here, three centuries ago, he has left 
the world to think upon so long as the language of his coun- 
try shall be spoken or understood. At Macao, Camoens held 
the singular oflice of commissary of the estates of the defunct > 
on the island. During the five years jof his residence here^ 
he wrote a great portion of his Lusiad, in which he celebrat- 
ed the glory of hi/^ countrymen, who, under Vasco de Gama, 
discovered the south-east passage to India, by doubling the 
cape of Good Hope. Here, too, in his almost poetical occu- 
pation of standing between the dead and the living, that jus- 
tice might be done to both, he acquired a fortune, which, 
though small, was ;equal to his wishes. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, on attempting to return to continental India in a vessel 
freighted by himself, .he suffered shipiyreck in the gulf of 
Mecon, on the coast of Cochin China, and there lost all that 
he had, except his. life apd his poem. The rnanuscript of 
the latter he held ip.one hand, ,iM^hile.; he, fought his way 
through the waves with the otjber. Being cast friendless and 
fortuneless on an ui^knowh coast, he was nevertheless hu- 
manely received, and hospitably treated, by the natives, 
among whom he remained a considerable time before an op- 
portunity occurred for him to re-embark for Goa, the metrq>- 
olis of Portuguese India. This kindness of his semi-barba- 
rian friends he has gratefully and gloriously celebrated in the 
tenth book of the Lusiad ; and among them he composed a 
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pathetic paraphrase of the 137th paahn ; " By the rifers of 
Bahylon, there we sat down; yea, we wept wbes we !»• 
membered Zion/' d&c. — Upon the rock over the care of Csf 
mo^is, which we have described, an elegant sunmer-hoose 
has been erected, of an hexagonal form, and commanding 
beautifiil views from the different sides, e^>eciany towards 
the barrier-gate, which separates the China in miniature on 
one part of the island, and the Portugal in miniature on the 
'Other. 

On our return we passed by the ruins of an ancient nun- 
nery, once of great extent, but the whole of which was acc»- 
^ntally destroyed by fire, two years ago, neither chapel nor 
<^ell being spared in the unexpected conflagration. We were 
not permitted to violate the sacred ground within the exterior 
waUb with our Protestant feet ; l^it we could not help re- 
marking how the multitude of iron gratings (many of which 
were collected in rusty heaps, and others yet filled their re- 
(^ctive places) indicated that no attention had been spared 
which could be necessary either to keep in or to keep out 
At the time of the calamity there were few nuns in the estab- 
Inhment ; and it must soon have died a natural death, with 
the last of its inmates, no young^ persons having been per- 
mitted to join the sisterhoo^d for several years previously. One 
person k>st her life in the flames ; the rest, about forty, were 
rescued, ai^d now reside together in a far humbler habitation. 

We are pained, in walking the streets of this town, to see 
the crippled condition of the Chinese women of the higher 
order, viiiose feet have been so stunted and cramped in Uieir 
growth as to be reduced to mere clubs. The monstrous 
fashion of their country makes its victims vain of this defor- 
mity ; the efl^t of which they artificially exaggerate to the 
eye by making the soles of their shoes (the outside of which 
are white, and the heels raised) so short that the heel projects 
two inches backward beyond the shoe, while, forward, the 
foot terminates in an abrupt stump. And, to make this out- 
rage on nature more flagrant, their shoes are lavishly oma^ 
mented. The gait of these females is any thing but gracefiil, 
though it must be confessed that a Chinese lady might be as 
certainly known by her step as the Venus of Virgil. The 
difficulty and misery of walking arb much increased to them 
by the uneven pavements, and many are obliged to avail them- 
selves of the aid of an umbrella to support their decrepitude 
as they totter and hobble along. 
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Macao b the see of a Roman Cathdic bishbp, who has 
under him nearly a hundred officiatmg priests. The papists 
have two schools, one for boys and another for girls, ccmtain- 
ing about a hunchred of each sex. Twenty-four of the bojrs, 
we are informed, are educating for missionaries in China, 
some of whom are natives of that empire. It is remarkaUe 
that the Portuguese should still maintain their ground at 
Pekin, and be able to su[^ly vacancies from hence, while 
Christians of every other natipn are said to be excluded. 

Oct. 25. In the afternoon, Mr. Daniel, to whom we have 
been indebted for much kind attention, accompanied us across 
the harbor to the small island of Lapas. Tfus, like Macao, 
is a mass of rugged granite, intersected or spotted with stripes 
and patches of verdure and fertility. . Our object was to visit 
a tea-plantation, nearly at the summit of one of the highest 
eminences, about two miles inland, ^e found a dozen Of 
fourteen plants, crowing upon a narrow, platform, cut along 
the side of a sandy hill— ^uch a soil, in a drv situation, it is 
understood^ being most favorable to the cultivation of tea. 
The shrubs were set about reight feet from each other ; they 
were the size of an ordinary black currant-bush, and more 
resembled that than any other in England. These speci- 
mens, however, did not seem to be in healthy condition. On 
the same plant might be found leaves, blossoms, and berries, 
but all of a puny appearance. In the evening we returned. 
. The pearl oyster-shell (a peculiarly flat, thin kind, brought 
from Bombay) is used here, more frequently than glass, in 
common houses. Pieces, about three inches square, are cut 
out of the middle of the shell, and, the rough coating being 
removed, these are let in between, two laths, each pane, (for 
so it may be called) lapping a little over the top of the lower 
one, like sky-l|ghts or hot-house glasses in England. Though 
not transparent, the windows thus constructed are strong, 
durable, and cheap, and they admit 8i:|fficient light for those 
who need but little. The lattices are placed sometimes per- 
pendicularly, 9om^ti,me8 pbliquely, in the frame, and, being 
painted green, have rather a n^at aj^arance. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 



Dejpotation sail to Canton— Chinese Dramatic Ezhibltioii— Mvilo— 
DmMitatioB ykit the Governor— Description of the Saboihe of Canton 
—Hong Merchants— City Wall— Trades and Shops— Cracker^aget 
— Begeirs— A Tea-house — Population of Canton— British Factory- 
Edible Birds' Nests— Bad Food of the Poor— Chop-sticks— Idd-wor- 
ship— Ancient Temple— Sacred Swine — ^A Hong Merchant — Wam- 
pooa — The Three Forts — Contrivances on the River— ^Magnificent 
£ntertainmeat — A Chinese Bride. 

Nov. 2. We embarked on board a Chinese chop-boat for 
Canton. The vessel was about sixty feet long, with an airy, 
comfortable cabin in midships ; forward of which was another 
inferior cabin for the crew. At setting out, a series of fan- 
tastic ceremonies were observed, like those which we wit- 
nessed of the devotee, in the pagoda, the other day. A tray 
loaded with provisions, lighted lanterns, sticks of burning 
incense, discharges of crackers, the deafening din of gongs^ 
and the thumping of dull drums, were the ingredients of this 
idolatrous rite, which was to render some g(^, whose name 
we could not learn, propitious, and thereby secure a good 
voyagfe. 

Nov. 5. We reached Canton this morning. The country, 
on each flank of the river, is exceedingly beautiful, fertile, 
and populous. The lands are cultivated close to the chan- 
nel of the stream, from which numerous lateral canals are 
cut, for the purpose of irrigation. Rice, sugar-canes, ba- 
nanas, dz/C. seemed to be the principal products. Many of the 
hills are crowned with pagodas, consisting of seven or eight 
stories, octagonally formed, having arched windows, and the 
whole structure exactly propontioned. Frequent villages were 
seen ; and our course led us through two largo towns, each 
being biiitt along both margins of the river. The river itself 
was peopled in these places, not only by the crews and pas- 
sengers of vessels passing to and fro, on business or pleasure, 
but multitudes of boats, moored side by side, alongshore, 
were the regular abodes of families ; and these were so busily 
occupied, that the population on the water appeared to rival 
that on the land. 

The river at Canton is about three-quartera of a mile in 
breadth, oh the bank of which, where we disembarked, stands 
the Foreign Factory, consisting of a long range of substan- 
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tial buildings, painted white or blue in ^Kmi, and bearing, on 
different parts, the Britidi, American, and Portuguese flags. . 

Mr. Davis, a young gentleman of great respectability, and 
who is well acquainted with the Chinese language, made U9 
welcome in this sirange place. In the course of the day we 
got our luggage on slK>re, and established our quarters at an 
hotel kept by an American, in the line of the factory-build- 
ings. 

The first spectacle that detained us, in walking out^ was 
entirely novel. A crowd of peof^e had been assembled to 
witness the performance of a Chinese drama, of so hetero- 
geneous a cast that it comprised all the elements of tragedy, 
comedy, farce, opera, and pantomime. The stage was placed 
across the street, being about three yards square, and two 
above the ground. The scenery and furniture consisted of 
a large skreen, a table, and two chairs, gaudily decorated with 
yellow silk. On either side nhere was a door for entrances 
and exits. The entertainment was open, and without cost^ 
to every body who chose to waste time at it, in broad day- 
light ; and multitudes were gazing with stupid or lively, en- 
raptured or horrified, interest upon the silly or mad pranks 
of the actors. These were all men, though two appeared in 
female characters ; there must have been five and twenty, or 
thirty, of 'them, so thronged and tumultuous, at times, was 
the stage, as well as gorgeous and glistening with tinsel, 
gold-trimmings, and silk robes, in the most fancifiil costume 
of this fanciful people. The performance consisted of reci- 
tals, conversations, songs, battles, murders, resurrections from 
the dead, tumbling, kicking, screaming, scolding, boxing, 
brawling, laughing, crying — ^all that man, in folly or in frenzy, 
can do or sujfer, most absurdly and extravagantly represented. 
The nimbleness, dexterity, strength, and self-management of 
the performers, were surprising, in the changes and chances 
of all kinds of calamities to wliich they were every moment 
exposed. Those who personated the women played the men 
most valiantly. The chief heroine fought a whole army at 
once, knocking down one, falling upon another, tripping up 
the heels of a third, and finally clearing the field of them all. 
The exhibition was outrageously ludicrous, and altogether 
different, in violent personal exertion, from any thing that 
we had hitherto seen in hot climates, and such as we should 
previously have imagined could not be endured. The Chi- 
nese music is either contemptible, puerile, or horribly bar- 
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barian. Behind the stage a feUow ims wapkayeA m beatng 
a stick, laid across his knees, with two others in his hand. 
A second made a miserable jingle with a pair of harsh cyn- 
bahr. A third was scraping as moch dissonance as he coaM 
out of a two-stringed fiddle. Occasionall j was heard a flour- 
ish of invisible trumpets, in sound resembling those which 
children buy at country ikirs : but, above idl, an ill-toned 
gong, from within the inclosure, made the ear tingle, and the 
blood run chill, with its terrible vibrations.' The din of this 
instrument is absolutely excruciating to unaccustomed nerves. 

Nov. 6. We dined, by invitation, with sir James tJnii»- 
ton, the governor. Many gentlemen of the factory were at 
table, from whom, as well as from his Excellency, we re- 
ceived the most polite attentions. But the absence of Dr. 
Morrison is felt by us to be a great drawback fix>m the satis- 
faction which we derive from civilities and acts of kindness, 
shown us by official or mercantile gentlemen, with whom we 
cannot confidentially consult on the main objects of our mis- 
sion in these remote regions. Here, inde^, a language is 
spoken into which the Scriptures have been translated ; but, 
whatever partial effects may have been produced, we do net 
find any public signs of evangelization among the people. 

Nqv. 7. We walked through the greater part of this re- 
markable city — ^that is, through the suburbs of Canton, ibr 
these, though very populous and extensive, are the only un- 
forbidden -ground, in the immense empire of China, to for- 
eigners — Canton itself being walled and guarded as jealously, 
from their intrusion, as though it were the capital of the ce- 
lestial empire. The streets in this quarter are very narrow, 
rarely exceeding seven feet in breadth, while the lanes are 
little more than four. These are generally paved with hewn 
granite. Every house is a shop or store, open on the whole 
width of the front, which is seldom more than twelve feet ; 
but the premises are frequently two or three rooms deep. 
The roof is flat and galteried round. Many of these shops 
are richly and abundantly fiimished with all kinds of com- 
modities, in demand, which are displayed in the best manner. 
We entered several of the warehouses of Hong merchants, 
which are of prodigious extent — many of them being little 
less than a quarter of a mile firom end to end, though not 
more than twenty-five or thirty feet wide. They are gener^ 
ally built in long lines, terminating at the river, for the con- 
venience of importing or shinning off their goods. The 
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business done in these repositories is immense, and the transit 
of stock very quick. One day there may be thousands of 
chests of tea, and the next thousands of bales of cotton, cm: 
packages of different articles. These Hong merchants have 
the whole trade with foreigners in their hands, and, being 
few in number, are supposed to be exceedingly wealthy. 

Coming to one of the seven gates of the inclosed city of 
Canton, we were not allowed to enter, of course, at the peril 
of a severe bambooing ; but, looking through into the place, 
the character of the streets, buildings, d&c. seemed much the 
same as those in the suburbs. These gates are very old, and 
somewhat the worse for wear. At one of them we calculated 
the adjoining walls to be nearly ten yards in thickness, and 
the same in height. There is no moat, and the houses, on 
both sides, are built close up to this rampart. 

Separate trades are here carried on in separate streets. 
Blacksmiths and whitesmiths occupy some ; locksmiths others; 
carpenters, silk-mercers, makers of gods, manufacturers of 
sacred paper, d&c. d&c. class together. Most of the streets 
are hung across with silk drapery, of various fantastical and 
tawdry patterns, to attract attention to the shops, in front of 
which, from the eaves to the ground, are placed long boards, 
fourteen or fifteen inches wide, on which are written, in Chi- 
nese characters, the names and descriptions of the commod- 
ities in which the owners deal. 

We went into many idol-temples, of various dimensions. 
In all were gilt images ; and in most we observed high, cir- 
cular wire-cages, tapering to a point. These are safeguards 
for confining the explosions of the crackers, which are fired 
during the devotions of the people, and which might other- 
wise endanger the temples and the dwellings around^ where 
population is so dense. 

Beggars gwarm. They are generally blind, or Otherwise 
maimed, and quite inoffensive. They go from shop to shop, 
singing and beating time with a bamboo-stick. This they 
continue, at each halting-place, till a piece of money is given 
them by every man upon the premises. None gives more or 
less than a smaH coin, the thousandth part of the value of a 
dollar ; nor need any one give that amount more than once 
a day. Each beggar is confined to his appointed walk, 
within a certain district, beyond which he dare not tres- 
pass ; and to every district a fiiir proportion of the whole 
mendicant fraternity is assigned. A certain provision is 
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thus made for these unfortunate peofde, and a poornrate eol- 
iected by those who are to consume it, without being a bur- 
den to be complained of by the inhabitants, howefer mod- 
erate their own circumstances may be. 

Calling at a tea-house, on our return, we found the public 
apartment furnished with about fire and twenty tables, at 
each of which was a small party of men taking refreshment 
^ As soon as we sat down, a square wooden tray was set be- 
fore us, covered with a great variety of sweetmeats, togeth- 
er with cakes, tarts, and other confectionary dainties ; also a 
tea-pot, and cups and saucers. Every thing was exceedingly 
clean, and the different articles for making a slight repast 
were very palatable. The Chinese are particularly fond of 
sweetmeats and preserves, and, consequently, excel in pr^ 
paring them. 

We cannot ascertain the exact population of this city by 
any authorized standard of computing. Sir James Urmston, 
who has resided twenty years in China, calculates it at half a 
million within the walls of Canton and throughout the sub- 
urbs, exclusive of two hundred thousand more who live 
habitually on the water, up and down the river. But though 
the population is so vast, and the streets are alive with per- 
petual streams of going and returning passengers, scarcely 
a woman is to be seen among the multitudes, excepting here 
and there a blind beggar, or occasionally one of the decrep- 
it victims of preposterous fiishion, hobbling on her two cluD- 
feet, suffering the punbhment of pride in the indulgence of 
it, and exciting pity by that which was devised to create ad- 
miration. But no lady of respectability deems it becoming 
to appear abroad. On the water, however, among the am- 
phibious population that are bom, live, and die in boats, the 
females come as much into day-light as the other sex. 

The jealousy, or rather the policy, of the Chinese govern- 
ment, in reference to foreigners, descends to the most minute 
particulars. None but the subjects of the celestial empire 
(as they style their human ant-hill, with its tens-and perhaps 
hundreds of millions of busy inhabitants) are permitted to 
poasess any permanent property in Canton, the only port to 
which strangers are admitted. Though what is called the 
&ctory, and the attached warehouses, were built by the 
British East India company, and other traders, an imperial 
edict was issued, about two years ago, ordering that the 
whole of these immense and multifarious erections should 
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be paid fer by the Hong nerehuUs, and thenceforward rentp 
ed only by the occupants. To this limited boundary Euro- 
]iean traffic is confined. By a singular^ but convenient se- 
cies of monopoly, all the goods which are imported must be 
pur chas e d by eleven or twelve Hong merchants, who are not 
an ineorporatod company, though recognized by govern- 
ment ;— and through their hands, in return, all the products 
of China which are exported must pass. 

Nov. 9. From the (datform of the roof of sir James 
Urroston's house, which is considerably elevated, we obtain- 
ed a bird'»«ye view of the city of Canton, and the adjacent 
country. The former is exceedingly crowded with build- 
ings, and the latter neither picturesque nor fertile. On the 
roofis of the houses, which are all flat and tiled, and appa- 
rently touching each other, scaffolds are erected for drying 
dothes and dying manufactured goods. Conveniences for 
pttiag fire-wood, and other lumber, are also arranged on the 
tops of the dwellings^ that no room may be lost below, 
where ground is so precious that men are made to wtow in 
ibrests, of which the '' trees of life " are not suflfered to oc- 
cupy more space than is barely sufficient for thriving, indi- 
vidually, and drawing each othctr up in society. Above the 
monotony of ordinary structures, rises one pagoda, of great 
height, while three others appear at some distance from the 
city. None of these seem to have any connection with 
ido^temples, standing quite apart from such, and being 
built, it is said, in honor of Uie illustrious dead. While 
these monuments to mortal man are thus stately, the temples 
dedicated to '< the immortal gods '' of China (so &r as we 
have had opportunity of obwrving, both here and in the 
islands) are comparatively low, and without towers or domes 
sufficiently elevated to give tli^m any measure of grandeur. 

The modes of living, among the Chinese, are, of course, 
very different, according to the rank and wealth -of the peo- 
ple — but the extremes of luxury and misery are no where 
more ludicrously contrasted. Those who can afford to pur- 
chase rare and expensive delicacies^ grudge no cost for 
them, as is proved by the price paid for edible Inrds' nests 
(glutinous compositions, formed by a kind of swallow, in 
vast dusters, found in caves in the Nicobar and other islands), 
five thousand dollars being sometimes given for a picul, 
weighing 133^ lbs. In the streets, multitudes of men are 
em^oyed in preparing these for sale — with a pair of tweezers. 
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plucking from them every hw, or fibre of feather, or extra- 
neous matter ; and, at the same time, carefully preserving 
the form of the nests, by pushing through them very slender 
slips of bamboo. Sharks' fins are highly prized, and, when 
well-dried, they fetch a great price. The beche-de-la-mer 
(a horrid-looking black sea-slug, formerly described), brought 
from the Pacific Islands, is also exceedingly esteemed by 
Qhinese epicures. But, while the rich fare thus sumptuous- 
ly, the mass of the poor subsist on the veriest garbage. The 
heads of fowls, their entrails, feet, with every scrap of di- 
gestible animal matter— earth-worms, seanreptiles of aU 
kinds, rats, and other vermin — are greedily devoured. We 
have noticed lots of black fi'qgs, in half dozens, tied to- 
gether, exposed for sale in shallow troughs of water. We 
have seen the hind-quarter of a horse, hung up in a butcher's 
shop, with the reconynendation of the whde leg attached. 
A lodger in our hotel complains that, his bed-room being 
over the kitchen, he is grievously annoyed in a morning by 
the noises of dogs ^ and cats, which are slaughtering below 
for the day's consumption — but not at our table. Not a 
bone nor a green leaf is ever seen in the streets : some use 
or another is found for every thing that would be refuse 
elsewhere. Their common cooking is effected by the sim- 
plest and cheapest process. An earthen fire-place, four or 
five inches wide at the bottom, and expanding to seven or 
eight at the top, with an opening at the side, is employed. 
In this, with a handful of fuel or charcoal, the fire is made, 
and a large culinary vessel being placed above it, a dinner 
for a family is soon prepared. These people are patterns of 
econorny. In eating they employ what Europeans call a 
pair of chop-sticks — two pieces of wood or ivory, about the 
thickness of a goose-quill, and nine or ten inches long. For 
ricd they hold the basin, containing it, to the chin, with one 
hand ; while, by means of the chop-sticks, dexterously man- 
aged between the fingers and thumb of the other, they con- 
trive to shovel every grain into their mouth. Fish, meat, and 
vegetables they pick up, in small morsels, with the ends of 
the sticks (using them as we do a pair of tongs), and thus, 
with infallible tact, convey all the food to its proper recepta- 
cle. To us these substitutes for knives and forks appeared 
the most inconvenient things that could have been invented, 
yet, to those accustomed to use them, no tools can be ima,- 
gined more handy for the work. 
6* 



Digitized by 



Google 



06 , IDOL-WORSHIP. 

Not. 11. At sunset the Chinese light inoense-stieks and 
candles, and burn sacred papers before tbeir household gods. 
In one of the shops, opened in front to the view of passen- 
gers, this evening we observed a young man at his vespers. 
There were three sdiall altars, at each of which he perform- 
ed the same ceremonies. First he presented, with a reve- 
rential inclination of the body, a lighted piece of sandal- 
wood and a candle, which he placed in a recess appropriated 
to hold them. Next he kneeled down, and bowed three 
times before the idol, touching the floor with his forehead, 
while a boy, standing behind, filled a cup with water from a 
tea-pot, which the worshipper poured out, as a libation, in 
three places, before the altar, again bowing himself to the 
ground as many times as before. This was done with the 
most imperturbable gravity, or rather apathy, as an affiiir of 
course, in which he neither courted nor shunned observar 
tion-^certainly not being one of those who make long 
prayers, for a pretence, that they may receive honor from 
men — but ffoing through a mechanical duty, in which so 
many genuflections, prostrations, manual acts, and unmean- 
ing looks, were absolutely necessary, and alone necessary. 
Before the principal idol there was set a meat-ofiering of 
about four pounds^ weight of pork, on the spirit of which 
the divinity was presumed to feast, leaving the offal {the 
better part), the flesh itself, for the use of the humble devo- 
tee. He then crowned his pantomimic sacrifice by taking 
thre^ bits of gilt paper, curled into a peculiar form, one of 
whioh he lighted at a sacred candle, and, laying it across the 
other two, placed all three upon the ground before the altar, 
and stood by, in silence, till the whole were turned to tinder. 
We may remark that, in a temple at this place, and no 
where else on our travels in the east, we have seen a woman 
at worship, lighting and presenting sandal-wood incense- 
sticks, at the idol-altars, with the usual mummery of stolid 
looks, antic postures, and low adorations. Females, indeed, 
are not excluded from Chinese temples as they are fit>m 
Mahommedan mosques; but that habitual reserve, which 
prevents them from appearing in the public streets, restrains 
them from visiting the public sanctuaries. 

Nov. 12. Accompanied by two mandarin soldiers we vis- 
ited a large and very ancient temple, on the isle of Honam, 
in the river Tigris, as the Canton river is called. The 
priests were very polite and accommodating to us. They 
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i a OEK^k^ike fraternity, under rows of celibaey. Tbeit 
^b is of coane graj cloth, their heads are either ratireij 
sharen, cht the hair is cot very short, and without the vulgar 
appendage of a long tail. They are a poor-looking class of 
peo|^e, who, being of the religion of Bndhu, scrupulously 
forbear to take away animal life, and subsist wholly on veg»* 
tables. The buildings occupy several acres of ground, and 
Bland in a row, constituting one multiform temple, to each 
of which there is a separate ascent by steps. That in the 
centre is the principal. In this are three gigantic st^ues, 
twelve feet in height, above the pedestals, and entirely over- 
laid with gold. In another part a female cok)vus is wor* 
^pped. All these structures, are substantially built, the 
roofs being peculiarly compact, admirably wrought, and, en 
the angles, ornamented with figures of dogs, lions, tigers, 
serpents, dragons, and monsters indescribable, that seem to 
be starting from the tiles, and descending upon the heads of 
those that walk below. Internally the apartments are splen- 
didly furnished with altars, lamps, great drums, and great 
bells, but, above all, with multitudes of carved and gilt 
idols, many of them as large as life, but we cannot say much 
resembling life in any other respect In one room we countr 
ed four and twenty of these mockeries of humanity, by 
which man represents Deity. On either side of these 
temples there is a row of very humble buildings, each about 
twelve feet square, containing cells for the accommodation 
of the priests ; besides which there are kitchens, dining- 
rooms, and other outhouses, under different roofe. In one 
of the kitchens we were shown a boiler of prodigious ca- 
pacity, in which, during times of scarcity, victuals are cook- 
ed by the priests for the poor. Here is a wooden drum, - 
formed of the hdlowed trunk of a tree, ten feet in length, 
with a low narrow aperture on one side. When used to 
summon the poor to their 'charitable repast, this huge cylin- 
der is struck with a wooden mallet, and gives out a very 
loud sound. On the south of these temples is an extensive 
and well-stored garden (as indeed it needs be), for the main- 
tenance of the priests, whose number amounts to a hun- 
dred. Hard by is their burying-ground, in the centre of 
which stands a large, square, stone sepulchre, for the preser- 
vation of those of their order whose bodies are burnt after 
their decease, in a furnace, upon the premises. Others, 
however, who orefer to be laid in the earth, and consumed 
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bj the wcnrms, tre depoeited in sqwrate graves round about 
this omnroon receptacle of the relics of those who pass through 
the fire. Adjacent to the garden is a jgrove of floorishing 
trees, in which thousands of birds build their nests and 
breed, without fear of being robbed or murdered by the to- 
taries of Budhu, and with the certainty of finding good board, 
as well as lodging, in that neighborhood^ 

-Behind the cells of the priests, and opposite the main en- 
trance to the sacred edifices, are temples of another kind^ 
dedicated to live gods ; namely, the styes of tweWe encH** 
mous hogs, so fat that they are scarcely able to move, and 
some of them, accordii^ to register, fifty, sixty, and even 
seventy, years of age. These are kept perfectly clean, and 
it cannot be denied that they are as worshipfiil as any of the 
works of men's hands that we have seen since we left home. 
They are immortal, also, in the same sense that the Lama of 
Thibet is, for, as surely as he never dies, these are kept in 
life, and as soon as one of this ** swinish multitude" goes the 
way of all flesh, another of the same species is honored with 
an apotheosis. 

We are informed that lord Amherst and his suite were 
entertained in this island on their embassy to the emperor 
of China ; and that in one of these pagan temples (the idc^s 
having been previously removed) divine service, to the only 
true God, was performed by the chaplain during the ambas- 
sador's residence here. 

' Nov. 14. Some fi'iends conducted us through a Hong 
merchant's warehouse, as long as a street, and stocked with 
goods enough to fireight many vessels. We were introduced 
to the proprietor, a plain-lookinff man, whose wealth is re^ 
ported to exceed four million pftunds sterling ; but who is 
too discreet to make any extravagant display of it, under so 
jealous and rapacious a government. Once, when he waa 
charged with some slight offence, a fine, equal to a hundred 
thousand pounds^ was imposed upon him by the mandarins ; 
but, when the case was laid before his Imperial Highness, 
the penalty was deemed disproportioned to the fault, and re* 
duced one-half. However, knowing the character of the 
local authorities, and willing to conciliate them, the prudent 
tradesman paid them the fifty thousand pounds which had 
been rebated at Pekin. 

Nov. 15. We went, in a boat, with captain Thomas, of 
the John Scott, a country ship, lying at Wampoa, to see 
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that vessel, intending to take a passage in her to Singqx>re. 
She is abcmt a thousand tons burthen, and has excellent ac- 
oommodations. Wampoa is fifteen miles below Canton, 
where English and other foreign ships are accustomed to an- 
chor, but above which none are allowed to go. We passed 
innumerable boats, barges, junks, and vessels of all kinds, 
on the rivCT, and, among others, a Chinese fleet, of between 
thirty and forty men of war, lying off the dock, at Honam 
Island. At a little distance fix>m that station are several 
streets of boats, inhabited by women of loose manners, who, 
not being permitted on shore, or in the city, are here tole- 
rated, if not protected, by government. These water-dwell- 
ings are decorated as gayly as the occupants can afford, with 
painting, sculpture, ^Uding, flowers, lanterns, and other or- 
naments. 

We observed three forts by the way. The first bears the 
name of Dutch Folly, built on a small island, under fal^ 
pretences ; but some cannon being landed betrayed the se- 
cret of the adventurers, who were immediately dispossessed of 
their new territory. A second fort is called French FoUy, 

' for some teason, as wise, no doubt, as that which stigma^ 
tized the former, though we have, not learnt what it was. 
The third is a Chinese fort, at the confluence of t^o 
rivers. Each of these streams may be the breadth of 
the Thames below the metropolis, and the low lands on their 
margin appear to be rich and highly cultivated. The soil is 
principally alluvial, having been gained firom the water, and 
liaUe to be overflowed by the occasional high tides. 

Along the banks are ingenious ccmtrivaaces, of great ex- 

' tent, for catching fish. Stakes being driven into the ground, 
bags are suspended between them, into which the fishes are 
drawn by the. flowing, and left by the ebbing, tide. But 
what struck tis as .most singular, or rather most amusing, 
was a duck-boat. The size was considerable, with wide 

- outside accommodations for the ducks. Of these we saw 
hundreds, swimming on the river, picking their feathers on 
the banks, or busily gobbling in the rice-fields, adjacent 
The birds are so trained that,, at the whistle of their keeper, 
they all hasten home fi^om their feeding or resting places, 
half on foot and half on wing, till they reach a Iward laid 
upon the water, along which they waddle, as orderly as sd- 
diers of the line, into the boat. They are kept for their 
eggs, and tio supply the Canton market. Another boat 
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attracted our attention — a small, low one, painted white; 
about which the fishes, being frightened by the agitation of 
the waters, and not understanding trap, or probacy not dis- 
tinguishing the snare by reason of its l^ht coloring, leap into 
it,^nd are thus caught in considerable numbers. 

Nov. 26. In company with teveral gentlemen of the &c- 
tory, we dined with Ilouqua, an eminent Hong merchant, at 
hu house on the other side of the water. He lives in Chi- 
nese magnificence, and the entertainment was of the most 
sumptuous kind. The whole house and premises were 
brilliantiy illuminated with lamps. The decorations of the 
rooms, and the style of the furniture, were splendid and cu- 
rious, but absolutely indescribable, otherwise than in the 
general terms — ^that every thing was ac<x>rding to the perfec- 
tion of Chinese taste. The dinner, which lasted nearly four 
hours, consisted ^f between thirty and forty courses, includ- 
ing all the luxuries of the clime and the season, servedupcui 
China table-ware of the richest patterns. To attempt a de- 
scription here would be hc^less, for every thing was so 
thoroughly national, that to be understood would require more 
ktfowledge of the manners of this singular people than many 
of our countrymen possess, and certainly much more than 
we could have learned without seeing, hearing, and tasting 
for ourselves. Before each guest was j^aced a pair of chap- 
sticks (formerly described) and a silver spoon, with a plate 
resembling a saucer, and a small cup to serve for a wine- 
glass. The first course consisted of various sw,eetmeats, to 
which every one helped himself from the dishes which were 
placed down the middle of the table. Presently the wine 
(prepared from rice, and not unpleasant .to the taste) was 
poured warm, from a silver vessel like a tea-pot, into the 
small cups before us. In pledging hedths this cup is held 
betwe^i both hands ; the parties then, exchanging courteous 
looks and bows, drink it off, and each turns the inside of the 
cup towards the other, to show that the whole has been fairly 
drunk ; it being deemed a great incivility to leave any liquor 
at the bottom. More substantial provisions, in basins and tu- 
reens, were next set upon the table, every one choosing for 
himself from the nameless and bewildering diversity of soups 
and made dishes, composed of fish, beef, mutton, fowls, 
ducks, geese, quails, pigeons, pigeons' eggs, turtle, d&c. d&c, 
all in a stewed form, for the most part very palatable,- and 
not pungently seasoned. A salt-cellar, and a saucer of soy, 



Digitized by 



Google 



A CHINB8X BftlDE. 71 

before each person^ enabled him to heighten the flavor of the 
ibod to his own taste. Towards the concliisicui, besides a 
second coarse of sweetmeats, basins of boiled rice, qaite dry, 
were set before all the company, with cups of tea ; the tea, 
as usual, being prepared in each cup, with hot water poured 
upon the leaves, and without either cream or sugar. The 
cloth was then removed, and the table covered with a pro- 
fusion of the most delicious fruits. These were accompanied 
by Madeira wine, which was drunk, like ev^ry other bever* 
age here, out of cups of the most delicate and exquisitely 
beautiful porcelain. 

The greatest rarity, however, after this feast, was the sight 
of a Chinese bride. The son of our host having been mar- 
ried a few days before, we were honored (according to the 
usage of the country, during the honey-moon) with permis- 
sipn to look at his wife, as she stood at the door of her apart- 
ment, while we were passing out The lady was surrounded 
by several old women, who held tapers and lamps above and 
about her, that we might have a more complete view of her 
figure and attire. She was a young person (perhaps seven- 
teen years of age), of middle stature, with very agreeable 
features and a light complexion, though she seemed to us to 
have used paint She wore a scarlet robe, superbly trimmed 
with gold, which completely covered her from the shoulders 
to the ground. The sleeves were very full, and along the 
bottom ran a beautiful fringe of small bells. Her head-dress 
q>arkled with jewels, and was most elegantly beaded with 
rows of pearls, encircling ilf like a coronet ; from the front 
of which a brilliant angular ornament hung over her fore- 
head and between her eye-brows.. She stood in a modest 
and graceful attitude, having her eyes fixed on the floor, 
though she occasionally raised them, with a glance of timid 
curiosity, towarda the spectators. Her hands, joined together, 
but folded in her robe, she lifted several times towards her 
face, and then lowered them very slowly. Her attendants, 
presuming that the guests would be gratified with a peep at 
that consummation of Chinese beauty, the lady's feet, raised 
the hem of the mantle from hers, for a moment or two 
They were of the most diminutive kind, and reduced to a 
mere point at the toe. Her shoes, like the rest of her bridal 
apparel, were scarlet, embroidered with gold. In justice to 
the poor creature, during this torturing exhibition (as we 
imagine it must have been to her), her demeanor was natural 
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and becoming ; and once or twice something like half ft 
smile, fbr an instant, showed that she was not entirely un« 
conscious of the admiration which her appearance excited, 
nor much displeased by it. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

Another Hong; Merchant's Hospitality — Dancing — ^Taking Leave of a 
Friend — Marriage-procession — Smugglers of Opium — Cmistmas Day 
— Deputation return to Singapore — -vSanship and Inhumanity of the 
Chinese — Deputation proceed to Malacca — Description of that Town 
— Extraordinary Tree — Pepper-plantations — Schools in Malacca — 
Chinese Fopperies — Proficiency of Native Scholars — ^Foundation of a 
Chapel laid — Chinese Emigrants — Tomb of Dr. Milne — Process of 
extracting Toddy — Land-crabs, Frogs, and Alligators — ^Arrival at Pi- 
naag — Si3>bath Exercises-r-Fantasiic Marriage-procession — Water- 
fall — Popish Mission College — Singular Paintings — A deposed King 
— The Great Tree — Monkeys and Birds — Sen^tive Plant — Dress and 
Habitations of the Malays — Personal Habits — Musical Cricket — In- 
genious Spider. 

Nov. 28. We dined with Chanqua, another Hong mer^ 
chant. All the English gentlemen at Canton, with most of 
the eaptains and principal officers of the ships at Wampoa, 
had been invited, so that the company amounted to nearly a 
hundred persons. The feast was more than all that the heart 
of a Chinese could desire, for it was in the English style, 
and, therefore, the best that he could offer to his outlandish 
guests. A sing-song, or drama, had been prepared in front 
of the dinner-table, and' a distinguished company of actors, 
from Nanquin, performed what to us was an unintelligible 
medley of dialogues, songs, feats of strength, tumbling, and 
other muscular exercises, accompanied by the incessant din 
of jarring, jingling, and discordant music, which required 
Chinese ears to relish, and which ours could with difficulty 
endure. We retired at nine o'clock in the evening, but the 
play and the feast were expected to continue tiH two or three 
the next morning. It^ is singular that the Chinese 4iave noth- 
ing among them that resembles dancing, ancient, and nearly 
universal, as this practice is among other nations, savage and 
civilized. One reason may be the jealous sepfaration of the 
sexes, and the privacy in which the women are kept. Per- 
haps the outrageous fashion of maiming the female foot may 
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have been an inventipa of the men to incapacitate their 
wives and daughters for this amusement. We are told that 
there is not even a word in the language of this people which 
technically signifies dancing, 

Dec. 4. !^ing prepared for our departure^ we took leave 
of sir James Urmston, the governor, fi'om whom we have 
experienced many acts of kindness, and the gentlemen of 
the English factory, to whom we also acknowledge ounelves 
to have been greatly indebted during 6ur stay here, especially 
Mr. Majoribanks, Dr. Pearson, Mr. Toon, Mr. Plowden, and 
others, whom, if we name them not. We yet remember with 
gratitude and esteem. 

Dec. 5. We went down the river to the ship which is to 
convey us to Singapore (the James Scott) ; but, as she was 
not to sail till to-morrow, we accompanied the first officer, 
, and Dr. Barnes, several miles up one of the lateral creeks. 
The sugar-cane was growing in great luxuriance on either 
side of the river. This being what the Chinese call '< a lucky 
day," we saw, alongshore^ in the course of our cruise firom 
Canton to Wampoa, four marriage processions, with large 
lanterns, bands of barbarian music, and gorgeously-deco- 
rated sedans for the bridegrooms and their brides. The 
'Mucky days" are specially marked in the almanacs of 
China, like the red-letter ones in ours ; and this cautious 
people never venture upon any important engagement with- 
out having such earnest of success as these will afibrd. 
Matrimony, of course, must be formed under the best aus- 
pices ; and he would be a bold man who durst contract it in 
the face of an unlucky day. The musicians, in the several 
processions, were all dressed in scarlet, which is the color for 
tbjoicing, as wh^te is for mourning. 

On our subsequent way to the island of Lintin, we passed 
many merchant and ot)ier ships, which we mention for the 
purpose of stating that among these, at one station, we were 
assured that, out of twelve,' ten were smugglers of opium , 
which being contraband, the left-handed traders in it have 
lately been so discreet in choosing lucky days for sailing, as 
well as for landing their cargoes, that of this drug, in spite 
of " the preventive service," quantities, to the value of be- 
tween nine and ten millions of dollars, have been imported 
within twelve months. 

Dec. 24* After a favorable voyage we reached Singq)ore, 
and landed to spend Christmas. 

VOL. III. 7 
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D^c. 25. Mr. Tyerman preached firom Luke ii. 10, 11, 
on the birth of our Savior, to about thirty Europeans, mer* 
chants and military. Not to one in a million of the uncount- 
ed population of China, further India, and the beautiful 
islands of the most magnificent archipelago in the world, have 
the ^* good tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all peo- 
ple," been declared with any more effect than the whistling 
of the wind, or the gurgling of the water, at the moment, 
produced on beings who have ears, but not to hear the things 
that belong to their peace. Of by far the greater bulk, it 
must be confessed, in plain truth, that they have never yet 
had any better opportunity of hearing ** that Christ Jesus 
came mto the world to save sinners," than their dead ances- 
tors in their graves, or the unborn of a century to come. 
Yet the false prophet has kindreds, and tribes, and peoples, 
and tongues, throughout the east, the willing and resolute 
dupes of his imposture. It is surprising what multitudes of 
devotees make, the pilgrimage to Mecca from the remotest 
regions beyond the Ganges. Not less than eight hundred of 
these are said to pass annually by Singapore, in Arabian ves- 
sels. They are represented to be proud, supercilious, and 
infatuated beyond measure with the notion of personal merit 
in undertaking this achievement, and acquired sanctity when 
they have performed it. 

The Chinese here are of different clans, or tribes, of 
which the members attach themselves to their own respec- 
tively, and are bound by oath to aid and promote each other's 
prosperity. This they may do as long as all goes well with 
them, but certain it is that, in many instances, they treat 
their nearest relatives with inhuman neglect, and even cru- 
elty, when they become infirm and burthensome to theriff 
We have heard of cases in which families, deeming a sick 
person incurable, have not only lefl them to perish, but 
hastened their demise by stupifying poison, when they 
have carried them out of doors, and laid them down on the 
ground to die. We saw two fellows dragging a poor, ema- 
ciated, old man along, by the legs and shoulders, in the most 
brutal manner, and then throw him into a boat, like a pow- 
erless piece of lumber, to be carried to another place out of 
the way. While the missionary-house here was building, 
one of the workmen experienced a stroke of the sun (coup 
'ff. soleil), and fell down in the midst of his fellow-laborers. 
They looked on for a moment, laughed, and said, " There 



Digitized by 



Google 



DEPUTATION PROCEEI^ TO MALACCA. 76 

will be one less to eat rice!" He expired within two 
days. 

1826. Jan. ]. Having shipped our luggage on board the 
Alexander, captain Armstrong, we embarked for Malacca. 
The ship had lost her two last captains by death in the 
course of a few months ; the first on her voyage from Singa- 
pore to Batavia, and the second on her return from Batavia 
to Singapore, two or three weeks ago; both in the Straits of 
Band a, and very near to the same place. The command, 
therefore, devolved upon the second officer, now captain 
Armstrdng, twenty-one years of age. He showed us in the 
log-book of the ship the following remarkable instance of 
the superstition of seamen. When the late captain lay dead, 
some Portuguese sailors were appointed to watch the corpse 
by night. A black cat happening to be*on board, they all 
armed themselves with handspikes, to defend their charge 
against the '' foul fiend," saying that if she should walk over 
the coffin between sunset and sunrise, the body would im- 
mediately rise up, when no power on earth could ever make 
it li6 down again. They likewise placed a glass of brandy 
and water in the cabin where the captain had breathed his 
last, shrewdly observing, that, as the deceased had always 
loved that kind of grog, perhaps his spirit might be hovering 
about, tormented with thirst, and, if so, it would certainly be 
glad of a draught of his favorite beverage. It would seem 
to be much easier for the mass of mankind, even among 
those who are called Christians, to believe any thing, rather 
than the truth, respecting *' aii hereafler." 

Jan. 15. Without any extraordinary adventure on our voy- 
age along the peninsula, we reached Malacca, and imme- 
aiately on landing were welcomed by Messrs. Humphries 
and Collie, who conducted us to the college house. This 
town, which has been in the hands of the EInglish since 
April, 1825, contains about thirty-five thousand inhabitants 
— Chinese, Malays, Portuguese, and a few English. It is a 
poor place, extending along the shore ; the houses towards 
the centre are pretty compactly built together, but those at 
the extremities mean and straggling ; the old church-tower 
(a ruin) and the light-house (built on the site of a dilapidated 
Portuguese chapel) are the most conspicuous objects, and 
the missionary college is the best building. The vicinity is 
marked by ranges of low hills, with one conspicuous emi- 
nence, Mount Mora. All these, as far as the eye can distin- 
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guith, are covered with wood. Eastward of the harbor are 
the Water Islands, a small group. A considerable river, 
descending from a great distance in the interior, disgorges 
itself into the sea. Over this there is a drawbridge. For- 
merly the town was defended by ii formidable fort, which was 
blown up by the English when they took possession of Ma- 
lacca, during the late war. It is understood that this was 
done at an expense of two millions of dollars, in the vain hope 
that the inhabitants, thus left without military protection in 
this lawless country, would emigrate to Pinang, which our 
countrymen were endeavoring to establish in rivalry of Ma- 
lacca. The explosion, however, proved to be a stroke of mis- 
calculating policy. Here also are the ruins of a convent, 
built under the superintendence of the Roman Catholic 
Apostle of India, the celetoited St. Francis Xavier. 

The missionary college, dwellings, printing-offices, and 
outrbuildings, arc all in satisfactory repair, and the business 
appears to be ably conducted. A remarkable instance of 
trqiMcal vegetation is now to be seen in the college garden. 
There is a tree, called the Pride of India, which l^rs a deli- 
cate iilac blossom ; the specimen here is thirty feet high, with 
many graceful boughs, yet the seed from which it sprang was 
planted only two years ago, and the stem has been once cut 
down to the root. This gigantic scion is, therefore, the 
second growth of the tree. 

Jan. 18. On an inland excursion, with Mr. Humphries, 
to distribute religious tracts among the Chinese, we had an 
opportunity of seeing some extensive pepper plantations, 
which are cultivated entirely by these industrious people. 
The plants, in rich luxuriance, support themselves by th^ 
boles of trees, or against posts fixed in the ground, up which 
they are trained. They grow to the height of seven or eight 
feet, much like hops, throwing out, in profusion, their clusters 
of green and unripe fruit. Indeed, the latter is gathered 
green, and, when dried in the sun, becomes what is called 
black pepper. On some of the bunches are found berries 
which are covered with a thin red rind. These are kept 
separate, and, this colored coating being careftdly rubbed 
off, the kernel is white pepper. A tenth part of the produce 
of these grounds is paid by the owner for rent. We visited 
about twenty families, and found in some houses eight or ten 
men residing together. They accepted the tracts in their 
own language which we offered them, with apparent pleasure; 
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and we were pleased to see many of the tracts which they 
had formerly received pasted up in their dwellings, on some 
of which remarks of their own had been written, expressive 
of their cordial approbation, though the subjects were purely 
evangelical. 

Jan. 19. Mr. Collie conducted us through the schools in 
Malacca, for Chinese children, under the care of the mis: 
sionaries. In these, and a few smaller ones in the country, 
they compute about two hundred and forty scholars, besides 
twenty-six who belong to the college. These attend from six 
o'clock in the morning, till eight in the evening, including , 
proper intervals for ineals. They all sleep at home with their 
families. In the schools which we visited, the boys were 
learning to read, and to get by heart catechisms and other 
religious lessons. 'A few of their countrymen's books are 
used for particular purposes, but none which contain any 
thing contrary to the gospel. Their teachers are Chinese ; 
yet, in none of the rooms, excepting one, ^id we perceive 
any trace of idolatry; but, as the children have unhappily 
examples of that at home, but too powerful in counteracting 
the ordinary influence of external Christian instruction, we 
can only in this, as we must do ii> many other cases, look to 
the power of God's Spirit for the desired success. We know 
not, in the meantime, what better can be done ; and though 
it be like casting bread upon the waters, as in sowing the 
paddy-fields here, jret, after many days, the spiritual rice-har« 
vest may appear, as the natural one does abundantly in its 
season. 

The nails, which we observed growing on three of the 
tflingers of one of the schoolmasters, were of surprising length, 
the largest being not less than six inches. They were all 
considerably curved, like talons. We offered the man a dol- 
lar apiece for these loathsome excrescences, but he was too 
proud of ornaments so precious in his own sight to part with 
them for twenty times their weight in silver. This is one of ' 
the finical and foppish Chinese fashions, to show that the per- 
scms thus disfigure4 do not live by a menial occupation, but 
rank as gentlefolks. We have been assured that women's 
feet are maimed for the sake ^f the same vanity, as none but 
ladies can afford to lose what Providence has made indispen- 
sably necessary for the use of those who are compelled to la- 
bor for their subsistence. 

Jan. 22. (Lord's day.) Mr. Tyerman, on the invitation of 
7* 
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Mr. Humphries, who acts as chapl^ia here, preached in the 
old Datch chapel, before a congregation of about seventy 
people, English, Dutch, Chinese, and Malays. In the after- 
noon, a hundred and twelve Chinese scholars were catechis- 
ed, in the lecture room at the college. They answered ques- 
tions, and repeated lessons, with mechanical accuracy. Some 
of these lads could recite th^ contents of a moderate sized 
volume, without mistaking a single character — ^no small 
achievement in Chinese literature. In the evening several 
of them were exercised in psalm and hymn singing, in their 
own tongue ; when their performances were quite as well as 
could have been expected. To eight of the boys who under- 
stood English pretty well, we delivered a few words of suit- 
able advice and encouragement. All the children in these 
schools are half-castes ; the fathers being Chinese, and the' 
mothers Malays. They generally speak their mother tongue 
— Malayan j but in the college they are required to employ 
the Chinese only. 

Several attempts have been made to open schools here for 
girls, among the Malays ; but these have hitherto been inei^ 
fectiv6,the parents insisting that the Koran, and sundry books 
of their own, to the exclusion of all others, should be used ; — 
terms to which no Christian teachers could ever agree, with- 
out themselves becoming renegades. 

Jan. ''28. At the request of the missionaries, we laid the 
foundation-stone of a chapel (there being none at present), 
for the benefit of the Chinese and the Malays. Most of our 
countrymen at Malacca attended the ceremony, together 
with a great concourse of the mixed native population. Mr. 
Tyerman in English,— Mr. Humphries, in Malay, — Mr.* 
Collie, in Chinese,— severally addressed the audience on the 
purposes of the intended building: Some of the Mahomme- 
dan Malays expressed much displeasure at the idea that they 
should be thought to need t^he instructions of British mission- 
aries; while on the other hand, the idolatrous Chinese were 
not a little chagrined that a Christian chufch should be erect- 
ed just opposite to their principal temple. We trust that this 
very cause of offence will ultimately be the means of grace 
to both. 

Jan. 29. A Portuguese ship from Macao, having come 
into harbor with a hundred Chinese on board, we went with 
Mr. Humphries to distribute tracts among them. These they 
eagerly received. The vessel was bound for Pinang, and the 
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Chinese emigrants were going thither for the purpose of sell* 
ing themselves to the planters in that island for a year ; the 
pnrchaser, in such eases, advancing a year's wages to the 
captain to pay for their passage, and stipulating, for a certain 
quantity of work to be done by them, within the term of ser« 
vitude, to furnish them with rice, clothing, and tobacco. 

Jan. 30. In the Portuguese burying-ground, we saw the 
tomb of the Society's late excellent missionary, Dr. Milne. 
It is a plain oblong sepulchral structure, arched and elevated 
about four feet above the ground. On the headstone are 
inscriptions relating to the death of his ovife, his child, 
and himself. All missionaries who die on this station will 
be entitled to interment in the same humble mansion of 
mortality. 

Feb. 4. We were shown the process of extracting toddy 
from the cocoa-nut tree. Just as the young nuti are begin- 
ning to be formed, they are cut off from the stalks on which 
they grow, and a bamboo, that holds about half a gallon, is 
a^ttached to the wounded part, so as to receive the sap which 
flows fit>m it, and which would otherwise have nourished the 
fruit. This vessel is emptied twice every day, before sun- 
rise and after sunset. One of these stems will yield as much 
as a quart in twenty-four hours. The liquor must be drunk 
immediately, or it will soon ferment and turn sour. In taste 
and color it mucji resembles milk and water ; sweet, but 
slightly acid. Arrack, an intoxicating spirit, is distilled from 
it. The fresh toddy is hawked about in the streets, morning 
and evening. 

Land-crabs abound here, in the low grounds, where they 
burrow in the earth, and throw up hillocks of such bulk that 
one of them would fill the body of a cart. There is a froa 
which is found both in fresh and salt wat€r. It is long-bodied, 
like a lizard, having very prominent eyes. It runs over the 
surface w^ith surprising celerity. Alligators are numerous in 
the rivers, and in the sea at their confluence. They are not 
very audacious, but will generally make their escape at the 
approach of a man ; yet they are prompt enough to carry off 
any one, whom they catch at his ease leaning on the edge 
of his canoe, with the gunnel near the water. 

Feb. 9. We came to anchor, this evening, in the harbor 
of Pinang, having left Malacca, on the 6th, in the barque, 
Malvina, captain Howard. George Town, the metropolis of 
the island {ox, rather, the small group known by the general 
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name of Pinang, or Prince of Wales's island, near the main 
land of the Malay peninsula V stands upon at least a squar« 
mile of ground, and is well laid out in streets, at right angles. 
There is an air of superiority about it — an English character^ 
which we have not seen before in the east. Many of the 
buildings are in good style. The residences of the governor 
and the principal officers are very delightful retreats, adjacent 
to the town, having high hills for their back-ground, and be- 
ing surrounded by gardens and plantations, of which nut- 
megs, full of fruit, cloves, and other spices, are the omameht- 
al trees and shrubs. Malays and Chinese, as usual in this 
part of India, compose^ the bulk of the population ; the former 
the drudges, the latter the mechanics, tradesmen, and farm- 
ers of the settlement. 

Feb. 12. Being Lord's day, Mr. Beighton, the missiona- 
ry here, met his Malay congregation. About seventy per- 
sons, of both sexes, were present, one half of whom were 
adults, the rest children under religious instruction. The 
service was principally catechetical ; prayer was offered, ' 
hymns were sung, and certain portions of Scripture eiqpound- 
ed. Mr. Tyerman afterwards proposed various questions, to 
those who were accustomed to attend, most of which were 
satisfactorily answered by adult persons. In the afternoon 
we visited one of the schools in the Malay campong, and 
were well pleased with what we saw and heard there. Mr. 
T. also preached, in the evening, Uy a congregation consisting 
of nearly all the respectable British residents. 

On our return from the school, we met a Malay marriage- 
procession. The bride, a girl apparently iiot more than nine 
years of age, was drawn, by a buffalo, in a cart^ with a low 
white curtain carried round the sides, but not high enough 
to hide her altogether. Sh0 was neatly dressed, and sat at 
the hinder, part of the carriage, in wrhich, immediately before 
her, a man was dancing and posture-making, in the most 
ridiculous manner. The bridegroom, a boy about twelve 
years old, and gaudily dressed, came after, on a singular kind 
of vehicle, richly bedizened. It was in the form of a green 
dragon, with hideous head and gaping jaws, and a tail of 
serpentine length. In the hollow of this monster's body sat 
the happy youth, with several of his friends, under a tawdry 
canopy ; the whole being borne on the shoulders of twenty 
men. Then followed another cart, 6n which a huge drum 
was mounted, and beaten^ with hearty good-will, by a lusty 
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fellow behind. A band of noisy musical instmments i 
panied the procession, with no unall rabUe of qpectitort. 

Feb. 15. At a distance of five miles from George Town, 
there is one of the most beautifiil waterfalls in ue world. , 
The stream is not very considerable, excepting after heavy 
rains, when it sends its '' precipice of foam," in rolome upon 
volume, down the whole breadth and length of the fidl, of 
which the entire height is not less than five hundred feet, 
forming an angle of eighty decrees with the iKurizon. From 
this summit descends, in ordinary times, an uninterrupted 
cascade, to the depth of fifty feet ; where, being divided by 
innumerable projecting points of the rock, the currents weak 
their passage in a thousand glittering meanders ; but, nearly 
midway, they are all collect^ into two main channels, of 
which one rushes fiiriously along an angular guUy, between 
two crags, while the other flows, with equal velocity, over the. 
smooth surface of a broad rock, nearly perpendicular; till, at 
length, both meeting towards the foot of these eminences, 
they form one Unrrent, broken into spray, and jets, and rills, 
and tumbling waves, over the remainder of we mountain, 
among masses of granite. An aqueduct, from this unfailing 
■surce, conveys water into George Town. 

On our way back we called at a Roman Catholic college, 
in a sequestered spot, called Pulo Tekos, or, the Island of 
Rats. Here a number of Chinese youths are trained up for 
missionaries to their parent country. Eighteen such, firom 
fifteen to twenty years of age, lire at this time on the founda- 
tion. We found them all reading Latin. The padres in- 
formed us that their church has §30,000 good Catholics in 
China, principally in the province of Tokien. The priests 
there have to carry on their work with greiit secrecy in prop- 
agating the faith. Yet there have been put to death, withm 
the last ten years, two of them, for having entered too pre- 
cipitately upon their duties, before they had obtained leave 
from government How they obtain leave at all, is a ques- 
tioQ not easily answered ; but it is quite certain that there is 
a remnant of popery in the heart of China, which neither 
emperor nor priest has yet found a pretence to cast out 
The expense of that unique mission is defrayed firom Eu- 
rope. 

Not fhr from Pulo Tekos stands a Siamese temple, in a 
grove of cocoa-nut trees. Calling upon the chief priest, a 
Very old man, we found him in a yellow silk dress, wound 
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like a scarf about his body, from the left shoulder, hanging 
down on the right side, and braced with a sash about the 
middle. His house was very dirty, though quite a pantheon 
of his country's divinities. Here were idols of all shapes (in- 
tended to be human) and all sizes, from two inches to two 
feet; of silver, marble, wood, and several of them richly gilt; 
some sitting, some standing, like the Hindoo and Budhu 
images. We wished to purchase one or two, but he said, 
** No ; you may look at them if. you please, but I must not 
seU any.'' When we had taken one or another up to exam- 
ine their material and workmanship, as soon as we restored 
them to his hands the old priest devoutly raised them to the 
crown of his head, and held them, while he muttered a mo- 
mentary prayer, probably to purify the dumb blocks, which 
we had desecrated by touching them, or to pacify the incensed 
spirits which they represented. He afterwards courteously 
accompanied us to thQ temple, himself taking the lead, as 
we approached under a covered way to the house of the great 
idol, before which, the instant when he had opened the door, 
he threw himself prostrate. As we entered, he rose up, and 
hastening to a great bell, which was suspended on one side 
of the pathway, he gave it a smart blow with the clapper ; 
then went to another bell, on the contrary side, and did the 
same — to prepare his god, we presume, for the reception of 
the strangers who were come to visit him. The image was 
somewhat larger than life, gilt all over, cross-legged, and in a 
sitting posture, the usual attitude of Budhu. A net was sus- 
pended over the head, which hid the temples. The sanctu- 
ary was not more than * six feet square ; and within it were 
contrivances for lamps, and urns for incense-sticks. The 
door could scarcely be opened wide enough to admit a ftill- 
growu person. Beyond this, within another inclosure, stands 
an elegant minaret, on a square basement, of which each 
side measures fifteen feet. This structure consists of six 
steps, or stories, graceftilly diminishing upward. On the top- 
most of these stands a column, thirty feet high, most curious- 
ly and lavishly ornamented, especially towards the capital, 
about which a multitude of bells are suspended. A small 
iron rod, supporting a vane, crowns the whole. 

Near these ediftjces are several graves, with monuments 
over them, manifesting much reverence for the dead, with 
equal good taste and good feeling in the living. In a build- 
ing, raised only a few feet above the level of the ground, and 
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open at the sides, are hung two pictures, from seven to eight 
feet long by three broad. One of these, portraying a future 
state of happiness, has certainly no attractions either for this 
world or the next. Several illndrawn figures are all grouped 
in the same attitude, ** where fixed in dumb stupidity they 
stare." The other, which exhibits the pains of a heathen 
hell, makes amends for the neutral tint of the former, and 
almost compels the spectators to exclaim, " O horrible — ^hor- 
rible! — ^most horrible !" Pregnant women (adulteresses) 
are represented as suffering the most unheard-of tortures. A 
liar is stretched upon his back, while a fiend is tearing out 
his tongue. One wretch attempts to escape through a hole 
in a wall, but meets a fellow on the other side, who drives 
him back with a ponderous maul. A cauldron, filled with 
human skulls, is placed upon a fire composed of human 
bodies, fi'bm every limb of which flames are bursting forth. 
These are but samples of the infernal divernties of torments, 
the most excruciating, which ^re crowded, in detail, upon 
the dreadful canvass — the inventions of some Siamese Dante, 
equalling, at least in atrocity, the sternest fictions of the Ital- 
ian poet. 

Feb: 18. Mr. Beighton introduced us to his majesty, the 
king of Clueda, who lives next door to him. Queda is a con- 
siderable province of the peninsula of Malacca, where this 
petty sovereign reigned, as a vassal of the king of Siam, till 
the latter expelled him' firom his throne, about three years 
ago, for neglecting to pay the customary tribute. Seeking 
refiige under the British government at Pinang, he has been 
hospitably treated, and a pension of 500 dollars a month set- 
tled on him. He receiv^d us with great condescension ; and 
after we had taken coffee with hitn, to do us a kindness, as 
he imagined, his dancers were ordered to be brought in for 
our entertainment. These were three little girls, eight or 
nine years old, who, with no extraordinary grace or science, 
exhibited a variety of gestures and attitudes, sitting, stand- 
ing and moving, which were accompanied by instrumental 
music, resembling that of Java, and the voices, behind a 
skreen, of other females. His majesty keeps up sufficient 
state to make the affectation of it contemptible. The palace 
(as a royal dwelling must be called) is a kind of harem ; all 
his household (we are informed) being females, and in num- 
ber nearly two hundred. The ex-king was dressed in ordi- 
nary Malay habiliments, and there was nothing in his per- 
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icmtl I4>p6iraiice thai indicRted the pride and fierceness of 
an eastern despot A guard of soldiers is allowed him, who 
attend at the gate of his residence. 

Feb. 21. From a high hill near James Town, we had an 
extensive view of the island north-westward. The low land is 
alluvialy consisting of sand and shells, af^rently of recent 
formation. The moontains, some of the peaks of which rise 
to 3500 feet, are of coarse, gray granite, containing very little 
mica, and much resembling that which abounds on the south- 
em coast of China. 

Feb. 22. Crossing the Straits o^ Pinang, where they are 
about six miles broi^, we landed on that part of the penin- 
sula which is called Queda, a section of which, thirty miles 
long, and three in depth, belongs to the English, having been 
purchased of the reigning prince in 1786, at the time when 
Pinangvwas obtained. Captain Low, who has the command 
of this settlement, has under him a few Sepoys (native sol- 
diers), and a hundred and twenty c(mvicts, who are employed 
in making roads. The pc^lation, consisting of Chinese, 
Malays, and Bugis, is estimated at 16,000. This shred of 
coast b very flat, rising little above the level of the sea, but 
bounded far inland^with mountains of considerable elevation. 
The whole was one wilderness of straggling trees and rank 
underwood, the haunt of reptiles and wild beasts, till the set- 
tlers cleared a few habitable places, which they are gradually 
enlarging by carrying fire and swcnrd, as it were— the axe 
and the flame — through the jungle. 

Feb. 24. Eight imles south of George Town grows the 
seiomian, or great tree (as it is worthily styled), which at- 
tracts the curiosity of all strangers, and is the pride of the 
natives. It is, beyond comparison, the most beautiful obpct 
of the kind which we have yet seen in all bur travels. This 
paragon stands on a steep declivity, facing the east. Five 
feet from the ground the bole measures ten yards in circum- 
ference, and thence, gracefiilly tapering, ascends to the 
height of nearly a hundred and twenty feei, before it sends 
ferth branches. Beyond that point, several large ones di- 
verge in various directions, and form a head to the further 
height of forty feet, not very broad, but towering, under a 
diadem of verdure, far above all the rank and file of the for- 
est. The stem is perfectly straight, and as shapely as the 
shaft of a Corinthian column. From the bark, when punc- 
tured, exudes a white gum, which dries to the cmisii^ency 
of Indian rubber. 
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On our return, we observed serenl monkeys leapinff about 
ficom tree ^ tree, as though they had the power of flight, 
without wings, through the air — so free and unfearing they 
seemed to our unaccustomed eyes. By the way-side, how- 
ever, were sundry traps, set by man, the cominon enenv <^ 
a& his fellow-animals, to ten^>t these nimble ^niiens or the 
woods to risk their harle<)uin-liberty for a paltry bait of fruit. 
To guard against monkeys and serpents, in these regions, 
some birds suspend their nests, like purses, from the extremi- 
ties of small branches. These, which are exquisitely wrought 
of grass, have the entrance at the bottom, through a iMig 
tube-like, or bottle, neck ; on one side of the interior is the 
depository for the eggs. They may be literally called cas- 
tles in the air. TIk^ which we took belonged to the tailor- 
bird, and were cunningly hung on a tree, armed at all points 
with sharp prickles ; the politic little builder choosing that in 
preference to others, as affording her brood the best security 
frmn monkeys, who were not very likely to gambol in such a 
neighborhood. The ava, of the Pacific Islands, was growing 
here, which we have not before seen in the Indies. The 
asimosa, or sensitive-plant, nms wild every where in Pinang, 
shrinking and reviving at the slightest touch, as though it 
w«re, indeed, " tremblingly alive m o'er." It is now in full 
flower, bearing a delicate pink-colored blossom — a little gbbe, 
three fourths df an inch in diameter. 

Feb. 27. The Malays here, and elsewhere, build their 
houses, or rather hovels, two or three feet above the ground, 
over brooks, water-courses, or swamps, by preference, for the 
sake of coolness. These are constructed of bamboos, with 
open floors and thatched roofe ; seldcmi having windows, and 
being entered by steps of boiu^ds or ^sticks. Within there is 
a partition, forming a day and a night room ; and on the 
floor those who can afford such a luxury spread a mat. On 
this they usually sit cross-legged, though here and there a 
chair or a bench may be found, as an article extraordinary 
anumg their scanty domestic furniture. Living almost en- 
tirely upon rice, a pot or a pan, with a fire-frame, are all their 
cm^ing requisites. Both sexes wear a length of cotton- 
cbth, douUedr and sewed together at the ends, like a towel 
on a rdler. This they wrap twice round their loins, and, 
when long enough, throw one end of it over their shoulders. 
The men occasionally wear short drawers, a jacket, and a 
handkerchief, fended like a turban, round their heads ; but 
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this is " full dress;" necessity with most, and choice with 
many, causing them to make much less serve^ The women, 
generally, cover the upper part of their persons with a loose 
nrock, and, if they are wealthy enough to purchase a shawl 
of any kind, they fiuten a key, or some small matter, to the 
lower corner, and carry it over one shoulder. Few of either 
sex use ornaments, proli>abIy because they are too poor to 
afford such superfluities. The women's hair is Worn indi^ 
ferently, either in a knob at the back of the head, or in el^ 
locks over their shoulders. In general these people are in- 
dolent and filthy in their habits, being, as we have repeat- 
edly remarked, the coolies^ or doers of all work that nobody 
else will do who can find more creditable employment 

Though there af^ars to us little similarity between the 
Malay language and that of the Pacific Islanders, excepting 
a few words found in both, we cannot doubt of the commu- 
nity of their origin. Their persons, color, hair, and eyes ; 
their general features, manner of walking (especially the 
l^ait of the women), their habits of life, their mode of cloth- 
mg, &c., plainly indicate that they are of one stock. There 
is, indeed, one remarkable distinction — the Malays never 
tatoo their bodies ; perhaps, when their ancestors embraced 
Mahommedanism, this practice was prohibited, as having 
been connected with idolatry. On the other hand, the tribes 
of the Pacific never practised the disgusting method of 
blackening their teeth, and making their mouths and lips ar- 
tificially red; as the Malays universally do. This is partly 
effected by chewing the pernicious betel-nut, wrapped in an 
aromatic leaf, with lime, and a gummy substance called 
gam bier, of which a quid is made, and the whole mass of 
abominable ingredients is thrust together into the mouth, 
with the occasional addition of a large piece of tobacco,- 
half of which projects outward, and completes the Malayan 
physiognomy of filth and ugliness. The teeth soon become 
jet black, and, as they decay early by the corrosive process, 
the mouths of these wretched people exhibit charnel-houses 
of rotten stumps, which, for the purposes of breathing free- 
ly, or from idiotic listiessn^ss, they keep continually open. 
Some of the men shave ; others wear long beards. One 
good custom they have, and with naming it we shall dismiss 
their persbnal manners ;— all people, of both sexes, bathe at 
least onCe every day, by throwing water over their heads, 
with a kind-of bucket made of the broad leaf t>f a tree 
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March 3. There is an insect in the mountains here, a 
species of gryOus (cricket), which makes a k>ud noise with 
its wings, at certain seasons, probably to attract its mate. 
Not content with the simple sound which it can produce by 
a natural action, it is said to resort to an exceedingly curious 
acoustic contrivance to increase*it ; but we shall merely de- 
scribe its nest, leaving its musical capabilities to better judges. 
In the sides of a hole which it forms in the earth, large 
enough to contain its body, it hollows out seven small tun- 
nels, which, diverging from that common centre, and pene- 
trating towards the surface of the ground, at length open 
above in a circle of a palm's breadth in diameter. These 
cylindrical apertures, being made quite smooth within, ex- 
pand towards the top, where each may be half an inch wide, 
like so many minute spedking trumpets. The insect then 
taking its stand in the central cavity which communicates 
with these, and there exercising its fairy minstrelsy, the 
sound passes through every tube ; and, whatever be the use 
of this peculiar structure, the tiny musician within makes 
hill-side and thicket to ring with the chiruping din that he 
emits from it. 

On the same mountains is found a species of tarantula, a 
monstrous spider, which forms a den bt itself in the ground, 
two inches in diameter, exceedingly smooth within, and well 
shaped; but what most deserves admiration is a trapdoor 
over the entrance, which it perfectly covert. This ingenious 
appendage, composed of different vegetable materids mat- 
ted together, like felt, is so hung at the upper part as to al- 
low of being raised up when the animal goes in or out, 
after which it immediately falls down again into its place. 
The edges are curiously fringed with a kind of net-work, 
either for ornament — the whole nest displaying exquisite 
skill and beauty of contrivance— or to conceal the access^ 
and render it less liable to be discovered. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 



Toyage to Calcutta— Enter the R|yer Hooghly— Approach to the City 
— ^IlieRey. James Hill — YisitinKyuioiis Places — ^Archdeacon Corrie 
—Female Orphan School— The^lack. Town— Fort William— Muse- 
um of the Asiatic Society— Town Hall— Visit to the Episcopal Cler- 
gy—The Palanquin — Ramohun Roy — Intensity of Jhe Heat— Bish- 
op's College — Botanical Garden — Banyan-trees — Visit to Serampore 



— Dr. Carey and his Colleagues — A Temple of Juffsemaut— ^Ma- 
hommedan Mosoue — ^Baptist College — Return to Ualcutta — ^Bridal 
Paceant— Bullocks— Afr. Trawin, at Kidderpore — Dancing Serpents 



^-Docility and Sagacity of Elephants — ^Kalee Ghaut — Swinging-ma- 
chine. 

March 11. Havino, by invitation, visited the governor, 
who* was not at home on oar first landing, but who now re- 
ceived us with great kindness, we prepared to sail for Cal- 
cutta, by the Danish brig Pearl, captain Bendichson, bur- 
then three hundred tons. This afternoon we embarked ac- 
cordingly, after taking leave of our esteemed .missionary 
friends, and other respectable residents who have shown us 
many civilities. 

April 15. Our log-book records nothing remarkable since 
we left Pinang on the 12th ult. We have, indeed, suflbred 
a little from heat and scarcity of water, but on the whole 
have been graciously brought on our way through sqi^lls, 
and calms, and fevorable gales. TVe are now entering the 
river Hooghly, a branch of the Ganges. The channel is 
about five mMes wide, the land xm either side very flat, with 
"many stunted trees, of variegated foliage, amotig which the 
fan-palm rises with superior grace, though to no considerable 
hefght. The population must be very dense ; innumerable 
native dwellings appear on every hand, principally in village 
groups, and under clamps of trees, for the benefit of the 
shade. Small herds of buffaloes are seen grazing on the 
banks of the river, and a few land-birds have visited the 
rigging of our vessel. 

April 16. We left behind us the mouths of several fine 
streams, which flow into the main river firom the westward ; 
and safely crossed the dangerous sands called the James 
and Mary, firom the name, of a ship formerly cast away there. 
The Hooghly, now become a narrower, is yet a noble rivet, 
about half a mile broad ; the level country on its banka.as- 
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•uming a richer regetable hue, whHe the maltitade and 
proximity of hamlets and small towns perceptibly increase as 
we ad?anc6 inland. The villas of European residents also 
begin to appear, and add a new feature of elegance to Indian 
landscape; As we were sailing in view of the government 
botanical garden, a spectacle truly Hindoo, for the first time, 
caught our attention ; — a human carcass floating down the 
current, with ravenous vultures standing upon it, and tearing 
the flesh from the bones, which were already half stripped, 
the ribs on one side being com{detely bare, and seen above 
the water. Other dead bodies we observed lying on the 
beach, all in charge of the vultures, hawks^ and adjutantp 
cranes, who were eagerly preying upon them. 

Now the far-famed city of Calcutta burst upon our sight 
with imposing grandeur, from its vast extent and the mag- 
nificent style of its buildings, though situated upon a plain 
90 flat, that those only along the banks of the river can be 
seen. On the right is a spacious dock-yard, with several 
large ships upon the stocks in it, where, though it is the 
Lord's day, all hands are at work — as if the proprietor were 
not a Christian, and the world of business must no more 
stand still, than the earth in its orbit, on the Sabbath. A 
little above stands the vast and formidable fortress, Fort Wil- 
liam, though very low, according to our notions, fi>r such 
defence. From within ^ rises the observatory, a column-like 
structure, of great elevation; near which appears a new 
church, of florid Gothic architecture, not quite finished. 
Further on we were sho^'n the government-house, with its 
goodly dome, and many other sumptuous buildings, all of 
brick, but handsomely stuccoed. The harbor seemed erowd- 
«d with ships, among whi^h were two steam-vessels firom 
England. Having come to anchor, we were glad to land, 
and hasten to the house of our friend, the Rev. James Hill, 
of Union Chapel, which we had some difficulty to find, 
amidst such a labyrinth of masonry as we had entered inib. 
We were carried through the Mreets in palanquins, with four 
hearers to each. Well may Calcutta be called a city of pal- 
aoes.- Mr. Hill and his excellent wife received us with 
Christian affection, for His sake, whose we are, and whom 
we wish to serve, and for the sake of that great and good 
Society, which we, however unworthily, represent. We 
had the happiness to attend public worship in the evening, 
at ^r. Hill's chapel, where he preached to a respectable 
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ooi^praf itioii c^ about two hundred persons, the largest that 
we have seen for a long* time. 

Aporil 17. Few cities in the world will strike an untrav- 
elled stranger from England, on his first arrival, with more 
astonishment thaor Calcutta. Wide streets, reaching finr 
miles ; numberless mansions, of the most superb architec- 
ture, in general standing apart at short distances — all with 
flat roofs and parapets ; the singular physiognomy, costume, 
and manners of its Oriental population ; the pomp and vari- 
ety of equipages, native and foreign, in the streets ; the 
number, rank, and character of European residents,— H^ivil, 
military, and commercial ; these, with the inseparable ideas 
of multitude and immensity, associated with every thing that 
he sees or hears of in connection with society and its pur- 
suits here, will, for a time, overwhelm and bewilder him. 
Perhaps, however, nothing wUl strike him as more singular, 
in the midst of a populous city, than to hear, when he 
awakes in the morning, the cawing of innumeraUe rooks, 
and the chattering of jackdaws, with which the air resounds, 
like the perpetual murmur of waves 

" Over some wide-water*d shore." 

Nor, when he walks the streets, will be be less surprised to 
observe the tameness of these birds, helping to and firo, and 
picki^ up what they like, under the (eet of passengers ;; 
while vultures and kites, with keenisr eyes, and fi-om higher 
stations, are looking out for carrion-prey, on which, whe» 
they find it, they alight at once, flap their wings, and rend dc 
in open day, on the spot ii^here it has fallen. Above all, thr 
beauty and majesty of the adjutant-cranes (fowls of gigantic 
size, perched upon palace-roofs, where they rather resemble 
ornaQiental sculptures than living birds) wdl seem to ddudb 
his senses into a persuasion that he has been transported inKr 
the wcnrld oi dreams or enchantment, where a new order of 
natuce exists. But here, as every where else, w<mder is a 
brief and transient emotion, and all these strangenesses wijD 
soon resdve themselves into commoi^piaces. In fiict,thei'ji» 
ponity which birds of prey enjoy is a necessary provisicm §&r 
the health and comfort of human society, in a climata an J ft 
pli^ce where life and death are so firequ^tly in ccmtact, f Juit 
unless the perishing remains of mortidity were buried outdT 
sight as quickly as possible, existence would be intolera h^, 
and the plague perpetitfd. A heavy fine, therefore, is ixt^ 
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posed on persoiis who wantonly destroy these fiMthered 
scavengers and undertakers. 

. April 18. We palled upon archdeacon Corrie, by whom, 
as the friend of all who lo?e the Lord Jesus, we were most 
kindly welcomed. As we were approaching his house, we 
w^e informed of the sudden death of the Insfaop of Cal- 
cutta, the excellent and exemplary Dr. Heber, a few days 
ago, at Trichinopoly. All classes of people here — to whom 
his worth was kiK>wn, and by whom the highest expectations 
of future benefit to India, from his evangelical labors, had 
been entertained— ^eejJy lament his early removal. But 
the great Head of the Church, whether He sends out his 
nessengers before his face to prepare his way, or removes 
them in the outset of their ministry, best knows what m 
best, both for them and ibr his service ; and when, in the 
last' day. He shall be glorified in his saints, it will be acknowl- 
edMd that '' He hath done all things well.'' 

We afterwards visited the female orphan school, a hand- 
some establishment supported by government, for the benefit 
of orphan childi en of Europeans only, of wlK)m there are at 
present eighty^wo on the foundaticm. The master, the Rev. 
Mr. Schmidt, a faithful Loitheran minister, with his pious 
wife, conduct it on decidedly Christian principles, bringing 
up the children in the nurture and admonition of the Ix>rd. 
iHie girls are maintained here till they are either married, 
or eii||tt>le situations have been provided for them. Ten are 
imtruoted in the Bengalee and Hindoostanee languages, 
that they may be qualified to become agents in that ** new 
thing in the earth," — the education of native females in In- 
dia. Several who have gone out are already thus benefi- 
eenitly em^doyed as teachers in schools. 

To-day, while we have been carried about in palanquinir, 
from one place <^call to another, the air felt as though it caane 
up«R our faces from the mouth of a furnace ; and the bearers, 
aecus^Nned as they are to tropical heat, were in very ill 
humw, their feet being scorched by the very ground on which 
the sun shone ; so that, when they could, they took refuse 
by the roadsides, where they might walk for a few paces m 
the shade upon the grass. In the evening we explored that 
part of Calcutta which is called the Black Town, being prin- 
cipally tenanted by natives of this country. With the excep* 
tion of one stately mansion, occupied by some wealthy persons 
of rank, the dwellings in general are poor hovels, and, though 
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built of bricks, aw for the most part miserably out of t^pnix. 
We passed many Hindoo temples; some of them handsome 
edifices, and one very extensive, but in utter dilapidation. 
Mile after mile are ranges of shops, where all kinds of wares 
are exposed to sale ; while, in many of them, useful articles^ • 
— and in others superfluous ones, but much in demand — are 
manu&ctured; such as gods, and trumpery ornaments to 
adorn the idol temples, and deck the persons of the worship- 
pers, on festival occasions. Shows were exhibiting in various 
places, with images, puerile, monstrous, or abominable, on 
the outside, to attract attention ; while drumis were beaten, 
and bawling invitations given to the idle and the profligate. 
One fellow was haranguing crowds of strangers, all careless 
of a corpse, which lay in the street hard by, covered with a 
cloth. The body seemed to have been recently run over by 
one of the numerous carriages, which are driven in all direc- 
tions, and without mercy, along the most public thorough- 
fiires. On our route we passed two Fakirs, or holy beggars, 
to one of whom a man was presenting a fiower. They were 
young fellows, with long hair and beards ; and, though ugly 
enough by nature to personate any reasonable scarecrow, they 
had daubed their black bodies with a light-colored clay, which 
gave them the appearance of having been badly white-washed. 
Besides this disguise^ neither of them had any covering, e;^- 
cept a rag round the waist. They were lounging by th^ 
road-side to attract the veneration and pity of passengers. 

April 19. To the Rev. pr. Crawfurd, a pious clergyman, 
and to several other respectable persons, we delivered letters ' 
of introduction. By all these we were kindly received. In 
the evening we rode to Fort William, on the south side of 
the city, which is probably one of the most impregnable arti- 
ficial strong-hplds in the world. It is of great . extent, and 
constructed t>n the most scientific principles of defence, where 
no natural advantages could be pressed into use — ^the ground 
being very little elevated above the dead level of the adjacent 
country. It is surrounded with deep fosses, and presents an 
appalling front, of resistance for any enemy to assail. Within 
are barracks, for the garrison, and an observatory, which is a 
narrow circular tower, a hundred feet in height. From this 
magazine of terror and annoyance we went to an armOTy of 
another kind, the weapons of which are not carnal, yet migh- 
ty to the pulling down of strong-holds — ^the Bible Society's 
depository, which contains a large store of coiues of versions 
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of ike Hdy Scnptores, in the vinous dialects of the east 
Htf^y, the ammunition for carrying on the holy war, agdnst 
{Nrincipaiities and powers, suj^lied from this arsenal, is far 
more in requisition now than the artillery and implements of 
destruction shut up in Fort William. 

April ^. Our first visit, to-day, was to the museum of 
the Asiatic Society, established by the late sir William Jones. 
The building is spacious, and well furnished with a multifa- 
rions collection of curiosities, natural and artificial. These 
have been greatly increased firom the spoils of the late Bur- 
mese war, among which some ancient stones, with engraved 
inscriptions, are probably the most precious. The library is 
not extensive, but contains many valuable books and manu- 
scripts of Indian literature. From the museum we proceed- 
ed to the town-hall, which includes two public rooms, the 
one over the other, each two hundred feet long by seventy 
wide, sajqiorted by a double row of massive pillars. On 
either side are suits of apartments, for committees, &c. 
There are no halls for the transaction of public business, in 
London, that we have seen, to be compared, in magnificence 
and convenience, with these. The lower one is paved with 
marble; the upper, being used for balls and festivities, is 
most splendidly adorned, and fiimished with every luxurious 
aceomoKxiation for such purposes. At one end of the former 
thore is a noble monument, in marble, of the late marquis 
Cornwaliis, by Bacon, twenty feet in height. This was 
erected in honor of the deliverer of British India, at the ex- 
pense of the Ekiropean residents. . 

April 21. It is the custom here, about nine o'clock in the 
morning, to close the glass windows (for the outsides are all 
Venetian blinds), to Juep out the hot air. This is an impor- 
tant contrivaace, as the state of the thermometer, to^ay, will 
show: in^e cktsed room85''; in the open air 96**. We 
dined, in the evening, with archdeacon Ccmrie, at whose 
table we enjoyed the Christian society of most of the church 

' clergymen of Calcutta, together with several ladies and gen- 
tlmnen, firiends to the go^l, and promoters ot it in various 
ways. Among these we were particularly pleased to meet 
Mra. Wilson (formerly Miss Cook) and Miss Bird, both of 

' whom are signally and blessedly devoted to the education of 
native females. The former, we believe, was the first who 
Vicntured upon this happy innovation, on the continent of 
India. 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 BAMOHUN ROY. 

In this city none but the natives think of walking fix>m 
street to street, if they possess, or can hire, a carriage. 
Coaches, chaises, and single-horse conveyances are much in 
vogue; but the palanquin is the national, if not the natural, 
vehicle here, and throughout the peninsula. There is a 
palanquin-carriage, which consists of an oblong box, on four 
wheels, in which from two to four people may sit, skreened 
from the sun by Venetian blinds ; but the proper palanquin 
is adapted for one person only. It is about six feet long, and 
high enough to allow the body to sit upright, as in a bed, 
with the legs stretched forward, and cushions so placed as to 
allow the indulgence of the most indolent repose ; sliding 
doors, curtains, and Venetian blinds. Complete the accommo- 
dation. The whole may be called a movable tent, which is 
carried, by means of horizontal poles, on the shoulders of 
four men. 

April 27. The celebrated Ramohun.Roy, accompanied 
by Mr. Adams, lately a Baptist missionary, honored us with a 
call this morning. This learned native is a man of majestic 
figure, with a very intelligent and prepossessing aspect. He 
was becomingly dressed, in a long muslin robe, with a mod- 
est fbrm of turban on his head ; he wears mustachios on the 
upper lip, speaks English fluently, and appears to be about 
forty-five years of age.' Ramohun Roy is, unquestionably, a 
person of high talents, which have been assiduously cultivat- 
ed ; but he is, unhappily, defective in that best part of wis- 
dom — ^the pure, h^art-humbling, soul-exalting knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, and the Redeemer of the 
world. His friend, Mr. Adams, having adopted Socinian 
views of the gospel, those of this remarkable convert from the 
superstition of his fathers are of the same forlorn kind, reach- 
ing no further than the mere humanity of our Savior, and his 
pre-eminence as a teacher, exemplar, confessor, and martyr, 
in the cause of truth and righteousness. In the course of 
conversation we proposed a variety of questions, to which he 
answered with great promptitude. These were principally in 
reference to that form of Christianity which hefHrofesses, and 
which, so far as we could judge, seems, cm some points, to 
be peculiarly his own. He told us thM he was born a Brah- 
mlin, but had renounced the absurdities and abominations of 
^indooism. He avowed his belief in the divine authority of 
the Scriptures/ but denied the sinfulness of human nature, 
saying that men are born with an equal propensity to good 
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and evil. The doctrine of the Trinity, and, of eonaeqnence, 
that of the divinity and atonement of our I^rd, he rejects, 
and is, on the whole, in these respects, a pretty consistent 
Socinian. He asked us whether we thought him a Chris- 
tian. When an answer was given (from necessity) in the 
negative, he rejoined, ** Will you not allow me to bs half a 
Christian V Sincerity required an ingenuous answer, and 
it was returned in nearly these words : — '* No ; you deny the 
doctrines which are peculiar to Christianity, anid which dis- 
tinguish it from all other forms of religion ; while you hold 
only those general mcH-al sentiments, which are common to 
many other systems, or may be engrafted upon them. You 
cannot, therefore, be considered . a Christian, nor in a safe 
state." He thought this was a hard judgment, but he bore 
it well, and preserved his good temper throughout the whole 
discussion, which was not brief, but lasted nearly two hours. 
He is perfectly skilled in the tactics of Socinian controversy, 
and defended himself and> his notions with as much ability 
and discretion as any person of similar tenets whom we have 
encountered. 

April 23. After attending the catechising of between 
thirty and forty children, in the vestry, by Mr. Hill, 
in the morning, and the public service, conducted 
by Mr. Trawin, in the forenoon, Mr. Tyerman preach- 
ed, in the V evening, from 1 John iii. 8: ** For this pur- 
pose the Spn of God was manifested, that he might destroy 
the works of the devil." In compliance with a special re- 
quest, and a public annunciation, on the last Sabbath, the 
preacher illustrated this text by showing, at considerable 
length, how the works of the devil, in the isles of the west, 
had been destroyed, to an unprecedented extent, wherever 
the Son of God, by a preached gospel, had been manifested. 
The ccmgregation was 'unusually large, and among it were 
several of the most eminent official persons, and others of 
distinction, in Calcutta, who received the intelligence as, in- 
deed, " Good tidings of great joy." Oh, when shall such 
glorious things be spoken of Calcutta, as were this day de- 
clared in it ! A Hindoo procession, in honor of Crishdu, was 
parading the streets, with drums, and trumpets, held perpen- 
dicularly, of a horrible sound, and followed by a shouting 
rabble. The devotees occasionally paused, and, cl<q>ping 
their hands upon their heads, seenied to offer silent prayer. 

April 24: On reaching Calcutta, we had addrea^ a 
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letlMr to tlie general secretary, requesting that he would men* 
tion our arrival, and lay the objects of our visit to India be- 
fore the governor in council ; in ccmsequence of which we 
have received a polite communioatioli fixun Mr. Luahington, 
statkig, that if we will name the different places which we 
wish to visit, we shall be furnished immediatdy with the 
requisite passes. 

The heat has been intense to-day. With every docn: and 
window closed, the thermometer stood at 90^; but in the 
open air, and a sheltered situation, it rose to lOl** ; and in the 
sunshine reached 105°. The poor rooks were every where 
hiding themselves under the shades df the houses, where 
they cowered with their bills wide open, and panting for 
breath. 

At the sides of the streets here are often seen stands for 
beggars. These are patches of white-washed wall, about six 
feet square, with a raised ledge at one end, on which are 
placed a few large shells, for the receipt of charity thrown 
into them by passengers in the form of a few cowries, which 
are current coin throughout the east. A ship, loaded with 
the latter (a small species of the shell bearing that name), 
comes annually from the coast of Arabia to Siia city ; and 
the adventurers are supposed to make a very profitable voy- 
age by the merchandise of these intrinsically valueless 
proxies for money, which are retidily exchanged for less fac- 
titious articles of manufacture and produce, every where 
marketaUe. 

May 2. We went to spend the day at the house of Mr, 
Ballard, in the Garden-reach. After breakfast we crossed 
the Hooghly, to visit the Bishop's College, which is princi* 
pally intended to prepare young men, born in the country^ 
for the church. This noble buUding, which is much in the 
style of our university colleges 'in England, stands in a de- 
lightful spot, nefur the botanical gardens, and about a mile 
from the city. There are at present nine youths on the 
foundation, who study the learned languages and those of 
India. The chapel is not yet completed. The library al- 
ready contains a valuable collection of books. We returned 
to Mr. Ballard's to dinner ; but in the evening we again 
crossed the Hooghly, for a ramble in the botanical gardens^ 
which are said to be the finest in the world. They comprise 
five hundred acres of ground, which are laid out, with con- 
summate taste, in shrubberies, p^^terres, and fiower-bedsr. 
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with grass-plats and water-pool?. All the plants of India, so 
fiur as can be ascertained, are collected here^ betides num- 
berless specimens from other parts of the world. Here are 
several banyan-trees, not less graceful in fi>rm, than com^dex 
in ramification. One is of singular grandeur -, its pillar4ikd 
branches, rooted beneath, are spread in arcades all round, 
and measure in circumference five hundred and fifty feet 
The head is So dense with. foliage as to be both rain and 
sun-beam proQf. Several of the hundred-feld arms of this 
Briareus of trees, having struck out horizontally, i»ops were, 
, fi-om time to time, placed under them for their support ; 
these have themselves vegetated, and now resemble trunks 
of inferior trees, embodied with the boughs that rest upon 
them. This is incomparably the most beautifiil specimen of 
the Ficus Indicus that we have ever seen. Those in the 
islands, formerly described by us, though enormous in bulk, 
were of savage and irregular growth, and commanded admi« 
ration more by the magnitude than the symmetry of their 
shapes. This garden was planned by the famous botanist, 
Dr. Roxborough, to whose honor a column has been erected 
in the grounds, bearing a Latin inscription by the late Rev. 
Dr. Middleton, first bishop of Calcutta. A commemorative 
column in such a place, far more affects the imagination, if 
not the heart, than the same object would amidst a number 
of sepulchral monuments in the gloom of a cathedral, or 
the broad day-light of a burying-ground. Where life, in a 
thousand exuberant forms, is springing and flourishing 
around, at hand and abroad, as though there were no death 
there — flowers, plants, and trees, either in perpetual succes- 
sibn or perennial verdure, meeting the eye at every turn, 
and bewildering the fancy in mazes of rumination— ^a lonely, 
silent, and unchanging record of mortality, unexpectedly, 
but unobtrusively, appearing in his path, touches the most 
vulnerable part of man ; and a sigh of regret for One that 
teas, but t5 not, escapes, before he is aware, firom him, wh6 
instinctively feels, at the sight, that though he himself ts noter, 
he shall soon be no mare, hr ever. This sentiment may be 
common-place, but it refers to one of the deepest sympathies 
in human nature. 

May 3. Dr. Carey, and his brethren, of the Baptist mis- 
sionary station at Serampore, having invited us to pay them 
a visit, and sent their boat down the river to convey us, we 
went thither to-day. The banks of the Hooghly, <ni ekber 
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nde^ presented lands rich and lovely with tropica] vegetation. 
Many handsome villas of European residents, and frequent 
Hindoo temples adorn the adjacent country. The places of 
idolatrous worship are peculiarly picturesque, as well as char-, 
acteristic of the people ; in some places they stand singly, 
and are simple or ele|[ant structures ; in others a grand por- 
tico occupies the centre of six surrounding temples. These 
are usually about fifteen feet square each ; the door in the 
centre, no window, and the vaulted roof prowned with cer- 
tain ornaments, symbolical of the respective divinities to 
which they are consecrated. On the way up the river we 
also had a view of the government house at Barrackpore. 
This, like the palace in Calcutta (which we surveyed the 
other day), is a splendid i^sidence, worthy of the greatest 
sovereign in all the east, as the British governor-general 
may b^ truly styled^ without any disparagement of^their 
majesties, the emperors of China and Japan, who are greater 
in their own eyes, principally because those eyes have not 
been suffered to see any body greater than themselves. 
' After a pleasant sail of three hours, we landed at Seram- 
pore — a wor^ signifying, we are told, the town of the glorious 
god Ram ; or the glorious town Ram. This is a little 
Danish settlement, in the midst of the immense British 
territory, compared with which it is' but a hand-breadth of 
soil. A line of good-looking houses stretches along the mar- 

S'n of the river, though to no great extent. These belong to 
e Danes and 6ther Europeans, whose number is very small. 
The population is reckoned to be twenty thousand, almost 
entirely Hindoos ; who, for the most part, inhabit poor mud- 
walled, or bamboo-wattled, cottages. The Serampore col- 
lege, belonging to our Baptist friends, is a spacious and ad- 
mirably planned building, with a commanding front towards 
the Hooghly. 

Here we were most cordially received and welcomed by 
that venerable man. Dr. Carey, whose" " honor, name, and 
praise," are in all our churches, at home and abroad. Dr. 
Marshman being absent in England, Mrs. JVf arshpian isbowed 
us every hospitable attention. We found Dr. Carey in his 
study ; and we were both pleased and struck with his primi- 
tive, and we may say, apostolical appearance. He is short 
of statdre ; his hair white ; his countenance equally bland 
and benevolent in feature and expression. Two Hindoo men 
were sitting by, engaged in painting some small subjects in 
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natural history, of which the doctor (a man of pure taste 
and highly intellectual cast of feeling, irrespective of his 
more learned pursuits,) has a choice coUection, both in speci- 
mens and pictured representations. Botany is a favorite 
study with him, and his garden is curiously enriched with 
rarities. In the evening, Mr. Tyerman was invited to preach, 
which he did, from Acts viii. 5 — 8: the subject, Philip nt 
Samaria. The congregation consisted chiefly of the mission 
family ; namely, a hundred and twenty children of both 
sexes, at Mrs. Marshman's school, and about thirty other 
persons. 

May 4. Dr. Carey took' us, in the morning, to (me of 
those temples of Juggernaut, which are so fairous through- 
out India, and deservedly so infamous throughout Europe, 
since the atrocities and impurities connected with the worship 
at such places have been exposed by the. late Dr. Buchanan, 
and succeeding writers. This stands in the centre of a brick 
inclosure, nearly eighty feet square ; the basis of the temple 
is about twenty. There is one door, no window, and the 
roof, which is pyramidal, is variously ornamented, terminat- 
ing in a symbol, at the height of forty feet. There is nothing 
either attractive or repulsive in the appearance of the edifice ; 
the whole ia &ct being of a very ordinary character. Near 
it, the car of Juggernaut is kept under a thatched bamboo 
shed. This '' seat of Satan" rises in a pyramidal form, like 
the temple, and is about twenty feet square at the base. It 
is an immense unwieldy mass of wood-work, supported upon 
rows of low wheels, under the middle as well as at the sides. 
Two wooden horses were in it, which are yoked in firont 
when the car is dragged out by human cattle, with strong 
cables, on Testival occasions. This vehicle is colored red I 
the structure is complicated, and the ortiamental paintings 
and embellishments are of ihe most grotesque, outrageous, 
and detestable description. The anniversary of the idol, 
which takes place about mid-summer, is attended by myriads 
of infatuated people firbm all quarters of India ; on some occa- 
sions, not fewer than three hundred thousand are computed 
to have been present. 

Near this temple of " the beast," there is another to ^* the 
false prophet;" a Mahommedan mosque, erected, we ar6 
informed, by a Christian, who appears to have fiincied that 
the Mussulman's religion might be as good as his own. 
Several Hindoo temples, some not more than three or four 
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feet squire, are teen by the road side. A block of carved 
wood, fixed in the earth, having attracted our notice, we were 
told that it was in memory of a widow who had burnt herself 
there, with the corpse of hv husband, from a neighboring 
house. 

The Baptist missionary college here has become so well 
known, in consequence of the numerous versions of the 
sacred Scriptures in the languages of India and China, that 
have been produced and issued from it, that neither descrip- 
tion of the building, nor panegyric on its professors, is requi- 
site here. The labors of Dr. Carey, Dr. Marshman, and 
their coadjutors, are not for one generation only ; others, in- 
deed, may interfere, and carry them forward to perfection ; 
but they can never be superseded ; the foundations which 
these master-builders have laid must remain, even though 
the earth cover them, — ^how high and how beautiful soever 
may be the edifices hereafter erected upon them. The be- 
ginning of thai which shall not cease till the end of time, 
must be had in peculiar remembrance, and hold its distinct 
and uneclipsed precedence ov^r all that comes after ; not as 
being intrinsically better or greater, but because it necessarily 
ted to greater and better things than could have been accom- 
plished by the originators, and, we may add, than could have 
been accomplished without them. The word of God, once 
qpoken in the dialects of people who are in number as the 
sands of the sea, will be spoken to them and to their chil- 
dren's children till all hear it — and oh, may we not hope, till 
all that hear it shall keep it ! 

Df . Carey informs us that there are about a thousand per- 
sons, throughout India, who have become professing Chris- 
tians, in connection with the Serampore mission', of whom 
more than one third have been baptized and received into 
their churches; concerning the most of those, in the best 
judgment of charity, it may be believed that they are gen^ 
uinely converted characters. In the evening we visited sev- 
eral native schools for girls, in the neighborhood, which are 
under the superintendence^ the benevolent ladies of Seram- 
pore. Several jackalls ran across the road. Such animals 
abound here, and " make night hideous'' with their howling 
and barking, in the streets and gardens of the town, which 
they haunt foj offal; but disappearing'with the dawn, when 
they slink back into the jungles. No one injures them ; for, 
as auxiliary scavengers to die vultures and rooks, they can- 
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not be considered musances. In the Danish town resides a 
son of the late Tippoo Saib, one of the hostages delivered up 
by that tyrant, as his recognizances, to keep the peace. Here 
is a Lutheran church ; but there being no resident minister, 
the Baptist missidharies officiate in it every Lord's day. 
There is also a Catholic chapel. . One of the circumstance 
by which this neighborhood has obtained notoriety is, that 
being under the crown of Denmark, British delinquents fly 
hither, from, Calcutta and elsewhere, till they can find oppor- 
tunity to escape out of the country. Another striking feature 
of the place is that a colony of religious persons (our Baptist 
friends) flourishes in the midst of it; whence Serampore has 
obtained the equivocal reputation of being the asylum of 
rogues and Methodists — among those, we presume, who es- 
teem the one as lightly as the other, knowing much of the 
forifoer and little of the latter — that little being only through 
the medium of prejudice. 

May 5. Returning to Calcutta, in the mission-boat, we 
had an awful instance of the power and malignity of that 
scourge of India — now making havoc throughout the conti- 
nent — ^the cholera morbus. One of the natives, who ;wa8 
engaged in the management of the vessel, being suddenly 
seized by this pest, in the course of a few second fell down 
as dead. He was immediately taken on shore, and what 
became of him we have not heard. 

In the evening a splendid procession passed up the street 
where we lodged, in Calcutta, in honor of the marriage, or 
rather the betrothment, of a young baboo, or boy, of great 
rank, to a girl of the same age — ^the parties being about eight 
years old each. In front marched a fellow wli^ had work 
enough to carry a pair of huge drums, encircled with wire- 
work, which were beaten l>y two able-handed comrades on 
either side of him. These were followed by the representar 
tion of a mountain, made of paper and tinsel, with jutting 
rocks, trees, and animals, upon it, su^^rted upon men's 
shoulders, as were all the succeeding pageants. The next 
of these was a large boat, terminating forward in the head 
and breast of an immense bird ; the vessel itself was full- 
manned with rowers, managing their paddles as though they 
were on the river. Next came the gaudy model of a temple, 
upon many pillars. A second exhibition of the same kind, 
in which appeared two w^ll-dressed young women, came 
afterwards ; and a third, open all round, and most sumptu- 
9* 
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ouslj adoraed, exhibited the bridegroom, sitting under a 
canopy and attended by four youths, the latter apparelled ia 
crimson ; but the former (a beautiful child) wore a brown 
silk frock, spangled with gold and strung with pearls. The 
bride, in an elegant palanquin, but not visible, brought up 
the rear. On each side of the way, artificial trees, flowers, 
companies of soldiers, and numberless other fanciful accom- 
paniments, were borne along with the procession. Bands of 
musicians, meanwhile, made the air ring with their harmony, 
or their dissonance, as the ear might be familiar or unaccus- 
tomed to their strains. The length of the whole cavalcade 
was nearly a quarter of k mile. 

' Bullocks are not only commonly employed here in drawing 
carts, two to each, but also for vehicles of state or pleasm'e. , 
Some of these animals are very large and beautiful ; both 
in their color and decorations corresponding to the poet's 
description : 

' In summer's day, when Phoebus fairly shone, 
I saw a bull, as white a$ driven snow. 
With gUden Horns emhowed like the moon.** 

Spsitssr's Visioirs. 

We saw a pair of these, the other day, in a small carriage, 
singularly diminutive in size, inilk white, and having the 
buffalo-boss upon their shoulders. Neither of them exceeded 
thirty-six inches in height, yet they were full-grown, and 
delicately symmetrical. 

May 26. We went to Kidderpore, where Mr. Trawin is 
pastor, and attended a solemn service in his chapel, at which 
three native converts were to be added to the church there, 
already consisting of thirteen. An English hymn was sung 
at the commencement ; Mr. Hill read the Scripture portion, 
and prayed ; Mr. Tyerman aflerwardi^ preached firom Zech. 
iv. 10 : « Who hath despised the day of small things?" A 
Bengalee hymn was then sung by the native Christians^ 
The three candidates (two men and a woman) having satis- 
factorily answeted the questions proposed by Mr. Trawin, 
both questions and answers being repeated to the congrega- 
tion in English, Mr. Tyerman administered the baptismal 
rite, and Mr. Trawin prayed over them. The scene, was 
very affecting; many Europeans and country-bom whites 
were present. The newly baptized reside in a neighboring 
village, where the old heathen temple has been demolished. 
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uid the materials gi?en by the proprietor towards the erection 
of a Christian chapel. 

May 19. Several men came to our door, to exhibit danc- 
ing serpents. Some of these reptiles were six or seven feet 
long. Each was coiled up in a separate basket, out of which 
they were dragged, and thrown upon the ground; their 
keepers singing to them certain drawling airs, accompanied 
by strokes upon a small drum, which regulated the motions 
of the serpents. These raised themselves to the height of 
two feet, flattening their breasts, and turning their heads to 
bite their keepers, which they were allowed to do, occaskm- 
ally, so as even to draw blood ; but they are innoxious, their 
poisonous fangs having been extracted. We have been told 
of a gentleman, a fine performer on the violii^, who,, living at 
Chinsurah, was obliged to lay^ aside his instrument, as the 
lively sounds so charmed the serpents in the neighborhood 
that his house could not be kept free from them. 

May 20. Visiting a rich rajah, who lives about five miles 
from the city, his highness ordered two of his elephants to 
be accoutred, that we might have the gratification of riding 
upon them. The seat was a scarlet pad, fastened on the 
animal's back by jneans of a crupper smd girths round the 
body ; an ornament of silver also was put round the face, and 
over the upper part of the trunk. The command being given, 
the elephant crouched down, stretching his hi&der legs back- 
ward, so as to bring his belly nearly to the ground, and then 
kneeliqg down on his fore ones. A short ladder was placed 
against his flank, which the rider mounted, and took lus seat 
on the pad. The driver then bestriding the elephant's neck, 
immediately behind his enormous ears, holds in his hand an 
iron instrument, about a foot in length, with several hooks 
along the side ; the one end being blunt, and the other 
pointed. With the latter he strikes upon the skull, to 
quicken the creature's pace. This seems cruelty, but is the 
readiest way of reaching sensibilities not very accessible. 
Ours, however, needed no such barbarous excitement, but 
were guided this way or that, and went slower or faster, by 
a genUe word or motion of their drivers. The gait of the 
elephant ii^ a long step, which occasions an unpleasant rock- 
ing to the unpractised rider at first, but he soon contrives to 
accommodate himself to it. After an amusing ride, we di»- 
mounted, each fi'om his noble beast, as we had ascended, by 
means of a ladder ; at parting, giving him a salaam, or bow 
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of tcknowledgment' for his good services, which he couir* 
teoosly returned by raising his trunk above his head. These 
tractable creatures are sent out regularly to collect their own 
provender in the neighboring jungles. This consists princi- 
pally of the branches of trees, which they rend off with their 
trunks, and pile upon .their backs in great ricks, so aptly laid 
together, ana so nicely poised, that their attendants have only 
to fling a rope across, and fasten it under their bellies, when 
the load is perfectly secure, and they return home with it. 
The food thus gathered is given to them as they require it, 
and when exhausted they are dispatched for more. 

May 24. At the famous temple of the goddess Kalee 
Ghaut, we witnessed idolatry in perfection. The building, 
which appears to be/ very ancient, stands near the river, in 
the midst of a village of miserable thatched cabins. The 
face of the great image is black, having three red eyes, and 
a golden tongue a foot and a half long, of which the upper 
part is smeared with blood. The lips, eye-brows, and ears, 
are of gold. Rich ornaments, and wreaths of crimson flow- 
ers, adorn the head. In one pf her four golden arms this 
female fiend brandishes a scymetar, and in another holds, by 
a silver chain, a head of gold, a« though it had been just 
smitten off. The idol is a bi!ist, raised upon a stone pedes- 
tal, and the height of the whole may be «ight feet. Many 
Brahmins, presenting flowers, perforin ing puerile ceremonies, 
or muttering prayers, were seated, cross-legged, before the 
shrine ; and on the flpor were strown many idols of black 
stone — all ugly, and not a few utterly detestable to look upon. 
Several men came in, and prostrated themselves, full length, 
before the horrid figure ; others stretched their hands, im- 
ploringly, towards it, and struck their foreheads repeatedly 
against the stones of the pavement. In the place of sacri- 
fice, two posts were driven into the ground, forked at the 
tops. To one of these was tied a kid, with a garland of red 
flowers about its head, which had previously been dipped in 
the waters of the Ganges. The unconscious victim was 
waiting for its death-wound at the appointed hour, which be- " 
ing too late for our convenience, we did not wait to see the 
rite performed. The animal's head, whether kid, or sheep, 
or bullock, must be severed — by what force we know not — 
at a blow; miscarriage indicating ill-luck to the offerer. 
Multitudes of worshippers are ou the road, to and fro, all 
daylong — so great is Kalee Ghaut of the Hindoos. Human 
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sacrifices are confidently affirmed to be offered op oceasioii- 
ally here, but in secret. ^^ 

In a neighboring village we had an opportunity of seeing 
the machine for swinging — an exercise which is supposed to 
be so meri^rious here, that, as a penance, it may be per- 
formed, not in person only, but by proxy for those who can 
afford to purchase exemption in the flesh at the expense of 
the purse.' This apparatus consists of an upright pole, with* 
a cross-bar, having unequal arms, at the top, and which may 
be turned up, down, and all round. The mai^ who intends 
to swing is hung to the cross-arm, by means of hooks forced 
through the muscles of the back, while a number of perscms 
haul him up, by managing a rope fastened on the shorter end, 
to the height of nearly thirty feet, whirling the infatuated 
being round, for ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, with 
fearful velocity. The poor wretch sometimes dies of the 
torture, and always comes down miserably sick or exhausted. 
In general, however, the devotees soon recover, and some- 
times may be seen, the next day, bearing the p^anquin, or 
at their usual occupations. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

Sailing up the Hooghly — BuffiJoes citwring the River — MiUanen on Am 
Ganges — Evening Sights and Sounds — Strong Current — ^River-tce- 
nerv — Shocking Spectacle — ^Burning of a Hindoo Corpse — ^A Yoffe« 
or Hindoo Saint — A Funeral by Water— Benares — Allahabad — Ym- 
untary Dro^hungs — ^Baboon-worship— Subterranean Temple — ^Bar- 
bers and Bathers— Superb Mahonunedan Procession — Privileged 
Monkeys — Native Termagants — ^Fashions at Benares. 

June 8. Finding that it would not be expedient to at- 
tempt the journey to Benares by land, we engaged a pinnace, 
about fifty feet in length ; a flat^bottomed vessd, brig-rigged, 
and containing all sufficient means of accommodation for an 
inland voyage. The crew consists of eighteen men and 
boys, besides a cook, and consumer — ^that is, a person to go 
on shore and purchase such necessaries as might be wanted 
by the way. Accordingly, we embarked this day, and pro- 
ceeded up the Hooghly, the most sacred branch of the Gan- 
ges, with wind and tide in our favor. 

The daily incidents of this leisurely navigation, which was 
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not completed till the 18th of July, though interesting to our- 
selves, were of too monotonous a description to be detailed 
in this place. We came to anchor every eyening, and sailed 
again the next moming^-pccasionally went on shore — and 
suffered some inconveniences, as might be expected^ from 
weariness and confinement ; but, on the whole, as hitherto 
through all our journeyings, we experienced the presence, 

•protection, and blessing of the Lord. Our principal^ enter- 
tainment from without was in viewing and contrasting the 
scenery and aspect of the vast regions which we thus quietly 
traversed. The variety in these was abundantly gratifying 
to the eye ; while the multitude of human beings, their dwell- 
ings, temples, persons, dress, manners, and occupations, al- 
ternately furnished subjects of painful and pleasing contem- 
plation, as they glided in continual succession, like the images 
of a magic lantern,, before us. The following are the names 
of the principal places in the vicinity of which we passed, 
without making more than a brief visit to any : — Chinsurah, 
Surdah, JelUngly, Bogwangola, Rajemahal, Terriagully, Pat- 

. tergotta, Boglipore, Janguira, Monghir, Bar, Patna, Dina- 
pore, Chupra, Gazypore, Benares.* 

A few circumstances, by the way, may be noticed. At 
Terriagully there is a pass, v^hich, in former times, was^f 
great military importance, and was often contested between 
the two provinces of Bengal and Bahar. The Ganges here 
is abqut two miles in breadth. Some men were driving a 
large herd of buffaloes across the stream, and they had to 
swim the principal part of the distance. It was curious to 
see the animals, with their muzzles and horns above the sur- 
face, while the drovers made a hideous outcry, swimming be- 
hind them, and splashing the water to urge them forward. 
Occasionally they plunged among the cattle, striking them 
with bamboos, forcing up their heads, or laying hold of then* 
tails, to support them in the current. Some of the calves 
were taken over in a boat. One poor beast, whose calf was 
among these, appeared in most pitiable distress. For a while 
she would swim a little onward, then suddenly turn round, 
and, with sad lowing and moaning, come to the boat's side^ 

^ * The deputation having drawn up two distinct^ reports of the mis- 
sionary intelligence collected, and also their own observations thereon, 
during several tours in North and South India, an epitome will be given, 
in separate sections, at the conclusion of the extracts fnuA their personal 
narrative which folbw the above date, and extend to October 18, 1827. 
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to gaze at her young one ; till at length, losmg all patience, 
she made a resolute effort to get into the vessel, but was 
beaten off again. Distraction was in her looks, and every 
motion exhibited intensity of affection. When all were safely 
landed on the other side, no small joy was discovered by the 
whole herd gambolling and bellowing, about the beach for 
very transport. The drovers, whom we have repeatedly seen 
conducting such transits of buffaloes, seem to have no fear 
of the alligators that infest the river, but wade or swim about 
wherever they like, or as necessity requires. 

The doodh watlas, or milkmen, who have to cross the 
Ganges to milk their cowa^ or to sell their commodity, are 
equdly regardless of these formidable-looking reptiles. The 
vessel which they use is a large bottle made of thick leather^ 
which, when empty, or rather when fill^ with air, is very 
buoyant. This, being fastened to a piece of light wood, 
makes a powerful fk>at, on which the man rests, and easily 
ferries it over the river by the action of his hands and feet 
On the ccmtrary, when the bottle is full of milk, though it 
sinks deeper in the water, yet, the coiitents being specifically 
lighter, his rail, including the attachment of timber or bam- 
boo, is sufficient to .bear him through the current, paddled, 
as before, by his hands and feet. 

Among the numberless temples which, wherever we sailed, 
marked the landscape on the right hand and on the left, we 
observed one which the roots of a banyan-tree had so en- 
tirely overgrown, that the walls, both within and without, 
were imbedded in the wood. The edifice was about eight 
feet square, and, being open at the top, there was placed in 
it the odious symbol most worshipped throughout India ; and 
on this '' abomination " a votive wreath of flowers had recently 
been hung, before our arrival. 

Anchoring in a narrow creek, near the town of Coogong, 
and the evening being very calm, numbers of the natives, of 
both sexes, came down to bathe in the river, which th^ did 
with the utmost decorum. Many women also were seen re- 
turning with their water-pots on their heads ; some carrying 
their infants in their arms, and others astride of the hip, as 
in the South Sea Islands. A drum, trumpet, and httm,an 
voice singing, in the distance, were sounds so familiar as to 
remind us at once of the land of our nativity, which was 
brought, as it were, before our eyes, by the appearance of a 
flag flying on. the top of a long bamboo. Towards this we 
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hastened, and found k to be hoisted in the marketrplace of 
the little town, consisting entirely of native houses, low, and 
thatched, except one of European structure, deserted, and in 
ruins. Nearly opposite were three monuments, which, on 
examination, we found to have been erected in memory of 
some Englishmen. Meanwhile, as night came on, starhght 
and tranquil above — ^from layers of far-distant * clouds, fre- 
quent flashes of lightning, unaccompanied by thunder, flayed 
in zig-zag coruscations, illumining and darkening the hori- 
zon by turns. Millions of fire-flies covered the gtound, and 
glittered to and fro through the air, as though '' all the motes 
that people the sunbeams" by day were now lighted up under 
the covering of gloom. Our ears were entertained with the 
chirping of crickets, and the buzz, the hum, and the drone, 
of a great variety of other insects. This harmony, however, 
was soon interrupted by the dismal yells and screams of in- 
numerable jackaJls and wolves, sallying out of the jungles, 
prowling for prey, alive or dead, about the streets of the 
town, or through the adjacent country, down to the banks of 
the river, and sometimes close to our vessel. These lugubri- 
ous bowlings were sent forth by fits ^nd starts, lasting about 
ten minutes at a time ; then, for a little while, all might be 
still ; but no sooner did one of the horde of night-rovers 
give mouth, than he was answered by a thousand horrid 
throats, rising in clamor to the utmost pitch ; then gradually 
sinking away, to be renewed, in like manner, a hundred 
times over, from nightfall to da^n. 

On the 29th of June we anchored near the Fakier's Rocks. 
Here is a conical hill, eighty feet high, the foot of which is 
washed by the Ganges ; and, on either side, this eminence is 
girt with monstrous crags, very hard, and resembling granite. 
Not far thence, and standing in the channel of the river, is 
another stupendous upright rock. Here the wind, blowing 
in the direction of the stream, brought down so strong a cur- 
rent that it was impossible to proceed against it. Several 
vessels were at anchor, having been detained for nearly a 
week by this adverse circumstance: Two days ago three 
Hindoo keels, laden with cotton, got into this current, and 
were wrecked ; the lives of the crews and the cargoes being 
with difficulty saved. On the day of our arrival we had the 
affliction of seeing two others lost in the same way. The 
first of these was hurried down the stream with uncontrollar 
ble vidence, and struck upon the rocks, when the po(nr creft- 
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tares on board uttered a dreadful shriek, thinking all was 
then over ; but, before their little bark filled with water, they 
had time to uke to their boat, and to throw a few articles of 
clothing into it as they leaped from the sinking deck. With- 
in two hours of this disaster, another vessel, loaded with goods 
belonging to the East India Company, was caught in the 
same irresistible vortex^ and dashed on the same rocks ; but, 
being jammed into a crevice, with her stern under water, the 
crew had opportunity to effect their escape. 

On the summit of the hill, at whose fatal base hundreds, 
probably thousands, of such shipwrecks have occurred, is a 
Mahommedan mosque, with three domes, which formerly 
belonged to an ascetic, who lived here in contemplative 
retirement. Though it is now a ruin, and forsaken, its 
lofly exterior, as well as many othier relics of internal dec- 
oration, prove that it has been a place of considerable 
grandeur and extent. Near the mosque is a burial-ground ; 
while in many places, round the hill and on the declivities, 
are fragments of towers and traces of walls, all of brick, but 
finely wrought and faced with durable cement., From this 
elevation the prospect of land and water is the most striking 
that we have seen in India. The magnificent Ganges, 
rolling in its amplitude below our feet, presents, at the 
distance of half a mile, in the midst of its channel, another 
high rock, already mentioned, cropwned with a superb Hin- 
doo temple. Beyond this the river is traceable, in splendid 
reaches, through the whole country. Towards the rights 
the land is flat, but well adorned with trees, and thickly 
peopled, and skirted with fine hills. . 

The insulated rock, with its idolatrous diadem, forms one 
of the most singular and picturesque objects in the world, 
according to the testimony of those who have seen most of 
nature's curiosities by land and water. It is pretty evident 
that this columnar mass has been separated from the adjacent 
shore, by the encroachments of the Ganges, working its way 
behind an obstacle which it had not force to remove, and 
taking prisoner an opponent not otherwise to be overcome. 
It is about a quarter of a mile in circuit at the base, where 
many huge crags rear their heads above the water. Over 
these the gi^eat rock rises abruptly, but in such angles, pro- 
tuberances, and recessions, on the flanks, as bafile all de- 
scription. The height we could not ascertain. Hindoo 
superstition and ingenuity have made the most of this sin^u- 
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lar pile, and hav« constructed upon its summit a handsome 
temple, of which the conical roof, conspicuous from afar, 
terminates in a trident, the symbol of Seeva, the destroyer. 
Various minor temples are placed on the flanks, where there 
was room to build, down to the water's edge ; also small 
houses for the use of the Brahmins, and others, who either 
reside on this holy mount, or frequent it. Wherever suitable 
sifrfaces presented themselves, the rocks have been sculptured 
all over, like Egyptian monuments, with mythological figures 
and characters, of which the rude style, and caricature 
resemblances of the things intended, are the best recom- 
mendations, the subjects being, in many instances, too 
gross to be endured, except by eyes blinded by the god of 
this world. Stair-cases are hewn upwards, and along the 
slopes, in different directions, from the water below to the 
several edifices on this unique island, which is substantially 
one huge stone. — ^One of the very few fine mythok)gicd 
traditions of the Hindoos (most of their fables being as 
monstrous as madmen's dreams, or as silly as those of idiots) 
is, that in the beginning of the world, all the channels of 
the sea^were dry, impassable abysses, till Brahma, in mercy 
to mankind, poured out the Ganges from heaven upon the 
earth; which soon, with its perpetual stream of sacred 
waters, filled up all the void, and engirdled the land with 
the ocean. 

Several women, with children in their arms, presented 
themselves, fi-om time to time, on the shore, near our 
pinnace, begging with such importunity and perseverance 
as would take no repulse. We usually dismissed them, 
enriched and delighted, by giving eaoh woman two pice, 
and each child one. A pice is the hundred and twentieth 
part of a dollar. But every necessary of life here, where 
necessaries are few and simple, is so cheap, that . the wages 
of a servant, even in Calcutta, are often not more than four 
or five rupees a month, at two shillings sterling the rupee ; 
out of which he provides house-rent, food, and clothing, for 
himself and his family. 

Near Monghir we saw, exposed on the bank, as we sailed 
by, the dead body of a human being, quite naked, partly in 
and partly out of the water. On this a savage dog had 
fastened, and was tearing the fiesh from the bones with no 
small appetite ; while about forty hungry vultures, and a 
gigantic crane were keenly watching for their turn, when 
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he should have sufficiently gorged himself; but, grdwing 
impatient, they ventured a little nearer than he liked, when 
the dog bolted upon them i^ fury, and instantly put the 
whole covey to flight. 

July 11. Sailing close upon shore, in the vicinity of 
Patna, we had an opportunity of being spectators at a 
Hindoo funeral. The corpse of an old man was brought to 
the beach, upon a bier of bamboos, and set down with the 
face towards the sacred Gunga (Ganges), as it is called. 
Presently a boat, laden with wood for the burning, arrived ; 
and with this the pile was formed, consisting principally of 
small sticks, with some large logs, all very dry ; over which 
four green boughs, one at each corner, were placed. Two 
half cocoa-nut shells, containing fire, were set on the ground, 
to be ready for use. Two muslin cloths, one white, the 
other crimson, which had concealed the body, but were 
longer than necessary, were then each curtailed at one end, 
when the pieces torn off were divided in shreds among the 
kindred of the deceased. The corpse, thus barely covered, 
was brought tp the water, and part of the head immerged ; 
the nearest kinsman standing in the stream, and throwing 
handfuls of water over the whole, till every limb was 
drenched ; after which the red cloth was carefully raised, 
and smoothly adjusted over th«5 body. This was lifted 
again upon the bier, and from, thence stretched upon the 
pile, with the head towards the river. Abundance of ftiel 
was heaped above and around, so as entirely to hide it, and 
the whole encompassed with dry brushwood, that might 
kindle at once, when the flame should be applied. But 
a long and furious altercation ensued at this critical junc- 
ture ; the boatman who had furnished the wood, sitting down 
by the cocoa-nut shells, from which the fire was to be taken, 
positively refused to let the ceremony proceed till he had 
received payment for the materials. His demand was two 
rupees (four shillings), which being deemed too much Jby 
the party, they strenuously resisted, but in vain ; the fellow 
would not move till the money was in his gripe. The 
nearest kinsman then tying about his loins the remnants of ^ 
cloth that had been rent firom the shroud of the corpse, stood 
prepared to do the last office of affection for the deceased. 
A quantity of ghee (Indian butter), resembling thick oil, 
being pouted upon the faggots, to make them burn more 
fiercely, this person walked six times round the pile, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 A TOGEE, OR INDIAN SAINT. 

applied a brushwood torch to it in three or four places, and 
soon the heap was in a blaze. He then stepped into the 
river, and falling prostrate towards the corpse, with his feet 
in the water and his body along the sand, he set up a howl- 
ing lamentation, which was accompanied by the hard din of 
several conch shells, blown by people that stood near the 
funeral pyre, for about a minute. After this he rose up, 
and carefully superintended the process of cremation.^ The 
utmost pains were taken that every part of the body, and 
every fragment of wood, should be reduced to ashes. Some 
of the larger joints, however, remained. When the fire 
was nearly extinct, the chief mourner and his relatives 
threw water from the Ganges upon the embers, from cocoa- 
nut shells, till the heap was saturated. One large log having 
nearly escaped the flames, he flung it into the river, and 
followed its course, throwing water upon it with both his 
hands, till, having reached the main current, it was quickly 
borne away. All the relics of the pile, wood and bones, 
were aflerw^rds cast into the same sacred depository ; and 
the ground on which the holocaust had been made, was 
washed perfectly clean from every trace of defilement. 
When all was over, the relatives retired from the spot, with 
much apparent solemnity, and the spectators quietly dis- 
persed. Several Brahmins were present, but took no part 
in the performance of the rite. 

July 12. Within a few yards of the river, on our lefl, 
stood one of those horrid figures called a yogee — an Indian 
saint — a gentleman-beggar, who had placed himself in a 
certain attitude, from which he had vowed never to swerve 
during the remainder of his life, but spend his existence in 
mental abstraction. He appeared on a platform of earth, 
raised about eighteen inches from the ground. At one end 
of this mound (which might be seven feet long by five broad) 
were erected two bamboos, seven or eight feet high, and suf- 
ficiently apart for him to stand between them. At elbow- 
height a broad board was placed across from the one bamboo 
to the other ; and upon the middle of this another piece of 
plank, two feet long by five inches wijde, was fixed, sloping 
upwards from him. He, therefore, standing on the platform, 
and resting his arms upon the cross-bar, held with his hands 
on each side of the upright sloping board. He seemed to 
press equally on either fi)ot, leaning a little forward, with his 
face turned rather aside, and raised towards the sun. His 
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personal appearance was squalid and miserable. His body 
was daubed all over with blue mud ; bis hair — ^long, matted, 
discolored to a yellowish brown with exposure — dangled in 
all directions. His beard wasv bushy and black, and Uie rest 
of his face so disfigured with hair that it might be said to be 
all beard. Not the slightest motion in one of his limbs, nor 
in a muscle of his countenance, was perceptible. He was 
altogether without clothing, except a slip of brown stuff about 
the loins. He wore the coita, or sacred thread, indicating 
that he was a Brahmin. Night and day, it is understood, the 
wretched sufferer (if, indeed, his state can be called one of 
suffering) maintains, without any variation, this paralyzing 
position. However, at the contrary end of the platform are 
four upright bamboos, with a mat suspended upon them, form- 
ing such a rude canopy as the Hindoos often sleep under ; 
and at a short distance there is another shelter of the same 
kind ; so that it is not improbable the crafty mendicant (like 
many of that fraternity in all countries, who live by their 
miseries, but know how to relax from them at due seasons), 
occasionally at least, takes the liberty to slip out of his pillory, 
and enjoy a restorative nap, under the darkness of night. It 
may be a question whether he is most a dupe to his own fa- 
naticism, or a deceiver of the credulity of others, on whose 
charitable contributions he subsists. After all, it may be no 
great penance for an idle fellow to loll, day and night, in a 
wooden frame, especially if he be untroubled with thought^ 
which Hindoo abstraction necessarily implies — and which, 
without a quibble, is nothing at all if it be not nothing at aB, 
requiring the utter absorption of every faculty and feeling-<- 
the consummation of felicity to which Brahma and Budhu 
alone, of all the three hundred and thirty millions of gods of 
India, have attained ; with the ineffable privilege of drawing 
their true followers into the same beatitude of stupefaction. 

July 14. A ftmeral by water, at which we were present 
to-day, may be recorded, in contrast with the funeral by fire 
already described. Perceiving a small company of persons, 
carrying a corpse among them, on the shore, we landed from 
our pinnace. The body, shrouded with a figured shawl, 
which left the feet alone baie, was that of a woman. A fe- 
male, who accompanied the corpse, assisted the bearers to 
lay it under the water, leaving the face only above the sur- 
face. After this immersion it was drawn^ out, and extended 
along the bank, with the feet close to the last ripple of the 
10* 
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Stream. At our request, the husband uncovered the fkce, and 
showed what he had put into the mouth — a mixture of gold, 
silver, sugar, and ghee, to the quantity of half a tea-spoonful. 
This was a kind of viaticum, or passport, to the other world. 
The head and shoulders were then strewn over with dry 
grass and palm-leaves, to which the son of the deceased, a 
young man about twenty-two years of age, set fire with a 
whisp of straw ; when the family and friends walked six times 
round the corpse, till the momentary blaze went out of itself, 
having done no apparent injury; a Brahmin, meanwhile, 
muttered something for a prayer. The young man next, 
standing in the river, threw water with his hsdids, from that 
sacred source, to purify his mother's remains. A boat passing 
by at this juncture was hailed, and lay to, whereupon the 
husband and son fastened to either arm of the deceased, by 
a yellow string, a new earthen vessel, with a narrow neck, 
holding about two gallons each, and which had never been 
used for any ordinary purpose. They then took up the body, 
and floated it till they reached the boat, into which they got 
but kept their charge buoyant alongside, till they felt the 
motion of the mid-current. There, where the stream was 
deep and strong, filling both vessels with water, they let go 
their grasp, and instantly the whole disappeared in the gulf 
beneath. The son took the lead in all these transactions, 
the husband being a mere occasional auxiliary. Previous to 
the ceremony, the former had caused his head to be shaved 
on the spot, to purify himself for the mournful duties ; yet 
neither he nor his father shed a tear, or seemed any more 
affected than were the two earthen jugs with which they sunk 
their nearest relative to the bottom of the river. We might 
be mistaken, but indiflferentism, if not apathy, is the charac- 
teristic trait of Hindoo countenances on occasions the most 
likely to excite the deepest and strongest emotions in human 
Itearts, however hardened or disciplined they may be by brute 
habit or vain philbsophy. 

July 17. We anchored off Benares in the evening. This 
city has k>ng been celebrated as the seat of Brahminical 
learning and Hindoo superstition. It is of vast extent, and 
corresponding wealth and magnificence, combined with the 
usual proportion of poverty, filth, and wretchedness, as may 
be judged when we state Uiat, according to a census taken 
in 1803, there were twelve thousand stone and brick houses, 
sixteen thousand mud-walled ones, and a population of five 
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hundred and eighty-two thousand souls. This numoer was 
exclusive of the retinue and attendants of three resident 
Mogul princes and several foreigners of distinction, who had 
large establishments. After a lapse of twenty-three years, 
all these estimates must be increased considerably ; and the 
inhabitants of Benares may now be taken at six hundred and 
fifty thousand. Approaching the city from the river, the 
greater part of it is seen at once, being built on a moderate 
slope, across which it forms a crescent. The clifts which 
front the shore, being thirty feet in elevation, give no mean 
eminence, amidst a land of dead levels, to ground regularly 
rising beyond them, and covered with buildings, among 
which are many public edifices, of imperial bulk, and singu- 
larly splendid architecture. The famous mosque of Aureng- 
zebe, erected on the site of a demolished Hindoo temple, is 
most conspicuous, being two hundred and ten feet to the top 
of the dome ; its two minarets, of vast height and slender 
diameter, first strike the eye in the distance, and, whatever 
objects beside attract it for a while, to these it returns with 
unsatisfied admiration. Wishing to proceed to Allahabad 
(the exteut of our present expedition) we staid only two days 
at Benares, lodging at night in our pinnace, but otherwise 
availing ourselves of the kindness of the missionary of our 
Society here, Mr. Adams, who, with his excellent wife, 
showed us very acceptable attentions. ' 

Aug. 2. At Allahabad, seventy miles from Benares, hav- 
ing letters of introduction, wfe were politely received by 
judge Colville and other gentlemen. This city stands at 
the confluence of the "Ganges and the Jumna, and is regard- 
ed as one of the holiest of all the holy places ot Hindoo 
resort, on account of the virtues of its double stream. By 
some it is deemed so pnrivileged a spot, that whoever dies 
here may be surely reckoned to have gone to Paradise. 
From time immemorial, therefore, devotees have been wont 
to come hither at the festivals, for that very purpose, who, 
that they might not fail, in the first step at least, took the 
shortest road out of this world. To that end an • eartheif 
vessel, filled with sand, was ftistened to each foot of the 
voluntary victim, who, being placed on the gunwale of a 
boat, was rowed to a particular point in the main channel of 
the mited rivers, and there thrown overboard. Of course 
be sunk immediately. Several Brahmins were wont to at- 
tend this solemnity, for such it was considered ; and they, 
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and an old, woman who kept the boat used on such occa* 
sions, made no small gain by the delusion, which, therefore, 
^ey were anxious to keep up as long as possible. When 
the present upright and intelligent British judge came to 
office here, he prohibited the Brahmins from making any 
processions in such cases, and the old woftian from hiring 
musicians to attend in her boat, when miserable fanatics 
were predisposed to destroy themselves. This broke up the 
murderous custom ; the Brahmins were enraged, but could 
not help themselves ; while the female Charon, whose busi- 
ness it was to ferry souls about to be disembodied upon this 
day-light branch of the Styx, raised a piteous clamor about 
the loss of her occupation, saying (in substance), with the 
spectre that appeared to Burns — 

** Folk maun do something for their bread, 
An' sae maun Death ;'* 

pleading, moreover, that people had a right to drown them- 
selves whenever they pleased, as their fathers had done be- 
fore them. The judge plainly replied, that if they thought 
fit to go and drown themselves, they might do so for aught 
that his ordinance included, but if -the old woman chose to 
help them she must take the consequences. Not soon ap- 
peased, away she went to Benares, and laid her grievance 
before the supreme court; but, not obtaining the justice 
which she wanted there, she returned chagrined and disap- 
^ pointed. Since then, the practice has ceased altogether ; 
and not the smallest commotion has arisen among the na- 
tives from this resolute interference with their evil super- 
stition. 

In one of the temples, here, we found a livii^ god-^a 
great brown baboon, who appeared very little aware of the 
dignity of his state, and quite as regardless of the profane 
honors that were paid him. Several men were seated on 
the pavement, before him, bowing down, beating drums, 
and singing songs to the disgusting beast, who, to do both 
parties justice, seemed quite as rational as his worshippers. 
In another quarter of the city we were introduced into a 
subterranean temple, dedicated to an idol which we cannot 
name, but which is more worshipped throughout India than 
all the millions of other false gods put together. An ancient 
female led the way, with a single lamp, through a long dis- 
mal passage, about seven feet high and six wide, at the ex- 
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tremity of which was this sanctuary of abomination, literally 
a " chamber of imagery," more than a hundred and twenty 
feet long, and nearly half as broad. The ceiling, which was 
not higher than that of the passage, was supported by a very 
great 'number of square stone pillars, in rows, forming va- 
rious dreary aisles, through which the glimmer of the lonely 
lamp, casting strange black shades from all the stationary 
objects, as we passed along, made darkness visible, and peo- 
pled it with flitting phantoms. Multitudes of images, some 
without heads, others without bodies, and others, again, mu- 
tilated in various ways (all equally good, and all as good as 
. new), were discoveraJble in recesses of the walls, and on the 
floor, in the spaces between the columns ; they were of the 
usual sizes and shapes, standing, sitting, and lying. At 
length the sibyl brought us to a place where there was noth- 
ing to be seen but the forms of two human feet, cut upon a 
flat stone. Here she set down her lamp, and, squatting her- 
self upon her heels, by certain very significant motions gave 
us to understand that here she expected to receive a gratu- 
ity for having shown us the rarities of her dungeon-temple. 
Half a rupee brought a smile over her gaunt countenance, 
which certainly made her appear the most beautiful object 
among all that she exhibited. In one comer of this noi- 
some, dark, and filthy den, she pointed out to us an ''im- 
mortal tree." It was a biforked stuQip, and actually had 
upon it a few young and tender shoots. This also was a 
god ; but, god or tree, that it could live and grow in such an 
atmosphere, was beyond our strength of faith to receive ; 
and we were afterwards assured that when one stock decays, 
or ceases to germinate, another is substituted; and this 
change — though the roots of the incumbent are daily war 
tered, to keep up the semblance of vegetable life — takes 
place not much seldomer than once a year. The informa- 
tion was confirmed by the suspicious appearance of a castas 
way stump, of the kind, which we happened to spy in anoth- 
er part of the temple. This is a place of great resort, being 
antiquated also beyond the memory of man ; free ingress is 
allowed to the natives by the British government The Ma- 
hommedans, it is said, levied a very productive tax on ad- 
missions to it. 

Some idea of the prodigious multitude of pilgrims, that 
annually visit this holy city, may be formed from the circum- 
stance that there are four hundred barbers in it, who are 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 SUPERB MAHOMMEDAN PROCESSION. 

supported, principally, by shaving the heads of bathers in 
the sacred waters of the Jumna and the Ganges ; such pu- 
rification being indispensable before venturing upon an ab- 
lution which is supposed to reach the very soul, and cleanse 
it from all defilement. A small tax is levied by the British 
government on each of these strangers; and, at festival- 
times, the office where it is received, and licenses to bathe 
are issued, is thronged with eager applicants, who grudge no 
labor, suffering, or expense, that they may obtain heaven by 
such means as are here required for the purchase of it. 

Aug. 12. On our return to Benares, we were in time to 
witness the most superb procession which we have yet seen 
in India. There were in it twelve elephants^ richly capar- 
isoned, each carrying four men; also six camels, finely ^be- 
dizened and mounted ; afler which came many horses, not 
less sumptuously appointed, some having riders, and others 
being led. Bands of musicians, with a posse of attendants 
and gazers, accompanied this truly Oriental spectacle. On 
inquiring the occasion, we were informed that it was in hon- 
or i>f a Mahommedan festival, and given by a widow of that 
profession, who had lived on loose terms with a wealthy Eu- 
ropean, over whom she had exercised such influence,, that, at 
his death, he left her nearly the whole of his immense prop- 
erty. 

Among other temples, in the city and neighborhood, which 
we visited, was a famous one of Doorga. The image of the 
goddess is nothing more than a small medallion of a female 
face, of a gold color, fixed in the wall, ornamented round 
about with tinsel, and having a lamp on one side. Two 
Brahmins, seated near this representation, were receiving 
and offering the gifls of the people, which were merely 
chaplets, or handfuls of white flowers, or green foliage. 
These were thrown down upon the ground. Many persons 
were coming and going, some of whom prostrated themselves 
before venturing within the door. In the outer court a sa- 
cred bull was couched at his ease, chewing the cud ; but, 
though he lay directly in the way, none ventured to disturb 
his rumination. The precincts of this temple are more live- 
ly than such places usually are, on account of the number 
and activity of the monkeys which frequent them, and which 
are said to have first flocked hither when the temple was 
opened — ^a circumstance which the superstitious builders 
would naturally interpret into a happy omen. There art 
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several large and ancient trees, at hand, some of which, with 
their foliage, overshadow the walls. On the branches of 
these, .on the roof of the edifice, and on the top of the sur- 
rounding piazzas, multitudes of these impertinent animals, 
tame, quite at home, and conscious of their perfect impunity, 
are to be seen playing their tricks, up and down, here, there, 
and every where. Some of the elder and graver ones were 
lounging on the companion-places, watching the gambols of 
their fraternity above, but, with more interest (from selfish 
' but laudable motives), the less exhilarating murameiies of 
those who, to them, might appear kinsfolks below — ^the priests 
and the votaries of Doorga ; for many of the latter, after 
pre^nting flowers and leaves to the goddess, threw offer- 
ings, more savory and not less acceptable (sweetmeats), to 
the monkeys in her train. The habits of the females, in 
nursing their cubs, were very amusing, and as these char* 
tered denizens of the sacred domain are fearlessly familiar, 
we might approach near enough distinctly to observe their 
actions. Some of them had young ones, not more than a 
few days' old, others were training up their progeny, through 
all the stages of adolescence, up to monkey's estate. The 
dams were exceedingly vigilant and affectionate in perform- 
ing their duties, and kept their little ones generally within 
reach of their hand, and always of their eye. While swing- 
ing about on the boughs of the tre^s, or scampering along 
the walls, if a giddy thing attempted to get too far from her, 
the dam darted forth her paw, caught it by the tail, or, if the 
tail slipped through her fingers, laid hold of a leg, and gently 
pulled the truant back. On any alarm, or disturbance, she 
huddled it instantaneously to her breast ; the little one seized 
the teat in its mouth, clasped its arms and legs round her 
body, and remained closely attached, while she ran up the 
trunk of a tree, or sought security on the extremity of a 
branch. Frequently the cubs mounted on their mother's 
shoulders, back again, frisked or lay down, at a growl, a 
beck, or a grin — for she seemed to rule by a set of nursery- 
signals, well understood. 

Some of the women in Benares are inveterate shrews ; such, 
no doubt, there may be elsewhere, but here we have particu- 
larly remarked it. The tongue, however, is the main weap- 
on (for they rarely come to blows), and fearfully expert are 
they in using it, for the annoyance not of their antagonists 
only, but of all who have the misfortune to come within 
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''the wiod of such commotioo." Downright scolding- 
matches are kept iip for hours in the market-^aces, among 
those who deal in commodities there. If domestic or other 
business call off one of the combatants before the affair is ' 
duly settled, she coolly thrusts her shoe under her basket, 
and leaves both on the spot, to signify that she is not yet 
satisfied. Immediately upon her return, the lady takes up 
her shoe and her argument, and begins where she broke off, 
nor ever ceases till she has exhausted her spleen, her 
strength, and her vocabulary of foul phrases, or obtained 
firom the object of her vengeance the satisfaction required. 
But the sex here, as might be expected, have a passion 
far more universal than the love of termagancy — the lo^ of 
finery. Fashion can make any thing beautiful or becoming 
in the eyes of its votaries ; otherwise, one would think that 
the preposterous rings, and other appendages, which many 
of the females attach to their noses — ^to say nothing of pen- 
dants to the ear, like clock-weights, or garniture going all 
round it, like the numerals on a dial-plate — would be deem- 
ed disfigurements rather than embellishments of genuine 
k>veliness ; but here such outrages upon nature are so com- 
mon as scarcely to appear such, after a little familiarity with 
them. Besides these, the women wear as many gold, silver, 
or copper rings, as they can afford, upon their wrists and 
arms, up to the shoulders. A metal knob, suspended by a 
string, and dangling to and fro as they walk, is also a fiivor- 
ite ornament. Their breasts and arms are tatooed, after the 
manner of the South Sea Islanders, with curious if not 
seemly devices, which are often well executed. The hair is 
generally divided upon the forehead, where a red line is 
drawn, besides the mark of caste down the nose, and some 
fanciful patch of coloring above. The lower limbs are not 
less loaded than the upper with manacles of ftishion ; pon- 
derous links of which are placed round the ancles, and less- 
er ones upon the great toes ; the latter rising in a conical 
form to the height of an inch and more. Their heads being 
generally covered with cloth of some kind, the mode of wear- 
ing the mass of hair is not much apparent ; but many tie it in 
a knot behind. One of the finishing touches of beauty is to 
Uacken the eyelids and lashes, which to us appeared the last 
mockery of ugliness, defacing countenances sufiiciently dis- 
agreeable before. The men often wear necklaces and 
strings of b^ads, which they employ to keep the reckoning 
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of their prayeiVand ejaculations at their devotions : but they 
seldom employ anv other fopperies, and never tatoo their 
bodies. . 



CHAPTER XLV. 

D^artnre from Benare»~Farm-estabIi8hment — Monument at Pfttna^- 
Boat Swamped — Hot Springs near lllonghir— Singular Superstition — 
An Entertainment — Worship of Working-tools — Riding on Elephants 
— Saeacity of those AnimiJs — Hindoo and Mahommedan baths — 
IndiTOrence of Criminals to the Sentences passed on them — Infanti- 
cide — A great Piece of Ordnance — ^The Adjutant-crane— Festival o( 
Doorg^— The Bull-god — ^Tongtie-boring — Worship of a black Stone. 

Aug. 31. We left Benares on the 24th, and having moor- 
ed off Dega, near Dinapore, for the night of this date, we 
took the (^portonity of visiting the farm of Messrs. Howell 
and Son — an establishment so thoroughly English in char- 
acter, that there was scarcely any thing in our own country 
of .which we were not reminded by some counterpart or other 
on the spot Here are extensive flower and kitchen-gardens, 
in which most of our native fruits and vegetables are care- 
fully cultivated. In one part stands a large open building, 
with a tank full of water, on which a great number of teals, « 
young and old, were sailing to and fro ; in another a spacious 
piggery, where multitudes of hogs were wallowing in all the 
luxury of indolence and plenty ; the beautiful birds and the 
gross swine being alike pampered, according to their habits, 
for the market and the table. A third and fourth arrange- 
ment consisted of stables and yards for horned cattle and 
horses, of each of whicli were many valuable ones. A fiflh 
inclosure presented a deer-park; fish-ponds, abundantly 
stored, and menageries for a great diversity of fowlsj were 
likewise included in the round of accommodations ; on the 
entrance to which might indeed have been inscribed the old 
road-side-inn motto, " Good entertainment for man and beast." 
Besides these, there was what might be called the " victual- 
ling-office," a convenient building for curing beef and pork ; 
also a well-furnished store-room for pickles and preserves ; a 
cotton-warehouse ; a shop for all kinds of European articles, 
including jewellery, glass, stationary, &yC. &^c., splendidly dis- 
played. In suitable places we observed sheds for carpentry, 
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turnery, and smiths' work ; a metaKfoundry, and a tan-yard ; 
the bark used in the latter being from a tree of this country. 
In fact, this polytechnical establishment comprehends the 
means for carrying on every ordinary trade, and for supply- 
ing every peculiar want which foreigners here must feel in a 
land sio different from their own. The dwelling-house of the 
proprietors, a very handsome edifice, stands in the centre of 
the premises, which are a mile in circuit. 

Sept. 1. At Patna, among other objects that attracted our 
attention, we were particularly struck, in the foreigR burying- 
ground, with the appearance of a monument in commemora- 
tion of the massacre, in cold blood, of two hundred European 
prisoners at this place, in the year 1763, by a German ad- 
venturer, then in the service of Meer Cossim. Oh, a square 
pedestal stands a stately column, fifty feet in height, orna- 
mented with five fillets, which project considerably fi-om the 
shaft, and having a well-executed capital. There is no in- 
scription ; but he who asks why this stone has been raised 
may find thousands of voices to answer, in words which will 
probably outlast the pillar itself. 

Sept. 3. We reached M onghir by sunset. The current 
being very strong and rapid off the old fort here, the boat 
which towed our pinnace across the river c,ame under the 
lee side of her, and was instantly sunk with five or six of her 
crew. Happily, however, they all got on board without in- 
jury, and the boat was afterwards recovered. Thus again 
hath the good hand of our God been upon us, to wird off 
danger, ever near, yet always kept at sufficient distance not 
to harm us. 

Near Monghir is a famous hot spring, called Seeta Kooitd, 
from the act of a Hindoo goddess, who being accused by 
her husband of infidelity, absolved herself by offering to 
take an oath of her innocence, and as a pledge of its truth, 
giving him the choice, whether a hot spring or a cold one 
should spout forth on the spot. He, being of a cold tem- 
perament, chose the former ; and no sooner bad his wife 
dworn, than up bubbled this fountain, which a hundred ages 
had not been able to cool. The water is limpid and taste- 
less, and esteemed so pure that it is not only sought for drink- 
ing, at table, by the better classes of inhabitants, but stored 
for voyages, under the idea that it will keep better than any 
other. We fomid the temperature at 132°, but it varies in 
different parts of the well, which is inclosed in a brick eis- 
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tern, thkty*-four feet in length by twenty-nine jn breadth, 
haying steps to the bottom, which appears to be from five to 
six feet in depth. 

Sept. 12. At Barhampore, the Mahommedans (as indeed 
throughout India) are childishly superstitious, and their be- 
lief in the potency of charms and witchcraft equals any thing 
among the pagans of the South Sea and Sandwich Islands. 
Here they practise a singular kind of ordeal. There is a 
tradition that, at some remote period, four righteous kings 
reigned in India at the same time, who coined rupees, of a 
particular die. These are now become exceedingly rare and 
precious, for their virtue rather than their value, the royal 
saints having bequeathed their personal holiness to these 
their silver representatives. When a theft, or other public 
offence, has been committed, and several individuals are sus- 
pected, in order to find out the real criminal one of these 
sacred rupees is put into the balance against its exact weight 
of rice ; and that quantity of the grain being delivered to 
each of the persons on test, he is required to put it into his 
mouth. Those who are innocent, it is said, will return it 
well masticated and moistened with saliva ; but from the lips 
of the guilty it will come out in dry powder. Instances of 
the success of this ingenious experiment have been mentioned' 
to us, which there is small reason to question, since the very 
fear of detection may so effectually parch the tongue and 
palate, as to answer the general purpose, with a timid and 
superstitious people. 

Sept. 14. We dined with the nawaub (nabob) of Moor- 
shedabad, in company with most, of the distinguished Euro- 
peans, civil and military, at this station. The enteptain- 
ment was exceedingly sumptuous and profuse. We were 
first received in an open tent, in front of which pantomimes 
and dances were exhibited ; afterwards the nawaub, a youth 
about sixteen years of age, led the way into the palace, and, 
though he ate nothing himself, sat at the head of the princi- 
pal table, in a dress of the most splendid costume, brilliantly 
adorned with diamonds and pearls, in long chains and knots, 
among which an emerald, of extraordinary size and beauty, 
was remarkable. The feast was set out in several rooms, all 
of which were crowded with guests, and the great officer^ 
of the prince's court. In the evening there were illumina- 
tions and fire-works, on a scale of magnificence which we 
had never seen or imagined. These, ^vhich were exhibited 
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on the river and its banks, consisted not of unmeaning dis^ 
plays of flame and light, but they very picturesquely (we 
might say very poetically) represented battles, sieges, and 
sea-fights, with a measure of grandeur and terror, amidst 
surrounding darkness, which powerfully affected spectators 
like ourselves, to whom the mimic belligerency appeared at 
once novel and real. In retiring, the nawaub, who stood at 
one extremity of a handsome apartment to take leave of his 
guests, presented, with his own hands, a curious necklace of 
silver wire to each lady, as she went out, and put a small 
quantity of attar of roses upon her handkerchief. Similar 
necklaces were thrown, by his Highness, over the heads of 
several of the gentlemen, among whom the deputaticm were 
thus honored. 

Sept. 15. A blacksmith, who had been employed yester- 
day, on the mission premises, fetched away his tools this 
morning for the purpose of worshipping them, this being the 
day on which the Hindoos pay divine honors to the imple- 
ments of their various trades : the files and hammers of the 
smiths, the chisels and saws of the carpenter, the diamond 
of the glazier, the crucible of the goldsmith, &.c. d&c, all 
become idols on this anniversary. Thus do they resemble 
those of old, who sacrificed to their net, and burnt incense 
to their drag. 

Sept. 18. In traversing the city and neighborhood, to-day, 
we were each mounted upon an elephant, and seated in a 
houdah, or tent, upon its J^ack. The moth>n to us was irk- 
some, being slow, and the pace long. The caution of these 
animals, in passing upon any infirm or dangerous ground, is 
so great as even to betray timidity. They n-equendy cannot 
be prevailed upon to venture upon the slight bamboo bridges, 
for instance, which are common here. We had to cross a 
small one, over a mere ditch ; but, the ends of some of the 
bamboos appearing, the animal hesitated, slackened its pace, 
and tried the strength of the support by putting first one foot 
upon it and then another, before it would trust its whole 
enormous bulk. In ^oing over loose or boggy soil, they 
thrust the end of their trunk down to the bottom, to guage 
the depth for solid footing ; and thus they stalk along, sounds 
ing their way. The beasts on. which we rode were fiiU 
grown, so that we seemed to look down, from a moving hill, 
along the flanks and over the head ; but they were docile 
enough to be guided by the driver, astride upon the neck, 
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with a touch or a word, and rarely required a hint ftom the 
goad which he held in his hand. In marching through some * 
of the narrow streets, their rounded sides neu'ly came in 
contact with the buildings. When they approached a cor- 
ner, they always made a loud noise, that people or cattle 
might get out of the way, and no sooner was this warning 
heard than passengers and animals scampered off to make 
room, where there could be no disputing for the right of road. 
We must honestly add that these, our majestic bearers, were 
complete freebooters^ seizing food, which they liked, wherever 
they could reach it. Not content with breaking off the 
branches of trees that overhung their path, and plants that 
grew on walls fourteen or fifteen feet high — which they easily 
did with their trunks—one of them laid hold of a bundle of 
green sugar-cane, which he drew out of a cart, and eagerly 
devoured it; the poor man to whom the property belonged 
complained loudly of the theft, but this gave no concern to 
the elephant, and as little to the driver. In another place, 
while passing a shop where grain was sold, the " lithe probos- 
cis" \^as plunged, unceremoniously, into a basket, and as 
much as it could hold laded out into the ready mouth below, 
without the pilferer halting an instant. If allowed to stop 
for a moment or two, where there was grass, he twisted his 
trunk round as much as he could gather within its grasp, 
tore it up, roots and soil together, and, with the horny toes 
of his fore-feet, carefully beat away all the earth from it be- 
fore he put the morsel into his mouth. The trunk, indeed, 
is an admirably appropriate member of the unwieldy body 
to which it is attached, combining strength and flexibility in 
an extraordinary degree ; while the eye, quick and piercing, 
is ever on the scout, and regulates all the creature's motions. 
The elephant, in Its domestic state, endears itself to all its 
acquaintance by its gentleness, sagacity, and tractable dis- 
position. In travelling, it often carries a large leafy bough 
upon its trunk, with which it can drive off the teazing in- 
sects from the fore parts of its body ; while with its tail, which 
is long and bushy, and almost as flexible as the proboscis, it 
keeps clear its hind-quarters. 

At Moorshedabad a gentleman had a young elephant, 
which, being allowed to roam at large about his premises, 
one day entered the dining-room, where a large company 
were assembled. Being treated with a biscuit from one per- 
son, a piece of bread from another, and a sweetmeat from a 
II* 
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third, it went all round the taUe, levying contribatioog, till it 
came to a yoong gentleman who prick^ the end of its pro- 
boecis with his tooth-pick. The insulted animal retired im- 
mediately, but soon returned, and raising its trunk blew out 
of it, full into the offender's face, thousands of ants, which 
it had collected from a nest hard by, whither it had repaired 
for the means of vengeance. 

Elephants sometimes become blind, yet continue to be 
nearly as useful as when they could see ; their surprising sar 
gacity, their delicacy of touch, and probably of smell, amply 
compensating for loss of vision. An old bridge having been 
broken down, and a new one erected near the same site, a 
blind elephant was driven to the place, to try whether he 
would go over that which was dilapidated ; but no sooner did 
he approach the ruin than he turned back, and nothing could 
induce him to proceed. Where they doubt the security of 
the ground, they keep their trunks nearly close to it, and 
thus ascertain their footing at every step. The natives value 
their elephants by their tails, which are long and lithe, and 
can be spontaneously knotted into a ring, and untied again. 
The estimate is made according to the perfection of the 
hairs on this appendage, which are like copper wire, and 
stand upon the opposite sides as the bristles of a brush. If 
an elephant, in an encounter with a tiger, has lost his tail, 
his worth in the market is thereby greatly reduced. 

Sept. 22. Attending a court of justice, we observed the 
manner in which Hindoo and Mahommedan witnesses are 
sworn, respectively. When the Hindoo was placed at the 
bar, a copper vessel (copper is deemed a sacred metal), the 
size of a tea-saucer, was presented to him, containing some 
water from the sacred Ganges, and a few leaves from a sa- 
(ired plant. This he held flat on the palms of both his hands 
all the time that he was under examination, and consequently 
regarded himself as swearing by Gunga-<-the Holy River — 
to the truth of all his words. Some Hindoos of the higher 
castes, it is said, will not take this oath under any circum- 
stance, deeming it a prbfanaUon. The Mussulman, in like 
manner, held a copy of the Koran, wrapt in a cloth, whieh 
was laid upon his hands, while he answered the questions 
that were put to him. 

The Hindoos, in general, are stupidly passive to the sen* 
tences of law passed upon them. A criminal, being con- 
demned to be hanged on the following day, made a low Sft- 
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laatn to the judge, and cooOy replied, **Bukoot ateha** — 
" very good." Another, when asked if there was any thing 
which he particularly wished before leaving the world, an- 
swered, ** Yes ; I never saw a great heap of rupees together, 
and of all things I should like to have that pleasure bnefore I 
die." A third, when the same question was addressed to 
him, longed for something more substantial. He sard, 
'^ Your food is much better than mine ; now, before you hang 
me, pray give me such a good dinner as you have." The 
indulgence was granted, and he ate with no small appetite. 
A convict was informed, with due solemnity, that his pun- 
ishnient must be eight years of imprisonment. " Ten, if you 
please !" cried the poor fellow, anxiously. He was told again 
that eight was the judgment of the court. But he persisted 
in his request, crying, ** No, no; ten, ten if you please!" 
" Why so 1" demanded the judge. " Because," returned the 
shrewd calculator, " I am fifty years old ; I shall live to be 
sixty ; and if I am turned out of jail at the end of eight 
how am I to live the other two ?" 

The sacrifice of infants, by throwing them into the Gan- 
ges, was very common here (indeed it was so along the 
whole course of the sacred river) till the practice was made 
a capital offence, punishable with death, by the British gov- 
ernment. A frightful outrage of this kind, not long ago, 
occurred near Cutwa. A woman cast her child, between 
three and four years old, into the Ganges, ad an offering to 
the goddess. The little creature made its way to a raft of 
bamboos, that happened to be floating by, and, seizing one 
end of it, was drifted along, crying to its unnatural mother 
for help. She, perceiving from the shore the danger of her 
child escaping, plunged into the water, tore away its hold, 
broke its neck, and hurled the life-warm corpse into the 
middle current, which soon carried it out of her sight. A 
field near Cutwa, which we passed, was strewn with human 
skulls (a literal Golgotha), cast on shore by the floods of the 
river, from time to time. 

In a village near this pity we saw what yet appears above 
ground of an immense brass cannon, seventeen and a half 
feet long, twenty-one ipches in diameter at the muzzle, and 
enlarging proportionately towards the breech ; the calibre is 
six inches. On the upper surface are several large rings, 
and aJPersian inscription, of which we have not preserved 
a copy. This" prodigious piece of ordnance was mounted 
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upon a carriage of wood and iron ; but a large tree has been 
springing up, about and underneath it, till it is no longer 
possible to move the cannon without destroying the plant, 
whose roots have completely enveloped and upheaved the 
lower part, and whose growth, in due time, will undoubtedly, 
embed the whole mass. The Hindoos have deified this inert 
and impotent engine of destruction, having placed an idol at 
one extremity, which they worship. They have a tradition 
that when this cannon is fired the world will come to an 
end, and, from present appearances, it is not likely to be fired 
before then. 

Sept. 24. One of the gigantic cranes, commonly called 
adjutants, from their soldier-like walk, was brought to us. 
The breadth, from tip to tip of the extended wings, measured 
not less than eleven feet ; the length, from the point of the 
bill to the end of the tail, was four feet, including twelve 
inches for the bill itself; the legs, supported on three strong 
toes, were^a yard in height. The plumage on the back was 
a light blue (in some specimens dark brown), en the belly 
white ; the bill a dingy white ; the iris sky-blue, and the eye 
quick and keen. The throat is capable of such prodigious 
expansion as to swallow, whole, the body of a cat, of a small 
dog. We tried an experiment with one of these gluttons, 
when it bolted, with perfect jease, the entire leg of a kid. 
The peculiar feature of this crane is a membranous pouch, 
of a reddish color, occasionally let down from the neck, 
"which, being inflated with air, presents a cylinder fourteen 
or fifleen inches long, and three or four in diameter. Many 
small apertures, eaclv equal to a pin's head, communicate 
between the windpipe and this appendage, of which the pre- 
. cise use is not known. The pouch is without feathers,^nd is 
generally gathered up about the neck. In very hot weather 
this bird is wont to soar to an invisible height in the atmos- 
phere, for the purpose of enjoying a cooler temperature, 
when it seems probable that the expanded pouch enables 
it to maintain its buoyancy, or in some way assists in the 
functions of flight or respiration. The adjutant-crane is a 
privileged carrion-eater throughout India, preying on all 
kinds of offal in the streets of the most populous cities, and 
collecting no small part of its sustenance from the floating 
corpses which may be said to people the Ganges, the Hooghly, 
and the Jumna. It builds its nest in lofly trees, slightly 
putting a few sticks across each other, on which to deposit its 
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eggs. In the breeding teason the female becomes so fierce 
that no man may approach her, except at his peril ; the long 
bill, as an offensive weapon, being scarcely less formidable 
than a broad-sword in the hands of a powerful warrior— of 
which the following proof has been mentioned to us. A 
man was carrying a leg of mutton upon his head, when an 
adjutant^crane, too eagerly darting to seize so precious a 
quarry, missed its aim, and grasped the neck of the poor 
fellow, between the serrated mandibles of its beak, with such 
savage ferocity as to cut it nearly asunder, and kill him upon 
the spot. 

Oct. 9. Being at Chinsurah, during the festival of the 
Doorga — the Qoddess of Nature — ^we saw heathenism at the 
height of its madness. In the- palace of an opulent baboo, 
an idol with ten arms, manufactured for the occasion at an 
expense of five hundred rupees, was placed in the recess of 
a superb apartment, used as a temple. The image, not yet 
having been consecrated, was said to be blind ; but a small 
hole was lefl in one of the eyes, through which the divinity 
was supposed to enter at a particular crisis of the rites, when 
the orifice was immediately closed, and she was shut in ; not 
long, however, to remain a prisoner there, for soon after- 
wards the idol itself was broken to pieces, and cast into the 
Ganges, with many others, carved for this particular festival, 
and by the sale of which the craftsmen make no small gain. 
Before the sanctuary was a spacious area, about the middle 
of which a stump of wood was fixed in the ground, having a 
notch in the top of it, wide enough to admit the necks of 
kids or lambs, when slain for offerings ; across which there 
was an iron bolt to confine the animal, with the head pro- 
jected, as through the loop-hole of a pillory. Beyond this 
was another stouter apparatus of the same kind, with an 
opening wide enough to secure the necks of young buffaloes. 
These two stakes were, in fact, " the horns of the altar," a 
mound of earth being raised on that side of each over which 
the animal was to be stretched to receive the mortal stroke. 
For this a tremendous knife, something like a bill-hook, four 
feet in length (including a short handle), and very broad, 
strong, and sharp, was provided. This slaughtering-place 
was surrounded with posts and railing, to which were bound 
two buffaloes, the one about two years and the other fifteen 
months old, also four kids and a lamb, all males. The horns 
of the buffaloes were painted red, and garlanded with foliage ; 
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their bodies were successirely sprinkled with water from the 
Ganges, and an infusion of turmeric poured upon their heads. 
A few green leaves were strown on the ground under their 
bellies, and a yellow cloth cast over their backs; after which 
the man who was to be executioner on the occasion lightly 
drew the great knife across the neck of each of the intended 
victims. The four kids and the lamb, one after the other, 
were then brought forward, and, their bodies being stretched 
across the earthen altar, and their necks fastened within the 
forked stake, each in turn was decapitated by a single blow. 
The moment the head fell, a Brahmin snatched it up and 
ran to present it to the idol. Another Brahmin took up the 
body, and held it while the blood flowed into a sacred cop- 
per vessel, lined with plantain-leaves. Immediately before 
the knife descended, at a given signal, a terrible din of gongs 
and drums, accompanied by a loud shout of fiie multitude, 
was raised on every hand, which continued till the head had 
been laid before the idol. When the five smaller animals 
had been despatched, a piece of the flesh of each was cut out 
of the carcass, and thrown into the dish that had received 
its blood, and the whole was set, reeking, before the shrine 
where the heads were. The lesser stake was then pulled up, 
the earthen altar repaired, and a large gourd, with a streak 
of red paint, was placed upon it. This was split in two, and 
both ends being thrown aside, seven sugar canes were, in 
like manner, first laid upon the altar, and each cut in two. 
These were to represent offerings of the fruits of the soil. 
The larger buffalo was then led within the inclosure and his 
neck fixed within the fork of the stronger stake ; while, by 
means of ropes fastened to all his legs, his body was drawn 
out, and held down upon the earthen mound, or altar. The 
sacrificer, a blacksmith, a man of mighty bone and muscle, 
then fetched the knife, with great formality, from before the 
idol, where it had been laid with each of the former offer- 
ings. For a few moments he looked with intense earnest- 
ness towards the image of Doorga, as though imploring the 
mights her ten arms to aid' his two ; every eye was fixed on 
him, and every face expressed a strange solicitude for the 
sequel, as the canon law, in such case, requires that the head 
of the victim shall fall under one blow ; for, if this be not 
effected, the omen would be deemed most unfortunate, and 
the sacrificer would be driven away with scorn and cursing 
from the place. The blacksmith, however, on this occasion 
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fiiiled not ; having deliberately taken aim and lifted the ter- 
rible instrument, one moment we saw it gleaming through 
the air, and the next it was crimsbned and reeking with 
blood from the slain beast ; the head of which was immedi- 
ately caught up and presented to the idol. Meanwhile the 
people shouted and danced — hugged in their arms, and 
crowned with a chaplet of leaves, the brawny slaughterman, 
as a bene&ctor of their country. Presently, however, a grand 
struggle took place for the body of the buffalo, which was 
dragged away by the strongest party in triumph, as lawful 
spoil. The second bullock was beheaded with the same good 
luck ; but the body of this was seized by a number of women, 
who fought with Amazonian fury for the possession of it; 
Many men and boys afterwards pressed forward to dip their 
hands in the blood, as it lay in pools on the ground, marking 
with it their temples, and various parts of their bodies. A 
lighted lamp was then placed on the head of each of the 
victims, and ope of the Brahmins began to mutter over it 
his prayers, or incantations ; but we were not allowed to see 
or hear any more of the ceremony. On the evening of the 
following day all the idols prepared for this anniversary were 
brought down to the river, embarked on a platform between 
two boats, from which, with great pomp of music and pa- 
geantry they were plunged into the stream. We were told 
that, the spirits of the gods being supposed to have gone out 
of the images, they were regarded as dead carcasses, and in- 
stead of being worshipped, were spurned and execrated by 
the people, who, both on land and water, indulged themselves 
in the most abominable excesses. 

At Chinsurah, also, there is a famous place of resort, called 
SaraishortoUah^ or the residence of the Bull-god. This is a 
square area, on which, beneath the umbrage of one vast ban- 
yan-tree, stand several .temples, dedicated to different popular 
idols, to accommodate all classes of comers. Here many 
self-inflicted or self-chosen cruelties are practised, by those 
who thus hope to merit a place in the Hindoo heaven. A 
favorite penance is to have the tongue bored through with a 
large iron spike. A blacksmith is the operator, who is said 
to be very skilful both in driving a nail and driving a bargain. 
It sometimes happens that the candidates for this piece of 
service at his hands are so numerous and impatient that they 
are obliged to submit to be arranged in order as they arrive, 
and wait till each in his turn can be gratified with a wound 
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in the unruly member, which they use, meanwhile, with no 
•mall eloquence, to induce him to hasten to their relief, and, 
when he is come, to get the business done as cheaply as they 
can. The shrewd knave, however, is wise enough to take 
his time, and extort a larger or a smaller fee, according to 
the number, rank, or fanaticism of his customers. 

The principal object of veneration is a large, unshapen 
block of black stone, in one of the temples under the tree, 
wliich thousands come from the remotest provinces of the 
peninsula to worship. The tradition runs, that the propri- 
etor dreamed that, if he would search in such a part of the 
bed of the river, he would find just such a stone. Straight- 
way, next morning, he wc^nt to the spot,\and found the iden- 
tical block which had been shown him in his sleep, and 
which, of course, could be no other than a god ; so a god he 
made it, and invited whoever pleased to pay their devotions 
to it, provided they first paid a small tax to himself Thus 
are these peo{Je deluded by the basest and shallowest artifices 
of profligate and mercenary men. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Deputation sail for Madras — Arrival at Yizagapatam — Dr. Bell's School- 
system — Madras — Sir Thomas Monroe— ^howltries, or Caravanseraa 
— Arcot — Pungalore — Palanquin-bearers — Guramconda — ^Tigers — 
Arrival at Cudaapah — Hindoo Yillany — Festival of Cama, at Bellary 
— Ruins of Bejanughuir — The Cow and the Tiger — New-year Fes- 
tival at Gudduck — Village-fortresses — Whirlwind at Kitoor — Chris- 
tian Natives at Belgaum — Battling of Buffaloes — Ants — ^Indian Gip- 
sies. 

Dec. 19. After a second residence of two months in 
Calcutta, we sailed this day for Madras, intending to visit the 
missionary stations of our Society in the south of India, as 
we have now done those in the north ; where, so far as it 
was practicable, we trust that we have accomplished the be- 
nevolent purposes for which we were originally deputed. 
Our vessel is the Aurora^ burthen five hundred tons, and 
teak-built. 

1827. Jan. 5. We landed at Yizagapatam, where we 
staid three days, sojourning with the missionaries, Messrs.^ 
Gordon and Dawson, and discussing with them various im- 
portant matters relative to their labors on this station. 
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Jan. 11. On our arrival at MadrM, we found our kind 
missionary friends, Messrs. Taylor and Crisp, waiting, to r^ 
ceive us, and with them we took up our abode. 

Jan. 17. We have been much gratified with the general 
appearance, the admirable management, and we believe the 
efficient means for doing much good, of the Madras school, 
which was formerly under the care of the publicnspirited Dr. 
Bell, and wherein he first adopted the educational system 
which bears his name ; borrowing, indeed, some of the de- 
tails from Hindoo usages, but greatly improving these, and 
adding others that were necessary in the instruction of chil- 
dren of rather a higher degree of intellect than is often to be 
found among the native castes here. The dwelling-heuse is 
a plain, common building ; but the rooms for conducting the 
business of the establishment are very large and commodioms ; 
the principal one being two hundred and fifty feet in length, 
by fifty in width. There are, at this time, on the foundation, 
four hundred and sixty boys, chiefly half castes, the sons of 
British soldiers and native women ; many of whom are or* 
phans ; and of these latter a few whose parents were English ; 
— ^these are boarded, lodged, fed, clothed, and taught the 
rudiments of useful learning and Christian knowledge, upon 
Dr. BelFs^plan, at an expense of about eight guineas a-head 
per annum. The superintendent, the Rev. Mr. Roy, showed . 
us the premises, and answered our various inquiries with 
great politeness and intelligence. 

Jan. 19. This morning we had the honor of an interview 
with the governor, sir Thon^as Monroe, who of his own ac- 
cord spoke with manifest pleasure of what he had already 
heard concerning the work of God in the South Seas, and 
desired to hear more at a convenient opportunity. We stated 
to his Excellency our purpose (with permission) to visit the 
missionary stations in South India ; and he, in the most gra- 
cious manner, promised at once to furnish us with suitable 
facilities ; though, having no license from the East India 
Directors in England, we understand that we might have 
been ordered forthwith to leave the country. We were after- 
wards entertained several times by sir Thomas Monroe, dur- 
ing our stay at Madras, and had great satisfaction in affording 
him such further information respecting the Pacific Islands 
as he appeared delighted to receive. 

Feb. 4. In the evening we reached the chowUries, about 
half-way between Madras and Tripasore — about fifteen miles 
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— 'Which completed the first stiE^e on our journey. It is 
pleasing to observe the hospitable attention that is paid to 
the accommodation of travelling in these countries by thecich 
natives. Chowltries^ (which answer the same purposes as 
caravanseras in other parts of the east) are erected at con- 
venient distances, by the road-side, which are o^n day and 
night for the reception of respectable passengers. Inferior 
slMds are likewise reared to shelter persons of the lower 
classes. Adjacent to these are water-tanks, and frequently 
pagodas. White pots are, in some places, suspended from 
the branches of trees, containing chunam (lime), which the 
people use with the betel-nut and cere^eaf, so commonly 
chewed by them. Vessels are occasionally set by the way- 
side,* under the thick shadow of trees, containing cool water, 
and drinking-cups, for a temporary refreshment. Ignited 
ropes, also, are fastened, here and there, against a wall, at 
which people may light their cheroots or tobacco-pipes, which 
they smoke as they go along. The chowltry at which we 
halted was sixty feet in length by thirty in width, having an 
open, thatched verandah in front. Three parallel rows of 
arched pillars supported the ridge-tree and roof At each 
end, and behind, are private apartments. The whole is well- 
paved with brick, and kept perfectfy clean, without expense 
to any one who enjoys the benefit of it. These conveniences 
are generally built by wealthy Hindoos as sacrifices of char- 
ity, whereby future happiness is to be merited. However 
mistaken the motive, one cannot but commend the practice ; 
and if what »re esteemed ''good works'' here were all of so 
benevolent a description, the moral character of the people 
would be far better than it is,-— degraded and corrupted as 
we see it in almost every other act of devotional service to 
gods, whose wrath they are incessantly endeavoring to con- 
ciliate by prodigal expenditure of wealth on crafly priests, 
and the most disgusting voluntary penances. 

We travel in palanquins, each being provided with a set 
of thirteen men, palky-bearers, hired by the month at no great 
cost, besides coolies, or porters, to carry provisions, and other 
requisites. There being no inns where entertainment can 
be procured, travellers furnish themselves with eatables, which 
may be cooked at the chowltries ; but, as there is seldom any 
furniture in these except a long stool, beddin^^ also is a ne« 
cessary article of luggage. Our palanquins were our car- 
riages by day and our couches at night. . 
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Feb. 5. The roads in this part of India are exceedingly 
bad, being little else than barren burning sand, covered with 
a scanty vegetation. In some places they have been flooded, 
to-day, so deeply that the water reached the lower part of 
our palanquins, and our bearers have waded up to the loins 
through it. Palmyra, fan-palm^ and banyan-trees, however, 
abound, and flourish amidst universal apparent sterility* 
Early in the evening we were obliged to halt, that our weary 
bearers might rest themselves. During this day's march, one 
of our servants, being at a little distance before the rest, was 
attacked by two ruffians, who attempted to rob him, but he 
escaped ; and, the alarm being given, a chase ensued, and 
the rogues were taken. One of these was immediately bound, 
with bis hands behind his back, and well-beaten upoil the 
spot with an old shoe,^hich is the greatest disgrace that a 
Hindoo can sufler ; but our men would not punish the other, 
who most deserved both chastisement and contempt, because 
he proved to be a Brahmin, by the sacred thread which he 
wore. They were both, therefore, turned loose again. This 
incident reminded us of the importance of being upon our 
guard ; a precaution which a traveller in India hardly thinks 
of now, in the well-governed districts ; very few robberies by 
open violence being committed. At our night-quarters, there- 
fore, we placed our palkies (palanquin-bearers) side by side 
round' the chowltry, and lay down amidst our heathen at- 
tendants, without any fear of being injured by them, after 
having committed ourselves to the merciful keeping of an 
ever-gracious Providence. 

Feb. 8. We rested at Arcot. In this neighborhqod are 
considerable cantonments for cavalry, belonging to the East 
India Company. The horses are exposed to all varieties of 
weather, day and night, without any shelter, but the occa- 
sional covering of a blanket, in heavy rain. By this treat- 
ment the animal? are much better inured to bear the changes 
and chances of campaigning than if they were fostered in 
stables; and very few, we understand, die in the seasoning. 
They are principally Arabians, fifteen hundred of which are 
annually imported to supply the demands of the army. Arcot 
is a native town of great antiquity, and , surrounded with 
cocoa-nut trees. It was formerly fortified, but the works are 
in ruins. The inhabitants for the most part are Mahomme- 
dans, and the population of the neighborhood is immense, 
being estimated at nearly a million, within a circle of three 
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miUs diameter. The famons chunam, or lime, of India, is 
prepared here from a peculiar kind of calcareous substance, 
called conkcar, in which the valuable material is found in the 
form of nodules. The manufacture and traffic of this com- 
modity is very great. 

Feb. 15. At Pungalore, when we wished to proceed to* 
wards Guramconda, we found one. of our head-men drunk,"^ 
and four others so sick that they were incapable of further 
duty. We now regretted heartily (from experience which 
we had at Madras) having engaged our bearers by the month, 
instead of travelling post, or by the mile. The former may 
appear to be the least expensive ; but to strangers the incon- 
venience and vexation of having to deal with people whom 
they cannot command or persuade, under any consideration, 
to be prompt or punctual in any thing they do, far overbal- 
ance any moderate pecuniary saving. It is the interest of 
the hired bearers to do as little labor as possible^ and occupy 
as much time on the road. Their object and ours, therefore, 
being in diametrical opposition, we are involved in perpetual 
differences with them. When the hour of starting arrives, 
they have frequently to get their food, or take a nap ; or one 
or two of them may be missing ; perhaps there are no torches 
to be had, or no oil to supply them ; it is too hot, too cold, 
or the distance is too far for them to venture upon in their 
exhausted state ; with a thousand other frivolous and provok- 
ing excuses, against which reasoning is of no more avail than 
it would be with mosquitoes, when the wearied traveller can- 
not get a wink of sleep for their annoying attacks. 

Feb. 16. In the evening, being on the road to Guram- 
conda, which is a mere foot^track, winding among rocks and 
dells, and where a few yards of level ground can rarely be 
found, we were repeatedly obliged to alight from our palan- 
quins, and walk as well as we might, or submit to be carried 
across swamps on the backs of our attendants. We crossed 
the beds of several rivers, now nearly dry, but in the rainy 
season, as their channels indicate, pouring impetuous tor- 
rents through the country. The miserably poor soil supports 
a few stunted shrubs, with here and there a patch of rice- 
ground. 

This wildernes&-regibn is miich infested with tigers, and 
we were not always out of peril by the way. Mr. Bennet, 
accompanied by one of the palkies carrying a lighted torch, 
had unthinkingly walked onward, to a considerable distance 
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from the rest ; suddenly a rustling was heard among the 
bushes, and a motion appeared under their foliage, which 
gave instant alarm of danger — and danger so near that escape 
seemed improbable. ** Is there a tiger there?'' he exclaimed. 
" Many tigers," was the reply of the terrified torch-bearer, 
who nevertheless had presence of mind to stoop down and 
set fire to the dry grass, which burst out quickly into fire and 
smoke, flaring and obscuring, at the same time, all surround- 
ing objects. In this crisis Mr. Bennet and the man stood 
«till, till his palanquin and attendants arrived. Providentially 
nothing more was seen or heard of the beast, which the palky 
declared he had distinctly perceived couchant, as if in the 
very act to spring, when, had it done so, either one or the 
other must inevitably have been its victim. 

Feb. 21. On our arrival at Cuddapah, William Haiffh, 
Esq. the Zillah-judge, introduced himself to us, kindly saymg 
that he did not doubt who we were on our first appearance, 
as he had been expecting us in the course of the day. Other 
distinguished persons also welcomed us with much cordiality ; 
among the 'rest, P. Brown, Esq., register of the court, a son 
of that eminent Christian minister and one of the genuine 
apostles of India, the late Rev. David Brown, of Calcutta. 

The following is a dark specimen of such cases of compli- 
cated villany as now and then comer— too often certainly — 
before the triJbunals of justice in India. It was lately brought 
forward, and exposed in the Zillah-court at Cuddapah. A 
Brahmin being indebted to another Brahmin in a sum of 
money, payment of which had often been demanded in vain, 
— he to whom it was owing at length determined to act upon 
a custom sometimes observed here, namely, to go and live 
under the roof of the debtor till he could obtain his due. A 
woman of the same sacred caste was on a visit to the latter, 
at the time when the former took up his abode with him. She 
had been at Madras to receive some money, which, beiuff 
known to the creditor, he urged his debtor to avail himself 
of the circumstance for means to discharge the obligation. 
**This wodian has money," said he; **why don't you rob 
her, and pay me ?" " I cannot do that," answered the other, 
** she is a guest in my house, and I do not like to use her so." 
But the importunity of the tempter prevailed, and the two 
Brahmins, too dastardly to do the deed themselves, bribed a 
pariah, a wretch of no caste, to commit the crime, with a 
promise of a share of the booty. Even he at first revolted 
12* 
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firom the flerviee, saying, *' I am not in want of money at 
present, and I have no mind to the work." The holy men, 
however, persaaded him against his better feelings. Accord- 
ingly he watched his opportunity, waylaid the woman, and 
robbed her of her treasure, which he delivered to his employ- 
ers, and claimed the wages of his iniquity. When the bulk 
of the spoil had been equally divided between the parties, 
there remained two rupees and a half, whereupon they said, 
** Let us not take these for ourselves, but let each sacrifice 
his portion of them to his own god." And they did so. Thus 
two proud Brahmins, who would have trodden down the hated 
pariah, ** as mire in the streets," rather than have had apy 
nonest dealings with htm, could stoop to the infamy of making 
him their proxy and accomplice in a conspiracy to plunder a 
helpless woman of their own order, and at the very time un- 
der the protection of one of her betrayers. 

March 7. At Bellary, our missionary friends, Mr. Hands 
and others, made the time delightful as well , as profitable to 
ourselves, and we trust that we were not merely partakers, 
but in some degree helpers of their joy. While we were 
here, the annual festival of Cama, the Hindoo Cupid, was 
in the course of celebration, during nine days, on one of 
which, that of the full moon, it closed with a variety of fan- 
tastic processions, and pantomimic sports, after sunset. The 
people paraded the thoroughfares in crowds, throwing a kind 
of red powder at one another, till all their dothes were dis- 
colored with it. Many of the grandees had temporary sheds 
^ected in public places, under which dancing-girls, and 
bands of musicians, were exercising their abilities ; while 
song and revelry were heard and seen, within, without, and 
on every hand. Garlands of flowers were presented to pas- 
sengers in^ the streets, rose-water was sprinkled upon their 
persons, and wine and cakes were oflfered to them with the- 
utmost frankness. Every where bonfires of dried cow-dung, 
old baskets, and other castaway things, were blazing in the 
open air ; in the heart of each of these was planted a stake, 
bearing on the top, on a breadth of paper, a picture of the 
Cupid,, which ultimately fell into the flames, and was con- 
sumed. Two gaudy cars, meanwhile, were drawn through 
the city, on each of which an image of the same divinity, 
represented as a youth caressing an infant, was mounted, 
and received the homage of the multitude. Blue lights and 
fire-works were exhibited before these idols. — ^Boys, dressed 
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IS girls, were also seen dancing in the streets, to the sound 
of jingling, jarring, and " ear-piercing ". instruments.— A 
man, feigning to be dead, was carried upon a bier, and- 
represented a corpse. The intended jest was that the peo- 
ple might be actually deceived ; the bier, therefore, was set 
down, first in one place, and then another, as though the 
body were on the way to interment, being covered with a 
funeral cloth, and the face only stamped with the image of 
death, lefl bare. Over this, then, while the curious specta- 
tors were gazing, the signs of re-animation suddenly appear- 
ed ; the eyes opened, the lips moved, they spoke, and the 
dead-alive was welcomed back to the world with roars of 
universal merriment. 

March 22. From Camilapore, a 3mall village in the vi- 
cinity, we walked over to see the ruins of Bejanughuir ; of 
old, one of the most famous cities of the east. It was 
founded in 1336, and in its glory about the year 1525, when 
its rajah, Kistarow Nurputtee, subdued the whole of the Car- 
natic up to Nirbudda. He is recorded to have had nine Iocs 
of cavsdry, and twenty lacs of infantry (ninety thousand of 
the one, and two hundred thousand of the other). The 
third in succession from him, Burra Ram Row, having in- 
sulted the ambassadbrs of the Mussulman princes, his 
neighbors, they united ~ their forces, marched against him, 
vanquished and beheaded him ; after which they gave the 
city up to plunder and destruction, in 1564. The booty 
was immense, and their armies remained three years upon 
the spot, demdishing palaces, temples, and dwellings of ev- 
ery description. The modern city is comparatively insig- 
nificant. The subsequent possession of it, with a greater 
or lesser extent of adjacent territory, has been in the hands 
of various native princes. The present nominal rajah is a 
boy, not more than three years old. 

On reaching the site, we crossed an ancient embankment, 
once strongly fortified, beyond which the ruins are scattered 
in dreary magnificence over a vast plot of undulated ground, 
the inequality of which- gives extraordinary relief and effect 
to their dismantled forms — intermingled, as they are, with 
enormous p piles of sienite rocks, or mouldering upon the 
crests of imperishable foundations, of the same material, 
which their structures were intended by the builders to rival 
in durability. Among the prodigious remains of dilapidated 
palaces, we remarked a peculiar range of buildings, said to 
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have been elephant-stables^ over each of which, eleven in 
number, there is a distinct dome. Pagodas, of ^ariou? sizes 
and different orders of architecture, appear on every side. 
One of these attracted our special attention ; it is a stone 
inclosure without a roof, wherein is a Hindoo idol of great 
curiosity, — being a colossal ima^e of the lion-god ; a human 
figure having a lion's head, with a richly ornamented conical 
crown upon it. This statue is admirably executed, of fine 
symmetry, and indicative of vast muscular strength : it is, 
however, much mutilated ; both the arms and legs have 
"been broken off. Though in a sitting posture, the height is 
nearly eighteen feet, the girth about the waist nineteen, and 
the breadth across the shoulders ten. Behind its back a ser- 
pent (the cobra capella), proportionately large, rises upon its 
tail, and speads its hood as a canopy over t^e idol, above 
which are seen six additional heads, belonging to the snake. 
This group is inclosed within a concave recess, supported by 
two pillars; both the shaRs and the arch are lavishly adorn- 
ed with emblematical devices. The whole has been sculp- 
tured from one solid and exceedingly hard mass of sienite, 
in its native bed, upon the spot. 

Colonel Bowles informed us that when his regimen£ was 
quartered here, one night he heard a very unusual disturb- 
ance in the street, in which, certainly, human beings were 
not the agents. On looking out of the window he perceived 
that a tiger, having prowled -hither for prey, had just seized 
a calf by the neck, and w^as hurrying it off. The cow to 
which it belonged was tethered to a stake, but such was the 
agony and desperation of the bereaved brute, when she saw 
her offspring snatched from her side, that she actually broke 
the Tope, by a sudden plunge, and pursued the savage mon- 
ster, with most piteous lamentations, as though she would 
have rescued it by force, or perished in the conflict. Strange 
to tell, the tiger, finding himself so hardly beset, and alarm- 
ed, probably, by the dismal bellowing of the poor beast, 
dropped his prey, and escape'd with all his might into the 
bushes. The cow stopped abruptly over her calf, stirred it • 
with her foot, licked it with tlie fondest affection, went round 
it and round it ; but in vain she endeavored to make her lit- 
tle one get up— it w.as dead. 

March 28. . The festival of the new yeir commencing 
with the new moon to-day, we, being at the village of Oud* 
duck, went to the police-office (which serves for a town- 
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halJ), whem nearly the whole pN^ulation was assembled, at 
eight o'clock in the evening. The oldest Brahmin in the 
place, and all the principal men, were seated upon a carpet 
at one end of the room. Among these was the astrologer of 
the district, whose bu^ness it was to read over the new al- 
manac, or, at least, announce to the good people the roost 
remarkable events which it foretold. Afler a prologue of 
music, singing, and dancing (as usual) by girls, the astrolo-. 
gfer began to act his more solemn mummeries. The book 
was lying before him ; a small quantity of rice and some 
betel-nuts were then poured on the ground at his feet ; after 
which a few green leaves, and a little red powder, on a 
piece of paper, were brought. First he' made a brief poojah, 
or prayer ; he then mixed some of the rice with the red 
powder, and distributed the grains among those who sat near 
him. A piece of camphor was next placed on a green leaf, 
and, being ignited, was carried round, whc^n all that pleased 
held their hands over the flame, and then folded them in the 
attitude of supplication. Afterwards the betel-nuts -and 
cere-leaves were given away by him to persons on the right 
hand and on the left. All this was done over the new alma- 
nac ; which being thereby consecrated, the astrologer began 
to gabble over its pages with marvellous fluency, but, appa- 
rently, with not less precision. This fools' calendar (as it 
was, assuredly, in many parts, though equally suited to wiser 
men's occasions in others), contained the usual heterogene- 
ous prognostications, calculations, and lucubrations on the 
weather, the heavenly bodies, the prevailing vices, and the 
impending judgments, which characterize similar composi- 
tions in Chrbtian Europe. The ceremony was concluded 
with another fit of music, singing, and dancing; afler 
which, chaplets of sweet-scented flowers, sandal-wood, snuff, 
and plantains, were presented, as new year's gifts, to the 
chief inhabitants, and those strangers who happened to be 
there ; among the rest to ourselves, with a modest expres- 
sion of i hope, on the part of the astrologer, that the gen- 
tlemen would give him a cloth for a mantle. 

All the population in this part of India live in villages for 
security ; a house standing alone is scarcely to be seen. Ev- 
ery village, however small, has its round tower, substantially 
built of stone, to the height of thirty or forty feet. The 
entrance to this strong-hold is considerably above the ground, 
and in case of alarm, from the Pindarees and robbers that 
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infest the country, the people flee into it, taking with them 
their fkmilies, and mo^t valuable chattels ; then, drawing up 
the ladder by which they ascended, they are prepared to an- 
noy the enemy with missiles, thrown upon their heads from 
the roof, or shot through holes left in the walls for that pur- 
pose. Gangs of banditti have sometimes come upon a vil- 
lage, by surprise, and plundered, maltreated, ~ or murdered, 
all who were so unfortunate as to fall into their bands ; but 
they have been especially infamous for torturing, with the 
most reckless cruelty, any who were suspected to have pro- 
perty concealed, to wring from them a discovery of it. 
These excesses, however, arc much curbed, and rarely hap- 
pen, since the country came under the protection of the 
British government. The village-fortresses are falling to de- 
cay, and the peasantry can sleep in peace, without fear of 
being roused, before morning, by the howls of human 
wolves breaking in upon their folds. 

April 1. In the afternoon, while we were at Kitoor, a 
tree, standing near the palace of the desseye, or rajah, was 
suddenly assailed by the pisache, as the natives call it, that 
is, the devil ; and truly by an invisible spirit it seemed to be 
agitated in the most violent manner, while all the air was 
calm around. It was, in fact, a very narrow local whirl- 
wind^ which rent the foliage and raised the dust, in a spiral 
colunm, about the tree, to a great elevation. In two minutes 
it was gone, and every branch and leaf remaining became 
as still, in the course of a few seconds, as though nothing 
had happened to disturb them. Such gusts are not uncom- 
mon at this season of the year, and are frequently confined 
in their operations to a circle of a few yards* diameter. Se- 
vere thunder-storms, with heavy rains, came on about the 
corresponding hours of the two following afternoons. 

April 12. Our missionary friends at Belgaum having sent 
a native convert to meet us^ with some supplies of provisions, 
ue arrived there on the 2d inst., and were iaffectionately re- 
ceived by Messrs. Taylor and Lillie. This is a military sta- 
tion, and from many of the officers we experienced great 
civilities during our brief sojourn. Three Hindoos, the first 
fruits in this neighborhood, were lately baptized by Mr. Tay- 
lor,- which occasioned no small consternation among their 
Pagan relatives. The wives of the men appeared .for a 
while quite distracted. They brought their onspring to the 
door of the missionary's house, laid them down there, and 
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cried to him, " Here, take these children; cut their throats, 
or do what you will with them ; their fathers have lost caste : 
our children will be abandoned ; nobody will marry them ; 
and what good will they do us ?" Indeed, so hot a persecu- 
tion was raised against the new proselytes, and so bitterly es- 
tranged were their families from them, that they were oblig- 
ed to fly from their native village ; two turned back to idol- 
atry, but one of these soon repented, and again renounced 
it ; the third continued steadfast, and has hitherto given the 
most satis&ctory proofs of the genuineness of his conver- 
sion. At the little town of Petta there are two schools, con- 
taining thirty boys, under Christian instruction; and Mr. 
Taylor daily meets the adults (such as will hear him), to 
converse with them on things that pertain to salvatiop. As 
the Hindoo converts are not suffered to draw water from the 
public wells, Mr. T. has been obliged to dig one expressly 
for their use. 

April 13. Leaving Belgaum, we journeyed on towards 
Goa. The climate in this part of India is very fine, and the 
country beautifully diversified with hill and dale, trees and 
streams. The thermometer this morning, at sunrise, was 
down at 71**, with a firesh sea-breeze blowing from the west- 
ward. The buffaloes, in all these torrid regions, are remark- 
ably fond of water, and when they can find a river or a pool, 
they may.be seen standing or lying in it, with their nostrils 
only above the surface, to allow them to breathe. Like 
swine, also, they love to wallow in the mire, and plaster their 
hides all over with fresh mud, to keep themselves cool. To- 
day we passed a herd of these animals, ruminating in a 
shallow river. A roan was throwing water over the body of 
one of them, anii rubbing down its limbs, while another 
stood by, so impatient to enjoy the same luxurious handling, 
that it would scarcely allow the drover to finish his work with 
the former — biting, and pawing, and moaning till its turn 
came. 

On many trees we observe ants' nests, of great size, 
hanging like fruits from the branches. These are most in- 
geniously compacted of leaves, lapping over each other, like 
tiles on the roof of a house, and firmly agglutinated by mat- 
ter which oozes from the bodies of the architects themselves. 
The nests are of an oval form, of a dark color, and as big 
as a man's hat. When disturbed in their airy citadels, the 
insect-garrisons become exceedingly fierce, and make such 
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anfioying resistance that it is not wise either for man or 
monkey to meddle with them. Large ground-ants swarm 
every V where ; their habitations are re^ly deserving the name 
of hills, being heaped up, in great bulk, about &e roots of 
trees, and often crowned with many conic spires — ^like Al- 
pine peaks, on a small scale. 

We passed a party of Brinjaries, — a class of gipsies who 
act as carriers of rice^ salt, &c., which they transport 
through the provinces on bullocks. They never locate them- 
selves, or live in houses, but wander from place to place, 
with their wives, and children, and cattle, pitching or strik- 
ing their tents where they can find pasture, employment^ or 
repose, as they want one or other of these. The men carry 
upon their backs gaily-ornamented bags, and other finery ; 
while the women are fond of sporting unwieldy ear-r4ngs and 
bracelets. These people, in times of war, are found of 
great service in collecting supplies, and removing baggage, 
. in the train of armies. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 
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Arrival atGoa — Condition (^Inhabitants — Buildings d* the Inquisition — 
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Hand — -Arrival at Mysore — Royal Elephant-carriage — Pagoda — Ani- 
mal-fights — Colossal Bull-image — Seringapatam — Whimsical Mis- 
take — Ants* Nests — Camelebn — Nilgherry Mountains — Boa-con- 
strictor — Scarecrows — Civet Cats — Cape Camorin — Right and Left- 
hand Castes — Hindoo Covetousness. 

April 16. Boats having been engaged to take us and 
our palanquins down the river from Assunwarra to ^oa, a 
distance of fourteen miles, we embarked very early, reached 
the harbor soon after day-break, and landed at the admiral's 
stairs. The eldest of three brothers occupies the official 
house, and enjoys the honor of being admiral, under the 
Portuguese government here, which, however, is little encum- 
bered with duties. Having letters of introduction to this 
gentleman, he received us with great courtesy, and to his 
countenance we were, in a considerable measure, indebted 
for much respect and attention shown to us by other persons 
of authority in Goa. 
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April 17. The extent of the Portuguese territory on the 
continent of India is about seventy miles along the coast, 
and twenty-three miles inland. The population is reckoned 
to be two hundred and seventy thousand, of which the small 
island of Goa comprehends seventeen thousand. The latter 
is two leagues in length from east to west, and half as much 
from north to south. The harbor^ which was once the rendez- 
vous of ships laden with all the treasures of the east, is now 
filling up with sand, and has little more than four fathoms of 
water. There are computed to be eight hundred Roman 
Catholic priests in the Portuguese domains ; Mahommedans 
and Gentoos are tolerated, but not allowed to decorate their 
mosques or temples with external signs of what they are, nor 
to celebrate their respective festivals by processions in pub- 
lic. The proportion of professors of Christianity, Islamism, 
and Hindoo idoktry, we have not learnt. There is not one 
printing-press throughout Portuguese India; we may add, 
almost as a matter of course in this age of the world, that the 
state of knowledge, of morals, and of civil polity, must be 
exceedingly low. 

April 18. Accompanied by signor Cypriano, secretary to 
the government, and Mr. Tasker, our missionary friend, we 
visited several churches and convents, the venerable relics 
of former days of Portuguese glory. On these, however, 
we could not look without painful historical associations, 
which made us feel little regret that such glory had passed 
away, and that such power as once had been exercised here 
for purposes of secular and priestly aggrandizement, by the 
oppression, plunder, and persecution of the unhappy people 
who were its subjects, was utterly, and we trust for ever, ex- 
tinct. At the magnificent convent of St. Dominic, we were 
kindly entertained by the vicar-general. He is from Macao, 
and, as his features indicate, of Chinese descent ; he is a 
middle-aged, clever, well-informed man, and of pleasant 
manners. Conversing respecting the late inquisition here, he 
expressed himself in decided terms of abhorrence of the 
cruelty which formerly made it infamous, and of satisfaction 
that such a nuisance had been abolished, frankly designating 
that engine of abused ecclesiastical authority an infernal 
thing. He had read Dr. Buchanan's Researches, and ob- 
served that with the exception of a few immaterial errors, 
his account of this horrible tribunal was correct. After -din- 
ner, we had much discourse respecting the several versions 
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of the Scriptures into Chinese and the various dialects of 
India and China. A copy was produced by Mr. Taylor 
(our missionary travelling-companion at this time) in the 
Portuguese language, published by the Bible Society. On 
noticing the name of the translator, the vicar-general asked 
if it were a fact that the work had been executed by that 
person. We assured him that he might rely upon that, as 
the Bible Society was under the direction ef men who were 
incapable of imposing a forgery upon the public. The Ro- 
man Catholics present then spoke very highly of the person 
alluded to ; and one of them emphatically remarked, that 
" Purgatory itself coiild not sp»eak against that translation." 
In the evening we went to survey, without fear of con- 
sequences, the buildings of the once-dreaded inquisition. 
These are of plain masonry, of various heights and irregular 
form, approaching to that of a parallelogram, three hundred 
and twenty feet on the north front, and a hundred and seven- 
ty-five at the east end. The principal entrance, facing the 
city cathedral, is through a large portal of stone. The doors 
had not oi^ly been locked, but nailed up ! Signer Cypriano, 
however, before our arrival, had ordered them to be opened 
by a skilful artisan. What were our feelings on stepping 
within the hideous inclosure ! Nothing but ruin instantly 
met our eyes. The roof had fallen in ; 5ie floors were every 
where giving way, and the walls were mouldering towards 
early destructk>n ; while shrubs and creepers were growing 
luxuriantly upon the tottering masses, and through the rup- 
tured battlements. The great hall had been stripped of its 
gloomy magnificence — a painted surface, consisting^ of a few 
triangular figures, alone remaining ; while the rotten floor, 
overgrown with grass, felt scarcely safe to tread upon ; in- 
deed, it was with some degree of trepidation that we walked 
across the various apartments through which we were led, 
the crazy timbers and floors frequently creaking and yield- 
ing, as though they would have failed beneath our feet. De- 
scending to the dungeons below, it was with difficulty we 
could make our way from one recess to another, doors, walls, 
and ceilings mingling their materials together in heaps of 
rubbish. At length we found a narrow staircase which con- 
ducted us to the principal cells — ^the deepest, darkey, strong- 
est nolds of this castle of Giant Despair. These were form- 
ed below the level of the ground, and consist of three rows, 
each containing six cells, ten feet square below, by fifteen 
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feet high, with arched roo&, and small, iron-barred windowi, 
to admit a little air and less light ; indeed, on first entering 
one of these dens, we could scarcely see each other, or dis- 
tinguish the forlorn dimensions. All the doors have been 
removed ; but it was apparent that, besides locks and bolts, 
two heavy wooden bars had been employed to fasten them on 
the outside. The cells stand in three parallel lines, having 
the same aspect, so that the doors of one row face the back 
of the row before them, preventing the possibility of com- 
munication between the prisoners confined in the one with 
those confined in the other. The walls are very thick. A 
verandah, five feet wide, supported by pillars, extends in 
front of each row of cells ; and between the verandah and 
the row beyond is an area of the same breadth. At right 
angles with these, and at either end, are two other ranges, 
each containing seven distinct dungeons. One of these 
latter had been employed as the room for examining the 
miserable beings that fell into the clutches of the inquisitors, 
by the torture. This was indicated by a broad black stripe 
all about the upper part of the walls, with similar stripes ex- 
tending from angle to angle, and crossing in the middle. In 
the roof of this apartment there is a smdl, square aperture, 
through which, it is said, the inhuman judges listened to the 
confessions, the groans, and shrieks of their agonized victims, 
while the rope and the rack stretched their limbs to disloca- 
tion, or torments more exquisite, by fire and steel, were in- 
flicted upon them. Over these five rows of cells there have 
, been upper stories, now dilapidated, which appear to have 
been of the same construction, and for the same purposes, 
as the lower. This place, however, viewed merely as a prison, 
if kept clean^ might have afforded as mUch personal comfort 
as is consistent with close confinement ; while, heing in the 
centre of the other buildings, it might be said to be hermeti- 
cally sealed to cut off the^/possibility of escape. The last 
auto dafe, or public execution of condemned persons, here, 
took place in 1777, from which time, till the holy office was 
absolutely abolished, by the interference of the British gov- 
ernment, in 1811, the bodies of the wretches that perished 
within the walls of the inquisition here, either under the tor- 
ture, or by direct violence, or from heart-breaking captivity, 
are said to have been thrown into a very deep tank, within 
the precincts of the dungeon-quarter. The original struc- 
ture was the palace of a Mahommedan prince ; afterwards^ 
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the residence of the Portuguese viceroy; then converted 
into a Popish " place of torment," which deserved a harder 
name than that of purgatory ; now happily it is '' a desolation 
and a hissing," and will be *' a perpetual scorn" so long as 
one stone shall remain upon another, to cry out against its 
former priestly possessors. 

The inhabitants of Goa are a motley multitude, consisting 
of Portuguese, Hindoos, Mahommedans, and African slaves, 
brought from the coast of Mozambique ; with half-castes of 
every description that can be formed out of these, and vary- 
ing in complexion through every shade between £urq>ean 
white and Negro black. Their clothing is as piebald as 
their breed and their color ; some going nearly naked, others 
half-clad, and many full-dressed, in Portuguese or English 
costume. The Roman Catholics in India have seven bish- 
ops, and their numbers in each diocese have been computed 
by the Abbe Dubois as follow : — 

t Under the Metropolitan, the Archbishop of Goa 500,000 
-/Under the Archbishop of Crangamore . .200,000 

lilUnder the Bishop of Cochin 30,000 

/jiUnder the Bishop of St. Thome ..... 60,000 

iMlUfider the Bishop of Bombay 10,000 

e^^Vilnder the Bishop of Pondicherry .... 36,000 
-ntiJbderthe Bishop of Virapoli 80,000 

Id ^J^J^ 

OVJJ.'I - 

,^ Mi^ 2. We left Goa on the 25th of April, and have been 
litf0aiiinonmore since the 27th, making preparaticms for our 
}<Mitoiey onward towards Bangalore. The myrmeleon, or 
M6n-ittit, abounds in dry places here. It forms in the ground 
aijsovtvf funnel, about an inch in diameter at the top, and 
lAapitk^'io three-quarters of an inch at the bottom. In this 
deal (under a cover of loose sand or light dust, it lies in am-^ 
b(afld)9o«Hth the top of its head scarcely perceptible above the 
\nv)^, watching till an ant of another species, or a small in* 
lect of any kind, happens to trespass upon its preserve, when, 
in an instant, it involves the stranger in such a cloud of dust 
and sand, which it throws up, that, bewildered and con- 
founded, it becomes an easy capture. The ruffian then 
seizes, kills, and drags it away into his hole, or devours it 
upon the spot, as we have often witnessed. This insect of 
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prey^ fitly called the lioD-ant, is about three-quarten of an 
inch in length, from the forceps to the abrupt tail-end. The 
body is oval, like that of the tick or sheep-louse, of a dirty 
brown color ; the back raised, and marked with eight ring- 
lets, and two lines «f black dots running down it. The 
neck is long ; the eyes are protuberant ; and the forceps 
meet in very sharp /points. These, as well as the neck, are 
exceedingly strong, to hold and hurry off its victims, back- 
wards or forwards, according to its convenience. The white 
ants are surprisingly active and ingenious. On passing a 
cluster of their nests one day, by the road-side, Mr. Tyer- 
man broke several of them up, to examine their internal 
structure, at the same time demolishing their peaked crests. 
On returning, about two hours afterwards, he found every 
orifice and cranny closed up again with earth, so completely 
as to prevent rain, or light, or any insect-invader, from en- 
tering. The bears are the most formidable enemies to these 
termites. We have repeatedly noticed large ant-hills which 
had just been stormed and depopulated by those fireebootera, 
whose uncouth footsteps were printed all over the ruins of 
the destroyed cities. 

A trifling anecdote has been told us here, which shows 
that, to make soldiers in India, and even commanders, a liber- 
al education is not always necessary. A young native gen- 
tleman, an officer, at Cannonracnre, one evening, looking at 
his watch to ascertain the time, found that it had stopped, 
he having neglected to wind it up. Anxious, however, to 
know what o'clock it was, and recollecting that captain B. 
had just constructed a very excellent sun^^ial, he called for 
a lantern and candle, that he might see what hour it was by 
the new, and strange chronometer of which he had heard so 
much. 

May 5. Yesterday evening we reached Manantoddy, 
fifiy-five miles from Cannonmore. This village is built in a 
situation four thousand feet above the level of the sea ; con^ 
sequently the climate is delightful, afier travelling over the 
arid sands and through the sultry valleys adjacent. 

Wild elephants are frequent in this ooieighborhood ; but 
when they go in herds they are seldom mischievous ; indeed 
they generidly retire at the approach of man, as shy of him. 
On the other hand, a solitary one— one that has been ex- 
pelled from the community for bad conduct — is very danger- 
13* 
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OU8, and will sometimes attack without prorocation. A short 
time ago an elephant that was feeding by itself was thought- 
lessly shot at by a young officer, when instantly the enraged 
brute pursued, overtook, and, with one blow of its trunk, 
laid him dead on the ground. Then, afler leisurely survey- 
ing the body, it first set a foot upon it ; next, with its tusks, 
threw it into the air ; and lastly, with savage deliberation, 
trampled over its victim's remains from head to foot, and left 
them so crushed upon the earth that not a whole bone was 
found in the skin, and the corpse was pressed as flat as a 
board. 

Tigers also abound here. About two months ago, 'within 
a few miles of this place, a royal tigress and her two fiill- 
grown cubs were traced through the jungle to their haunt 
in a dense thicket. Thereupon all the brave spirits in the 
country, for many miles round, four hundred in number, rose 
in mass to attack and destroy the tremendous depredators, 
from whose fangs neither man nor beast could be secure, at 
home or abroad. Armed with spears they assembled as near 
the spot as it was prudent to venture. First of all they 
lighted fires, at small distances, all round it ; and these they 
kept burning, night and day, till, within the circle of them, 
they had ccmstructed a net of strong ropes, eight feet in 
height — a perfect line of circumvallation. The next step in 
the siege was to commence cutting down the trees and un- 
derwood, from the circumference towards the centre, where 
lay the concealed citadel of the enemy. At length, ap- 
proaching too near to be tolerated any longer with impunity, 
the tigress bounded from her strong-hold, and attempted to 
escape, but she was received at once on the points of fifteen 
spears, that fixed her in a moment to the earth. Her two cubs 
were soon dislodged, and as speedily despatched. These ani- 
mals measured ten feet each in length, from the tip of the snout 
to the root of the tail. Their carcassed were hung up on the 
branches of lofiy trees, to rot in sun and wind ; the pe(^le as* 
signing as their reason for this gibbeting of the slain mon- 
sters, that their god. Same, likes to see such things. 

This is a land flowing with honey. The bees construct 
their combs in trees, and attach them to the strong branch- 
es. On one cotton-tree, hard by this village, a gentleman 
counted a hundred and eighty of such distinct' hives, be- 
longing to as many swarms. It might, indeed, be called a 
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** realm of bees," comprehending so many " towered cities/ 
filled with the '* busy hum"* of their industrious population 
The natives take these nests in the night-time, by making a 
fire under the tree ; then, ascending the stem, wrapt in a 
thick woollen cloth, which they call a compally, when they 
have reached the boughs, they cut off the combs, leaving 
them to fall upon the ground. The honey and wax, in this 
district, are farmed by one man, of the government, who 
pays about twenty-five hundred rupees for the monopoly. 
The bee is a very small species, and its products, of both 
kinds, are deemed excellent. 

May 7. Here is a famous fish-pagoda, on the banks of 
the river Manantoddy. It bears that name because, at the 
annual festival of the idol-worship in it, the pilgrims who 
resort hither have been in the habit, firom time immemorial, 
of feeding the fishes in the adjacent stream with rice, which 
they held in their hands in the water, and the creatures are 
so tame that they come in shoals, and eat the food thus pre- 
sented to them. Many of the pensioners of this pious 
bounty are enormously fat and overgrown, but it would be 
impiety to kill or harm one of them, as they are held 
sacred. 

May 9. From Manantoddy, which we lefl this day, the 
road, though excellent, li«s through dense, damp, and pes- 
tiferous jungles, the abode of wild animals. In the afternoon 
our bearers suddenly set up the cry of ** Huttee! hutteef" — 
that is, ** An elephant! an elephant!" They immediately 
put down the palanquins, and began to shout with all their 
strength of lungs, in which we heartily joined them, and soon 
had the satisfaction to see the dreaded animal — ^being a soli- 
tary one — moving off into the thickest part of the copsewood. 
The palkies, or bearers, in general, when peril of this kind 
is so nigh, take care of themselves by climbing up the trees 
as quick as they can, leaving their employers to escape as 
they may. Happily (providentially, we may say), ours be- 
haved with more courage and humanity. 

May 10. Though we continued travelling all last night, 
we met with no fiirther alarm or molestation* As the road 
approaches Mysore, the country becomes more open and cul- 

* " TowePd cities please us <hep. 
And the Imsy hum of men." 

MiiiTOw't L'Allxoro. 
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tirated ; the jungles being extensively cleared, and hedge- 
rows, as in England, partitioning the fields. At nine o'clock 
this morning we reached the citj, and went immediately to 
the house of Mr. Casamajor, the British resident, who had 
politely sent us a previous invitation to be his guests. From 
him and other gentlemen of Mysore, to whmn he introduced 
us, we experienced those courteous attentions which, at every 
stage of this tour, and, we may add, of all our peregrinations, 
we have received from our countrymen in foreign lands. 
This city is of great extent, and contains nearly a hundred 
thousand inhabitants ; having rapidly increased in wealth 
and importance since the rajah was liberated from bondage 
to Tippoo Saib, and restored by the English to his dominions 
as an independent prince. 

May 11. At eight o'clock this morning we were gratified 
with an airing, in grand style, in the rajah of Mysore's 
elephant-carriage, by the favor of our kind host, Mr. Casa- 
major. This state coach is twenty-four feet long, twelve 
wide, and reaches twenty from the ground to the top of the 
canopy. The foi^e-wheels are six feet in diameter, and the 
hinder seven and a half The body, which is octagonal, is 
suspended by four huge hinges, and capa.ble of acconuno- 
dating forty persons. In the centre, elevated three steps, 
there is a smdler car, of an oval form, with two semi-circu- 
lar seats, placed vis-a-vis, for the royal family, under a 
splendid canopy, supported by pillars, having elegant lamps 
attached to them, The space within the Ixniy around this 
throne, a& it may be called, is without seats; the prince's 
attendants being required to stand in his presence. Over 
the whole carriage there is a general awning, extepded on 
double pillars at each angle of the octagon. The drapery is 
richly embellished with fringe and tassels, and the wood- 
work painted with the most brilliant colors, heightened by 
gilding. The weight cannot be less than that of ten Eng- 
lish mail-coaches. Six large elephants, two abreast, were 
harnessed to this vehicle, in the manner of post-horses, with 
saddles and leathern traces. A lacquey was mounted upon 
the neck of each, who guided their motions, while a state ' 
driver sat upon a box in front, and gave general orders. 
The animals were very tractable, and went at the pace of 
about four miles an hour. Afler a ride of something less 
than that time and distance we dismounted. This carriage 
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18 never used by the rajah,^ except on solemn or festive 
occasions. 

Near the rajah's palace stands a pagoda, the lofty tower 
of which is crowded with images and ornaments, glittering 
with burnished gold. This pagoda was originally built at 
Seringapatam, but after the overthrow of that city the 
materials were brought hither piecemeal, and reconstructed. 
In what is called the Fort (a lesser town within the larger), 
there is a square, in which bull and ram, tiger and elephant, 
fights are occasionally exhibited to the pe<^le. At one of 
their animal-festivals the rajah himself takes a part in the 
sports of the day, and, among other exercises^ shoots with 
the bow at a tiger, when, according to the success or failure 
of his aim, the fortune of the ensuing year is augured. His 
Highness, however, is an excellent marksman, and the last 
time when he tried his hand he sent the arrow right through 
the body of the tiger, from a distance of forty paces. Near 
this station is the famous Mysore Hill, which rises abruptly 
from the plain to an elevation of a thousand feet. On tb^ 
face of this, which is sienite rock» has been carved a colossal 
bull, twenty-two feet high, though jrecumbent, as the sacred 
bull is always rejwesented. Towards evening we visited 
Seringapatam, which stands about nine miles from Mysore. 
This city can be looked upon with no every-day feelings, 
as one of the proudest, yet most humbling, memorials of 
departed grandeur and empire. The names of Hyder Ali 
and Tippoo Saib, on the spot where their ruined palaces and 
their well-preserved tombs yet show where they reigned and 
where they rot, must awaken strange and entrancing associ- 
ations in the mind accustomed to view man as the perpetual 
inhabitant of the world, while men are its ever-changing 
guests, coming and going, even as the moments which make 
up existence come and go, in that uninterrupted sucoessioa 
which ^constitutes time. This city is now become so un- 
healthy that nearly all the British have forsaken it; the cause 
of this nuisance seems not to have been clearly ascertained. 
It was intimated to us that intemperate habits, more than the 
locality or the atmosphere, were forn^rly the worrt enemies 
of European life here. 

June 11. On our way from Bangalore, through Durman- 
porry, we passed the night in a village, Bungalore, our bear- 
ers requiring rest. Having ordered a curry — a fowl dressed 
with rice — to be prepared, we waited a couple of hours with 
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as much patience as could well be expected from persons 
who had tasted nothing since daybreak-7-when at length, to ' 
our no small surprise and chagrin, the cook brought us a 
piece of charcoal. On explanation, it was found that, not 
knowing the right pronunciation of the word, we had used 
one which signified the last thing to which hungry men 
would look for nourishment. Blunders of this kind often, 
occur. At lengtli we made ourselves unequivocally under- 
stood, by signs which cannot be mistaken in any country ; 
and, after waiting three ^ours longer, the curry was brought, 
and we were well content. 

June 14. At Salem, Mr. Cockburn, the collector and 
magistrate (who in many things showed us great kindness), 
ordered five of his servants to break up a white-ants' nest, to 
satisfy our curiosity respecting these admirable structures, 
which every where, abound in India. Though this was not 
one of the largest, being only twelve feet in circuity and 
about a yard deep, it occupied the workmen two hours to 
accomplbh the disruption. Five exterior openings, from 
two to four inches in diameter, let downwards mto the 
heart of the insect-city. From these, numerous ducts 
branched out in all directions^ like veins from arteries ; ap- 
parently without reference to any regular plan. At the depth 
mentioned, the main roads terminated, the soil below being 
loose sand. In every part connecting with these means of 
intercourse were large cavities ; some of which might have 
contained a child's head, others were long and oval. These 
Were filled with cells, composed of materials very difierent 
from the soil, being of a brown color, light and spungy, 
like the substance which grows on the stems and decayed 
stumps of trees. These systems of cells were all hemi- 
spherical above, and somewhat concave below, and corres- 
ponding in shape and size with the cavity in which each was 
placed. They were constructed with great exactness, floor 
above floor, with sufficient spaces between to allow the ants 
to pass and cross fireely, when they met in the same avenue. 
The cells in each cavity communicated with one another, 
by small holes, either round or irregular. These were for 
the reception of the eggs, and the accommodation of the 
young ants, of which, in this commonwealth, there were some 
hundreds of thousands, in the difiereiit stages of growth. 
Our workmen were very careful to examine each hoUow, as 
it was opened, in. order to discover a queen-ant. Near the 
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bottom, one of these was found, lying motionless on a shelf, 
surrounded by multitudes of her progeny. She was a young 
one, about the size of a child's fore-fmger. A larger and 
older specinen of this *' sex of queens,'' nearly four inches 
long, was soon afterwards made prisoner. The queen-ant is 
a most singular insect, having no resemblance to her sub- 
jects, except the head, to which a body is attached of a cylin- 
drical form, cream-colored, with darker spots and marked 
with four longitudinal stripes, half an inch long, and equi- 
distant. Every two or three seconds she protruded eggs« 
which her attendants carried off as quickly to deposit in l^eir 
respective cells. The insect has no legs, the rudiments of 
such which appear being altogether impotent for locomotion. 
Through the long laboratory of her body, there was a con- 
tinual undulation from head to tail, which seemed necessary 
to the delivery of her eggs. The latter were very small, 
and had the appearance of transparent jelly. We computed 
that thirty thousand of these might be produced in twenty- 
four hours. The operations and power of mischief of these 
ants (termites) are very remarkable, scarcely any substance 
being proof against their corrosive secretions. Mr. Cockbura 
told us that on leaving his house, on one occasion, his butler 
placed a number of tumblers and other glasses on a shelf. 
0^ his return, five months afterwards, ail these were found 
covered with earth, brought by termites, and so disposed as 
to form innumerable covered ways along the sides of the 
glasses ; the surfaces of which, when this incrustation was 
removed, were found to be grooved with various lines by the 
little creatures : Whether by mechanical attrition or corro- 
sive secretions may be doubtful. By the latter, most proba- 
bly ; and the fact seems to be established by the testimony 
of captain Jones (who sailed with Mr. Bennet from Cape 
Town in 1829), who had seen glasses on which the slime of 
the termite had been leftibr a considerable time, marked in 
the same manner, as by the point of an engraver's burin. 

June 15. A chameleon was brought to us. It had been 
in confinement for two months, tied to a stick, about which 
it clung by the feet and tail, and remained, day and night, 
without motion (except of its eyes) and without food. From 
the snout to the tip of the tail it measured fifteen inches, of 
which the head and body were only seven. The general 
form was that of a lizard, but this varies exceedingly under 
different circumstances. When firightened, the little crea- 
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tore swells out the abdomen, curvetif the bacjc, and seems fiiU 
of flesh ; at ordinary times meagre and ilMavored. The legs 
and thighs are of equal thickness. Over each eye is an ele- 
vated circular ridge ; from the back of the head a similar 
excrescence rises, and extends about an inch, like a hood, 
from the temples over the neck. The eye is a surprising 
'Structure, and in constant motion. The socket is a cone, 
half an inch in diameter itt the base, and nearly half an inch 
high ; in the centre of which the eye is f^aced, the size of a 
large pin-head, very bright and lively, surrounded by an iris, 
which has sometimes the appearance of a minute convex lena, 
set in a ring of the purest gold. This formation gives the 
animal the power of seeing as well behind as before, both up- 
wards and downwards ; and the eyes, which are continually 
turning about, have the singular faculty of looking, at the 
same time, in contrary directions. The mouth, which reach- 
es the whole length backward of the head, is constantly shut, 
and so close that a mere line intimates its situation. From 
the chin, a serrated white fleshy substance, the eighth of an 
inch wide, extends downwards under the beUy, narrowing 
as it lengthens. The legs are three inches long, with a joint : 
the feet are divided into two lobes ; the one stands inward, 
which in the fore-feet terminates in three sharp claws, the 
outer having but two ; these are reversed on the hinder feet. 
The soles of all (bur are sofi and flabby, their whole con- 
struction being adapted to climbing and adhering to branches 
of trees. The tail is numerously-jointed, and equally suited 
to winding round, and holding by, similar perches. The 
change of color with the chameleon is not entirely fabulous. 
It sometimes appears of a vivid green, mottled with large 
white spots; from which it occasionally turns to a deep 
chocolate — almost black, when the spots nearly disappear. 
These, with the intermediate shades, are the only hues which 
we have seen our chameleon assume, after keeping it five 
weeks. ' During this period, to our knowledge, food of no 
kind was given to it ; and for two months preceding it had 
been equally abstinent. 

June 30. The last five days we have spent under the 
hospitable roof of Mr. Sullivan, at Ootakamand, on the 
Nilgherry Mountains — the England df India, as that beau- 
tiful, temperate, and healthy region may be called. Till the 
new road was made about five years ago, man had probably 
never before penetrated the jungle — haunted by elephants 
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and tigers — ^which encircles the lower ascents. At the 
height of five thousand feet, vegetation of the loveliest and 
most luxuriant kind is seen. The road here runs along the 
brink of a declivity, down which it is fearful to look ; after- 
wards it winds round a vast rock, among hills, valleys, for- 
ests, and cataracts, forming a sceneof loneliness and 8ut>lira- 
ity equal to any we have ever visited in the most romantic 
parts of Tahiti or Oahu. 

We were delighted to find flourishing here, as in their 
native soil, many flowers and plants common in our own 
country, where also they grow wild in the pasture-grounds. 
Among these were docks and brambles, geraniums and roses, 
in provision ; while fields of barley and oats waved in various 
directions. The general aspect of the mountains, as we pro- 
ceeded upward, was that of sheep-downs — bold, rounded and 
clothed with grass, but having few trees or bushes, except 
occasional clumps of overhanging woods. Though the sun 
shone out the greater part of the day, the temperature of the 
atmosphere was like that of the month*bf May in England, 
cool and balmy ; " inspiring vernal delight and joy." Indeed, 
it was difficult to imagine oneself within the torrid zone, and 
only thirteen degrees north of the line. The thermometer 
at the highest point did not exceed 70^. Mr. Sullivan's house 
stands in an ample hollow, surrounded by picturesquely-varied 
mountains, nine thousand feet above the sea. From this ex- 
hilarating elevation, the eye looks down over the immensity 
of descending steeps to the immeasurable champaigns below, 
as from that earthly paradise which the Italian poets repre- 
sent to be similarly situated, — furthest from the earth, and 
nearest to the moon ; where the souls delivered from purga- 
tory rest till the time appointed for their reception into 
heaven. 

We shall only add that the Nilgherries have lately attracted 
much of public attention, as offering a climate in the heart 
of India, so nearly resembling their own, to European inva- 
lids, as in many cases to render a voyage homeward unne- 
cessary. 

July 28. The boa-constrictor serpent is often found in the 
south of Hindostan. At Quilon one of these monsters was 
killed, and brought into the house where we were sojourning. 
It measured nine feet in length. A short time ago a woman 
having left her child, six months old, in the jungle alone for 
a few minutes, on her returri to the place missed it. She 
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gave the alarm immediately, and llie thicket being searched 
a huge boa-constrictor was discovered, and killed on the spot. 
In its gorge the poor infant was found, swallowed down whole. 

Aug. 2. We have oflen observed a favorite kind of scare- 
crow placed in the rice-fields, not to protect the grain from 
being plundered and wasted by the birds of the air, but to 
ward off from it tiie influences of evil eyes, in which the Hin- 
doos most potently believe. The black image of a man, 
rudely carved, is placed in the midst of the growing crop, so 
conspicuously as to arrest the attention of every passenger, 
when, if any one happens to have an evil eye, at the first look 
this figure draws all the pestilent virtue out of it upon its own 
head, as surely as a touch receives the charge of an electric 
battery ; and the guarded paddy remains unhurt. 

Aug. 4. In the palace of the Ranee, or sovereign princess, 
at Tanundrum, among other curiosities, we saw several civit 
cats, which are caught in the jungles among the mountains. 
They are carefully kept in cages, having a bamboo placed 
perpendicularly in the same ; and against this the creatures 
rub the parts from which the precious perfume oozes; 
whereby her Royal Highness is supplied with what she re- 
quires for her own use, in native purity. 

Aug. 9. Cape Comorin, the southern point of the Indian 
peninsula, being only three miles from the village of Agatees, 
where we had lodged, we went early hi the morning to see 
this '* land's end." There are a few houses of Brahmins, 
and several pagodas, near the «pot. One of the latter is very 
spacious, and ranks among the most sacred inclosures in the 
country. Of course it is a place of great resort for pilgrims, 
who come hither, on the festivals, to present gifts to the god- 
dess, and to bathe in the sea. An idol is brought annually 
from Surinderum, to make love to Cania Kummara (for that 
is her name, from which also the cape derives its appellation), 
and propose marriage to her. She demands of him that he 
shall prepare ground, sow rice, and cause it to spring up and 
ripen for the wedding-feast. This feat of husbandry, how- 
ever (as the sole condition on which she will accept him), 
she requires to be done all in one day ; and, as none of her 
wooers have ever yet been able to accomplish it, the goddess 
has never been won. 

This extremity of the continent is rocky and barren. A 
violent ^ea is constantly breaking on the shore, and against 
a reef which runs out into the water, hi doubling the cape. 
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therefore, it is necessary |br ships to stand out at a consider- 
able distance ^om the hind. 

Aug. 30. ^T&e present is the season of one of the Hindoo 
festiv^s, when dreadful feuds generally arise between the 
rtght'-hand castes and the left'kand ones. The tumult and 
uproar, accompanied with fierce conflicts, have continued 
here (at Madura) for several days. The whole dispute is 
about the manner of performing a certain ceremony. The 
right-hands contend that to them only belongs the privilege 
of presenting their oflRsrings to the common idols of both par- 
, ties, mounted upon elephants. The lefts contend that they 
have as much right to ride on the occasion as their antago- 
nists : each faction, of course, endeavors to prevent the other 
from presenting their offerings at all. This miserable schism 
has existed for generations. It is said that when a certain 
great captain was serving in India, at one of these festivals 
of discord, the usual quarrels (which, in truth, are just as ra- 
tional as if a man's right hand should fall out with his left, 
and each should attempt to prevent the other from serving 
the mouth) became so desperate, that he seized two ring- 
leaders of each party, and, having convicted them of endan- 
gering the public peace^ ordered them in turn to be blown to 
pieces from the mouth of a cannon. This prompt execution 
for a while struck so much terror into the bulk of the mis- 
chief-makers, as to restrain them from similar disorders for 
some time afterwards; but latterly they have been revived 
with characteristic asperity. — We understand it to be the 
fact (though we do not recollect having heard it mentioned 
before we came hither), that the whole native Hindoo popu- 
lation are divided in this sectarian manner, whatever their 
castes may be, into right and left-hand men. Hence, the 
former being deemed the holier of the two in the human econ- 
omy, those who take their names from it in/ the social system 
assume corresponding superiority. The right-hand must al- 
ways give and receive presents ; any breach of this etiquette 
would be deemed a high affront. The left-hand is condemned 
to perform all the meaner offices of life, being regarded as 
unclean. 

The Hindoos are habitually — we had almost said consti- 
tutionally—covetous. Much of their ordinary conversation 
with one another is about rupees and property. This spirit 
never leaves the man possessed by it, till his own spirit leaves 
his body. When sick, and apprehensive of danger, they 
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ften bury their treasure within the house, and under tbe 
place whereon they sleep, to secure it during their illness, 
and have it at hand if they recover. Sometimes, out of spite 
to their heirs, they hide it in holes, where they hope neither 
the latter, nor any one else, can find It after their decease. 
It is not uncommon, when the possessor of a hoards which 
he has not made away with, is dying, for him to say to his 
wife, or his friend (to whom he may have given it in charge), 
" Oh, do bring me that bag of money, that my eyes may once 
more look upon it before I leave the wOTld !" 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 

Jliissums in ^drth Jn^Ua^^^tlcuttM, 3cc«-Ser] 
Progreas up the Ganges to Benares — Patna — Benare»-*Chuiiar — 
Mirzapore — Allahabad — Benares — Gazeepoor — Dinapoor— -Digah — 
Berhampore.* 

' By the concurrent testimony of all' ranks and parties, the 
change for the better in India, within twenty or twenty-five 
years, has been surprisingly great, both as it respects the 
manners and practices of the natives and Europeans. Worldly, 
irreligious persons acknowledge the change, and confess that 
it has been a good thing to have such an increase of clergy- 
men and . churches in different parts of Bengal,^ the Upper 
Provinces, d&c. The truly serious and intelligently observant 
part of society here, see and acknowledge that this remark- 
able amelioration has resulted fi'om the Divine Providence 
having disposed the minds of Christians to send out so many 
pious and devoted missionaries, of the different Protestant 
denominations^ who have borne a steady, faithfid, and scrip- 
tural testimony against vice and ignorance, whether in na- 
tives or Europeans, and in favor of truth and {uety. This 
has been also very greatly aided by the faithful labors of 
many of the clergy who have not come out as missionaries, 
but whose zeal for the diffusion of divine truth amongst the 
heathen is most pleasingly displayed. 

The degree of union, and disposition to cooperate in works 
of piety and benevolence, which exists in 'these parts, has 

* Abridged from the original Report of the Deputation to die Diiee- 
tors oi the Society. 
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vtry macfa strengthened the hands of all Christian partiee, 
and increiased th^ friends of each. And if this spirit of Chris- 
tian union continue and increase, it must very greatly aid 
the march of gospel-truth and holiness through these regions, 
and proportionally tend to disarm the enemy of some of his 
more formidable weapons. 

Calcutta, S^c, — Although there are no indications of a 
Christian Sabbath to be seen in the streets or market-places 
of this large, populous, and very splendid city— ^business and 
labors of every kind being pursued on the Sunday precisely 
as on any other day — ^yet there is great good continually 
being done by the different Christian societies. A numerous 
company of faithful and excellent ministers preach the gos- 
pel, and administer the ordinances of the Christian religion 
from Sabbath to Sabbath, and on several evenings of the 
week besides. 

The places of religious worship, both in and out of the 
establishment, are. respectably attended, and have many se- 
rious members of their churches and devout communicants. 

This is the case, we are happy to say, in Union Chapel. 
The talents and piety of the Rev. James Hill well qualify 
him for his ministerial and pastoral charge. The congrega- 
tion is not quite so numerous as it was; indeed, the churches 
and congregations are here very liable to fluctuations, by the 
removals of persons and families to other parts of the ^x>untry, 
or to Europe, or by being taken off by death. 

Mr. Gogerly, with the advice of the brethren, had broken 
up the printing-establishment before we got to Calcutta. At 
a general meeting of the committee of the Bengal Auxiliary 
Missionary Society we were present. There appeared a gen- 
eral sentiment that the continuance of this establishment 
would not have facilitated the printing of tracts or books of 
the Society, and that it would soon have proved a losing con^ 
cern in a pecuniary respect. There are now more presses 
than can be supported, some of them conducted by able men 
of business, who perform any work that happens to be wanted 
far better, quicker, and cheaper than our Society would be 
able to do by any office of their own. Mr. and Mrs. Gogerly 
and family are preparing to remove, in a very short time, to 
Berhampore. As there is an important field uncultivated in 
one very populous part of Calcutta, of which the boundaries 
are very di^inctly marked, so as to prevent any clashing with 
the labors of other societies, the committee of the auxiliary 
14 • 
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society reccmimended that Mr. Ray should be appcnnted to 
this exclusive work amongst the natives. 

Kidderpore we have visited several times, and mention, 
with much satisfiiction, the pleasure we have enjoyed in the 
pious society of the brethren and sisters who reside there, 
and, through the blessing of God, are doing great good. Mr. 
Piffkrd has raised, and is supporting and superintending very 
efficiently, five schools for boys; and his sister has four 
schools for florls, equally well superintended. These schods 
are scatterea over a surface of a few miles around their house, 
and close upon the skirts of Calcutta. 

Mr. Trawin has five 'schools for boys, averaging fifty each, 
which are in a most vigorous and promising condition, as Bie 
also the five girls' schools, averaging fifteen each, under the 
care of Mrs. Trawin. The attention of the people' at the 
numerous preaching-stations appeared to us very encouraging, 
both as it respects numbers and behavior. Mr. Trawin 
preaches at one or other of these places every day ; and now 
Mr. Piffard, who has made very good proficiency in the' lan- 
guage, has begun also to preach. 

On Sundays there are two services in the new chapel, 
adjoining Mr. Trawin's house ; one for Europeans, the o^ier 
for the natives. In this chapel there is a service for the na- 
tives on Tuesday evenings. 

In the forenoon of every Thursday, Mr. Trawin and Mr. 
Piffard meet the sircars^ of all their schools-; read the Scrip- 
tures with them, catechise and examine them. This exercise 
our friends say they find very profitable to themselves, as it 
evidently must be to the sircars, and thus be beneficial to the 
schools. 

On Tuesday evenings at the Kklderpore chapel, and often 
at other places, the native Christian, Ramhurree, preaches. 

On the 7th of November, we had the great satisfiiction to 
attend at the opening of a new and very neat chapel for 
native worship, which Mr. Trawin and the brethren have 
built at the village of Ram-makal-choke, eight miles from 
Kidderpore. With the histofy of this chapel you have been 
made acquainted, we presume, by Mr. Trawin. The pro- 
prietor gave the materials of the temple towards builduig 
the Christian chapel, and would have given the ground, but 
that was not in an eligible situation. We had &e singular 
pleasure, at the opening of the new chiqpd, tcMiee the pr^ 

* Heads, or superintendents. 



Digitized by 



Google 



KIDDERPORC. 163 

prietor of the destroyed temple sitting as an attentive and 
devout worshipper of the living and true God. On this occa- 
sion, we had also the happiness to see a considerable number 
of natives attend in the morning, and at the second service 
to crowd till they greatly overflowed, many being obliged to 
stand outside. Our friends also expressed their surprise and 
pleasure at seeing so many females attending both inside the 
chapel and without The chapel is about thirty feet square, 
and neatly built. The services of the day were performed 
by Mr. Trawin, Mr. Pearson, of Chinsurah, Mr. Ray, and 
Mr. Piffard. There is a large and respectable school very 
near the chapel, frequency visited by the brethren of Kidder- 
pore. 

.The state and prospects of the mission at Kidderpore are 
abundantly encouraging, under the faithful, zealous, and 
well-directed efforts of our missionary friends at that place. 
The following encouraging fact has just occurred. A na- 
tive, who had occasionally heard our friends preach and seen 
some of their schools, has, to the surprise and delight of the 
missionaries, established a school in his own house, at Kali 
Ghaut, one of Satan's chief high places, and where Mr. 
Trawin had often desired to have a school, but in vain. 
This is properly regarded as a very pleasing indication of the 
success of the brethren's labors. 

At Kidderpore we had the satisfaction of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper with the native and other members of the 
church of Christ formed there, who, it is pleasing to be able 
to add, are walking worthy of the gospel. Before every na^ 
tive public service, in the Kidderpore chapel, it is Mr. Tra- 
win's judicious practice to catechise the children in the pres- 
ence of the parents and such other adults as may happen 
to be present This gives a valuable opportunity of convey- 
ing reproof, correction, and instruction, to the congregation, 
in an advantageous manner. In the church at Kidderpore 
are fifteen native Christians (Hindoos). 

Serctmpore. — ^At Serampcnre, about twelve miles above Cal- 
cutta, the chief station of the Baptist missions, we staid a 
day, on going up, and again on coming down, the Ganges. 
At this beautiful place we were most kindly received by Dr. 
and Mrs. Carey, Mrs. Marshman, and her son and daugh- 
ters ; by Messrs. Mack and Swan, and their femilies. This 
is a vast and interesting establishmeiit ; missionary, educa- 
tional, literary, printing, d&c. 
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Chinsurak, — ^With this place we were unqualifiedly pleas- 
ed. We found Mr. Mundy i^till very low, on account of the 
loss of his late most excellent wife ; who, from all accounts, 
was a very superior woman, and strengthened her husband's 
hands in all missionary and other good works. 

Mr. Mundy has very efficiently superintended the govern* 
roent-schools during the absence of Mr. Pearson, who re- 
sumed the charge of them on the first of November. These 
schools are sixteen in number, and contain, on the books, 
2016. The actual attendance out of this number is 1680. 
The Scriptures are not at present allowed by government in 
these schools ; nor is direct religious instruction permitted ; 
but the influence which the superintendence of these schools 
gives over the children and their parents, 6lc., is valuable, 
as may be seen by the numbers which attend at the several 
preaching stations. Besides the care of these government- 
schools, Mr. Mundy has three mission-schools, in which the 
Christian Scriptures and catechisms are fully introduced. 
These three schools contain 295 on the books, of which 240 
are, on the average, attending. At these schools, or some 
other of the well-chosen places for* the purpose, the gospel 
is preached to the natives almost every evening, either by 
Mr. Mundy or by Mr. Lacroix, and from what we ourselves 
saw frequently, and hear to be the case, the attendance on 
these preachings is mo^t encouraging. 

The population of Chinsurah is about 30,000, and with 
the addition of villages near, and Chandernagur, in all of 
which there are schools or preaching stations, the population 
amounts to 100,000. 

While at Chinsurah, Mr. Mundy read to us and translated 
for us a large part of a Commentary on St.. Mark's Gospel, 
which he has translated into Bengalee, in the form of ques- 
tion and answer, for the use of the schools and inquirers of 
all ages. Of the translation into Bengalee, we were not, of 
course, competent to judge, but we understand, by learned 
and pious Europeans, that the translation is good, and that 
the work is likely to be very valuable, both for schools, and 
to give away in parts ; it being intended \o have it done up 
in small portions a^ tracts. The very excellent and learned 
archdeacon Corrie, and the church missionaries, so much 
approve of this work that they readily accept the charge 
and hazard of printing the whole, and will furnish Mr. 
Mundy with the number of copies he desires at the ac- ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



cniNsuiuR« 165 

tual cost price. The Commentary appears to us, in Eng- 
lish, to be correct, simple, and welt adapted to its proposed 
object. 

Mr. Mundy has also drawn up a small W6rk, on the Inter- 
nal and External Evidences of the Christian Religion, and 
is now translating it into Bengalee. A work of this kind, 
we have reason to believe, is very much needed. This 
work is judiciously drawn up, being very respectable as to 
luminous order, simplicity of manner, and orthodoxy of 
sentiment. ' With the approbation of many, Mr. M. pur- 
poses first to publish this work in English, and then in Ben- 
galee. 

Progress up the Ganges^ to Benares^ S^c. — From Chinsu- 
rah we passed up the river Jelmgy, an eastern branch of the 
Ganges, there not being sufficient water in the Cossimbaza^ 
river to allow of our passing up that western branch of the 
Ganges ; consequently, we were prevented fi*om seeing Ber- 
hampore, d^rC. until we should return down the river. From 
the Jelingy we entered the " Burrra Gunga," or Great 
Ganges, a little above the town of Jelingy. The Great 
Ganges is most truly a magnificent river. The noble width 
of the water, and the sea-like waves that firequently agitate 
the vessels, of which great numbers are almost always 
within-sight, produce altogether a very powerful impression 
on first entering this mass of yellow waters. This was the 
case with respect to ourselves, although the rains in the 
Nepaul mountains had, as yet, produced but Httle effect on 
the river. 

The fiat but fertile and beautiful country on the sides of 
the river now soon gave place to the varied hilly and still 
more beautiful scenery, as we approached the ancient town 
and ruins of Rajemal. The population of this town and 
neighborhood is very great, and is entirely destitute of all 
Christian instruction. 

Boglepoor, Monghir, Digah, and IXnapore, all of which 
vre saw, ascending and descending the river, and at which 
we made very short stays, are favored with Christian mis- 
sionaries or ministers, belonging either to the established 
church or to the Bap^sts. But even in those places the 
laborers are vastly inadequate to the moral fields needing 
cuhivation. 

Patha.-^Vfe stayed a day or two at the very ancient city 
of Patna, both as we went up and descended the river. 
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The Hon. Judge Douglas (ta whom we had a letter of in 
troduction from his niece, Lady Brisbane, of New South 
Wales) received us very kindly, and furnished us with pa- 
lanquins, and attendants, that we might see this curious and 
mteresting city, whose entire population of 250,000 souls 
are as yet uncared for by Christians of any denomination ; 
only we understood that incidentally a Baptist native Chtis- 
tian has gone to see them. Morning, evening, and at noon, 
we saw countless multitudes performing their ablutions and 
devotions in the sacred river ; and under almost every green 
tree they had some idolatrous object of worship. Some of 
their stone and other gods, to which we saw them presenting 
oflforings, and on whidi we observed them pouring libations, 
we succeeded in purchasing from one of their priests ; and 
these we have with us, that our privileged fellow-Christians 
of Britain may see additional instances of what contemptible 
things these poor Hindoos are contented to put their trust in, 
and pay their adorations unto. The city of Patna is, by the 
course of the river, about 550 miles above Calcutta* At 
Patna the Ganges is about five miles wide. 

Benares, — Much distressed by the heat, and opposed by a 
rs^id current, and after having not unfrequently seen large 
boats lost, we at length reached that most celebrated of holy 
eastern cities, Benares, which, for beauty, majesty, and 
novelty, as it is first seen, sweeping to a great extent, along 
a noble reach of the river, can scarcely be surpassed : the 
city, with its numerous proud and picturesque ghauts, tem- 
ples, mosques, and other buildings, forming the arch of, a 
grand bow. 

In the evening, Mr. Adams sent a one-horse carriage to 
convey us to Cecrole, the part where he lives. Mr. and 
Mrs. Adams received us very kindly, and invited us to take 
up our residence at their bouse. We, however, declined 
this invjtation for the present, having determined to go to 
Chunar, Mirzapore, and Allahabad, places of much interest 
in regard to missionary labors, and higher up the river. 
After spending about two days with Mr. Adams, we, there- 
fore, proceeded to 

Ckunar^ which is situated about fifteen miles above Be- 
nares ; it has a large and strong fort, and is a station for in- 
valid British soldiers. The population is very considerable, 
and the place beautifiil. There are two clergymen here, 
both of them in connection With the Church Missionary So- 
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ctety. The Rev. Mr. Bowley preaches three times in the 
week in Hindoostanee, and has a very numerous and atten- 
tive audience in the mission-church. Mr. Bowley has also 
schools for the natives. He has translated the New Testa- 
ment into Hindee, and published a small volume of hymns 
in the same language. There are two services in the week, 
for the Europeans, soldiers, and others, in the same mission- 
church. The. Rev. Mr. Greenwood is the acting chaplain. 
Both these gentlemen received U9 with the greatest kind* 
ness. 

Mirzapore is a large town in the province of Allahabad, 
about half way between Chunar and the city of Allahabad ; 
the number of native inhabitants is very great, and of Eu- 
ropeans there are many also. Darkness covers the town and 
country. The people here have no Christian instructors at 
all; neither chaplain, missionary,* nor native teacher. In 
two of the temples, dedicated to Kali, which were being re- 
built, we saw very gross superstitions. The whole place, 
indeed, appears to be given up to idolatry and irreligion, 
the people living without hope and without Ood in the 
world, A missionary would here have abundance of work, 
and, if he were of the right stamp, might hope for good suc- 
cess. 

Allahabad is one of the most ancient and hofy of the 
cities of India, having a very great resident population, and, 
at certain periods, a vast influx of pilgrims, to perform their 
demotions in its temples, but especially to bathe in the holy 
waters of the Ganges at its confluence with the Jumna; 
these tvfo rivers meeting here. 

The very extensive and well-built fort of Allahabad, and 
the ancient palace of the kings (ancient rajahs) of these re- 
gions, which seem one mass of building, and which stand 
on the point of land at which the rivers meet, — ^these are 
seen at some distance as we ascend the Ganges, and give 
Allahabad an air of grandeur and magnificence, which, 
when we travel through the city, we do not find sustained, 
either by the extent of the population, or. the houses, streets, 
or bazaars. The Baptists have here a missionary (an Indo- 
Briton), Mr. Mackintosh, with whose piety v/h were much 
pleased. He has a school for halP-castes, also for natives, 
to whom he preaches, or with whom he converses at his own 
house, at the ghauts, and at the Melas (or Hindoo festivals), 
on which occasions also he gives religious tracts and parts of 
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the' Seriptares in Hindoostanee add Hindee. Mr. Mackii^- 
tosh has one Hindoo whom he regards as pious, and who 
assists him in his missionary labors. .^ 

Besides laboring amongst the natives, Mr. Mackintosh 
has had for some time two English services in the fort on the 
Sundays, at which a few of the soldiers attend. Of late, a 
medical gentleman, resident at Allahabad, has co-operated 
with Mr. M. in these Lord*s-day services, by taking one al- 
ternately with Mr. Mackintosh. These have been the only 
means of religious instruction which Europeans or qatives 
have had at this place ; but we were glad to learn that a 
chaplain has now reached Allahabad; but the natives great- 
ly need more instruction. 

To the judge and magistrate, A. J. Colvin, Esq., we were 
much indebted, for his obliging reception of us, and furnish- 
ing us with his buggy, palanquin, &c., which enabled us to 
see the place, temples, &c. to advantage. The Hindoo 
temples and Mahommedan mosques** are here, as idmost eve- 
ry where, numerous. Some remarkably shocking instances 
of absurd superstitious worship we saw whilst here. We 
happened to be visiting a very handsomely-built stone temple, 
covered with well-executed sculptures of their idols, holy 
persons, &c. in stone, of the highest relief. In this temple 
are several stone idols representing the serpent — the cchra 
capdUiy or hooded snake. The largest, which represents a 
serpent twelve feet long, with five heads, and the hoods on 
all expanded, coiled into a sort of Gordian knot, and very 
well cut, is the principal object of worship in this temple. 
While we were looking at this stone snake, a horrid looking 
man, unclothed, rushed in (he was about twenty-five years^ 
old), being covered with the ashes of burnt ordure, and his 
huge quantity of hair matted with mud-dust. His eyes ap- 
peared inflamed : he bowed before the serpent, then pros^ 
trated himself, afterwards respectfully touched his head, 
looked fixedly upon the serpent, prostrated himself again, 
then touched it, and rushed out, as if in a paroxysm of de- 
light at the thought of having worshipped this thing ! When 
he got out of the temple, he walked all round, within the 
veifandah, and, having once more bowed at the door of the 
temple, he departed with a harried step. We cannot con- 
ceive of any human being having more the appearance of a 
demoniac than this miserable creature, who, nevertheless, is 
regarded, by the poor Hindoos, as one of the holiest of men. 
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Mr. Mackintosh informed u» that, in this part of India^ 
there are now none of those sattees, of which formerly there 
were many. He observed that he never knew instances 
here of infants being exposed in trees, or thrown into the 
Ganges, nor of parents brought down to the river, and, hav- 
ing their mouths, ears, d&c. filled w^ith the mud of the Gan- 
ges, left to die.. But Mr. M. took us to see some tombs of 
persons who had procured themselves to be. buried alive, as 
the most immediate way to heaven. The last of these 
shocking interments took place about seventy years ago. 
Another horrid form of sel^murder has happily been put 
down by a regulation of the government, and the wise and 
firm application of it by the present truly worthy judge and 
magistrate, Mr. Colvin, who said he had not suffered any 
one to drown himself at the junction of the Ganges and 
the Jamna ; having declared that, if any one attends anoth- 
er, either with a boat or to assist in tying on the earthen 
pots, or helps the individual to throw himself into the river, 
the person or persons so acting shall be regarded as accesso- 
ry to the murder, and be dealt with accordingly. An instance 
of this self-drowning, Mr. C. said, had not occurred since 
he has held the govemipent of Allahabad ; nor will he toler^ 
ate either these or any other cruelties which are in his 
power to prevent We rejoice also to state that this is the 
sentiment of all such judges and magistrates as we have 
had intercourse with in the different districts. This, in 
connectkin with the fact, that the shackles of caste and 
Brahminical domination are much and obviously weakening, 
is a subject of sincere congratulation to the firiends of hu- 
manity and piety* 

J^enares.— On our return to this place we were kindly 
received into Mr. Adams's house, where we remained up* 
wards of a fortnight. Both Mr. and Mrs. Adams were 
obligingly attentive to us. We visited most of the idolatrous 
temples, and other places of religious resort, both of Hin- 
doos and Mahommedans. The sight of such multitudes of 
gross idolaters, grovelling in the lowest sinks of ignorance 
and superstition, and oppressed by about 8000 Brahmins 
(with their families they make up 40,000!) was indeed 
mournful; but we would hope it is destined to come to 
an end. 

A few rays of holy light, however, shine in the midst of 
this darkness. Mr. Smith, missionary in connection with 
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the BajHist Society, resides in the city of Benares, and is a 
consistent, steady, diligent, and /soccessful mi^ionary, of 
great modesty and respectable talents. He has schools for 
the natiTes, and constantly visits the ghaots, the baiiaars, 
and the Melas or Hindoo iestirals, to converse, to preach, 
and to distribute tracts and portions of the Scriptures in 
Hindoostanee, d&c. 

The Rev. Mr. Adlington, the clergyman who is the church 
missionary here, is well acquainted with the language of these 
parts, has several wellrconducted native schools belonging to 
the mission, likewise several visiting-stations, and preaches 
twice on the Sunday to the natives in the mission-chapel. 
He appears to be a very efficient missionary, giving himself 
up exclusively to the instruction of the natives, in their own 
languages. 

There is here, also, under Mr. Adlington's superintend- 
ence, a large endowed school, where Persian, Sanscrit, 
ffindoostanee, Hindoo, and English, are taught to About 5MM> 
youths. The premises were given by a rich Baboo (or Hin- 
doo gentleman), and the institution Ims been endowed by his 
son. Besides this, the British government gives 200 rupees 
per months so that the Society bears no part of the expense. 
Nevertheless, it is pleasing to be able to say, that, in every 
department of this institution, the Christian Scriptures are 
introduced, and Christian instruction given. We were agree- 
ably surprised to hear the native l^ys who are learning 
English so well acquainted with the principles of Chris- 
tianity, both doctrines and duties, and with the Assembly's 
and Dr. Watts's catechisms. 

Mr. Adams also has five schools, and he visits the Melas 
to distribute tracts. We had the satisfaction to attend one 
Mela with Mr. Adams ; Mr. Adlington also, and Mr. Bowley, 
of Chunar, were there. Mr. Bowley had some animated 
controversies with the Brahmins, in which we could pe)"- 
ceive that the Brahmins were silenced, if thej were not 
convinced. ^ 

Benares, with its 650,000 inhabitants, Hindoos and Ma- 
hommedans, in the proportion of five to one, appears to us a 
most important missionary station, having, besides the above 
steady population, an immense accession at particular seasons 
of the year, when the pilgrimages, &c. are made. 

All these hundreds of thousands are accessible ; they will 
hear you, they will converse with you, they will argue with 
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you, and, generally speaking, they will take your books and 
promise to read them. At their ghauts, in their bazaars, 
before the schools, congregations may be cc^ected c^ery day. 

There is a very respectable £urq>ean popukUon near 
Benares, liTing at Cecrole, about three or four miles from the 
city. In a very neat church the Rev. Mr. Proby officiates 
to these Europeans, the church being large enough for the 
whole. 

To the magistrate, R. N. C. Hamilton, Esq., we were under 
very particular oUigationafor the various facilities he afforded 
us of seeing Benares, by furnishing us with Tof^ons and his 
servants, d&c. &,c, ; also by giving us introductions elsewhere. 
There seems to be a humane and ardent desire in this younff 
magistrate (who is the son of sir Frederick Hamilton, col- 
lector at Benares), to prevent, to the extent of his powers, all 
atrocities and superstitious inhumanities within lus district, 
which is vastly extensive. 

Gazeepoor is one day's voyage from Benares, by the i^tream 
down the river. It is a great military station, with multitudes 
of native inhabitants, but not any missicmary. There is here 
a respectable church, and a pious chaplain, the Rev. Mr. 
Burkitt. Buxar, which is about as fiir below Gazeepoor, has 
also a very extensive populaUoi), but no missionary at pres- 
ent. However, archdeacon Corrie has ordered a bungalow 
chapel to be built, and has promised to send a missionary. 
At Dinapoor, which is another military station, there is a 
benevolent young clergyman, very lately come out as chap- 
lain for that station. At Digah, which is only a few miles 
lower 6n the river than Dinapoor, there are Mr. Burton and 
Mrs. Rowe^ connected with the Baptist Missionary Society. 
Mr. Burtcm is just beginning to {mach.to the natives; he 
has not been here very long. Mrs. Rowe appears to be an 
efficient missionary ; she has several well-managed schools. 

We left the river Ganges a little above a smaU town called 
Sooty, and. entered the branch which has the name of Cos- 
simbazur, until it is joined by the more eastern branch, the 
Jellingy, on which junction it assumes the name of the^ 
Hooghly, and passes Chinsurah, Serampore, Calcutta, d&c, 
and falls into the sea beyond Suigar Island. 

Berhampore.-^^e had the satisfaction to reach this very 
interesting station, where Mr. Micaiah Hill and Mr. Ray 
have been laboring for some time. Here we were most 
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kmdly reeeiTed and treated by Bir. and Mrs. Hill, and Mrs. 
Warden, who is staying at Berhampore. 

It being the rainy season, and the country round partly 
inundated, the schod and preaching ope^ions haTe been 
partially hindered of late. With Mr. Hill and Mr. Trawin, 
(who hi^pened, with Mrs. Trawin, to be on a Tisit here for^ 
heftlth^,* we visited six schools, containing 280 children, and 
two girls* schools, containing 40 girls (the latter under the 
care of Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Warden) ; also three small native 
chapels. We heard Mr. Hill, and Mr. Trawin, preach in 
the chapel, and Mr. Hill many times in the bazaars. On 
the Sabbath Mr^ Hill has a pecuHar congregation of natives 
in his own conrt-yard ; they are the bHnd, the maimed, the 
old, and M^Mfteni, who are privileged beggars. They attend 
fer aa hour, during which Mr. Hill reads to them, converses 
with them, and preaches a short sermon in Bengalee, after 
which they each receive some trifle. Besides this meeting 
with these natives, and daily attending to the scIkx^, as well 
as dmost daily preaching to the natives, either in die little 
chapels or in the streets, Mr. Hill has, in the hall of his own 
hoose, an English service, which is respectably attended ; 
there are a few persons united in Christain fellowship. 
^ The population is very considerable among which Mr. 
Hill labors, and the neighboring towns of Moorshedabad 
and Cossimbasar have a vast population of Hindoos and 
Mahommedans. 

At Cutwa, near Chinsurah, are Mr. and Mrs. Carey, of 
the Baptist Missionary Society. Mr. Carey has a little con- 
gregation of native Christians, meeting twice every Sunday 
at his own house ; a few are united in church fdlowship. 
He has three or four natives who assist hhn by preaching m 
torn in the various bazaars and stations, which they rego- 
larly visit ; one or other preaches every night. Mr. Carey 
very wisely always accompanies his preachers when he does 
not preach himself, by which means he has opportunity to 
correct any mistakes into ^which native preachers will, for a 
long time, be liable to fall. We spent a very agreeable and 
proltable day with this pious, useful family, where we re- 
marked an interesting degree of Christian simplicity and 
kindness. 

After seeing several boats, and one pinnace lost on Che 
rii*er, and meeting with those who had experienced some ^ 
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heavy losses and inconvenience in ascending or descending 
the Ganges, we were mercifully returned to Calcutta, though 
not without some obvious dangers, yet vrithout any accident 
of moment, of a painlul nature, and had again to record, 
'* Thus far hath the Lord helped us." 



Having now given some account of the state of thinffs as 
we have seen them in Calcutta, Kidderpore, Chinsurah, Ber- 
, hampore, and Benares, we would remark, generally, that the 
expectations which we had raised, as to the effects actudly 
produced by past missionary labors, have been greatly ex- 
ceeded by what we have found ; and that the hopes and pros- 
pects of future success, under the blessing of God, are greatly 
confirmed and enlarged. Our confidence as to the conver- 
sion of the Hindoos has been much increased' by what we 
have seen, both in Bengal and in the Upper Provinces, and 
from the concurrent testimony of wise^ and observing men, 
who describe the great difference there is between the state 
of things now, and what it was there some years ago, both 
among the rich and poor Hindoos, and among the Brahmins, 
many of whom begin to be ashamed of the gross impositions 
they have so long practised, and of the expressions which, 
by prescription, they have inflicted on the inferior castes. 
The reverential regard, reaching to actual adoration, with 
which these inferior castes treated the Brahftiins, is very much 
lessened. We think we see the fetters of caste very much 
weakened, and we do cheerfully hope that the whole series 
of the links of this cruel chain will be for ever broken, under 
the commendable moderation and prudence of an enlight* 
ened government, and especially by the blessing of God on 
the efforts of prudent Christian ministers and missionaries^ 
who, while they preach the gospel, exhibit a scriptural tenn 
per and conduct towards each other, towards the Euro- 
pean inhabitants, and towards. the heathen population; and 
who are also zealously engaged in superintending the educa- 
tion of the young of both sexes^ in writing,- printing, and 
distributing useful books, especially the Scriptures to so very 
great an extent. 

The direct effects which have been produced on the native 
peculation by the considerable number of wise and good 
missionaries, and ministers of religion not being missiona^ 
15* 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 BU88IONS IN SOCTH INDIA. 

riM-Htnd by the powerful, though more silent, influenee of tfie 
mcreased number of pknirHiyraen, have already been great,- 
in various parts of India ; and they have resulted in a mani- 
f&Bi moral improvement amongst the resident British popula- 
tion in these parts. This change is so great and so valuable 
that no reflecting person can^ avoid seeing it, aad no benevo- 
lent person can help rejoicing in it. The decencies of social 
life are decorously observed ; the day of God is distinguish- 
ed ; the places of religious worship, in and out of the estab- 
lishment, are well filled ; the institutions and ministers of 
religion are reverenced ; and many pious families in the 
different ranks of society among the British offer their daily 
'thanks to God, and pray that His kingdom may come and 
spread until it shall cover the whole earth ! Thus has the 
influence of the gospel obviated several of the more plausible 
objections which the heathens made to the rec^eption of 
Christianity. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

MissioTuin South India. — Geographical Description of Yizagapatam 
—State of the Miision in Yizagapatam — Tripassooi^-Geogniphical 
Description of Chittoor — Religious Services at Chittoor — Geographi- 

^ cal Description of Cuddapah — State of the Mission at Cuddapim — 
Description of the Hindoo Festival, called Gangamma Tirnal. 

We lefl Calcutta on the I9th of Decembei 1826, for 
Madras, on board the Aurora, captain Earl, but could not 
get out of the river Hooghly, to sea, till the 29th of that 
month. We touched at Vizagapatam, where we remained 
for a few days, and saw the state of the mission there. We 
then proceeded for Madras, where we arrived, after a safe 
and pleasant voyage, on the 11th of January, 1827. On the 
3d of February we commenced our tour into the interior of 
the presidency, to visit all the Society's missions; and com- 
pleted our journey on the 20th of September. A generd 
meeting of the Madras district committee had commenced 
by the time of our return, and general business was entered 
uj)on the next day,^ and continued daily for a fortnight. We 
lefl Madras for the Isle of France on the 10th of October, 
on board the ship Frances Charlotte, captain Talbert, a mer- 
chantman of about 300 tons, and arrived at Port Louis on 
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ti» 24th of November, in continued beahh, and nMt wHh t 
friendly welcome from Mr. Le Bran. 

We shall now proceed to report to you the state of all the 
Society's missions in South India, noticing what may be in« 
teresting in going from station to station, and shall conclude 
our letter with such miscellaneous information and remarks 
as may be necessary. We shall report on the difibrent mis- 
sions in the order in which we visited them.~ 

Vizagupatam, — ^We passed through a heavy surf, and 
landed at this place on the 5th of January, 1827. The town 
of Vizagapatam is situated on the sea-coast of Peninsular 
India, within the province of the Northern Circars, in lat 
17'' 42' North, and long. 83"" 28' East. It lies open to the 
Bay of Bengal to the east, from whence a heavy surf rolls in 
upon the beach, and often renders landing there both difficult 
and dangerous. Hills are situated both to the N. E. and the 
S. W. of the town, and more distantly behind it to the west- 
ward, which, though exceedingly barren in appearance, form 
a striking and interesting scene. Two conical hills, situated 
just out of the town to the S.W., bearing, the one a Hindoo 
temple, and the other a Mussulmans' mosque, of a white ap- 
pearance, form very interesting objects. Past the bases of 
these hills an arm of the sea runs, which widens to a great 
extent, stretching behind the to^n for some miles into the 
interior. This flat country is not covered by the sea, except 
when there are very high tides. Here a great deal of salt is 
made, and also chunam, or lime, by burning sea-shells, which 
are dug out of these alluvial strata. 

A low sand-bank, about four miles in length, running par- 
allel with the shore, and situated between this lagoon and 
the main sea, is the site occupied by the town, which extends 
about a mile and a half along the sand-bank, and occupies 
the entire width, which is about half a mile. The town is 
compact, laid out in streets of sufficient width, which gener- 
ally cross each other at right angles. There is a fort nearly 
in the middle of it, facing the sea, on one side of the canton* 
ments, which are occupied by a few invalid soldiers. The 
houses of the Europeans hold but a middle rank, and few of 
them are good. The houses, or cottages, of the natives have 
a lAore neat and comfortable appearance than those of the 
peasantry of Bengal. Here are several Hindoo temples, 
which are lower than those in Bengal, and built in a very 
different style. Some of them, being richly endowed, draw 
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a peat number of Brahmins around them, who exert all their 
mfluence to keep up their importance, which, however, is 
rapidly falling into contempt. Jlere are some Mahommedan 
mosques, but the Mussulmans are both few and poor. There 
is no English Protestant church, or chaplain, and the pla^^e 
in which the missionaries conduct their public religious ser- 
vices is a private dwelling-house. 

Within a short distance from Yizagapatam, there are sev- 
eral small villages, which have a neat and comfortable ap- 
pearance. The staple articles of this place are ^ax, salt, 
and indigo. The people are ingenious in working in ivory 
and bone, of which they niake boxes, 6lc, Their dress is 
as in other parts of India; consisting, in that of the man, of 
a piece of cloth wrapped round the loins ; and in cold weath^ 
er another bit of cloth is thrown over the upper parts of the 
person. The females use but one piece of cloth, the one 
end of which goes round the middle, hanging half way down 
the leg, the other end covers the head and upper parts of the 
body. Ornaments for the neck, ears, nose, arms, and ancles, 
are innumerable, and in great variety. Their principal food 
is rice, and some other vegetables, mixed wilh curry. All 
articles of food are here very cheap. 

From a census which was taken, about four years ago, in^ 
eluding Yizagapatam, and its immediate vidnity, it appeared 
that there were about 35,000 soub. The great mass of the 
people are Hindoos, or Gentoos, only one-fifleenth being 
Mahommedans. The Teloogoo language is that which is 
commonly spoken. There are about two hundred Europe- 
ans, principally invalid soldiers. About three hundred are 
Indo-Britons, or country-born; and there is a considerable 
number of the descendants of Portuguese^ who have almost 
lost their own language, and are in nearly the same spiritual 
and moral condition as their Gentoo neighbors. 

The missionaries, Messrs. Gorclon and Dawson, appear to 
be diligently employed in their several departments, and to 
the extent of their strength. Mr. Gordon is exercised in .the 
work of translation, and has got the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment in a state of forwardness. He also takes part in the 
English services, and^ every evening, visits some of the schools. 
He is highly esteemed by the people, and appears to be a 
truly excellent man ; but we regret to say that his health 
seems to be in a very precarious state. His illness has con- 
tinued for the last four months. A voyage is recommended 
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bj his medicftl adviser, as being esaentinUy necessary to his 
restoration. He is said to have a very extensive knowledge 
of the Teloogoo language. 

The school department is rmi^ediately under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Dawson. The schools are in an excellent state. 
There are at thb time twelve in connection with this mission 
in the town and neighborhood. One of them is a school of 
girls, under the kind care of Mrs. Vaughan. Two of the 
schools are composed of country-born children ; the rest are 
the children of Hindoos, with a mixture of Mahommedans. 
Besides the girls' school, there are several girls at the boys' 
schools, both in the town and villages. All these schools are 
conducted entirely on Christian principles; the Scriptures 
are read, Watts*s catechisms are taught, ,&c. They also learn 
writing and ciphering. The masters, in general, appear to 
be suitable and well-selected men. 

Though our time was very limited here, yet, with great 
exertion, we saw all the schools, generally at their «own 
school-rooms, but, in an instance or two, two or three schools 
assembled in the same place. In examining these, both in 
reading and also as to their knowledge of the principles of 
Christianity, we had every reason to be well satisfied. No 
'schools in India, so far as~ we have yet gone, are in a better 
state. Ail the school-rooms are remarkably neat and clean, 
with sand strewed over the floors, on which the children write 
with their fingers. There are many children among them 
of respectable parents. 

There are, besides these twelve schools, two others in the 
town for Indo-Britons, and one kept by a poor private soldier, 
^atis. So that there are fifteen schools in the town and its 
vicinity, containing about 400 children of both sexes, all un- 
der direct Christian instruction, and highly promising. This 
statement includes the orphan schools, of about forty girls 
and thirty boys, mostly the descendants of European parents. 
We are happy to state, also, that they appear to be well and 
very frequently superintended, each school being visited sev- 
eral times in the week, and carefully examined as to theii 
proficiency. 

The brethren are not in the habit of preaching formally to 
the natives. But, in visiting the schools, the people assemble 
around them, when they address them, while catechising the 
children. This is an excellent method ; but we wish that it 
were accompanied by preaching in the streets and bazaars. 
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Moeh religkms knowledge has been, howeTer, difRised amonff 
the pe<^e by these means, by diffhsing tracts, Sic. Mocn 
prejudice has been removed, though a great deal still remains. 

The missionaries perform two iSiglish services every Lord's 
day— one morning, the other evening — ^in the house above 
named, when considerable congre|^tions attend ; and, with 
the exception of the congregations m Union chapel, Calcutta, 
larger than we have seen yet at any of the missionary stations 
in India. There were present about 150 persons, principally/ 
country-born, at the public services. A church has been 
formed here which contains twelve members. 

On Lord's day, from nine o'clock to ballast ten in the 
morning, there is a public service held at one of the largest 
school-rooms in the town, in the Teloogoo language, at which 
time the congregations vary irery much, sometimes very few 
attending, at other times a considerable number. After this 
is an English service. At three in the afternoon the mission- 
aries catechise a class of the orphan schod-children and 
address them. English service again in the evening, by Mr. 
Dawson. A prayer-meeting is also held with the poor of the 
flock. On the week-days Mr. Gordon is emfdoyed about his 
translation, from nine in the morning till five in the after- 
noon, when he goes to visit some of the schools in rotation. 
Mr. Dawson visits daily four or five of th^ schools. Every 
evening Mr. D. allows the neighbors to attend his family 
prayer, when he gives them a short exhortation: 

This place was formerly regarded as highly salubrious, and, 
^8 such, viras selected as a place for invalid soldiers ; but is 
now, from causes unknown, regarded as very unhealthful. 

When we were at Madras, we had an opportunity of at- 
tending a meeting of the Committee of the Bible Society, and 
were highly grM&edpn hearing, from the report which was 
read, so favorable a testimony given to Mr. Gordon's transla- 
tion of the Scriptures. It was spoken of in the highest lan- 
guage by the Committee of Translations.* 

The Mission, here, is greatly indebted to Mrs. Vaughan, a 
pious and respectable widow lady, who resides in the town. 
When the missionaries have been ill, and unable to visit the 
schools, she has often, for a considerable time together, kindly 
done it for them. 

* We deeply regret to state that Mr. Gordon, whose health the dep« 
utation, above, describe as having been in a very precarious state, d%- 
parted this life on the 17th of January, 1828.— En. 
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On the 8th of January, 1827, we left Vizagqmtam, and 
landed in safety at Madras on the 11th of the same month, 
where we were received with the greatest kindness hy our 
missionary friends and many others who had long heen ex- 
pecting us. 

We remained at Madras till the 3d of February, when we 
commenced eur journey to visit the several missionary stations 
of the society in the interior. 

Tfipassoor, — This place is situated 30 miles W. by S. from 
Madras, and an iqppendage to the mission there. It was the 
first place we halted at after commencing our tour. It^s a 
sroaU village, containing but very few natives. Here is a 
ibrt, about a mile in circumference, with a wet ditch, but it 
is now in a state of riun. Within the fort is a Hindoo tem- 
ple, of considerable size, also in a state of decay. This is a 
station for invalid soldiers, of whom there are about one hun- 
dred, with their wives and families, all pensioners ; some of 
whom fear God. The missionaries from Madras visit these 
people, occasionaUy, and preach to them the words of life. 
On Lord's day there are sometimes at puUic worship as many 
as 120, men, women, and children. A church has been 
for^led here, consisting now of six members, to whom the 
Lord's Supper is occasionally administered. Here is a ser- 
geant I -, a pious man, who conducts public worship on 

Lord's days, in common, and reads a sermon to the people. 
They have also frequent prayer-meetings on the week-day 
dvenings, when fifteen or twenty persons attend. Here is 
also a school of seventyrsix of the soldiers' children, mostly 
country-born, boys and girls. It is under the superintend- 
ence of sergeant L, and does him much credit. The children 
have made respectable progress in reading, committing por- 
tions of Scripture and catechisms to memory, d&c. This 
school is supported by the Madras Auxiliary Missionary So- 
ciety. - The people assemble fer public worship, at present, 
in a round tower, on the ramparts ; but they are building a 
small chapel, which will soon be finished. A native teacher 
resides here, who is supported by the Church Missionary 
Society. He preaches to fifteen or twenty natives, and has 
a school of seven heathen children under his care. 

Aware that a missionary had been requested from the So- 
ciety fer Chittpor, we deemed it our duty to visit that place, 
and to ascertain its eligibility as a permanent missionary sta- 
tion. We resolved to take it in our way to Cuddapah, which 
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we could do without goisg much out oi our road. Leading 
Tripassoor, we visited Conjeveram, which lies a little to the 
southward of it. It is a large city, and is that in Peninsular 
India which Benares is in Bengal ; and is regarded bjr the 
Hindoos as very sacred. It contains a large population, and 
many prodigious temples, whose amazing gobrums (or towers) 
over their gateways, loaded with the figures of the Hindoo 
mythology, in high relief, from the bo^ttom to the summit, fill 
the beholder with astonishment. We ascended one of these, 
which is eleven stories in height. Oonjeveram would .be an 
important missionary station, and which the Society will do 
well not to forget, when they can spare a missionary of good 
talents, of ardent zeal, and fervent piety, The Brahmins 
here are very numerous, and have uncontrolled sway. 

We next proceeded for Arcot, which is situated nearly 
west from Madras. It b a military cantonment ,* and the 
Rev. Mr. Smith is the Ck)mpany's clmplain, a pious and ex- 
cellent man. We spent a truly pleasant and profitable day 
with this excellent man, and his not less excellent wife. 

Next day we arrived at Chittoor. This is a small town, 
situated also nearly west from Madras, and at the distanoa 
from it of nearly eighty^ miles. It stands on a plain, sur- 
rounded by lofty hills of selenitic formation, in large masses 
of a gray color. Some of these hills are about ^00 feet in 
altittt^, all of a barren and sterile aspect, though the views 
arouud are picturesqi^. The immediate locality of the town 
b well wooded, and highly pleasani, with a large tank, from 
which the adjacent paddy-grounds are irrigated. Here ira 
civil establishment, consisting of a circuit-judge, the Zillah- 
judge, a collector, a medical gentleman, and two or three 
others holding inferior situations. Their houses are good, and 
pleasantly situated. Both the judges are truly pious and de- , 
voted men, and bo^ are blessed with pious wives. The town 
consists of a few irregular streets* The houses are built of mud 
and thatched. Here is a court*house, a jail, two or three 'poor 
pagodas, and a Mahommedan mosque. The entire populatiim 
amounts to about 10,000, including some neighboring village, 
mostly Hindoos, with a small proportion of Mussulmans. 

The Protestant religion was introduced into this place, 
some years ago, by the instrumentality of ^ Mr. D \ , who 
ever since has instructed -the people on Lord!s days ,* he has 
established schools among them, and has exerted himself in 
every possible way that was calculated to advance the great- 
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•St and the best of objects. He bas it in his power to be 
liberal in supporting and promoting every good work ; and it 
is suppiosed that he has expended in the cause of religion 
between two and three lacs of rupees-^r from twenty to 
thirty thousand pounds. Mr. D. was instrumental in the con« 
Torsion of a Mr. W. (a gentleman who also resides at Chit^ 
toor^ to the knowledge of the truth. Mr. W. is a man of 
good talent, well educated, possessed of sound and eminent 
piety, and an excellent spirit, and ia most disinterestedly de- 
voted to the cause of religion. He addresses the people in 
the Teloogoo language, and Mr. D. in Tamil, with which 
languages they are well acquainted ; and each holds stated 
meetings for instruction on the great tilings of God. They 
are assisted by three native teachers, who appear to be de- 
cidedly pious. The teachers are emj^yed in preaching to 
the peof^le, which they do with great z^, fluency, and pro- 
priety ; they also catechise the children, d&c. There are 
two or three other men who also preach occasionally and 
assist in catechising. ^ 

To give a general idea of the state of ihmgs here, in a 
rdigious point of view, and of the labors of our w<»thy friends, 
we need only mention what was done the Lord's day that we 
spent here, and which, we presume, is but a specimen of the 
labors of every Sabbath. In the morning, at six o'clock, Mr. 
W. went to the jail, in the court-yard of which, all the pris- 
oners, who chose to attend divine service, were assembled^ 
about 700 in numbm*, all seated on the ground. From a kind 
of watch-tower, on the wall, one of the native teachers ad- 
dressed them Ibr some time^ and afterwards Mr. W. fer about 
a quarter of an hour. The great salvatkMi was the subject 
of their speeches, and there was the most profound attention 
observable among this heathen audience. At nine in the 
morning, a native congregaticm assembled in part of Mr. D.'s 
house, which he devotes to this object till a chqiel is built, 
which is in contemplation. The congregation consisted of 
about sixty men and women, and fifty boys and girls ; all de- 
cently dressed and well behaved, sitting either upon forms or 
cm the floor. 

The Mrvice was conducted by two of the native teachers 
in the Malabar, or Tamil language, and consisted in singing, 
praying, reading the Seizures, and preaching. At eleven 
o'clock there is an English service at the court-house, con- 
ducted by Mr. D. or Mr. W., but on this occasion Mr. Tyer 
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man preached. There was a congregation of sixteen persons, 
principally English, some country-born. At three o'clock in 
the afternoon Uiere was public worship for the natives again 
in Mr. D.'s house, conducted by Mr. W. in the Teloogoo 
language. He was assisted by a native teacher. The con>* 
gregation nearly as in the morning. The children met in 
the intervals of puUic worship, and were catechised. In the 
evening the English are invited to drink tea at the house of 
Mr. D. or Mr. W., after which is an English service of prayer, 
exposition of Scriptures, &c. There are two or three more 
of the English residents here who are pious persons. Early 
every morning in the week a large school of children meet in 
a room at the house of Mr. W., where they read, are cate- 
chised, and have a short discourse addressed to them. 

A church of native converts was lately formed here by Mr. 
Crisp, of Madras. Sixty-five native members, all, in the judg- 
ment of charity, decidedly pious, partook of the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper thp last time that it was administered, and 
several more are promising characters. Several men are 
appointed to the office of deacon. 

There are schools of boys and girls here, containing in all 
100 children. The girls are under the immediate superin- 
tendence of Mrs. D., who is much devoted to this object 

We had the highest satisfaction and pleasure in visiting 
this place, where there is more work going on among .the 
natives, as to religion, and more appearance of good done, 
than in any station of India that we have yet seen. 

Though Chittoor does not contain a large population, it 
is an important missionary station, as being central, and sur- 
rounded by several much larger towns,, such as Arcot^ Vel- 
lore, d&c. d&c.,U> which, with the assistance of native teachers, 
an active and devoted missionary may extend his influence, 
and impart the gospel. Before we left India, Mr. Jennings 
had reached his destination, and taken up his residence at 
Chittoor. 

The two congregations above named are different people. 
The one congregation is acquainted with Tamil ; thexHher 
with Teloogoo. 

We left Chittoor on the 12th of Febri^ary, 1827, for Cud- 
dapah. Our route led us through the town of Punganore, 
where the rajah of that province resides. We were received 
by his Highness in the most polite manner, and spent a day 
with him at his palace. His hospitality was. unbounded. He 
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is fond of the English, and dresses in the style of an English 
gentleman. His eldest son is a promising youth. He speaks 
the English language wel], and has a valuable library of Eng- 
lish authors. He appears to be favorably disposed with 
respect to Christianity. We passed the village of Gurram- 
condah, where is a hill-fort, once of great strength, but now 
in ruins. The country, through nearly the whole of this 
long journey, is very poor and sterile. It consists of hills of 
naked rock, with narrow defiles between them, and occa- 
sionally fruitful valleys, in which rice is grown. Our accom- 
modations on the road were often very bad ; however, on the 
21st of the same month, we arrived in safety at Cuddapah. 

Cudd<xpa!i is the capital of the eastern district of th^ Bala- 
ghaut ceded territory, and is situated in latitude 14° 28' N. ; 
longitude 79° E. It is often called Cripa, which is a corrup-" 
, tion of Cuddapah, and which means a threshold ; as it is 
situated at the entrance of a valley, visited, formerly, and 
held sacred by the Hindoos. This town is situated on a.jhot, 
sandy plain, of considerable extent, and surrounded by dis- 
tant hills. It is remarkable for its great heat, and on this 
account it is vulgarly called by Europeans '' the frying-pan 
of India," resembling in its locality that utensil. From gen- 
eral testimony, and especially from Mr. Howell, who was 
born in the country, and has travelled a great deal in India, 
the heat must be prodigious. During the dry season, if there 
be any wind in the day-time, after the sun sets it ^dies away, 
and the atmosphere becomes suffocating; and this continues 
through the night. There are no dews, and the common 
people sleep out in the open air. The soil is sandy, and of 
a brownish color ; and during the hot season all vegetation, 
excepting trees, is burnt up. The heat imbibed during the 
day by the earth, is^ retained through the night ; while the 
many trees about the town tend to prevent the circulation of 
the air, and to aggravate the ev^l. Ever since last Septem- 
ber, fever has raged here, and few have escaped its assaults, 
though it has not been very destructive. 

The town of Cuddapah was formerly much more extensive 
than at present, as the ruins all around indicate. These ruins, 
however, in general, are but the ruins of poor, wretched, mud- 
walled cottages. The town consists principally of such hov- 
els, of one story, placed in tolerably good street-order, while 
those that are fallen down, and suffered to remain in that 
state, are almost as numerous as those which are inhabited. 
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Tins win give a general ides of towns in all parts of India. 
Here are several mosques and Mabommedata bar ying-groondsy 
eiowded with tombs, boih in the style peculiar to that peo- 
ple, together with two ancient palaces belonging to them, 
the one of which is now the jail, and the other tl^ treasury. 
In the latter bnilding are kept both the cash collected in the 
district as taxes, and the poMic records. General appear- 
ances indicate the former dignity of the Moors here, and 
strikin^y demonstrate their present degradation. As to ex- 
tent of population, indeed, die Mussulmans are numerous in 
this place, being about one-third of the whole; but they are 
wretchedly poor, ignorant, and sensual. The other two-thirds 
of the population are Qentooe. They hitve but few pagodas 
in the town, and these are Tery small. These peq>le are 
also generally poor. A sort of coarse cloth is made here, such 
ar tl^ people wear. In the neighborhood is a diamond-mine, 
now worked, and also an indigo4actory, where that article 
of commerce is premired, of a superior quality, from the dried 
leaf of the plant The population of Cuddapah and its vicin- 
ity b stated to be 60,000. Water is obtamed from tanks and 
deep wells. Rice, dkele, and several kinds of grain, are 

Sown in the neighborhocki during the rainy and cocA season, 
ere ve both a civil and a military establishment for native 
troopB ; but there is neither church nor episcopal chuilain. 
To Air. Haigh, the Zillah-judge, Mr. Brown, the registrar, 
and Dr. Geddes, we are much indebted for their great hos- 
pitality. ' 

With the general aspect of the mimon here we were much 
[leased. Mr. Howell and Mrs. H. are both Indo-Britons, or 
eomitry-bom, pious and worthy people, and greioly respected 
by the English gendemen in the neighborhood, who show 
them every kind attention. Mr. Howell is an excellent, 
active, and useful missionary. He most commendably de- 
votes his whole strength and time to the natives, and does " 
not su^r his attention to be diverted from his great object 
by English services. We were highly gratified by his excel- 
lent spirit, his good sense, and his devoted piety. The Te- 
loogoo language is spoken here by the natives in general, 
and Mr. Hewell preaches in it with great fluency ; indeed 
he is said, by competent judges, to have a very extensive 
knowledge of it, and to speak it as well as the natives. 

A neat and comfortable chapel has just been completed 
here, forty-eight by thirty-two feet, with a good vestry at one 
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end. The whole is bujlt of burnt bricks, and plastered over 
with chunam, with a fiat roof, which is supported by two 
rows of pillars. The chapel was raised under the superin- 
tendeQce of Mr. Howell, and does his taste and judgment- 
great credit, as well as his good economy, for it cost o^y the 
small sum of 2400 rupees, and which was all raised by sub- 
scriptions in the country, and principally in the neighborhood. 
Mr. Howell has also built himself a parscHiage-honse near the 
chapel, a good and comfortable dwelling, with a hall and 
four bed-rooms, and verandahs both in front and behind. 
This house cost bnly 1400 rupees. It stands in a convenient 
compound, in which is an excellent garden, and a well of 
good water. Still hearer the chapel, Mr. H. is erecting a 
school-room for the native Christians' children ; and a little 
farther off is a village of mud-walled cottages, in two rows, 
forming a street, consisting of thirty-six houses, and 148 res- 
idents, appropriated for the use of those natives who embrace 
Christianity, and consequently lose caste. All th^ cottages 
are inhabited. In this village is a school-room, used for thai 
purpose tin the new one is completed, and where all the 
Christian families meet for family-prayer, mornings and even- 
ings. Here is a weaver's shop, in which are several looms ; 
Mr. Howell being anxious to teach the people some business 
by which they may obtain a livelihood when they embrace 
Christianity, lose caste, and are abandoned by their friends. 
He has established a common paper-mii'nufactory, with the 
same view, since we lefl Cuddapah. All the encouragements 
of a worldly nature Mr. Howell holds out to the natives, on 
becoming Christians, are to allow them to reside in one of 
these cottages, find them employment, and make them work 
jbr their own subsistence. He in the first instance provides 
them with looms, wheels, d&c, which the people afterwards 
pay for by instalments. We cannot but highly commend 
this plan, which is the best of any that we are acquainted 
with to meet the case; and this, or some other, we think, 
must be acted upon, so long as th^ loss of caste in these coun- 
tries is attended with consequences so appalling and dis- 
couraging. A subsd^iption of fifly rupees per month, from a 
gentleman at some distance, enables Mr. Howell to erect 
these cottages, and to carry these plans into effect. 

Mr. Howell has at present four schools connected with the 
mission, all under Christian instruction ; one of Christian 
children, consisting of fifteen boys and twelve giris, taught 
16* 
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bf a Christiin native ; and two scIkm^ for boys and one for 
girla, the children of heathen parents^ containing in all sixty 
boys and twelve girls. Mr. Howell finds it very* difficult to 
obtain suitable schodmasters. Besides these, he has under 
his superintendence two schools of Mussulmans' children, 
one of which is supported by Mr. Judge Haigh, containing 
twenty boys, and the other by Mr. Brown, in which are finly 
boys ; but Christian principles, we are sorry to add, are not 
yet allowed to be introduced into these schools. 
. Air. Howell settled here in December, 1822, since which 
he has buHized, of men, women, and children, 5299 ; sev^al 
of whom have removed to Chittow, and belong to the coa- 
f^regation there ; and five families have relapsed to heathen- 
ism. The above number comprised-*- 

Bralunin 1 

Sodras 23 

Mahommedans 5 

Pariahs . 210 

About eighty of the above have gone to Chittoor, and 
twenty-five have been expelled. A church has been formed 
of native Christians, on the congregational pkn, and twenty- 
two members have been admitted, nine of whom are at 
Chittoor, under the care of Mr. D. and Mr. W. Within 
the last two years, twenty-one couples have been married by 
Mr. Howell, and within that time there have been fourteen 
deaths. 

On Lord's days Mr. Howell preaches twice to the native 
congregation > in Teloogoo, when about a hundred attend, 
well dressed, and who behave with great propriety. They 
sit on the floor, according to their custom at other times. 
There is an obvious difference between them and other na- 
tives as to cleanliness and decency of dress, and this difference 
is in favor of the Christians. There is public service again 
on Wednesday evenings, when about eighty persons' attend. 
On Friday evenings is a prayer-meeting, when there are fifty 
or sixty present. Several native men engage in extempore 
prayer. Mr. H. preaches at the jail to the prisoners on Sat- 
urdays. He has likewise conversational meetings in the 
school-room on Mondays. AH the Christian children attend 
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tlM Saad&j-tclxM^, and Mr. H. meets them before the after* 
soon service) to converse with and to catechise them. 

Mr. H. employs tiiree readers and catechists, to go from 
house to house in the evening of every day, to instruct both 
Christians and heathen. Tl^ir names are Luther, who was 
a Brahmin ; Jonah, and Job, who wa-e both Pariahs. They 
all seem to be pious and devoted men. The famous Anan* 
derayer is here at present. lie is advanced in years, and is 
empk>yed as a catechist. 

Mr. Howell speaks of the professing Christians as b^ing in 
generd consistent ; and, if they act , otherwise, they are diff- 
missed from the viUage. All the schools are suroorted by the 
subscr^cms of gentlemen in the neighborhood, Mr. H. be- 
ing very reluctant to draw <m the fimds of the Society for 
that purpose. We found them in a good state. 

While here, we had an opportunity of attending a great 
Hindoo festival, called Gangamma Tirnal, or the great god- 
dess Gangamma, held in tl^ viUage called Cocottapetta, dis- 
tant from Cuddapah about five miles. This was a most novel 
and affecting sight. About 50,000 people were assembled in 
a sort of grove, around the fihhy pagoda, in which was the oIh 
ject of attraction and adoration. Before the door of this swamy* 
house the peq)le were sacrificing sheep and goats to the idol all 
the day, and streams of fabod fiowed in all directions. Around 
this f^aee is a wide road, on which multitudes of bullock- 
basket-carts were driven, from which grain, of various kinds, 
was thrown to all such as chose to receive it, in fiilfilment of 
vows. Between twelve o'clock at noon and six in the even- 
ing, we saw thirty men and two women undergo the cere- 
mony of swinging upon hooks put through the skin of their 
backs. The machine which was used for this purpose was a 
bullock-eart. Over the axle-tree a post was erected, over 
the top of which a beam, about thlrty-^ve feet in length, 
passed, and moved upon a pin. The longer end of this beam 
extended over the bullocks; at the end of it was a square 
frame i^ttached, adorned with young plantain-trees, in which 
two persons could stand. When the bockM were kiserted 
into the skin, the ropes attadied to the hooks were lashed 
firmly to the t(4> bar of the firame, so as to allow the peofdii 
to stand upon the lower bar* This being doae, aad we saw 
the' operation performed in severd instances, the beam WM 
raised upon its ftdcrum, and the persons Ofi the frame were 
elevated about twenty-five or tUrty foet aJbove the giound. 
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Each person was forniriied #ith a ^^4U^r in <me hatnd, and 
a pocket-handkerchief in the other. > The machines, to some 
d which were yoked six, eight, ten, or tweWe bullocks, were 
now driven at ftiU qpeed round the pagoda three times, while 
the deluded wretches were brandislung the dagger, and wav- 
ing the handkerchief^ occasionallj resting their weight on 
the lower bar of the frame, but often suspending their entire 
weight on the' hooks. Sometimes . six or eight of these ma- 
chines were driven round at the same time. On inquiring 
why the deluded beings submitted to this punbhment, some 
tdd us it was in fulSment of vows made to the goddess ; 
others, that they were hired by persons standing by, and re- 
ceived one or two rupees for their trotd}le. Among the trees 
were stalls and booths, in which were sold sweetmeats, vict- 
uals, trinkets, d&c. Here vrere .jugglers, beggars, and par- 
ties of pleasure ; but very few ^tod^ any notice of those Ikn*- 
rid scenes which most attracted our attention. Never were 
we before so powerftdly impressed with the importance of 
missionary exertions. TVtay the dark places of the earth 
arefuU of the habitations of cruelty ! Oh that the pec^le 
of Enffland could have witnessed this spectacle, so truly in- 
fernal T Who ccnild have remained indifferent to missionary 
exerticms, or withheld his sui^;K>rt frwn those noble societies 
which propose to make known the merciful religion of Jesus, 
to enlighten t(ie heathen, imd io put a stop to thede dreadful 
cruelties ? 



CHAPTER L. 



BelUry — ^B^lgaum — Goa— Bangalore— Salem (newStatiao) — Goimbe- 
toor— Quikm— Yiftt to Gotym, Stc—TriTanderam— South Travan- 
core — ^Nacercoil — Departure from Naeercoil — Church Miisionary 
Station at r almacottah — ^Trichinopoly-^-Daniflh Mission at Tanjore — 
Combaconum — ^Danish Mission'at Tranquebar-^^-Madras: 

We left Cuddapah fer BeUary on the*3d of March (1827), 
and went by way of <Sfooty, where is another hill-fert of great 
strength. A few weeks after we had passed through this 
district, that dreadful scourge, the eboiera morbus, broke 
out in it and carried off great numbers. The governor, sir 
Thomas Monro, passed' that way at the time, and fell a vic- 
tim to itsi awfiil ravages. Several other Europeans were also 
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carried off by it. The governor was uniteratllj beloTed, 
and his death is deeply lamented by the whole country. Be 
was just about to return to England, loaded with years, rich- 
es, and honors. He was esteemed a great mka by all. We 
had enjoyed ^veral pleasing and intere^ing interriews with 
him before we left Madras, and received from him every 
kind attention, and every ftcility in travelling through the 
presidency. How great has b^n the goodness of God to 
us ! The awful plague did not break out till we had passed. 
The country continues barren and of an inhospitable aq;»ect ; 
but a small proportion of it is capable of cuHivation; yet it 
somewhat improves as you i^j^proach Bellary, where we ar^ 
rived on the 7th of the same month, and where we were re- 
ceived by our missionary friends and others with the most 
affectionate attentions. 

BeUary.—Thia town is ntuated in lat. N. IS"" 5', kniff. £. 
76^ 55'. It is sometimes spelt Balkary. It stands on level 
ground, and is laid out in wide^ and regular streets, lying 
parallel with each other, or crossing at right* angles. Though 
the houses are generally built wiUi mi;^ walls, and have a 
poor appearance, yet they are more neat and cleanly than are 
observable injndian towns in general. The fronts of many 
of the houses are ornamented with broad white and red ver- 
tical stripes, as well as the steps at the doors, and the raised 
platforms under the verandahs. The trees, growing in rows 
m the streets, in this and many other town^, are cok>red and 
ornamented with similar stripes, but carried hmzcmtally 
round their stems. The main streets are kept in neat and 
good repair. Here b an extensive bazaar. In Uie town 
are eighteen or twenty pagodas, s(«ie of which are well boih, 
but in general they are «mall ; and also several moemies. To 
the eastward the town is indosed by a ditch, and has two 
entrances from the country on this nde, where there are gate- 
ways of st<me. Beyond this boundary are several poor and 
wretched villages. On the west side of the town is a hill- 
fort of considerate strength. The hill is a mass of sienttic 
rock, the sumi^it of whidi is^ivtified. A finrt and ditph ex- 
tend along the eastern side of the bottom of this hill, and 
stretch to the southward. Within tiiis part of the fort are 
the barracks, some European shops, the govemment^hi^iel, 
d&c. The cantonments extend round diis hill, on which 
are many good houses, and in which the officers of the mili- 
tary establishment, and the civilians, reside, who are con- 
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nected with the government Within the cantonment?, and 
on the south side of the hill, and half a mile to the west of 
Bellary, is the Coul Bazaar, containing a population equal 
to that of Bellary itself. Here is a mixed multitude, gene- 
rally camp-followers. They are mostly Malabars, and of 
course speak the Tamil language, while the native popula- 
tion of Bellary speak the Canarese. These two places, taken 
together, contain a population of about 36,000, one fifth of 
whom are Mahommedans ; the rest of course are Hindoos, 
or, as they are called here, Gentoos. A spacious tank lies 
between Bellary and the Goul Bazaar. 

The mission-premises are well chosen, and most advan- . 
tageously situated, being close to Bellary, and between it and 
the fort They contain about seven acres of land, a princi- 
pal part of Which is occupied as garden-^ound, neatly laid 
out, and in high cultivation. H^re is a good house, of con- 
siderable size, occupied by Mrs. Hands and family, with 
upper rooms. Near it is another, of less dimensions, occu- 

Sied by Mrs. Beynon. A third, still smaller, accommodates 
Ir. Paine, the printer; adjoining it are the printing and 
other offices. On the premises the mission-chapel stands, 
and near to a public street This is a large and handsome 
building, and neatly fitted up inside, with a comfortable ves- 
try. This chapel was erected by subscriptions raised in the 
country, and cost 7,000 rupees. In it are two public English 
services every Lord's day, when congregations of fi'om seventy 
to one hundred and fifty persons attend, partly English, civU 
and military, and partly country-born. A Christian church 
has been for some years organized here, on the Independent 
principles of church-government, into which two hundred 
and thirty members have . been admitted, many of whom ap- 
pear to nave been brought to the knowledge iof the truth 
here. Some of them have gone to their rest, others have 
been removed to other parts of India or to England, and 
twenty-four communicants still remain. Most of these per- 
sons have done great honor to their profession. Mr. Hands 
preaches early on Lord's day mornings at the jail, to about 
three hundred prisoners, in Canarese. In the chapel is a 
week evening English service, when but few attend except 
the mission-families. 

In connection with this mission there are twenty-two 
schools of native children, containing about one thousand. 
Many of these schools ^are at a great distance, and are visited 
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about once in six weeks by Mr. WalUMn, the assistant But 
on examining several of the distant schools, we fi>und that 
the children had made but little progress^ from the negligence 
of the masters, and the impossibility of extending to them 
that frequent superintendence which is essential^ owing to 
their distance, some of them being twenty miles from BeU 
lary. Perceiving that the advantages accruing to the chil- 
dren were not aidequate to the expense of the Society, ye 
have advised that, for the present, ail these distant schools 
should be abandoned, and that other schools should be raised 
at a moderate distance, and where they can receive the ne- 
cessary superintendence. This will allow the missionaries 
to direct their energies to objects nearer home with greater 
hope of success. In all the schools the Scriptures and other 
Christian books are read. They are wlu^ly conducted, in- 
deed, on Christian principles. Here is but one girls' schoc^, 
consisting of six Malabar children, under the care of Mrs, 
Hands. The prejudices in Bellary against female educa- 
tion, among the Canarese population, are at present very 
strong. 

, Mr. Hands preaches to the Canarese in the chapel <m 
Lord's day mornings, when about ten adults and seventy 
children attend. He preaches occasionally in a school-room 
in the town, when seventy or eighty persons gather around 
to hear. He also meets the native converts^ weekly, at his 
own house, for conversation and prayer. 

Mr. Walton, the country-bom assistant, appears to be a 
pious and devoted young man, and is very usefully employed 
in the mission. On Lord's days he preaches, in Malabar, op 
the mission-premises; on Mondays, in Canarese, in the 
pettah, or town ; also, on Wednesdays, in the evening, in 
the school-rooms ; Thursdays, in the fort, in Tamil ; Friday 
mornings at a village, in Canarese ; on Saturdays, in the 
town again, in Teloogoo. Every month he visits half the 
schools ; the one month he goes to those in the eastern di- 
vision, the other to those in the western ; devoting one week 
to each division. In recommending the abandoning of the 
distant schools, we have advised Siat Mr. Walton should 
take up his residence in the Coul Bazaar, where there is a 
population equal to that of Bellary, but on which no mission- 
ary labor has been yet bestowed, beyond that of establishing 
one small school, and an occasional transient visit to it by 
Mr. Walton. This place, we have advised, should be the 
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phee of rtndenee, and tke knmediala sphere of Mr. Wtl- 
iMi's labolB. 

Tliere are Ibar nativea wiio hare giyen satis^tory e?i- 
deniDe of a eonT^ted state. Thirty-eight aduks hare been 
baptised, and sixteen children. Ten or twdve more, included 
in the number of tke baptized, are m a hopeful state. One 
man had been long emi^oyed in the mission to read to those 
na^ves who come casually to the mis8ion*>hoase, and had 
given great satisfoction. But when his baptism was proposed, 
and when, of course, he must lose caste, he excused Inm- 
self on the ground of the opposition of his wife, who, he 
stated, had been so exasperated by hie intention to be bap- 
tised, that she had thrown herself into a deep tank, with an 
intention of drowning herself This story was entirely 
a fabrication of his own, and his hypocrisy was detected. 
The love of money was the root of the whole evil, both of 
Ms hypocri^ and his awfhl attempt to hide it and deceive 
the missionaries. He was well paid lor his services while 
connected with the mission. 

Here is a Bible, a Missionary, a Tract, and a School Society, 
an of which are flourishing, and the means of much good, 
and meet with encouragement and sappowt from the Europe- 
ans in the neighborhood. 

The charity-school is doing well, and w^ were much satis- ^ 
fied with an exaiyiination of the children. There are at pres- 
ent thirty children in the schot^, boys and girls, mostly coun- 
try-born, with one or two English, and as many natives. 
Between three hundred uid four hundred have been educated 
in this school since 1811, when it was established. A pious 
man is the schoolmaster, and it is under the immediate 
superintendence of the missionaries. It is supported by sub- 
scriptions raised in the neighbc^'hood. 

Mr. Hands has been engaged for many years, together 
with Mr. Reeve, in tranriating the Scriptures into the Cana- 
rese language ; and we are haf^y to state that he has at 
length brought this great work to a close. At a meeting of 
the committee of the Bible Society at Madras, this translation 
was spdcen of in terms highly flattering. Mr. Hands is 
about to proceed to the printing of it at the mission-press. 
He has also written several tracts. 

Mr. Hands has been very useful to the English at Bellary. 
Many officers as well as {Mivates in the army, and civilians, 
aTso, in the Company's service, we have reason to believe^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



BStGAUM. 196 

have been brought to a knowledge of the truth by his labors ; 
and some of them are now bright ornaments to the religion 
which they profess. He is most highly and extensively 
respected by the Europeans, as well as by his brethren, in 
this country. Mr. Taylor, of Belgaum, Mr. Howell, of Cud- 
dapah, and Mr. Walton, his assistant at Bellary, have all 
been brought into missionary work by his instrumentality, 
and are all men worthy of the Society's esteem and confidence. 
Mr. Hands, having now completed his translation, will^ we 
hope, have more time to devote to the jpreaching of the gos- 
pel among the natives. 

We left Bellary on the 20th of March, in order to proceed 
to Belgaum. . 

Be^aum, — This town is situated about seventy-five miles 
to the east by north from Groa, in north lat. 15^ 4(V, and 
east long. Td'^ 3(V, amidst a country which is greatly undu- 
Jated. At a distance around it has a barren and naked ap- 
pearance, the soil being rocky, and thinly covered with vege- 
table mould. The tow^, or pettah, is embosomed in trees ; 
the mango and cocoa-nut greatly abounding. The town 
consists of several streets; lying in different directions. The 
houses are tolerable for bative structures; but the general 
aspect of the place is that of other Indian towns. Here are 
two or three poor pagodas, and a mosque or two. Within a 
mile and a half of it is the village of Shawpoor, with a mud- 
wall fort. In this direction the ground is rich and well cul- 
tivated. At a short distance fi-om both these places is the 
cantonment, where the government are erecting barracks. 
Between the barracks and the town is a village of camp- 
followers. The whole native population of all these places is 
estimated at 25,000, which we think is rather over than un- 
der the truth. They consist of Mahrattas, Teloogoos, Cana- 
rese, Malabars, d&c, though the first mentioned are the most 
numerous, Belgaum being in their country. All these lan- 
guages are i^ken here, but the Tamil the most commonly, 
most of the inhabitants being acquainted with it. On the 
east side of the town is a strong fort, which is surrounded by 
a very deep ditch. It is neglected, however, and fast hasten- 
ing to ruin. It is nearly a mile and a half in circuit. With- 
in it all the English families reside, who are chiefly connected 
with the army. Their houses are scattered over its 'area, 
each having an excellent garden and compound, ornamented 
with various trees. Within this inclosure are several fbr- 

voL. m. 17 V 
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saken templeSy which belonged to the Joir-sect of Ifindoos, 
whose workmanship in many parts possesses great beauty ; 
seyeral others have been destroyed. Within the fort is also 
the chapdy a plain oblong building, erecteil by public sub- 
scriptions, but considered as belonging to the Company. 

Mr. Taylor having officiated as chaplain to the garrison 
till now, all the duties of that office have been discharged by 
him. He preached in English twice in the Ibrt, and once in 
the cantonment to the common soldiers, every Lord's day , 
and once in the week, besides reading the church service. 
Marriages and baptisms all devolved upon him, as well as 
visiting the sick, &c. While so engaged, it would have 
been unreasonable to expect from him Uiat attention to his 
legitimate duties, as a missionary to the heathen, whjch 
otherwise he would have discharged. However, there is 
reason to hope that his labors among the English have l>een 
Uessed to the conversion of severd, some high in office, 
others in the ranks, several of whom hold prayer-meetings 
weekly within the fort. But we are happy to add, that a 
chaplain has now superseded him. who has been app(»nted 
by the government, to whom Mr. Taylor resigned the chapeF, 
and all the duties connected with it, immediately on his 
arrival, which took place while we were at Belgaum. Mr. 
Taylor will now devote the whole of his attention to the pros- 
ecution of his proper missionary duties among the natives, 
for which his intimate knowledge of their language well 
qualifies him. 

There are eight schools of native children at present in 
connection with this mission, four of which are in distant 
villages, and four in ^e immediate vicinity. The children 
have not made much progress. Dhondapah, a native con- 
vert, once a Brahmin, and who seems to be a truly pious 
man, is. employed in visiting these schools, two of them week- 
ly, when he catechises the children, distributes tracts, dc.c. 
Here is no school for gir]s. In all the eight schools there 
are 250 children. 

Mr. Taylor has two Tamil services in the week ; but the 
attendance is very irregular. In the town of Belgaum. he 
has lately erected a small house, to which he goes daily for 
several hours, and where the people are invited to come for 
the purpose of conversing with him on religious Subjects. 
Sometimes an encouraging number attends ; at other timoB 
but few. Here is a depository for books and tracts, both in 
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4he Tamil and Canarese language, as well as Teloogoo, for 
giving or lending, as circumstances may dictate. 

Not much success has attended these means, or the preach- 
ing of the gospel among the natiyes, as yet, in this place ; 
however, Uie truth is not without witness. You are aware 
that three persons of some distinction were some time ago 
baptized at Bombay, from this place. A persecution follow- 
ed, and two of them abandoned their profession for a season; 
however, one of the two has returned, and appears to be 
steadfast ; the other is gone from the place, and it is not 
known what has become of him. The two are entirely for- 
saken by their friends. Besides these, there are three others 
in the poor's house who give pleasing ^idence of a work of 
grace. There are some others at Shawpoor who make a 
promising profession. 

Besides his other duties, Mr. Taylor has been much en- 
gaged in rendering Mr. Hands assistance in his translatioc 
of the Scriptures into Canarese, going carefully over it, and 
offering such remarks and criticisms as occurred to him. 
He likewise gave his assistance, as well as Mr. Hands and 
Mr. Howell, to Mr. Reeve, in his translation of Uie Penta^ 
Ceuch, and in compiling his Dictionary. 

We have, indeed, every reason to be well satisfied with 
Mr. Taylor, who is a pious and amiable man, zealous and 
devoted to his work as a missionary, and possessed of good 
talents and great prudence. 

A society is estaUished here for raising subscriptions for 
promoting the great cause. About 700 rupees are contribut- 
ed annudly, a principal part of which is devoted to mission- 
ary purposes ; the rest is divided between the Bible and Tract 
Societies. 

Mr. Taylor's English congregation used to be sometimes 
about one hundred, officers and privates, differing accord- 
ing to circumstances; the communicants from twenty to 
thirty. . 

Belgaum is a good missionary station. The climate is 
one of the finest in India ; though we were there in the hot 
season, it was mild and pleasant, and the heat4)y no means 
too great for English constitutions in general. It is favored 
by having sea-breezes daily, from kbout noon till next morn- 
ing, when it is succeed by the land-wind. 

We commenced ouc. journey to Qoa on the 12th of April. 
Mr. Hands had resolved to accompany us as far as Banga- 
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)or«, and Mr. Taylor as far as Got. We were ha{^y in-hav« 
ing his company, as he is acquainted -with the place, having 
occasionally visited it before, and distributed there the sacred 
Scriptures, 

Goa, — ^Belgaum is elevated considerably above the level 
of the sea, and nearly on a level with the top of the Western 
Ghauts, which we reached the next day, and made our de- 
scent down the tremendous pass the next morning. At a 
village called Assunwarrd, we met with the Portuguese 
admiral, De Costa, from whom we received every polite 
attention ; and next morning, .April 16th, we reached Goa, 
and took up our residence at the town of Panjam. This 
place is generally called new Goa, and is where the Portu- 
guese now generally reside, having forsaken old Goa, under 
the idea that it Is unhealthy ; and besides, the former is more 
convenient, being nearer to the entrance into the harbcn: from 
the sea. This town contains about 10,600 inhabitants, and 
most of the houses are new. We were politely received by 
Signior Cypriano, the secretary of state, an intelligent, pleas- 
ant, and hospitable gentleman, who showed us every atten- 
tion in his power. A full account of this place, as well as of 
our most interesting tour in generd, must be reserved for a 
future opportunity — ^we cannot now enter into details. How- 
ever, accompanied by the Signior Cypriano, we visited old 
Goa : this once famous and vast city, which, in its glory, c<m- 
tained not fewer than 150,000 souls, is noW^a descdation ; all 
the common houses, excepting about 30, in ruins, and the 
vast churches and monasteries in a statQ of rapid decay, and 
no funds are possessed adequate to their repair. 

We visited all these prodigious buildings with great inter- 
est, but especially the Inquisition, once sa terrible, but now, 
we rejoice to state, an entire ruin. Though the roof has 
fallen in, and most of its floors are broken down, the doors 
are still kept locked ; but by the orders of our kmd friend, 
M. Cypriano, who never can name it but with . abhorrence, 
the doors were opened, and we had the entire range of the 
wlu^e interior. — Among the establishments yet remaining 
here, is a nunnery, in which are immured about thirty 
femdes. But very few priests and monks are found in any 
of these once splendid establishments ; and in the two cd- 
leges are but a small number of students preparing for the 
priesthood. Popery here, indeed, like its edifices, is^ a mere 
desolation. ^ 
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Having obtained a small vessel, we went on board on the 
22d of April ; we kept close in shore the whole distance, and 
on the 28th landed at Cananore, and were most hospitably 
received by captains Brett and Walsh, two pious and worthy 
individudg. On the 3d of May we proceeded by land to 
Bangalore. We were detained two or three days at Manan- 
ioddy, waiting for the passport, or permit, of the rajah of 
Mysore, to pass through his country, and to use his bearers. 
We. arrived at the city of Mysore on the lOth, and were 

politely entertained by the resident at the rajah's court, 

Cassamajor, Esq, 

We visited Seringapatam, which lies in the road. Mr. 
Hands, it will be recollected, was originally intended to 
labor in this city. Here is a small Christian chapel, and a 
few country-born professors of religion, some of whom, we 
hope, are pious persons. Mr, Pigeon, a pious man, conducts 
the public services on Lord's day, and also supports a small 
school at his own expense. All these persons are connected 
with the gun-carriage manufactory ; and will, with that 
establishment, remove to the neighborhood of Madras, in the 
beginning of the next year, 18^. This city is now so un- 
healthy, that all Europeans have forsaken it. On the 12th 
of May we arrived at 

Bangalore, — T)iis town is situated in the Mysore country, 
in the 13th degree of north latitude, and 77^ 42' east longi- 
tude. This is one ofthe most extensive military cantonments 
in Peninsular India, and will accommodate 8000 troops, in- 
fantry and cavalry. The situation is highly salubrious, not 
being too hot for European constitutions. It is elevated 
above the sea, about 8000 feet. The hot season is very 
moderate, the cold healthy and bracing. Near the Imes is a 
fort of great extent, being a mile in circuit, with strong walls 
and a deep ditch. But as a fort it is neglected, and greatly 
needs repairs. Near the fort is the pettah, or town, of Banga- 
lore, of considerate size, containing a population of from 
25 to 30,000 souls, who speak the Canares^ language. They 
are mostly Hindoos, but a small proportion of them being 
Mahommedans. The swamy-houses (small pagodas — God is 
called Swamy) are numerous; but there is no pagoda of 
great size. Monkeys here are very numerous ; and awarms 
of them are seen on the roofe of the houses, no one disturb- 
ing or in any way molesting them ; but, on the cdiitrary, they 
are regularly fed, and are regarded as citizens^ entided to 
17* 
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toth protactioQ and support The houses are low, and built 
with mud walls, a few brick buildings excepted, with flat 
roo&, made also of mud. The main streets are sufficiently 
wide and regular. On another side of^he cantonment is the 
Bazaar, or Malabar town, inhabited principally by camp- 
ibllowers, and containing a populati<m equal to that of the, 
pettah just named. The houses, as in the former ,^ are built 
with mud walls, but their roofs are thatched and elevated. 
Here the Tamil language is spoken. Hindoostanee is every 
where the vernacular language of the Mahommedans, and is 
spoken in common among themselves ; but they are also ac- 
quainted with the language of the people among whom they 
reside, and speak it with as much correctness and fluency as 
other natives. For missionaries^ therefore, to learn the Hin- ' 
doostanee, for the sake of being understood by the Mahom- 
medans, is generally unnecessary, unless they are wholly 
devoted to their instruction. 

As to the locality of Bangalore, it is highly pleasant. The 
surface of the country is undulated, and consists of many 
hills, of moderate elevation, whose sides are gently slewing. 
The roads around it are very good, and the country pleasant- 
ly wooded, and inclosed in gardens and compounds. Be- 
sides extensive ranges of buildings for barracks, hospitals, 
houses for officers, &/C., there is a good church, well situated, . 
in which the Rev. Mr. Malkin officiates. 

As a missionary station. Bangalore has been much over- 
rated. The Canarese pettah contains, it is true, a large 
population ; but the missionaries have hitherto been excluded 
flrom it, nor have they been allowed to establish -a school in 
it It is not under the government of the Company, but of 
the rajah of Mysore. There are about twenty villages, 
mostly very small, scattered around, to which a missionary 
may have access, and preach in the streets. But it is quite 
understood that the rajah is not favorable to such measures. 
[n these twenty villages may be about 7000 inhabitants. 
The Malabar population promises but a distant prospect of 
usefulness. Few of them are stationary here, excepting the 
people who keep small shops, l^he rest are camp-followers, 
a vagrant race, whose habits render their minds very unsuit- 
able to Christian princij^es and discipline. Nor can much 
benefit be expected from introducing schools among them. 
No sooner have the children learnt their alphabet, than 
they and their parents are removed, and the labcN* is k)0t. 
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Few, either parents or children, are so stationary, here or at 
any other cantonment, as to derive permanent advantage 
£rom either the preaching of the gospel or the operation of 
the school-system. At present we think missionary exertions 
should be directed to the resident population of these coun- 
tries. This district is no doubt highly salubrious, and con- 
ducive to health ; and this is the principal recommendati(m 
of Bangalore as a missionary station. 

There is sometimes a considerable number x>f Eurc^an 
soldiers; but, of course, they attend at the governmentp 
chapel. A few of both officers and privates attend, occasion- 
ally, jthe labors of the missionaries ; — in common circum- 
stancesi seldom more than twelve or fifteen. That so much 
time should have been devoted by the missionaries to Eng- 
lish preaching here, we cannot but at the same time lament 
and condemn. One English service in the week may be 
beneficial, as well to a missionary's own spirit as to those who 
may be disposed to hear him ; no missionary, we think, can 
attempt more, without neglecting the heathen and his own 
legijtimate work ; and this is what we have reconunended to 
the attention of Mr. Campbell. The mission-chapel is a neat, 
small building, and will accommodate about 100, or some- 
thing more. While we were at Bangalore, Mr. Tyerman 
preached every Lord's day evening to crowded congrega- 
tions ; but this affords na criterion by which to judge of the 
stated audience. An English church of four or five mem- 
bers has been organized here ; Ij^ut only one or two of these 
can be regarded as permanent 

Mr. Campbell, we are happy to state, has so far 4M>nquered 
the difficulties of the language, and made such proficiency, 
as to be able to preach fluently in it, and we have reason to 
suppose that he is well understood by the Canarese popula- 
tion ; and his ardent and lively manner inspires the hope that 
he will be a zealous and excellent missionary. On Lord's 
day, in the morning, he conducts a public service in the 
Canarese language, when about fifteen adults and eight or 
ten children attend with apparent, seriousness. The most of 
these, however, it is to be ccmsidered, are his own domestics, 
or persons living upon his own premises. Very few stran- 
gers attend. Besides this service, for the benefit of the 
heathen, Mr. Campbell goes two or three times in the week 
into the villages, where, in the streets, he preaches the gos- 
pel to such as may come to hear. We have seen sixty or 
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seventy in one village ; in another, could scarcely one be 
prevailed upon to listen. In these cases much depends on 
the- head-man of the village, who, knowing the unfavorable 
dispositions of the rajah, wSl seldom fail to exert an influence 
which is hostile to the go^>el. The difference of feeling 
shown in those provinces which are under the English gov- 
ernment, firom what is seen within the range of independent 
dominions, is considerable. In the one case every facility is 
given to missionary efforts, and in the other every obstacle is 
opposed to the propagation of the gospel. 

Mr. Campbell has under his care three men, David, Paul, 
and Sojomon, who appear to be pious and worthy men, and 
possessed of good natural talents, and disposed to be usefiil. 
In examining them as to their piety, attainments, and mo- 
tives, we had. much reason to be satisfied, and to entertain 
the hope that they will be blessings to their countrymen. 
There is, likewise, a youth employed as a reader. All these 
persons go into the villages alone^ or with Mr. Campbell, and 
addrc^ the people on the things of God with much apparent 
ardor, and, we are informed, with great prc^riety. They 
likewise assist in the Lord's day morning service in the 
chapel. They are also employed in visiting and superin- 
tending the schools. These are all supported by the So- 
ciety, and live in Mr. Campbell's compound, in houses which 
have been built for them. In the same compound, is a 
school of ten fine boys, supported by subscription, raised in 
the neighborhood ; but they are all under the care of Mr. 
Campbell and the man just named. At an examination also 
as to their attainments in the Canarese and Tamil languages. 
Catechisms, the Scriptures, &c., we were highly pleaded, 
and found them the most intelligent boys we have met with 
in any school in India. 

Besides this school, Mr. Campbell has very lately raised 
four others among the Malabar popufation ; one for teachiiig 
Hindoostanee, one for Tamil,.one for Teloogoo, and one for, 
Canarese. AJl the children are very small, and little prog- 
ress has been made. The four schools contain about IM 
boys. They are all under the superintendence of Mr. 
Canmbell and his people. 

While we were at Bangalore, we received the most polite 
attentions firom general rritzler, colonel Armstrong, and 
many others of the most respectable inhabitants, to whom 
we are much indebted. Mr. England, a pious and excellent 
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Wesl^an missioinury, resides here, and preaches both in 
EWlish and Tamil. 

SdUm, (New 8taHon,)—^Ky\ng heard much of Uie mis- 
sion at Nagercoil, and having received a very pressing letter 
from Mr. Mault, on oar first arrival at Madras, entreating 
that we would visit that station ; though the distance is 
great, we felt it our duty to proceed thitl^r from Bangalore, 
it being the nearest point from whence we could reach it. 
This would also give us an opportunity of seeing both dui- 
k>n and Combooconum, which appeared to us highly desira- 
ble. We therefore left Bangalore on the 7th of June, to 
reach those distant objects. We passed through the towns 
of Ooeore, Ryacottah, and Oomaloor, and on the l/^th of 
the same month arrived at 

8dUm, — We particularly notice this place, the name of 
which, it is probable, is not known to you, because it has, 
in consequence of our visit, become one of the Society's 
new missionary stations in this peninsula. Salem is the 
name of a large town, and also one of the most extensive 
and populous collectorates in India. The town is situated 
in about N. lat 12'' 0", and E. long. TQ*" 0", in the midst of 
an extensive, rich, and beautifiil plain, which is nearly sur- 
rounded by elevated and romantic hills, which rise from this 
l^ain at the distance of about seven miles from the town. 
Within this basin are innumerable villages, containing a pop- 
ulation of about one hundred thousand souls, all at a mod- 
erate distance from the town. This town consists of two 
parts, at the distance of about half a mile from each other, 
and contains a very large population. The whole cdlector- 
1^, which is almost as extensive as Scotland, contains a 
population of nearly a million and a quarter, over whom the 
Brahmins have but little comparative influence. The Ro- 
man Catholics are nomerous. At the town of Salem is a 
civil establishment, consisting of a collector, a judge, with a 
Zinab«ourt, sab«ollector, a medical gentleman, &c. The 
coUeetor is at the head of this establishment, and is, in fact, 
the governor of this large dominion, and next in dignity to 
the governor of the presidency. M. D. Cockburn, Esq., 
Stom. Scotland, a gentleman of great respectability, is the 
present collector. We were invited to take up our abode at 
his mansion, where we were received with the most aflec- 
tionate and Christian hospitality, and spent a week. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cockburn are decided friends to the pause of the 
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Redeemer and of missions, and both eitpressed an ardent 
desire that we would send a missionary to labor at that place, 
assuring us, at the same time, that Jf we did, nothing should 
be wanting on their part, to promote both his usefulness and 
his happiness. They had already established schools in the 
immediate vicinity, containing about 2300 children, into all 
of which the Scriptures and Christian books had been intro- 
duced. Mr. Cockbum proposed, in case of a missionary's 
settling there, to place all these schools immediately and en- 
tirely under his direction. He «aid also that there was a 
convenient house, well situated, which could be either pur- 
chased or rented at a moderate rate. The situation is like- 
wise as salubrious as any part of India. All things consid- 
ered, Salem, as a missionary station, is not surpassed in im- 
portance by any one in India ; and there are but few, if any, 
its equals, both for extent of sphere, and fer prcnnise of bodi 
happiness and usefulness. 

Providentially the expected brethren arrived at Madras be- 
fore the meeting of the committee took place ; and all that 
were destined lor distant places we recommended should re- 
main till afler the brethren had assembled. At that time 
we assigned our reascms fer wishing to alter the destination 
of Mr. Henry Crisp, from Cuddapah, with which we were 
well acquainted, and jeoommended to Uie committee that Mr. 
Crisp should settle at Salem. This met with the unanimous 
approbation of both Mr. Crisp himself and all the brethren; 
and as soon as the bumness of the meeting was over, and as 
Mr. C. could make his arrangements, he, with Mrs. Cri^, 
lefl Madras for Salem, where they would arrive about the 
25th of October^ and where, we doubt not, they would meet 
with the most cordial and affectionate reception fit>m Mr. 
and Mrs. Cockburn, to whose house they were invited, till 
they could complete their arrangements in theur own house. 
We think Mr. aild Mrs. Henry Crisp exceedingly well suit- 
ed to the situation. The language spdi:en at Salem is Ta- 
mil, in which Mr. Crisp is making req>ectable progress. 
What he knew of Teloogoo is of use to him in acquiring 
the Tamil, and so is not lost by the change of destination. ' 

We expressed a wish, before we left Mr, Cockbum's hoMse, 
to see some of the schools which he had raised. He polite- 
ly sent a messenger immediately to a few of the nearest of 
the masters, to bring their pupUs to his house, and in a few 
hours 500 children, as fine boys as any in India, were as- 
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•embled, to whom a great number of books, all Christian, 
were distributed, and received with the greatest delight. 

One English service on Lord's day viSl be expected from 
Mr. Crisp. Two of the students firom Cananore are to be 
placed under Mr. Crisp's care, and to assist him in his work 
there. This collectorate is 150 miles in length, by 100 miles 
in breadth, a rich and fertile country. 

Loaded with the affectionate hospitality of this worthy 
&mily, we took our leave of them on the 19th of June, to 
proceed to Cluilon by way of Coimbetoor. Meeting with 
colonel Hazelwood, from whom we had received many kind 
attentions upon the road, and who is well acquainted with 
this country, he strongly recommended us to go across the 
Nilgherry HiUs, as that was the shortest direction to Cluilon. 
He delivered to us a message from J. Sullivan, Esq., cdlec- 
tor of the Coimbetoor district, and who resides upon those 
hills, in which he sent the most pressing invitationv to his 
house, We resolved to take that road, ascended the moun- 
tains, and met with a Christian welcome firom Mr. Sullivan 
and his pious family. -But our disappointment was great, on 
being informed by Mr. S. that the monsoon had just set in, 
and raged so furioudy along the coast of Malabar, that it 
was utterly impossible for us to reach Quilon, from the state 
of the river, die. We were therefore obliged to abandon 
the hope of visiting Quilbn^ to retrace some of our steps, 
and to proceed to Nagercoil by way of Madura and Palam- 
cottah. We spent four days under the roof of this excellent 
man, who resides on the top of the Nilgherry Hills, at 
Optakamund, which is 3000 feet above the level of the sea, 
and so cold that we were inconvenienced by it, and antict- 

SLted our return to the heated plains below with pleasure, 
ut, though we were disappointed in our object, two import- 
ant ends were gained by this visit: First, we ascertained 
the climate of these hills, which have been but lately knowh 
to Europeans, and which has been recommended as highly 
important to such European invalids as have been debilitated 
by a residence in these sultry climes. And we are of opin- 
ion that no missionary in these countries, laboring under 
such debility, should ever return to England, when the re- 
covery of his health is the only object, till he has paid a visit 
to these hills, where he will find a climate so much resem- 
bling that of England, as to justify the hope that such cases 
of disease as would be benefited by the one, would be as 
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much 80 by the other. In our farewell-letter to the mission- 
aries of India, a copy of which' accompanies these f epcMts, 
we have expressed out adrice on this topic ; to these sen- 
timents we beg to refer you. The second object gained by 
this visit is the prospect of establishing another new mis- 
sion at 

Coimbetoor, — ^This word also applies to both the Elector- 
ate over which Mr. Sullivan officiates, and also to the capi- 
tal of it, a large town, containing 15,000 souls, situated in 
N. lat. 10** 56', and E. long. 77** 6'. 

Though we passed through the district, we had not an op- 
portunity of seeing the town. But, according to Mf . Sulli- 
van's account, it contains the above population ; it is a neat, 
pleasant, and healthy place. As at Salem, there is a civil 
establishment, consisting of the same description of officers. 
This coUectofate joins that of Salem to the east, and they 
are separated from each other by the river Cavery. It ifr 
very rich, something smaller as to extent than Salem, and 
contains a population of 800,000, who are but little under 
Brahminicd influence. 

On the 30th of June we took leave of this pious and ex- 
cellent family ; next day descended the mountain, and pro- 
ceeded for Madura, through Avernashe; crossed the river 
Noil ; passed through the towns of Dawrapooram and Din- 
digore, which is a large place, and would be an important 
mission-station, forty miles from Madura. This is also a 
large town, and would be a very desirable missimi-station. 
Here is a civil establishment; Mr. Peter is the collectm*, a 
gentleman remarkable for his hospitality ; we halted a short 
time at his house to obtain bearers, and proceeded f6r Pa- 
lamcottah, and on the 20th of July arrived at Nagercoil, 
and were joyfully received 'by Mr: and Mrs. Mead, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Mault. Being now within a short distance from 
duilon, and the road to it through Travancore being prac^ 
ticable, we thought it advisable to set off immediately for 
duilon, and pay our visit at Nagercoil on our return. Mr. 
Mault kindly accompanied us, and we passed through Tri- 
vanderam and Anjengo, and arrived at duilon on the 25th 
of July, and put up at the mission-house. 

Quthn is a town situated on a flat and low ground on 
the sea-shore, in lat. N. 9^, and long. E. 76** SO'. This is 
not the place which formerly bore the name, but is compara- 
tively modern. The ancient duilon is situated two miles up 
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the const to the north ; it is also on the sea-coast, and is now 
almost forsaken. Here was a strong fort boih by the Fortis- 
guese, but it is now entirdiy destroyed. When the English 
took possession of the town, they blew up this fort Near 
the site of the same is the ancient town, situated in a grove 
of cocoa-nut and other trees. In its prime it was a consid- 
erable place, and laid out in regular streets, which are stM 
to be seen. But few of the houses are yet standings and in 
habited, and only two of the churches are now used fer 
public worship. Nothing of impcMctance is to be seen in this 
place, only the ruins indicating its former dignity. Between 
it and the present duilon is the palace of the Divcm, who 
is the prime minister of the TraTancore government. Sev- 
eral small pagodas are to be seen, but none of much im- 
portance, excepting the carpenter's pagoda, which is a pretty 
extensive and curious building, in the style pf lurchitecture 
which is peculiar to Travancore. The town is a scattered 
place, consisting of several streets and bazaars, under the 
shade of tree^s. The south side of the town b occupied by the 
barracks for the accommodation of native troops, which are offi** 
cered by Englishmen. Here is an English £|»scopal chapel, 
in which the Rev. Mr. Spring officiates, who is a pious and 
excellent man. The house of the resident is near the town. 
It is a large and handsome house, with a spacious lake, 
called the Backwater, in front. Colcmel Morison is ihe 
present resident, a man of high character and respectability. 
Dr. Macauley is the medical gentleman, possessed of great 
kindness, hospitable feelings, and piety. A deep and well- 
formed cimal runs between the town and the s^a, and is 
nearly finished. It is made by the Travancore government, 
and extends a considerable distance. 

The population of duilon, and the numerous small vil- 
lages near it, amounts to about 40,000, and not more, ac- 
cording to the statements of the most intelligent. The Mar 
layalim language^ is that which is most generally spoken, 
though the Tamil is also spoken by a consid^able number 
The medical men speak of the whole kingdom of Travan- 
core as being healthy, though the atmosphere is humid, and 
the country has been occasionally visited by cholera. 

The mission-premises are well situated for health and the 
^ea-breezes, being close to the beach. The compound is 
large and good, and contains two habitable bungalows, and 
several out-houijes, in one of which a school is kept. Mr. 

VOL. in. IS 
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Ashton resides in one of the bungalows ; the other will, we 
presume, be occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, who were 
to sail firom Madras two or three days after we left it, to' go 
to this station. 

In this mission are nine boys' schools, containing 450 
children, and one of girls, in which there are twenty-seven 
pupib, very lately commenced. On examining these schools, 
two or three of which were too remote for us to reach, we had 
much reason to be satisfied ; and we found them in as good 
a condition as schools in general in India. Many of the 
boys read well, and are acquainted with Watts's First and 
Second Catechisms. But little could be expected from the 
girls. The Malayalim and Tamil languages are taught in 
the schools. 

Here are four readers and assistants, of whose piety Mr. 
Ashton speaks favorably. They are well employed in visitr 
ing the schools, and in going to the villages around, of which 
fifty are visited by them, where they reful the Scriptures to 
the pecple, and converse with them on the great Uiings of 
Gk>d. One of the schoolmasters, whose name is Chrishna, 
has given pleasing evidence of having cordially embraced 
the gospel. He is one of the readers now. These readers, 
and all the schoolmasters, Mr. Ashton meets at his own 
house every Saturday, for the purpose of instructing and 
conversing with them. 

Mr. Ashton visits all the schools that are near five times 
each every month, and those that are distant twice. He 
catechises the children; and in going and returning, he 
converses with such persons as he meets with on the road. 

English preaching has not been introduced here by the 
missionaries ; but there are thirty, sometimes forty^ natives, 
to whom Mr. Ashton preaches, and to whom he reads the 
Scriptures, d&c., and he has reason to hope well of several 
of them. Some of the children at the schoolr have given 
pleasing evidence that the sacred &uths which they have 
been taught have had some power on their minds, for they 
have refused to go and gather flowers for the idols of their 
parents. 

Mr. Ashton, you are aware, is a countey-bom young man. 
. He appears to 'be decidedly pious, and entirely devoted to 
his work. 

When at Quilon we were not more than twenty-four hours 
from Cotym, and the Syrian churches, which have excited 
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80 lirely nn interest among Christians in England; and, be- 
ing aware that the worthy Church missionaries there were 
desirous of seeing us, and that our having seen those Chris- 
tians would be highly gratifying to you all, we reserved to 
pay them a short visit. Dr. Macauley lent us his boat ; we 
proceeded- up the Backwater, a series of lakes running par- 
allel with the sea-shore northward, and seventy-five miles 
from duilon, and arrived next day. Our pious and excel- 
lent friends received us with all die cordiality and joy of 
brethren and sisters, and showed us no small, kindness. We 
saw all that was possible for the short tim^ of our visit, both 
of the state of these churches, and of this mission among 
them : we shall give you a general idea, in as few words as 
we can. The whole Syrian population in Travadcore 
amounts to 13,000 families, perhaps about 70,000 individu- 
als. They have fifly-five churches still in their hands ; the 
mipists have appropriated several of others to themselves. 
These churches, in general, resemtJe the parish churches 
of our own country, though of coui^ they are of various 
sizes, and differ much as to the style of architecture. Some 
of them are respectable buildings, and of a considerable ex- 
tent. They have neither pews nor benches inside. At the 
east end there is a kind of altar, with steps, on which a cross 
is placed, and tapers lighted in time of worship. Their 
mode of worship strongly resembles that of the Armenian 
churches, and strikingly approaches, in different ceremo- 
nies, those of the church of Rome. Though they have 
crosses in their churches, there is no cruci&L, nor carved 
image. The service is. read in the Syriac language, of 
which the people know nothing ; and but few of the Ci^e- 
nars are acquainted with it. The Catenars are the priests. 
Here is no preaching, and nothing in the whole service for 
their edification, but a short extract from one of the Goi^ls, 
which is read in the Malayalim language, which is the lan- 
guage of these Syrian Christians. Of course they are in a 
state of the most wretched ignorance. In fact, these churches 
are but so many limbs of popery, fix>m which, as to doctri- 
nal sentiment, they do not essentially differ. , The Church 
missionaries have for their object the introduction of the 

Sure gospel among these benighted Christians. The Rev. 
Ir. Bayley is engaged in translating and printing the Scrip- 
tures in the Malayalim language, and lias made considerable 
progress. The Rev. Mr. Doran is at the head of the college. 
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in whaich are fiftj-one stodents and stout bc^s ; twenty-eig^ 
of these are intended to be Oatenars. On examining all, 
the pupifai in mathematics, Latin, Greek, English, &c, &c., 
we found diem in a very reputable state of proficiency. The 
college4railding is large and commodious, and there is in it 
a valuable Kbrary. The Rev. Mr. Baker is at the, head of 
the school-system. Here is a sort of grammarnschool, in 
which are sixty boys ; from these are selected students for 
the cc^lege. We found them also in an excellent state. Be- 
sides this there are fifty-five other schools, containing about 
1000 children of the Syrian Christians, in different parts of 
die country. Both the college and the schools are conduct- 
ed on principles which are decidedly evangelical, to which 
the Metropolitan does not object. He was from home, but 
we saw his substitute and representative. Of all the Gate-, 
nars, there is but one, a young man, who appears to be truly 
pious. Mr. Bayley has been permitted occasionally to 
preach in the churches ; and a good understanding appears 
to exist between the missionaries, and the Metropolitan and 
Oatenars. 

Of these missioniuries, with Mrs. Bayley and Mrs. Baker, 
we cannot speak too highly. They are truly pious, and 
breathe an etcellent i^^nt ; and ai^ar to be greatly devoted 
to their difficult work. Mrs. Baker has one school of fine 
Syrian girls under her care. A church is about to be built 
here, in which the gospel will be preached, and all the stu- 
dents will attend there. The missionaries have service in 
their own houses on Lord's day, after the manner of the 
Church of En^and. We were greatly interested in this 
mission, which we trust will be instrumental of great good, 
though we fear that its operations will be slow, and the hopes 
of good are distant. Persons more suited to the undertaking 
ooidd scarcely have been found by the Church Missionary 
Society. The houses of the missionaries are excellent, their 
situations beautiftil, and the neighboring locality exceedingly 
rich and fine. 

We returned to Quilon^ and firom thence we proceeded 
back again to Nagercoil by the road we came, and rested for 
bearers at 

Triv(mderaM, — ^This is the capital of the kingdom of 
Travancore. It is situated about mid-way between Nager- 
cml and duilon, and is about forty miles distant from each 
)^ace, on the main road which leads from the one to the 
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Other, and within a mile of the sea-shore. It is an extcnsiTe 
city, with wide streets, the houses standing, in general, in 
separate compounds, and^ have a respectable appearance. 
The style of architecture is peculiar to this country, and the 
papulation must be very considerable, though we were not able 
to form or obtain an estimate. The neighborhood is likewise 
populous, and abounds with villages. The ranee's palace is 
here, an extensive building, near which is a large pagoda ; 
the rest in this city are generally small. Near the city is the 
house of the resident; when here he takes up his abode 
there. On the same side of the city are the barracks for 
the native troops, all the principal officers of which are also 
Englishmen. IJere is also a medical gentleman. Dr. Povan, 
a respectable and kind man, who attends on the ranee and 
the young rajahs. Cocoa-nut trees and palmyras grow in 
every part of the city, and the houses enjoy the benefit of 
their shade. An artificial canal extends firom the lower part 
of the city, runs parallel with the, shore, and forms a commu- 
nication with the extensive Backwater, which stretches down 
to Angengo. 

Mr. Mead having returned to Nagercoil, the presence of 
Mr. Miller was not needed at that mission ; and, being anxious 
to make the most of his valuable talents, we recommended 
to him, and to the brethren, that he should take up his resi- 
dence and commence a new mission at Trivanderam, and 
be joined by Mr. Ashton from Quilon, which would render 
the new mission at Trivanderam immediately efficient, ao fsur 
as to enable Mr. Miller to commeiAce operations before he 
has accomplished the acquisition of the language, which is 
principally the Malayalim.* We lefl Trivanderam on the 
5th of August, and the next day arrived at 

Nagercoil, or Nagracoil This name comes from Nagur, 
a serpent ; and coil or covil, a church, or place of worship. 
There is an ancient Hindoo pagoda here,, at which the ser- 
pent is worshipped. This village, surrounded by several 
others very near, is situated not far from the southern ex- 
tremity of the ghauts, or mountains, which extend through 
this peninsula from north to south, near the western coast. 
It is also near to the southern extremity of the kingdom of 
Travancore, and fourteen miles north from Cape Comorin. 

* Some circumstances have occurred, since the departure of the 
deputation from India, which hav^ induced the missionaries in Travan- 
core to decline, for the present, commencing a misrion at Trivanderam. 

18* 
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It is in lat. N. 8* 12' and kmg. E. TT 31'. The ftK« of thi^ 
country around is well-^wooded, sliffhtly undulated, and riclr ' 
in weltwttcred paddy-grounds. The lofty, abrupt, and pic- 
tnresq[ne ghauts are seen to the eastward, extending to the 
north and south as Ikr as the eye can reach. The scenery 
is highly romantic and beautiful. The vicinity of Nager- 
coil is very populous. The inhabitants are Brahmins, gold- 
smiths, shopkeepers, weavers, carpenters, shcamars (or the 
climbers of the palmjrra-trees), &c. The pagoda above re- 
ferred to is the only one here of considerable size ; the rest 
are very numerous, but small, and are called swamy-houses, 
at which idols are worshipped Which the very peopled who 
pay them homage call Pishasha (or devils). Idolatry appears 
throughout Travancore in a more primitive form, and less 
deteriorated, than in any other part of India ; and the Brah- 
mins were more particular in excluding us from their idd- 
temples. 

The kingdom of Travancore possesses still a nominal itr 
dependence, and is under the government of a ranee, or 
queen, who is regent for her nephew, who will be of age to 
ascend the thro9e in about a year. Trivanderam is the coi- 
tal city. There is the ranee's palace, and the seat of gov- 
ernment. The government, though Hindoo, is singularly 
liberal ; and has, from the earliest ages, granted free tolera- 
tion to other religions, as the continuance of the Syrian 
churches demonstrates. The government has never of^x)6ed 
any difficulties in the wa^ of our missionaries. The Roman 
Catholics are numerous in Travancore ; and their churches 
extend along the sea-shore, at the distance of two or three 
miles from each other. So much attention is paid by the 
government to the freedom and to the rights of Christians, 
of all denominations in common, that every court of justice 
is provided with a Christian judge, who may belong to any de- 
nomination — ^Protestant, Syrian, or Roman Catholic. Colonel 
Morison is the English resident at the court This gentle- 
man bears a high character as a man and as a soldier ; a 
character which is still more exalted by its being associated 
with the principles of Christianity. 

The kingdom of Travancore, nearly the whole length of 
which we have travelled, forms one of the most rich and 
beautiful parts of Peninsular India. Nearly all the soil which 
b susceptible of it is in a high state of cultivation; the dry 
soils being planted with palmyra-trees, which abound towards 
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the south, and ^hich yield toddy, from which jaggety (or 
coarse sugar) is made ; the middle and northern parts bear- 
ing cocoa-nut trees, which yi^ld similar products. The low 
and well-watered grounds are cultivated for rice, or paddy, 
which they produce in great abundance. The heat is moder- 
ate. The buildings, both sacred and common, the customs 
and manners of the people, their dress and ornaments, &c., 
have a greater appearance of antiquity, like their idolatry, 
and seem to have undergone less change from foreign asso- 
ciations, than those of any other psut of Hindostan. 

No accurate oei!isus has been taken to ascertain the popi>- 
lation of this country ; but, from the best information whic|i we 
could obtain, it contains about one million and a half. Of 
these from sixty to seventy thousand are Syrian Christians. 
Three thousand are Protestants. Of the number of Roman 
Catholics, and of the Jews at Comorin, we can obtain no 
account. All the rest are Hindoos, whose sentimenjts, as to 
their mythology, and their rites and ceremonies, do not 
differ essentially from those of the Hindoos in other parts of 
India. 

The choice of Nagercoil as a missionary station, is the 
most desirable in the whole of Travancore, as it is v by far 
the most populous, about twopthirds of the entire population 
of the kingdom residing south of Trivanderam, between that 
city and Cape Comorin, distant from each other fifty-four 
miles, over the whole of which your missionaries have ex- 
tended their labors, having schools or chapels, for preaching 
the word of lifo, scattered over the whole of this part of the 
country, in which they are operating the most important 
results. 

The missicmary establishment is near the village of Na- 
gercoil, and consists of two good dwelling-houses, ^e one 
of which is occupied by Mr. M^ad, the other by Mr. Mault ; 
a large school-room, for the boys' seminary, at one end of 
which Mr. Cumberland, with his wife and family, resides-— 
this is used at present as a chapel ; a girls' school-ro(»n ; a 
printing-office, tolerably furnished with printing-materials ; a 
ffthdawn (or store-house), and several small cottages, some 
of which are pretty good, for the accommodation of the sei^ 
vants of the establishment. They are building a chi4)el of 
great size ; the walls, of good bricks, are about half the 
height intended. The dimensions of this building are en- 
tire—length 128 feet — ^width 70 feet. The length includes 
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two large Yestries at one end ; at the other end is a plat- 
Ibnn of solid stone-work, extending twenty feet» intended 
kxt a portico for the principal entrance. So far as it is done, 
the building is sul^tanti?d and the workmanship good; the 
whole foundation is of the sienitic rock, a species of granite. 
The size of the structure, in our <^inipn« is too extensive ; 
and we have suggested some alterations, which will be both 
a saving of expense, and contribute to the c<Mnfort of the 
place. The whole mission-compound includes ^bout six 
acres of ground, in a dry and healthy situation. The direct- 
ors will recollect that the house in which Mr. Mead resides 
was presented to the mission by the late resident, colonel 
Munro. The house occupied by Mr. Mault was b^llt at his 
own expense, and is a very good one. It cost him £250 ; 
but we have made an arrangement with Mr. Mault, in conse- 
quence of which it now belongs to the Society. 

Though we spent but a little more than a fortnight at this 
most interesting station, we visited nearly every school, and 
had the people assembleid at almost every chapel, and had an 
opportunity of examining and conversing with them. In 
order to accomplish this, we were obliged to separate ; one 
of us was accompanied through the eastern division by Mr. 
Mault, the other through the western by Mr. Mead. In the 
former are fourteen chapels, ten of which are good and com- 
fortable buildings ; and one more is to be immediately erected 
. by the funds from St Petersburg. Here are also thirty-six 
schools, containing 1304 children, some of which are girls, 
besides the girls' school at Nagercoil, under the care of Mrs. 
Mault, in which are forty fine girls, twelve of whom learn to 
make Jace — ^making in all 1344 children ; one schoolmaster 
to each school. In this division are 1410 professing Chris- 
tians — ^men, women, and children, 440 of whom have been 
baptized. To this eastern division belong seventeen native 
teachers and catechists. The seminary contains thirty-one 
boys and youths, who belong to the same division. These 
are to be added to the former amount, making a total of 1375 
children and youths under constant religious instruction. 
The central chapel at Nagercoil, not finished, belongs to the 
eastern mission. 

In the western division are twenty-one schools, containing 
541 children, some of whom are girls ; one schoolmaster to 
eacn sphool. To this divitsion sixteen native teachers are 
attached. Here are 1441 native Christians, ninety-five of 
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whom have been bapti2ed. Here are dso twelve ch^»el», 
ten of which are good buildings, the other two are under ioi- 
proTements and enlargements. One more chapel is to be 
erected at the town of Travancore, near Mr. Mead's house, 
by the money sent from Russia. 

The eastern and western divisions contain, together, twen- 
ty-«ix chapels; fifty-nine schools, including seminary and 
girls' school; ninety-five schoolmasters, and Mr. Cumber- 
land, who is over the sefhinary, with some > monitors ; 1891 
children under Christian instruction; thirty-four native 
teachers; 2850 native Christians, 536 of whom have been 
baptized — about a hundred of whcin q>pear to be truly pious 
characters. 

So sooh as Mr. Mead removes into his new house, and the 
two missions are formed, it is the intention of the brethren 
to form two churches of native converts who belong to each 
mission. 

We had several opportunities of seeing all the native 
teachers, as they assembled once a week at Nagercoil to re- 
port to the brethren their labors, to receive instruction, and 
seek encouragement and admonition, such as it may be 
Beemed necessary to give. Nearly the whole, it is hoped, 
are pious and consistent men, and efficient laborers, possessed 
of good common sense, and a competent knowledge of the- 
ology. Thay appear to be much devoted to their work, and 
we had every reason to be satisfied with their qualifications 
and their labors. They a^e essential auxiliaries to this vast 
and extended mission. With them is the superinteiidence 
of the schools, which they visit several times every week ; 
and this they are enabled to do, as they all reside in the vil- 
lages at which they labor, and where the schools are. They 
likewise assemble the people in the chapels on Lord's days, 
and other occasions, and read and explain to them the word 
of God; and go firom house to hcmse, catechising men, 
wpmen, and children ; a goodly number having turned fi-om 
their dumb idols to serve the living God ; this is, indeed, 
generally speaking, but in profession ; yet a considerable 
number, it is hoped, with the whole heart. We were de- 
lighted, on several occasions, to see congregations of 500 
persons assembled in some of the chapels, decently clad, and 
conducting themselves, in the .house of God, with the great- 
est decorum and propriety. The schools we found, in gener- 
al, in good condition, the children making rapid progress, 
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ai well the children oi the heathen as thoae of Christian 
parents. On the average, five or six in each school read the 
Scriptnres in the Tamil language ; about fifteen or twenty 
repeat catechisms, and answered such plain questions as we 
proposed to them on the meaning (^ S^ipture, and the gen- 
eral principles of Christianity. The girls' school, under the 
care of Mrs. Mauh (of whom we cannot ^>eak too highly), 
is in an excellent state, and does her exertions much credit. 
Twelve of these girls learn to make lace, some of which is 
exceedin^y.well done. The children in this school, and 
that call^ the seminary, both on the premises, are entirely 
supported, clothed, fed, and educated, from the inroceeds of 
land given for this purpose, and the sale of the lace made by 
the girls. The seminary contains (as mentioned above) 
thirty-one boys, mostly small, a few approaching manhood. 
These latter may soon be usefiil to the mission, as readers or 
schodmasters. Two or three know English pretty well. 
This institution is In a good state. The printing-establish- 
ment appears to be conducted with efficiency. Some native 
youths are employed in it. 

We are most highly gratified with the state of tile general 
aspect of this mission. The whole is exceedingly encourag- 
ing, and ought to awaken our most fervent gratitude and 
praise to a gracious God. There is nothing, as far as^we 
have seen, equal to it in all India, and we were strongly^re- 
minded of what we had so often witnessed in the South Seas. 

We left Nagercoil on the 20th of August to return to 
Madras by way of Combooconum, in order to see the state 
of things there. Mr. Rhenius, of Palamcottah, kindly came 
to Nagercoil in order to accompany us to that place, and to 
show us on the road some of the congregations connected 
with that interesting mission, which is in connection with the 
Church Missionary Society, and whose extreme boundary, to 
the southward, touches the Nagercoil mission. We reached 
Palamcottah the next night. The general features of this 
mission strikingly resemble those of NagercoH, while all the 
brethren of both are afifecticmately united. Here is a church 
of considerable size, in which Mr. Rhenius had assembled 
a numerous congregation, fix>m the villages around, to meet 
us, and where we had an opportunity of addressing them on 
the great change in the islands of the South Seas. There 
are in connection with this mission thirty-one native teach- 
ers, who preach the gospel in 106 villages, in which 756 ftun- 
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flies ha?e embraced Christianity, which contain 2557 men, 
women, and children, 257 of whom have been baptized — 
all heathen, &c. ; thirty ^children of native Christians ; about 
170 of the above, it is hoped, are pious ; eighteen schoc^s, con- 
taining 384 boys and nineteen ^irls ; thirty girls in the free- 
school ; thirty boys in the seipmary,. training to be readers ; 
and thirty boys in the central school, intended to be school- 
masters. 

Mr. Rhenius is assisted by Mr. Schmidt — two truly excel- 
lent men, and devoted missionaries, to whom, and their wor- 
th/ wives and friends, we are much indebted for the greatest 
possible hospitality. 

We left Palamcottah on the 24th of August, where Mr. 
Mead had joined us, to accompany us to Madras, in order to 
attend the district committee-meeting, which had been fixed 
for the 18th of September. We arrived at Madura again on 
the 29th. At this city there is one of the most extraordinary 
pagodas in all India. Its archite<;^ure is surprising, and its 
extent is ybt^ large, occupying, probably, six times the ground 
that St Paul's pf London does. This would be a promising 
missionary station, and we hope that it will be occupied ere 
l<mg. A missionary would be well received there by the 
English families. We arrived at Trichinopoly on the 3d of 
September, and were politely received by Mr. Judge Bird 
and his lady, at whose house the late lamented bishop Heber 

% met his death. This is a military as well as civil establish- 
ment. Mr. Wright is a pious clergyman. Here is a mis- 
nonary belmiging to the Christian Knowledge Society. We 
reached Tanjore on the 5th, and were kindly received i)y 
Mr. Kohlhoff and Mr. Hanbro, and their ladies. They b^ 
long to the same venerable Society. Here the eminent 
Schwartz labored for many years ; but the glory is departed. 
No vital religion is to be found in any of the native priests, 
or people. The caste is allowed to exist among them. This 

. canker-worm, identified with the spirit of the world, has 
destroyed every thing resembling genuine religion — only the 
form is left. There is, however, a promising school of 180 
boys and girls, under the management of the above two wor- 
thy men here. We had a very interesting interview with the 
rajah and his son, through the kindness of the resident, cap- 
tain Fyfe, to whose politeness, as well as to the hospitality 
of captain Tweedie and his lady, we are much indebted. 
On the 8th we arrived at 



Digitized by 



Google 



2^ MiflftuiiNS IN south: UaHA. 

Cambooeomm. — ^Thk town is situate on the banks of the 
river Cavary, which directs its fertilizing ctmrse through the 
rich and beautiful dbtrict of Tanjore, the most fertile in all 
Peninsular India. The town is large, and contains four or 
five ancient and extensive pagodas ; this town was once the 
capital of the Carnatic. These pagodas are extensively 
endowed, and hence the town ccmtains a great number of 
Brahmins, who subsist on their revenues. 3esides these, 
there are many small pagodas and swamy-houaes, and sever- 
al large tanks, one of which is regarded by the Hindoois as 
possessing great sanctity. The neighborhood is crowded 
with large and populous villages. Here is a civil establish- 
ment ; and a sub-collector, judge, and doctor, reside in the 
vicinity of the town. The pcpulation of the town and imme- 
diate neighborhood is not known, but cannot be less than 
30,000. 

Mr. Mead resided here, you are aware, for about two years, 
as a missionary, for the benefit of his health. He raised 
subscriptions for the purpose of erecting ach^iel for the ben- 
efit of the natives. This chapel was nearly comfJeted at the 
time he lefl, wanting only the doors and windows. Its di- 
mensions are fifly feet by thirty, sufficiently neat and good 
for the purposes intended. 

Mr. Mead had raised several schools in the town and 
neighborhood, but when he left he gave them all up, except- 
ing six, which contain 210 children, some of whom we saw 
and examined. These schools he placed under the sup«rin^ 
tendence of three native teachers, who are employed not 
only in this work, but also in reading the Scriptures to their 
countrymen, and especially in watching over a few native 
converts in a neighboring village. 

This is a very important missionary station, and wor- 
thy of the Society V attention, and we much regret that it 
should be lefi destitute ; but hope that ere long it will be 
occupied. / 

Combooconum is situated in 11^ N. lat. and 79° 2iV 
£. lopg. 

We left Combooconum ,on thes 11th of September, and 
passed through Miavaram. This is one cff the stations of 
the Church Missionary Society, and the residence of their 
missionary, the Rev. Mr. Earenbruck ; we spent the day wkh 
him and his lady, who are truly pious and excellent persona 
Here is a chapel, and about thirty professing Christiana, six 
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of whom are assistants in the mission. Tliere are, in the 
neighborhood, thirty schools, containing 1734 children. Mr. 
B. has been here Irat a year and a half, and ki a devoted and 
laborious man. We left Miavaram, and reached Tranqtiebar 
the next day, where we were received with great kindness 
and hospitality by the Rev. Dr. Cammeron and his family. 
Dr. Cammeron is the Danish missionary. . The Danish mis- 
sion there is in the same deplorable condition as that of Tan- 
jore, and from the same cause. We passed through Chillum- 
bram, and arrived at Cuddalore. The Rev. Mr. Rawscm 
resides here, who is a missionary from the Christian Knowl^ 
edge Society ; but religion is at a very low ebb. On the 
l(Hh we reached Pondicherry, a French settlement, a large 
handsome town, with several Roman Catholic churches, and 
no religion. On the 18th we halted for the night at Sadras, 
a Dutch settlement, almost forsaken and in ruins. Next day 
we visited the Seven Pagodas, a place famous for Hindoo 
sculpture, and on the 26th reached Madras in health and 
safety. The review of this journey fills us with thankfulness. 
Its entire extent was about 3,000 miles ; travelled, scHnetimat 
by day, under a homing sun ; at odier times by night, exposed 
to the chills and ^ews ; the whole of it through a heathen 
land, unprotected, often sleeping in our palanquins on the 
open roads, or in the streets ; when we rested, it was often 
in dirty and inconvenient chowltries; we passed through 
dense jungles, exposed to wild beasts and fevers, often sub- 
sisting on poor fare; — yet, O the goodness of God ! always 
in perfect health, enjoying a large share of happiness, meet- 
ing with the greatest possible hospitality at everv station 
where we found our countrymen. In addition to all this, we 
have the pleasing hope that our journey has been of some 
service to the best of causes, and the means of promoting the 
prosperity of all the different missions, and the interests of 
pure and undefiled religion. But here it becomes us to be 
silent, and only to say. Not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but 
to thif name be an the glory! 

All the brethren having assembled at Madras, as w^ll those 
who had just arrived from England, and whom we had ad- 
vised to remaui till after the meeting, as those who are set- 
tled in different parts of the inresidency, exceptinff Messrs. 
MauH, Gordon, Dawson, Taylor (of Bejgaum), and Howell, 
we assemUed for business the morning after our arrivd ai 
Madras. The meetings continued every day, excepting 

VOL. III. 19 



Digitized by 



Google 



SIS MIMIONB.IN SOUTH INDIA. 

Lord's days, hr six or seven hours, for a fortnight, and were 
conducted with the greatest propriety, in the most becoming 

r' rit, and hishly to our satisfaction. Erery subject received 
most deliberate and impartial consideration. 
We shall now proceed to a report of the mission at 
Madrcu, — Madras, including Fort St. George, Black 
Town, Triplicane, St. Thome, Royapettah, Persewaukum, 
Vepery, Royapooram, with some other villages near, contains 
a vast population, estimated by some at 100,000, and by 
bihers at three times that number. The greatest proportion 
are Hindoos ; here are, besides MahommcSans, Persees, £u- 
rq>eans, and people from almost all nations ; a mixed multi 
tude.' The Europeans, in general, reside in the neighbor- 
hood of Madras, in what are called garden-houses, many of 
which are excellent, and beautifully situated, in the middle 
of theil" respective compounds, and surrounded by elegant ' 
shrubberies. These houses extend to the distance of six or 
seven miles from the ibrt. They are occupied by the ol^ 
iicers of government, military gentlemen, merchants, and 
tradesmen. The fort is, no doubt, one of the finest in the 
world. The palace of the governor is a large and handsome 
building; situated to the south of the fort, with a view of the 
sea in front The Bkck Town is fortified on the land side, 
and is open to the sea to the east. It is laid out with great 
regularity, and contains a large population, principally 
natives. Here are many good houses. Here is the mint, 
and also the jail, an Episcopal church, and one of the mission- 
chapds, a Roman Catholic and Methodist chapel, mosques 
and Hindoo pagodas in great numbers, but none of large 
dimensions. Faciitg the sea is an extensive row of fine 
buildings, among which is the supreme court, the custom- 
house, general post-office, board of trade, and several mer- 
chants' houses, &c. Behind these are several very good 
European shops. Excellent water is raised from wells situ- 
ated on the northern side of Black Town, and is conveyed 
all over it by means of pipes, from which also ships are sup- 
plied. 

There is likewise an Episcopal church in Fort St. George, 
and another more to the southward ; likewise one in Vepery, 
near which is the other mission-chapel, and not far off is a 
beautifiil Scotch church. In this part of the suburbs, but 
itill mcnre southward, is a college for instructing cadets and 
civilians in the eastern languages ; and not far firom it is the ^ 
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obserratory, at which an astronoraer is 8U{^)orted. At the 
Tillage of St. Thom^ is a popish establishment, and several 
churches belonging to that communion ; and at Royapooram, 
on the north side of Black Town, is another large and hand- 
some church of the same description. Mr. Sawyer, one of 
the Church missionaries, is building a small church, a little 
to the west of Black Town, for the benefit of the natives. 
Here the gospel is preached, and also by Mr. Ridsdale, the 
other Church missionary, at the Episcopal mission-church in 
Black Town. There is another Episcopal church in Black 
Town, in which the Rev. Mr. Denton officiates. But little, 
we fear, can be said in favor of the doctrines delivered 
at the other places of worship, excepting the two mission- 
chapels, in which the missionaries of our own Society pro- 
claim the truth as it is in Jesus, with perspicuity and fidelity. 
In this great city it is delightful to Yind Missionary, Bible, and 
Tract ^cieties, orphan schools, for both boys and girls ; vari- 
ous other schools, and many* other institutions of a noble and 
benevolent kind, such as adorn most of the great citied and 
towhs in our own favored land. Here are many pious and 
excellent individuals belonging to different denominations, 
several of whom are amongst the first classes of society, and 
breathe much of the lovely spirit of the gospel. 

The neighborhood of Madras is gfeaUy benefited and 
adorned by the rivers and canals, which run in different 
directions, and over which several beautiful bridges are 
thrown. The roads are limongst the best in the world ; and, 
though the climate is hot, the locality is considered as very 
healthy. 

The two chapels at Black Town and Persewaukum are 
respectable, neat, and comfortable places of worship, of the 
same size, and built after the same plan. Each will accom- 
modate, with great comfort, about three hundred persons, 
and are very well situated, being surrounded by a great popu- 
lation. In Black Town chapel there is public service on 
Lord's day mornings and evenings, when about 1^ persons, > 
principally country-born, attend. There is also a public 
service in the week-evenings, not well frequented. Connect- 
ed with it are the charity-schbols, which are well conducted;^ 
the girls are under the superintendence of Mrs. Crisp. The 
children receive a good useful education, and are in respect- 
able condition as to progress, discipline, d&c. The numbers 
are as usual. Here is a church, organized on Independent 
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prino^^y consistuig of about twenty members. Thnre is 
also a small number .formed into a societj at Persewaiikaoi 
cbi^l^, where there is public serrice on Lcnrd's-day eve- 
nings, and once in the week ; but it is but thinlj attended, 
especially of late, owing to the commencement oi a public 
service, at the same hour, at Vepery church, which is very 
near. In future, however, there is to be a public week^ven- 
ing service, alternately, at Persewaukum and Black Town 
chi^wls. Mr. Cjrisp and Mr. Taylor, assisted by Mr. Travel- 
ler, have divided aH these services among them, and take 
them in rotation. But new arrangements were made, just 
before we left Madras, in consequence of which a division 
of labor has been adjusted between Mr. Crisp and Mr. Tay- 
lor ; Mr. Crisp takes under his care the chapel in Black 
Town, with all its pastoral and ministeriaJ duties, the free- 
schools, and all the native schools in that part of Madras ; 
Mi. Taylor has under his care Persewaukum chapel, with 
its duties, and all the schools in that direction, and the native 
Tamil service^ which is held there cm Lcnrd's-day mornings. 
In consequence of this division, we doubt not that the whole 
work will be better done, and more labor bestowed. 

Though a smdl congregation of natives attend at Perse- 
waukum chapel on Lc^'s-day numiings, they cannot be 
regarded as belonging to it, but to another mission, and 
aUend here when there is no service at their own church^ 
They are not heathen, but native Christians, principally the 
fruits of the Tanjore and Tranquebar missions. They come 
bexe as occasional attendants only.- Messrs. Crisp and Tay- 
lor have hitherto taken these services alternately, and preach- 
ed th^ gospel to them in their own tongue, which is the 
Tamil. As before mentioned, this seirvice will devolve 
whoUyi>n Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Cri^ will endeavor to prose- 
cute some new plan of labor amoi^g the natives. 

Connected with the Society's mission in Madras, are 
schools containing nearly 600 children, principally heathen.. 
Having held a public examination of them, we had great 
reason to be satisfied with the state and progress of the boya 
in reading, their knowledge of their cate<4iisms, d&c. All 
these schools are ccmducted tm Christian principles, and all 
who are capable read the Scriptures as a commmi school-book. 

There was, tiM lately, a central school here, under the 
tHiperiatendence of Mr. Crisp, whose object it was to qualify 
jeang men to become assistants in the mission, schoolmas- 
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ten, &c. But while it was a connddirAble expense to the 
Society, it rendered no compensation to the cause. For so 
soon as the boys obtained an education which qualified them 
ibr any situation in which they could obtain a lirelihood, 
they immediately left the school, to which neither gratitude 
nor any previous engagement could bind them, or to ibev ob- 
jects contemplated by the Society. The number at length 
was reduced to three ; and we advised that these should be 
diraaissed and the school discontinued. Such is likely to 
be the result with all similar institutions, especially in the 
vicinity of Madras ; for no sooner are the pupils qualified for 
the purposes proposed, than they can obtain situations in 
shops, or as writers in offices,, d^.c, in which they can have 
better stipends than they could hope for as schoolmasters, 
readers, &c. ; and that side on which their worldly iatereirt 
lies will always be preferred by a people so, notorious for cov- 
etousness, and want of gratitude and natural affection, as the 
inhabitants of these countries. To teach them English does 
but increase the evil. A similar attempt was made at Bella* 
ry, and failed* from the same causes. The world, and not 
the mission, will reap the advantages of such expeiuliture of 
missionary money. Here is no law to bind them to render 
their services to the mission : and, if there w'ere, such heart- 
less agents would be of no worth. 

There are two assistants connected with this mission at 
Madras. Mr. Nimmo appears to be a valuable and active 
young man, and is of great service in visiting the schools, 
d^. The other, whose name is Teruchelroy, is old, and 
able to do but littie. 

Mrs. Crisp has lately raised a girls' school, consisting 
of sixteen children, which she has under her care on 
the mission-premises. But, as they have been but a few 
months under instruction, but little can be expected firoi^ 
them. They are under the tuition of a native young 
woman. 

There are two pious and worthy Wesleyan missionaries 4n 
JIadras, Mr. Carver and Mr. Hoole. They have a small 
chapel in Black Town, at which the one officiates in Enff. 
lish, the other devotes his time to the natives. But littk 
has been effected as yet, we regret to say, in either depart- 
ment. 

Having completed our report of the state of the different 
mwsions in this peninsula^ in which we have endeavored to 
19» 



Digitized by 



Google 



IU801ON8 IN SOUTH INDIA. 

gte jam m dear an idoA of tfa«ir pieaent cott^tion m w» 
ma, we sfaidl proceed to notice sonie miseettaiieoiis stdbjeetii, 
nialiiif to this miiakm in general, which we deem ef imparts 
aiice, aad deaerring the attentioa of the directors. 

^The depatalion haring, aceordingljy 8ubiiiitto4 several 
importaiit peiata coiiM»ted with the peniBsnte refwion, ia 
geaaral, for the eoiiaideratioii o[ the durectors, pneceed aa 

MkHTS.] 

Aa we had not an opportunity of addressing our fiurewelk 
letter to the brethren prerioualy to our leaving the riiores 
of India, of course we could not receive any lettors ia r^ply. 
NunsrouB private communicationa we have received from 
them, of 4l^ most flattering and gratifying nature to our- 
sehres, and which justify the conclusion that the objects 
ooatenplatdd in our visit by the board of directors have 
been amply realized. We inclose, however, a copy of a 
Isltor froaa Mr. Hands, which we receive4 from his iflune* 
dialely before we parted ftom him at Madras, and which 
nay be regarded as speaking the sentiments of all hia 
btethsen — sentiments which, we doubt not, wiH be as {baa- 
ing to OBu brethren in the direction as they are conaoJatory 
ttroMseives. <* 

Mauniiu&, — On reaching this island, we were gratified 
with receiving a letter from the directors, dated April % 
1827. The reports which we hear, respecting the state of 
things in Madagascar, appear to render our visit to that mis- 
sion of essential importance ; but the length of our absence, 
and the state of the fonds of the Society, unite to make im 
hesitate as to the propriety of going there, as it would occa- 
sion an additional expense, and the loss of four or iive months 
us to time } the state of the season there, and the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate now, being such ns to render it imprudent 
to make the attempt. Indeed, all communicatioa betwees 
tills island and. that is now suspended, and vesdiehi will not 
begin to trade thither again till next April or May. Should 
we not go, we hope to be in England early in the spring of 
IS9S; but, should we go, it wilt be in the aUtumn of that 
year before we can reach liome. We aiixiousty wait to 
know the will of God, and, so soon as we have resolved oa 
cnir plan, we shall give you information. 

We beg 'that you will present our united Christian love to 
all our esteemed brethren in the db^ection. We psay that 
your united exertions may be owned of God for the j^iteatei 
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fartimiHiiP of the ^^edeemer's cause ; wejaopo. f<» a eoatixivmi 
interest in your pray ^ s, and the prayers bf the whole Society. 
May you enjoy much of the divine preaencey aad yet be 
spared many years to the church of God. With every assur- 
ance of Christian love, and exalted esteem, 

We are, Rev. and very dear Sir and Brother, 
Your very affectionate Friends and Brethren in the Gospcd 
of Christ, 
(Signed) Daniel Tyeebian, 

George BenNbt. 



CHAPTER LI. 

Abftract of the Farewell-letter of the Deputation to the Missionaries on 
the various Stations of the Society in India. 

Isle of France, Dec. 7, 1807. 

Dear and esteemed Friends and Brethren; 

Having, as a deputation from the Lcmdon Mission- 
ary Society, completed our official visits to you, its honored 
friends nxkd associates in the great and glorious «work in 
which we are all engaged, and having bid adieu to the 
shores of India to proceed to the discharge of other duties, 
we embrace the earliest opportunity adlowed us to say 
farewell. 

A vjider scope, beloved brethren, for missionary exertion 
and for missionary talents, than lies before you, cannot be 
desired. Not fewer, probably, than one tenth of the human 
race, one hundred millions of immortal beings and British 
subjects, lie spread around you ; the valley is full of dry 
bones — ^very dry ; the field is white to the harvest, inviting 
the reapers to put in the sickle. All these immortd beings 
standing on the verge of an eternal destiny, all hastening to 
that tribunal, where it must be determined by the Judge«of 
all the earth ; while alas ! with few — very few exceptions, 
they are without God and without hope in the world. Can 
you indulge in ingk>rious supineness, in such^circumstances? 
Cau you repose in sloth, when you ought, by day and by 
lii^xbt, to stretch forth the hand of Christian phihuithropy, 
;u)ii do all you can to snatch these brands from the eternal 
Uuraiia^s ? We do not question your willingness to use your 
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betl exertions in mich a cause ; and jou will allow us 
affBcUonately to stir up jonr minds, by way of remembrance, 
U> those obligations which you are under to work while 
it is called day, seeing the night cometh when no man can 
work. 

Never had missioaaries stronger motives presented, to 
awaken their zeal, and to roose them to use their most yigw- 
ous exertions. ^And now is the accepted time, this is the 
day of salvation. So far ;as the government is ccmcenied, 
not one obstacle lies in your way, and the prudent missionary 
may have access to every city, town, viUage, and hovel, 
throughout these extensive countries. You enjoy all the 
protection and unembarrassed freedom you can wish ; and, 
though the civil power wisely maintains its neutrality, it pro- 
tects you in using your best exertions, and none dare make 
you afraid ; while you have every reason to believe that the 
Supreme Authority wishes well to your labors, and prosperity 
to your cause. 

We are well aware of the difficulties and discouragements 
which oppose you : human nature in its worst condition ; an 
idolatrous system, the whole of whose principles and ceremo- 
nies are diametrically opposed to those of the religion which 
you advocate ; customs and associations which plead an 
almost unlimited antiquity ; pride, avarice, and sensuality, 
which are inherent in fallen nature ; ignorance, sloth, and 
deceit, which to human agency are invincible ; and all these 
powerful opponents in alliance with the powers of darkness, 
whose intervention is never wanting when the truth as it is 
in Christ is to be withstood, and it^ doctrines and its precepts 
neutralized. How formidable do these obstacles appear 
when duly considered ! Yet there is no reason for either dis' 
couragemeni or despair. The cause in which you have em- 
barked is the cause of God. Greater is He who is for you, 
than all they who are against you. 

But, breUiren, as it is by the intervention of the appointed 
system of means that God will destroy idolatry, change the 
hearts of the heathen, and bring them into the fold of Christ, 
with what holy diligence ought you, by prayer and study, to 
seek to be duly qualified for your great work, as workmen 
who need not to be ashamed ! The knowledge of the language 
of the people whose conversion you seek is essential to your 
success; for the better you are acquainted with it, and the 
more correctly and fluently you speak it, the more req^eot 
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ftiul attentkMi will be given to your mesMge. To that one 
language, bend your whole attention until you have made it 
your own ; ncHr suffer your minds to be drawn away by 
others, or by the pride of bemg thought learned, or the vanity 
of knowing many languages. The possession of any one of 
the languages of India, in such a degree of perfecticm as is 
desirable, will usually cost exerti(»i enough ; and, when ob- 
tained, will give you access to millions of souls — scope 
enough fi>r your best exertions. Let not your pundits de- 
ceive you, for they are. in league with the common enemy^ 
by teaching you a limguage which those do -not unde;^stand 
to whom you have access. Neither soar so high as to be 
incomprehensible, nor descend so low as to be ccmten^tible 
and vulgar. There is a style in all languages that is at cmce 
plain, dignified, and appropriate, which b<^ rich and poof 
can comprehend, and which neither can condemn. This is 
the style which we recommend that you should study, and in 
which you should preach the gospel. 

These remarks we chiefly int^id for our younger brethren, 
who have recently arrived in India. Most of you who hanre 
been for some time on missionary ground, we are haf^y in 
feeling assured, are well acquainted with the language of the 
people among whom you labor, and speak it both with fluen- 
cy and correctness. Until then, no missionary is an effici^it 
laborefr. To arrive at so high and important an attainment 
should be the first concern of a missionary on reaching hk 
sphere of action ; and no other object, however important, 
should be allowed to divert his attention firom it. Any mkh 
sionary who either cannot, or wil) not, acquire the language 
of the people to whom he goes to preach the gospel, is but a 
cumbererof the ground, and should turn his attention to 
some other object, and not consume those fiinds which are 
raised hr the support of useful missionaries, and not the 
indolent, or those who are seeking their own ease and 
aggrandizement. 

Let jilam and perspicuous hmgucLge be the medium 
through which you plac6 before the understandings of the 
people, and the consciences of your hearers, the glorioiis 
dckstrines, and precef^, and motives of the unsophisticated 
gospel of Jesus. Be it yours to follow the illustrious exam- 
ple of the greatest of mere human missionaries, and to know 
nothing but Christ and him crucified, and to glory only in 
the cross. To some this inay be a stumUing-l^ock, and to 
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others feolisbness ; but to many, we trust, h will be the power 
of God, end the wisdom of God. — Guard, dear friends, 
against dwelling on subjects of mere speculation, or on such 
as would afford mere amusement. Let the great things of 
God fill every address. Nothing will tend so much at once 
to excite attention, to do good to your hearers, and to destroy 
idolatry. Let the truth ak>ne be exalted,' and error will fall. 
Life and in^mortality are brought to light by the gospel; 
and the same should be attempted in every- sermon that yoa 
preach ; for, alas ! darkness covers the ekrth, and gross dark- 
ness tl^e people. The fall of man, and the importance of a 
change of heart — ^repentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, must be the great subjects of every ser- 
mon to the heathen. You cannot depart from first princi- 
ples, without being guilty of a dereliction of duty. And 
allow us again to recommend that your sermons to the hea- 
then be pithy, lively, warm and affectionate ; delivered with 
a manifest concern to do them good. To be so, they must 
be short Much strength is waited in these countries bj 
long sermons, where so little ought to be unnecessarily ex- 
pended. 

A small chapel is desirable at a missionary station where a 
few converts have been made, who are willing to sanctify the 
sabbath and to keep it holy, as a place of public meeting for 
divine worship. But^ before such ex][>ense is incurred, con- 
verts must be made. 

([Here follow various remarks on the circumstances under 
which baptism ought to be administered, and other Christian 
privileges granted to applicants and candidates.] 

Permit us, dear brethren, to recommend more street and 
bazaar-preaching ; consider what this despised practice did 
in the days of Whitfield and Wesley, and in the days of 
Christ and his apostles. This is not sufficiently practised in 
India by the missionaries, excepting in a few places. No 
missionary, we conceive, should be satisfied with himself, un- 
less he has preached, in this way, a short sermon every even- 
ing, when the heat of the day is over ; and, so far from this 
bemg injurious to his health, we are satisfied that the exer- 
tion would be conducive to it, and prove a counteraction to 
the deterioration of home-study through the day. Manj 
induce disease in these climates, by indolence and the 
want of more bodily exercise. We have every where found 
that the most healthy are those who make the most exer 
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tion. — By street tnd bazaar-preaching, we are ^ware that 
you will perhaps expose yourselves to some contempt ; but, 
by not doing it, you are in danger of a neglect of duty, and 
the stings of conscience. A love of ease would urge more 
tranquiUity and less pu))licity. To be known, you must be 
public ; and both are essential to your usefulness, that both 
your doctrines and your example may be understood, the one 
embraced and the other followed. To seek publicity for its 
own sake would be vanity; but to seek it for the sake 
of doing good, is the duty of every missionary of Jesus 
Christ. 

The school-system in India is diffusing much light and 
scriptural knowledge among the rising generation, lessening 
their prejudices against the doctrines of the gospel, and pre- 
paring the way for some great change to which these nations, 
we conceive, are fast advancing. But allow us to caution 
you against multiplying schools beyond the power of giving a 
very frequent superintendence, which should be at least once 
or twice a week, and. that made by yourselves or those as- 
sistants in. whom you can fully confide. Much has been 
done ; but much improvement' we think needs to be attempt- 
ed in the state of th^ schools. The masters, if hirelings, 
will be satisfied with having a few children who can^ read 
tolerably well, and repeat a catechism. But why should 
there not be twenty where there are but four or five ? A 
more close, vigilant, and frequent inspection would, we think, 
cure the evil. But the principal advantage to be derived 
from the school-system is, we think, the opportunity which 
the. schools give to the missionary, when he visits them, of 
preaching the gospel to those who stop at the outside, and 
to the parents who come to hear their children catechised, 
or others. We would, therefore, recommend that one stated 
day and hour every week should be appointed and known, 
that the parents may come to hear their children, as well as 
passers by. School-rooms should always be selected in pub- 
lic struts and places of great resort, that the people may be 
induced to stop and hear. When a number are collected id 
hear the children catechised and examined, a fine opportu- 
nity is afforded, either directly or through the children, of 
placing the great truths of the gospel before their minds. It 
is preaching the gospel, and not the school, or any other 
system, that is ordained of God to renovate the world. The 
missionary who do6s not think so will be useless, ^d has 
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aaeh both to letm and io vnlemi before he will be a vamM 
laborer. 

AUow US to reoommeiid, BreUuren, diat yon make jour- 
■elvea vaonfmmUar with the jj^enple aroond yea. Yimt the 
haxaara, convene with the natires on the great things of 
Qody invite them to your hoasea, and let them feel that jou 
«re concerned indeed for their wel£ure. This cannot hot 
enaore their respect and esteem, however much they may 
think yon mistaken on the subject of reli^on. Extensive 
obaervation and experience have ccmvincod us of the great 
importance of the practice which we affectionately recom- 
mend. Difference of country and of people makes no differ- 
ence here. Familiar conversation on difficult subjects, when 
an interchange of sentiment is permitted, is the most certain 
BMthod of exciting interest, and bringing the subjects <mi 
which we MpeA within the comprehrasion of those with 
whom we ccmverse. This wiU assist you, too, in acquiring 
te language in which you preach, in knowii^r the people's 
mode of thmking and reasoninff, and in adapting your die- 
courses to their ci^Mcities. Trie Redeemer's conversatlcMi ' 
with the woman (k Samaria at the well, and his general 
mode of instruction, is an example which cannot bm com- 
mend itself to your admiration, and is worthy of being 
followed. 

We recollect, with great satisfection, that, connected with 
many of your stations, there are several anrntry-hom young 
men and natives who have come forward to the work of the 
Lord, and to assist you in your noble designs of saving souls. 
While we would recommend, again, that dl suitable encour- 
agement should continue to be given to them, and that they 
be kept in^ state of constant and active employment in the 
work of the mission, permit us to guard you against the 
temptation of thinking that they are to do all the work ; and 
that, because you have such assistants, therefore you may do 
the less. This would be a lamentable misappropriation of 
^eir talents. However numerous your assistants may be, 
and however extensive their exertions, your own active zeal 
must not in the least be diminished. Yours is a work that 
cannot be done by proxy. 

The estaUishitlent of female schools is another object 
which we must press on your attention, and on that of your 
much respected wives. While it is maHer of exultation that 
so many boys throughout India are under a course of Chris- 
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tian instroction, it is de^ly to be dq>lored thtt^ exci^ting in 
Calcutta, but little has either been done or attempted in any 
other part, for the education of the other sex ; we are aware 
of the difficulties which expose ; but we beseech you, and 
our dear friends and sisters, seriously to lay the subject to 
hearty and make your best exertions. 

A few cautiimary hints may not be unseasonable in this 
letter of free and affectionate advice. We feel the awful 
responsibility of your office and circumstances ; and we are 
more solicitous that you so discharge the impdrtant duties 
devolving upon you, and so conduct yourselves under all re- 
lations of life, as to put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men, accomplish the objects of your mission, and continue 
to enjoy the confidence and esteem of all. Permit us, then, 
to guard you against all political interference with the pow- 
ers that be. The government of these countries excites oiir 
admiration for its liberality, equity, and benevolence ; and 
' you share the protection d the laws, while you enjoy tl^ 
most perfect and unrestrained freedom in discharging your 
missionary duties, and in spreading the savor of the Redeem- 
er's name. Yours is a work which admits of no compro- 
mise—which, in a peculiar manner, demands the whole of 
your talents, and your undivided time and attention. Too 
much English preaching, keeping of schools, composing books 
on subjects merely literary, entering much into the society 
of your countrymen, attempting a variety of languages when 
one only should at first engross your entire attention, a rest^ 
less hankering afler home, a dislike to your station, or the peo- 
ple among whom you labor, with a variety of other things, may^ 
become great snares to a missionary, in taking off his heart 
from his work, entirely or in part. We have seen, with grief, 
the effects of such allurements ; and when these objects, or 
any other not directly missionary, engross the attention, we 
cease to wonder at the want of success among the heathen. 

Having travelled through all the countries over which 
your stations are scattered, and taken, we think, an impartial 
view of the state of your several missions, we greatly rejoice 
to recollect that we have seen you, with very few exceptions, 
faithfully devoting your talents to your great object, and have 
formed the most gratifying opinion of both yonr talents and 
your piety. Nor do we neglect duly to appreciate what has 
been actually accomplished, in bewailing what has not been 
achieved. You are responsible, not for success, but for the 

VOL. III. * 20 
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da« and diKge&t pipplioatioD of those means which are with- 
in joor power. To some stations which we have risited^ we 
can adrert with peculiar deliffht, and exclaim — what has 
Ood wrought ! We have beheld Hindoo pagodas prostrated 
before the gospel, and Christian chapels growing up, and 
crowded by hundreds of attentive hearers, not a few of whom 
evince, bj their lives and conversation, that they have turned 
indeed from dumb idols, to serve the living God. Glorious 
sights — but, alas ! how few, how rare ! — Beloved brethren, 
(or. the want of more success, there should be great search- 
ings of heart ; allow us to entreat you to examine, and see 
whether there is not a cause. Why this .barrenness of re- 
ligion after so much expenditure of missionary talent, and 
time, and money? How comparatively few the converts! 
How little /is God known! How slight, comparatively, is 
the impression made on this hundred of millions of human 
beings I Oh, let us humble ourselves before God, in the 
very dust, that we have been no more concerned for their 
salvation — that we have labored so little for their good— 
that we have no more wrestled with God in prayer, ^at he 
would make bare his holy arm, and pour out his Holy Spirit 
upon them. When the friends of missions at home, and the 
missionaries abroad, are found thus engaged, then we may 
expect this wilderness to blossom as the rose, and this desert 
to become as the garden of the Lord. 

Nor will we despair of seeing better days : we have a solid 
foundation on which to rest our hope, and entire confidence 
that, at some future period, if not now, these heathen re- 
gions shall bow to the authority of Christ, and unite to 
crown him Lord of all. — It is not necessary that we should 
dwell on the purposes and the promises of God which assure 
us of the approach of so glorious a day ; — ^you know them, 
and do well oflen to meditate upon them, in their variety, 
their comprehensiveness, their fidelity, «nd the sufficiency 
of Him who spoke them to give them their entire accom- 
plishment. But, for your encouragement, consider why Di- 
vine Providence has in so surprising a manner, and almost 
in spite of the power that now rules these nations, broken 
the yoke of Mahommedan and Hindoo tyranny, and put 
them under a Christian government — and that the most 
likely to do them good. This is the hand of God ; and we ' 
cannot doubt that He has prospective designs in this stu- 
pendous change. He has given them to England, that £ng- 
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limd may give them the gospel. — ^Besides, but a few jeart 
ago the greatest opposition was raised against the introduc- 
tion of the gospel into these countries ; but now every diffi- 
culty is removed ; and where England sends but one mis- 
sionary, she might send a thousand, and not the smallest ob- 
stacle would be thrown in the path of their missionary ca- 
reer by the government. The growing indifference of the 
Hindoos to their own tenets and ceremonies is another 
pleasing omen. Of the fact we can have no doubt. In- 
deed, to us who have travelled so much among them, their 
mythological system appears — ^like multitudes of their tem-* 
pies! — in a state of wretched dilapidation : both are tottering 
to their fall. A few years, and the world will witness some 
mighty change. Knowledge is making rapid progress among 
the people ; the Brahmins are falling into disrepute. Aware 
that covetousness is the main spring of their actions, their 
vassals are^beeome impatient of the yoke ; they will speedily 
cast it off, think for themselves, and embrace the gospel. 
What means that eagerness every where so ardent to obtain 
the Christian tracts, portions of the Scripture, and the vari- 
ous publications which you are diffusing among them, and 
what the tendency of their influence? — ^Besides, the sacred 
vohime is now made to speak to all these nations, in their 
own tongue, of the wonderful works of God. Is not this a 
fact of auspicious aspect ? — A few years ago, scarcely a pi- 
ous individual was to be found in these countries, in whose 
life religion could be seen, or who was disposed to plead the 
cause of the perishing heathen at a throne of grace ; but 
now, God has a numerous seed to serve him, scattered ovtjr 
the vast regions of India, who rejoice to aid your designs, 
and to encourage your hearts ; to assist you with their prayers, 
their example, and their pecuniary contributions. How 
many benevolent institutions are in vigorous operation, not 
only in the great cities of Calcutta and Madras, but also in 
various parts of the interior, laboring in different ways to 
circulate the Scriptures of truth, and religious tracts and 
books : — ^all aiding in your missionary career. 

Before we dose this letter, we must entreat of you to take 
all due care of your health. On the importance of this 
blessing, both to your personal happiness, and to your usa- 
fulness in the great work in which you are engaged, we 
need say nothing ; but to pay all suitable attention to its 
preservation is an imperative duty. Many ainissionary« we 
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doobt not, has fallmi a sacrifice in these dimes to fan ows 
intpradence, in not taking sufficient bodiljf exercise, and 
by engaging his mind too intensely in his studies at home. 
The EngliiSi constitution will not vbear the ardor of mental 
exertion in these sultry regions as at home, excepting for a 
short portion of the day ; and it requires to be followed l^ 
far more exercise of the animal system than is generally 
taken, to preserve both the mind and body in good health. 
For the want of such exercise, the muscles lose their tone, 
the system gradually sinks into a state of torpor, and Ihd 
diseases incident to these regions are induced. Exeretas 
may be taken, we conceive, in a carriage at any part of the 
day, with safety, provided the direct rays of the sun are 
avoided ; but the mornings, and evenings are, doubtless, the 
most suitable. At these times, the missionary should go to 
the adjacent villages, vbit the schools which he has under 
his care, and address the people both in the school-rooms, 
and in the streets, distributing tracts to, and conversing with, 
them; such engagements, da^y pursued, we are persuaded, 
would tend greatly both to the usefulness of the missionaiy, 
and to the preservation of his health. ^ This should be done 
from the time the missionary arrives in India, so far as it n 
possible ; and so soon as he has obtained a few words of the 
language he should make use of them in the schools, and in 
attempting to converse with the people ; by which means, 
also, he would acquire the language much sooner, and with 
more correctness of pronunciation than otherwise. How- 
ever, when the constitution fails, and sinks under the cU« 
mate, and becomes the subject of that debility which torrid 
regions so often induce, and whi^n a change of air becomes 
necessary, we think that no missionary should take a voyage 
to England, merely for the sake of recovering the vigor and 
tone of his system, till he has tried a journey to the Nil' 
gherry HiUs, in the Madras presidency, which may be ckme 
at a much less loss of time and expense to the Society, than 
would be incurred by a voyage to England. i 

We leave you, dear bretl^en, with regret ; but it is wkh 
the greatest confidence that you wiH continue to adorn the 
doctrines of God our Savior ; ^nd and be spent in his ser- 
vice; and may you liave the gradous protection of a faith- 
fill God, and the encouraging smiles of his people ! We 
leave you in the enjoyment of affectionate union with each 
other, and of a firm attachment to that Society in whoee 
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•arfice it is our mutual b^piness to spend and be ^nt, and 
in circumstances of temporal satisfaction and comfort. We 
leave you with a deep sense of ardent gratitude for all the 
kind solicitude of yourselves, and of our dear sisters, your 
beloved partners, to promote both our comfort and our ob* 
jects in visiting you ; and assure you that we shall ever re- 
member you, with affectionate anxiety for your personal 
health and domestic welfare, and success in your arduous 
work. While we shall bear you on our hearts constantly 
before Qod, we earnestly solicit an interest in your prayers. 
Let us still have your confidence and esteem ; cultivate to- 
wards the Society, with which you are associated in this 
great work, the closest union and the most affectionate at- 
tachment. Be ye faithful unto death, and your Divine Mas- 
ter will give you a crown of life. 

Farewell, beloved brethren and friends. With the best 
wishes we commend you, with all whom you most tenderly 
k>ve, to God and to the word of his grace; and remain, in 
the bonds of Christian love and sincere friendship. 
Your affectionate Friends and Brethren, 

(Signed) Daniel Tyerman, 

Georoe Bennet. 



CHAPTER LII. 

BmlMrcatidn for the Mauritius, or Isle of France— Arrival at Port 
Louis— Deliberations about visiting Madagascar— Town, CoUeje, 
Churches, &c. of Port Louis— State of Society— Slavery— M. Pe- 
rille— Anecdotes of Slaves— Dreadful Hurricane- Information re- 
specting Madagascar — Examples of barbarous Usages and despotic 
Crueltieir. 

Oot 13. Having finished our tour in Southern India, 
and rested a few days at Madras, to wind up the whole of 
oar official business in this part of the world, we embarked 
to-day on board the Frances Charlotte, captain Talbot, for 
Uie Isle of France. 

Nov. 23. At four o'clock in the morning, we came in 
sight of land, about fifteen miles distant. By day-break we 
discovered the Round, Serpent, Plat and Coin Islands to 
the north of the Mauritius. The mountains of the latter 
in the misty majesty of morning, through which the 
30* 
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tun-beam^ gradually breaking prraented. a scene of real and 
aerial perspective sddom so perfectly and ha{^ily comlnQed. 
The low lands towards the shore, covered with su^ar-cane 
plantations, interspersed with cottages, villas, and hanilets, 
among trees and bushes, were minutely distinct in the fore- 
ground, while the peaks of the volcanic eminences behind 
changed form, and color^ and size, and position every quar- 
ter of an hour, emerging and sinking alternately in the sea 
of vapors that now encircled, now overflowed, and finally 
deserted them, melting away into the limpid element, through 
which heaven, earth, and ocean were at once and harmo* 
niously revealed in the glory and lofveliness of risen day, 
within the verge of the tropics. 

In the evening the ship came to anchor off the harbor of 
Port Louis ; but as it was too late for the int^iector to visit 
us, and examine our bills of health, we remained on board 
till morning. The day had been remarkably sei^ne, the 
breeze favorable, and our spirits were exhilarated with the 
prospect of liberty, after six weeks' confinement, as 
we sailed down the side of the island, which looked so 
peaceful and flourishing with cultivation that the thought 
could hardly settle,- for more than a moment or two, iti our 
mind, that this fine island is not unfi'equently devastated 
with the most tremendous hurricanes, and is seated on a bed 
of fire, which may unexpectedly overwhelm it with disrupt- 
ed torrents of lava, or ingulph it by the force of earthquakes 
in the surrounding ocean. The forms of many of the moun- 
tains, which may hereafler again be the ministers of destined 
destruction, as they have been of old, are singular and gro-* 
tesque, and they bear names as Dmciful as their appearance. 
One pair of conspicuous eminences is degraded by the ap- 
pellation of the Ass*s Ears. The highest peak is called Pe- 
ter Botte ; it rises to the height of 3500 foet, diminishing 
upwards into a perfect spire, on the point of which is sufr- 
pended a globular mass of stone, denominated the cap of 
liberty, which " Peter Botte'' wears unmolested, whatever' 
sovereign reigns below, whether the grand nionart|ue, the 
republican directory, the emperor Napoleon, or the kiuff of 
England ; and, we may add, he wears it unmolested, whatp 
ever oppression is exercised beneath his feet over the bk^ 
population of this hotbed of slavery. 

Nov. 24. After due investigation, the ship was alfowed 
to enter the harbor, when we landed, and soon aflerwerdb 
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mel Mr. lis Brun, the missionary of our Society. We were 
surprised and distressed to learn that the state of Madagas- 
car, in respect to climate, for several months to come, may 
be presumed to be such that hardly any European constitu- 
tion could survive the perils of travelling through the forests, 
and over the lakes, mountains, and morasses, into the inte- 
rior, where the metropolis- is situated, and where our mis* 
sionaries reside. We have no alternative, therefore, except 
to remain here till the malignant season is past, or to avail 
ourselves of the first opportunity to proceed to the cape of 
Qood Hope, on our way homeward, and abandon the purpose 
of -visiting Madagascar ^together. The latter we know not 
how to do consistently with our duty, either in reference to 
the instructions of the Parent Society's Directors, in Lon- 
don, or the pressing invitations of the missionaries on that 
important station, and the not less pressing circumstances of 
the mission itself there. We determine, therefore, at least, 
to stay here till that WLy of Providence which we ought to 
take is more clearly opened to us. 

1828. Jan. 28. Till this day we have been detained in 
the Mauritius, waiting first for a safe season, and latterly for 
a vessel to sail to Madagascar. 

Port Louis, the principal town of this colony, stands at 
the head of a fine harbor, between two points of level land, 
each of which is commanded by a fort. From fifty to sixty 
vessels are generally seen at anchor here, moored by chain 
cables. At the head of the port a stone pyramid, from which, 
a cobious stream of pure fi^h water is unren^ittingly poured, 
has been erected, in a situation so convenient that ships' 
boats may fill their casks firom it without landing them. A 
spacious quay, custom-house, theatre, public library, and a 
town residence for the governor, give this place a sufficient 
air of metropolitan dignity for a petty island. The main 
street, running nearly east and west, contains many good 
buildings, well-furnished shops, and merchants' warehouses. 
Here a great part of the general business is transacted. 
East of the quay is a wooden-roofed and many-pillared ba- 
zaar, extending over a considerable open space, where all 
kinds of wares are vended, during all hours of day-light, 6n 
idl days in the year, of which those called Sundays are the 
busiest ; especially in the mornings, when the slaves have 
liberty to come to market. There is here an old Roman 
Cttholic church, with two k>w towers ; plain and unadorned 



Digitized by 



Google 



f(S6 TOWN OF FORT LOUU. 

both without and within : also an English Protestant chureh 
— a low, clumsy structure, placed on a smdl mount, form^- 
ly a military magazine, and bomb-proof. A tower has latdy 
been added — at an expense of 20,000 4iollars, we are told. 
Neither the one nor the other of these sanctuaries is mu6h 
frequented ; the theatre bears away the palm from both ; the 
French population, especially, delighting in dramatic exhibi- 
tions. A massy wooden pile, a hundred and twenty feet 
long, forty broad, and three stories high, is called the col- 
lege. This immense piece of timber frame*work was actually 
removed three feet from its basement, hy the unimaginable 
force of the hurricane in 1784. Here the sons of the prin- 
cipal French families have the means afforded them of clas- 
sical and mathematical education. From the chief thor- 
oughfare many others diverge in a southern direction ; some 
of great length, all of ample width, and for the most part 
macadamized. Several water-courses are turned through 
the principal of these, from the neighboring mountains. On 
one side of the town is the Malabar camp, inhabited by 
Hindoos and other Oriental foreigners; the French and 
English in general occupying the central streets. Here also 
are barracks for a thousand infantry. 

Little can be said in favor of the morals of the numgrel 
population of St. Louis, consisting of French, English, Por- 
tuguese, Dutch, Italians, Danes, Norwegians, Hindoos, Ma^ 
lays, Bengalese, Africans, and half-castes of all these, in every 
possible form of admixture. Our own countrymen bear the 
best cjiaracter : but, in truth, whatever be the professed rdi- 
gion of individuals, the whole town Wears the aspect of hea- 
thenism on the fjord's day. No shops are closed, except for 
the convenience of the owners ; pleasure and business occupy 
the free, and drudgery and degradation mark the slaves,' as 
on other days. We understand, however, that even in these 
respects, society, in outward decorum, has been n^uch ame- 
liorated since 1811, when the island Ml into the hands of the 
English. . A dreadful conflagration, in 1800, which destroyed 
thirteen hundred houses, made way for the erection of muQh 
better buildings than the former wretched hovek; though 
wood is still the main material. All the dwellings are pro- 
vided with double doors, and double window-frames, f(x 
security both against robbers and hurricanes. Against the 
latter scarcely any strength of walls or bars can prevail. 

The population is estimated at twenty thousand ; of whom 
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OMMre tbtn on»*half am riares, two-thirda of the remaiodtr 
blacks and Creoles, the rest of European origin. There is a 
law here that no Englishman shalf marry a woman of color, 
not even a mulatto. The consequence is obvious. But profli- 

facy needs no law to foster it in this colony, especially in 
on Louis, where there exists a system of castes, nearly as 
complete, altogether as degrading, and much more demcu'al- 
izittg, than those of India. Here are the English caste, the 
French caste, the creple cast, the free-colored caste, and the 
dare caste. Scarcely any friendly intercourse (except in the 
two former instances) exists between these ; and few of them 
will meet even in the same place of worship— a circumstance 
which is an exceeding great hindrance to the usefulness of 
our missionary (Mr. Le Brun) here. 

The Isle of Mauritius (frequently called the Isle of France) 
is of an irregular oval form, and about a hundred and fifty miles 
in circuit. It is nearly surrounded by coral-reefs, red, white, 
and black, at variokis distances, with shallow lagooQs between 
them and the shore, whereby the access is rendered difficult. 
The land, is mountainous, and manifestly volcanic. The 
rocks are generally of a dark blue compact basalt, occasion* 
ally honey-combed, and remarkably resembling those of 
Tahiti. In the interior are large forests of timber-trees ; con- 
siderable tracts also are cultivated there, but the finest and 
most productive soil lies nearest to the coast. How much 
thia has been improved by slave-labor may be understood, 
when we state that, in 1812, the sugar exported amounted 
to 909,264 French pounds ; in 1827, it reached 40,616,254 ; 
— in fifteen years increasing forty fold ! The planters, ex- 
cept captain Dick and Mr. Telfriir, are French, and the slaves 
have been brought from Madagascar and Mozambique. The 
entire population is (in round numbers) eight thousand 
whites, fifteen thousand free people of color, and sixty-nine 
thousand slaves. A more unpromising field for missionary 
labor can hardly be imagined than the Mauritius, though one 
jnore needing ^ritual cultivation cannot be found under the 
eon. Christianity under all its larger forms, Mahommedan- 
ism in its rankest inveteracy, and heathenism in many of its 
hydra shapes, divide this piebald community of people, kin- 
dreds, and tongues, as diverse in manners, intelligence, and 
sentiment, as thehr colors, features, and languages are dis- 
similar. But *' is any thing too hard for the LordT' Our 
missionary, Mr. Le Brun, who has been here fourteen years, 
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bas labored not altogether in vain, either as a preacher of the 
gospel or an instracter of children ; but present circumstances 
are discouraging. 

Slavery exists in this island to such an extent that its mis- 
erable victims are met in droves, or singly, every where, per- 
forming all kinds of base, penal, and brute labor. In Port 
Louis the domestic servants are dmost entirely bond-men 
and bond-women. Government possesses much of this ques- 
tionable kind of property, and not only employs slaves upon 
its own necessary works, but lets out individuals for hire to 
private persons having temporary occasion for them ; a prac- 
tice common also with other holders of human live-stock. In 
the streets they are seen dragging carts and drays, like beasts 
of burthen. But it is on the sugar-plantations that these 
helots swarm, and blacken the face of the country. Such 
estates are rather numerous than large, and are tilled by bodies 
of field-drudges, fi'om one to three, four, and even five hun- 
dred. The negro family here, as in the West Indies, is the 
nursery for this monstrous injustice. From the east coast of 
Africa the supplies were principally obtained while the trade 
^ was permitted ; and now, though prohibited, there is reason 
td believe that it is still managed in the usual evasive man- 
ner ; no preventive service l^ing sufiibient to suppress the 
contraband of bkx>d, in a slave-colony so distant firom the 
mother country, any mqre than of foreign spirits nearer home. 
The personal appearance of the slaves varies much, accord- 
ing to the nature of their employment and the severity or 
leniency with which they are treated. Some are well-looking, 
but in general they are ill-favored. A few seem to feel the 
ignominy of their condition, and deeply resent it, though im- 
potent tb help themselves. One poor wretch lately died at 
this place, heart-broken, continually exclaiming, till voice 
and breath failed, " Why am I a slave 1" On experiencil^ 
hard usage, the slaves sometimes commit acts of the most 
savage desperation ; and, *< if oppression maketh a wise man 
mad," can this be wondered at? About four years ago a 
woman had been cruelly flogged by her owner ; her hnsband, 
unable to brook the indignity, cut her throat and the throats 
of their young children ; then making a common funeral-pile 
of their bodies, he set it on fire, and leaping into the flames 
perished with them. 

On the estates of Mr. Tdfair (whom we firequently visited, 
and received much hospitality horn him) the negroes appeared 
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in good personal condition, and as contented with their lot 
as the circumstances of it would permit them to he. The 
children are sent to schools provided for them. Every family 
has ite little thatched cottage ; the women are allowed leisure 
to manage their domestic oSairs ; and when they have borne 
six children are entirely exempted from field-labor. The 
aged, of both sexes, are employed in light jobs, such as weed- 
ing, cleansing the walks, and gardening. 

At Reduit, the governor's country residence, much benev- 
olent care is bestowed upon the o&pring of the slaves be- 
longing to the establishment. They are taught to read, write, 
and cipher, and religious instructibn is administered to them, 
under the immediate superintendence of Lady Frances Cole. 
The adults also seemed to us in good condition, and cheerful 
at their toil. M. Perille, a French planter, is also distin- 
guished for his humanity towards hb slaves ; and it was 
mentioned, as a special proof of this, that he does not require 
them to work on Sundays. A short time ago, however, when 
the holes hjid been made for the young plants, in a large plot 
of ground, and there had been a long drought, a shower hap- 
pening to fall on the Sabbath, M. Perille was unaUe to resist 
the temptation to avail himself of the opportunity of^ setting 
the canes,, and directed his slaves to perform the work, as 
one of necessity, promising them a special remuneration at 
night It was done ; but, in the evening, when he called 
them to receive their wages, to a man they refused to accept 
of any thing, saying, '* We are your servants, and bound to 
do what you bid us at any time ; — besides, you use us so well, 
that we cannot take any pay for this day's work.'' Being a 
papist, he has made his slaves (as far, probably, as he knew 
howj of the same faith with himself. We saw three hundred 
of tnem assembled one evening, for divine worship, in the 
open air, before his house, and under the shade of mango- 
trees. Two women repeated the Lord's prayer and the Apos- 
tles' creed, and were followed by their fellow-negroes, who 
afterwards sang several hymns, sweetly and in good tune 
The scene was afiecting, and the group very picturesque ; a 
few lamps, which- had been hung in the trees, brightening 
over their heads as the shadows of night rapidly followed the 
flush of a tropical sun-set. When they had concluded these 
devotions they all crossed themselves ; and afterwards came, 
one by one, to receive their ordinary allowance of provisions, 
when two bags of rice were given out to them, at the rate of 
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a pottiid and a iialf ^ each adalt, man or woman, and half 
as much for each bc^ or girl. They then retired quietly to 
their huts. M. Perille is an amiable and well-meaning man. 
He lives with his mother, who is advanced some years beyond 
three score ahd ten. Neither of them had ever seen a BiUe 
or New Testament, nor had they any desire after such' a 
sight, being utterly unconscious of the value of God's holy 
^ word ; though,* according to what they had been taught, th^ 
seemed pious, and zealous for the faith of their Others. 
Surely the teachers, who thus withhold from their Christian 
congregations Christ's own words, have much to answer for, 
if the people come short of salvation from ignorance: 

The riaves sometimes m^troan, as it is called, that is, they 
run away from their bondage. Of these fugitives, it is said, 
there are considerable numbers among the mountains and 
forests, who live principally by sallying out for plunder, and 
hunting the wild deer, which abound in some remote situa- 
tions. When a slave escapes from his master, the latter is 
required to report him to the police, upon which a party of 
soldiers are sent out in pursuit of him. If he is traced, and 
nearly overtaken, they are ordered to cidl upon him to stop, 
three times; andJf, at the third challenge, he still attempts 
to flee, it is lawful to fire and shoot him dead. 

An amusing specimen of the ignorauce and knavery of 
these degraded crefatures has been communicated to us. — A 
negro was sent by his owner to fetch home a quantity of wine 
from the merchant's. Of course a note was delivered to him, 
stating the number of bottles committed to his charge. On 
the road, however, he chose to empty one of these for his own 
gratification ; but, before he did this, he placed the note under 
a stone, and kept it fast down, while he Was drinking the 
liquor. When he got home his master inquired how many 
bottles hb had brought. He answered — so many. ** Nay," 
said the master, " there should be one more." The slave 
stood stoutly to it that he had delivered 9II the bottles that he 
had received. ** It is false," rejoined the master, ^*you have 
drunk one by the way ; for this' piece of paper tells me^that 
there was another bdttle, which is not here now." *' That 
note is a great lia> !" exclaimed the astonished negro ; '* how 
could he see me drink the wine, when I held him under a 
stone tiy I had done ? How could he see me driiik it, and 
tdl you that I did ?" 

Among other instances of barbarous treatment, by persons 
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unfii to be truited with ibsolute power over beliefs at kut 
M good as themselves, the following has been raeniionM to 
us us haTing happened several years since. A wretched 
woman killed three of h^ sUves, who had displeased her, 
with a knife. She afterwards left the island, and is still re- 
siding in France.*^Some time ago, a negro, in a fit of mel- 
ancholy, hanged himself He was discovered, and cot down, 
apparently dead. His master (determined to show the malig* 
nancy as well as the impotencyof his displeasure) order^ 
the body to be flogged, as though it were alive and could feel 
his vengeance. After fifty strokes had been inflicted, signs 
of life actually appeared. The brutal punishment was sus- 
pended, and, by the use of proper means, the unfortunate 
sufferer was brought back to life and thraldom. . He survived 
several years, and his owner, it is said, is still alive, and 
unashamed of what he did. 

We shall close these examples of the effects of slavery bj 
a fact which shows that there is something good in fallen 
human nature, which even slavery cannot extinguish, and 
something bad, which nothing, surely, but slavery could in* 
fuse. A poor negress, who is a ^lave in this colony, with 
great labor and long parsimony had saved as much money 
as would buy a human being. She had a daughter, a slave 
like herself What did she ? She purchased that daughter 
of their common owner, and set her at liberty ; being content 
to remain in bondage for the pleasure of seeing her child 
walking at large, with shoes on her feet, which are here the 
badge of freedom among people of color, no slave being per- 
mitted to wear them. Soon after the bargain had been com- 
pleted, the affectionate mother happening to come into a 
room, where this daughter was sitting, very naturally and 
unconsciously sat down beside her, as she had been wont to 
do. A moment or two afterwards the daughter turned round 
in a rage, and rebuked her, exclaiming, '* How dare you sit 
down in my presence? Do you not know that I am a free 
woman, and you are a slave ? Rise instantly, and leave the 
room." 

On the 5th of March, 1828, a coup de ren^, or hunicaue, 
passed over this island, which, more frequently and grievously 
than any other inhabited spot of land, is supposed to be si|Ih 
jected 40 such visitations. The heat on the foregoing day 
had been excessive, the thermometer standing fer some ttaM 
at 91 ^, with great closeness and stagnation of the air. The 
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•reninl^ was pietsant, a fresh breeze hamg spnmg ap ; but 
tkia gradually increaaed to a storm, accompanied by distant 
thunder through the night Two hours after sunrise the 
wind blew with considerable violence, and heavy rain came 
down. Presently it began to vary from a regularly increasing 

Se to sudden and impetuous gusts, with intervds of two or 
ee minutes. The sky grew 'exceedingly black, and the 
clouds continued to thicken and discharge torrents of water. 
At five P. Ai. the real hurricane began ; the foliage was torn 
from the trees, and the atmosphere was presently in commo- 
tion with leaves and light materials, such as thatch and shin- 
gles, flying in all directions. Every quarter of an hour the 
■quails came on louder and longer, and at length the whole 
finrce of the tempest, in successive bursts, like waves of the 
sea, drove over the town ; every house in which shook to its 
foundations, and many were damaged and dismantled. On 
the following morning, when we looked out, the streets were 
like rivers, and cataracts of foam were rolling down the moun- 
tains. The trees were all stripped, and multitudes of branches 
scattered on every hand; several of the largest were torn up 
by their roots, and lay in heaps upon the roads. The fences, 
as far as we could distinguish, were all levelled. Several 
dwellings and store-houses had bee^i laid flat in the town and 
neighborhood. The vessels in the port wore an aspect of 
distress, which plainly showed that they had barely weathered 
the devastation. One, a schooner, had foundered, and tlie 
tops of her masts could just be seen above water. Others 
had been driven ashore, and their chain-cables snapped asun- 
der like threads. An East India merchant-ship, the George 
Canning, just arrived from Calcutta, which had dropped 
anchor in the harbor on the preceding day, was driven out 
to sea, and wrecked on the coast, several miles to the west- 
ward, when, of thirty-three persons on board, sixteen were 
drowned, including the captain and his wife, the ship's sur- 
geon, and several passengers. She had struck upon a reef, 
and been assailed by an irresistible force of breakers. .The 
cq>tain and the rest of those that perished took their station 
on the poop ; the seventeen who escaped took theirs upon 
the forecastle. 'The forepart of the vessel being aground, but 
not the aft, she soon parted at midships, jvhen all on the poq;> 
were precipitated into the abyss ; but those forward, in tl^ 
sequel, reached the shore in safety. — ^T wo large new houses, 
buut of wood, in a valley, were dashed to pieces; one of 
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these was renioved bodily from its foundations to a distance 
of ninety feet, and then hurled into ruins. A few minutes 
previously twenty-one persons had been under its roof^ but 
happily had left it before the catastn^he. The cottage of a 
woman, who was expecting every hour to become a mother, 
which stood near a river in the vicinity of Port Louis, was 
taken up, and let down in its proper posHion in the middle 
of the stream. The inmate remained uninjured. On the 
plantations, in the country, the cabins of the poor negroes 
were almost all prostrated, ^r laid open. Twenty-five mules 
and a horse were killed by the destruction of the stabling 
on an estate near Mr. Telfair's. A wooden mansion, of great 
strength, thirty feet long by twenty wide, belonging to Mr. 
White, a friend of ours, at Grand River, was pushed more 
than three yards from its oriorinal basis. An immense tam- 
arind-tree adjacent was fairly plucked up and overthrown, 
though some of its roots, as they came out of the ground, 
measured from twenty to thirty feet in length. We heard 
of no lives having been lost, during this hurricane, on land. 
The seventeen persons rescued from the wreck were accom- 
raodated with board and lodgings at the hospital here, till 
they could conveniently provide for themselves. We visited 
them there, and found them in good health and spirits, none 
having suffered any serious personal injury. When Mr. Ben- > 
net, after congratulating them on their extraordinary escape, 
expressed a hope that they would ever bear in grateful remem- 
brance the goodness of God, in preserving them, when so 
many of their comrades were taken away at a stroke, the 
boatswain, with characteristic indifference, replied : — *' Why 
if we were always to be thinking in that way, we should never 
venture to sea again. For my part, I have got a new berth ; 
I go on board to-morrow ; and I intend to do my duty.'' 

Within sixteen days after the desolations of this hurricane, 
the whole face of the country appeared to have been renewed, 
the trees were covered with foliage, and the ground with 
grass and ftowers. 

During our long detention here, we have been making in- 
quiries, whenever opportunity offered, respecting the circum- 
stances and state of society in Madagascar, whither we are 
bound. It is generally known that Radama, the king, (who, 
though originally a provincial chief, has now subjugated to 
himself four-fifths of the island, which he governs with great 
wisdom and energy,) some time ago concluded a treaty with 
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the British government for the abdition of the slave-trade 
throoffhoat his dominions, which, we understand, he has 
faithfully endeavored to carry into complete effect, notwith- 
standing all temptations and facilities to evade it. He has 
also encouraged our countrymen to settle in his- territories^ 
to instruct his subjects in commerce^ agriculture and useful 
arts. With a view to the introduction of other branches of 
knowledge — ^though still adhering to the superstitions of his 
country himself — he protects, in the most decided manner, 
our missionaries in their labors of teaching the common 
elements of education, in connection with religious instruc- 
tions, to such as will hearken to the latter and apply them- 
selves to the former. In furtherance, also, of his enlarged 
and enlightened plans for elevating Madagascar above its 
state of semi-barbarism, he likewise sent a number of youths, 
including a prince of the blood royal, to Blngland, to acquire 
a superior education to any that could be obtained at home. 

The Malagasse are known to be exceedingly vindictive ; 
they will not forget an injury till it has been fully avenged. 
They therefore very rarely strike one another, and never 
submit to a Mow without pursuing, if it be possible, the of* 
fender to death, if they cannot kUl him instantly. Several 
Englishmen were sent from hence to Madagascar for the ex- 
ecution of some public work, on which a great number of 
natives were employed. The superintendent was a remark- 
ably quiet and patient man ; but, being one day greatly har- 
assed and wearied out with the laziness of 4he Malagasse la- 
borers, he imprudently gave one of them ft blow. l%e same 
evening, while he was sitting in his house among his firiends, 
a shot was fired at him, through an opening in the wall, by 
which not he but another person {H'esent was killed. The 
man who discharged the musket was known to be the same 
whom he had chastised ; but the fellow immediately made 
his es(cape. Next morning the overseer, and the party who 
had been with him when the assassination was perpetrated, 
went in a body to complain to the local magistrates ; but, not 
having taken the precaution to arm themselves, they were 
way-laid by a gang of natives, and all murdered on the spot. 
The original culprit was afterwards apprehended, hanged, and 
gibbetted, under the laws of the island. 

A female rebellion took place a little while ago, in conse- 
quence of the following extraordinary grievance. It was the 
privilege of persons of that sex to dress the king's hair ; and 
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in the beauty of their long black locks both men ^and- women 
take great pride. When prin<^e Rataffe returned to Mada- 
gascar from England, his head had been shorn of its barba- 
rous honors, and converted into a curly cr<^. Radama was 
so pleased with this foreign fashion that he determined to 
adopt it, — to rid himself, probably, of the periodical plague 
of Jbair-dressing, which, according to the costume of his 
country, was a work of no little labor on the part of his 
female barbers, and of suffering patience on his part. Ac- 
cordingly, he took an opportunity, when he happened to be 
at some^ distance from his ^pitol, to have his head ppUed 
nearly to. the scalp. His first appearance in public, so dis- 
figured, threw the \yomen, whose business was thus cut up, 
into equal consternation and frenzy. They rose in mass, 
and their clamors ^threatened no little public commotion. 
But Radama was not a man to be intimidated, or averted 
from his purpose, by such means. His me^ures were severe 
and decisive. He 3urrounded the whole insurgent molvwith 
a body of well-disciplined soldiers, and demanded the imme- 
diate surrender of four of their ring-leaders. These being 
given up, he turned to his guards and said, " will nobody rid 
_me of these troublesome women f when those present rush- 
ed upon the poor ceatures, and slaughtered them at once. 
Radama then commanded the dead bodies to be thrown into 
the midst of their companions, who were kept three days 
without food in the armed circle of military, while the dogs, 
before their eyes, devoured the putrid corpses of their friends. 
The consequences did hot stop here ; infection broke out, some , 
died, and the rest fled, and returned to their homes. 

The laws of Madagascar are very sanguinary, and capital 
punishment is inflicted for very small offences. Some years 
ago, we are told that it was death to take snuff, smoke 
tobacco, or for a man to keep a dog or a cat in his house. 
Trial by ordeal was frequent, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that a practice sp iniquitous and absurd could be 
abolished even by a royal despot. Radama, the king, being 
ill, the English agent (Mr. Hastie) gave him calomel ; in 
consequence of which his Majesty's mouth became, as was 
to be ei^pected, affected, and his breath foBtid. The courtiers 
insisted that he had been .poisoned by some of his house- 
hold, and required that they should all be subjected to the 
tangar. Both the king and the English agent assured them 
*hat they were mistaken , and stated the simple fact, the 
21 ♦ 
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of thecjmptoms, and the probable care that woald 
entoe. They would not believe ; and Radama, himself, was 
oompdled to yield to their demands. The tangar is the 
poisonous kernel of an indigenous nut; a little of which 
being scraped off upon the tongue of the suspected person 
with certain ceremonies, it is presumed that if guiltless it 
will not hart, but if guilty it will destroy him. On this occa* 
sion thirty innocent people were tried by this test, when twen 
ty-eight o^ them died. 

A yet more hideous mockery of justice was sometimes 
employed. The (|ueen was ill, and she was supposed to have 
been poisoned by some of her female attendants. A number 
of these were brought to the ordeal of (each) having first one 
joint of one finger, then another of the same, and so on fi'om 
finger to finger, and firom the fingers to the hands, and fi-om 
the hands to the wrists, the wrists to the elbows, and the el- 
bows up to the shoulders, — chopped off in succession (even 
to the mutilation of the whole body in case of contumacy) 
so long as the sufferer could endure the torture, — ^tfaat is, till 
she confessed the crime of which she was only suspected, 
li^ther guilty or not ; when she was of course put to death 
at once. Thus there was no alternative between being mur- 
dered by inches, or by one merciful blow, — ^the mercy not 
being shown till the wretch was thus proved to be a criminal, 
and deserving of none. 

One of our missionaries once witnessed a most tragical 
spectacle, the burning alive of three soldiers, who had been 
found guilty of cowardice, — a misdemeanor which Radania 
punishes with inexorable rigor. The culprits were brought 
forth, heavily -loaded with chains. One of them, however, 
by a desperate effort, got away, and rushed down a neighbor- 
ing precipice ; but he was pursued, overtaken, and hurried 
back to the place of execution. There the three living 
bodies were laid like faggots, one upon another, when wood 
being heaped around them, fire was set to the pile, and the 
vriio^ were consumed together. 

One day, when the late British resident was dining at the 

Sace, <me.of the wives of Radama had in some manner of- 
ded him, when, so impetuous and unappeasable was his 
wrath, that he called to an ofilcer at table, and commanded 
hkn to go out instantly and take off the woman's head. The 
oiic^ obeyed ; and, soon after returning, the king inquired 
whether hb order had been obeyed, '* Yes," was the reply. 
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and the eompanj proceeded with their dintters, tm thengh a 
mere erery^day circumstance had happened. He kiidtrs^ 
notwithstan^ng, when and how, in a politic way, to exercise 
clemency. Scnne of his conquered enemies and forced sutN 
jects have taken the oath of allegiance three or four time«, 
and again rehelled, before he has finally passed sentence of 
death upon them. How powerfully does the recital of scenes 
sudi as these confirm the declaration of Scripture, ** that the 
dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruel* 
ty !" And how strongly should it excite every Christian 
heart to plead with God speedily to fulfil his *' eovenctnt,*' 
which declares it to be his purpose — ** that the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
depthsof the sea!'' 



CHAPTER LIII. 

FttrOMr Iiiforaiatio& re^Mctme Madagasctr—Thtf lat« Mr. Hatde, Brit^ 
iih A^nt at Tananarivo— Customs in Mada|^Mcar on tfaa Dcat)^ of 
a Native — ^Tribute to the King — Royal Exhortation in favor of Hus- 
bandry — Punishment of Offenders — Sumptuary Laws — CleanHness— 
Bur3ring Valuables with the Dead — Child-murder— Singular Release 
of Prisoners-^Rataffe — Charms, Or Amulets—Barbarous Ordeal — ^Ex- 
pedition of King Radama — Kind's Army — Peculiar Burial-service — 
oprituous Liquor — ^Band of Robbers attacked — Moderation of Radama 
— Northern Fart of Mada^car — Preserved Skulls — Favor shown to 
British Ships-^-Charactenstic Dialogue — Mode of catching flsh^- 
Alligators — Monkeys — The^ word Vahing — ^Large Bamboos-— Wild 
Bulls-Grayer of an aged Chieftain for Success in an Enterprise— 
Vampire-Bats — Wild Boars — Native Greet^i^|s — Domestic Animals 
• — <jrrain cultivated — Malagasse Women — Notices of the Country — 
Conduct of the King during an Expedition. 

Among those of our countrymen who have, from thne to 
time, resided a while in Madagascar, none, probably, ever 
enjoyed so much of the confidence of Radama, or exercised 
so much influence over him, as the late Mr. Hastie. He had 
been in the ranks of the army in this island (Mauritius), but 
having distinguished himself by various public services, and 
by some means or other having obtained sufficient acquaint- 
ance with the Malagasse langua^, he was employed by 
governor Farquhar in the negotiation for abolishing the 
uave-trade in that quarter. This being successfully accom- 
plished, Mr. Hastie remained at the court of Radama as rep- 



Digitized by 



Google 



MS TBK LATS SR. BASTtE. 

w w ntatJ Te of the ^tish interests there. Sabtequently he 
locompanied the king in various campaigns and journeys, in 
diffisrent parts of MiSagaiscar, and became, in a great meas- 
ure, his Majesty's leading adviser, in both military and civil 
matters. In this situation he befriended our missionaries, 
and the cause in which they were engaged, in various 
ways. He died not long ago. From some of his papers 
which have fallen into our hands, we have collected Uie ^- 
lowing intelligence respecting Madagascar and its affiurs, 
which (imperfect and loose as it is) may yet be of service to 
ns in the event of our visit there ; but at any rate it cannot 
fiul to gratify the curiosity of those of our countrymen who 
may hereafter peruse the present journal. 



Fnm. Mr, Hastie^s Journal, from September 1, 1822, to 
^pn7 22, 1823. 

It is a custom of the natives of Madagascar to iire small 
arms repeatedly near the houses where the bodies of their 
deceased relations- are laid out ; also, on every occasion of 
removing a corpse ; — ^and the mortality in the camp, at times, 
has been^such, that the observance of this formality, towards 
the dead bodies brought to the capital for interment, caused 
an almost constant discharge of muslcetry. Yet it is deserv- 
ing of notice that the custom of bringing the bones of persons 
who have died in distant districts to the neighborhood of the 
residences of their families, isnmv practised to a very Hmited 
extent in comparison with former times ; three bodies only 
having been brought from the Sacalave district whilst any 
appearance of hostility existed there, though thousands have 
been removed since the termination of the war. 

On the conclusion of the addresses made by the king Ra- 
dama and the chiefe, in cobar, the usual formality of present* 
ing manassin (tribute) to the king commenced, and several 
hundred dollars cut in small pieces, besides a greater quanti- 
ty uncut, were'speetlily collected. 

The chieftains were assembled to-day (Jan. 24, 1823). 
The king (Radama) again addressed them, representing an 
immediate necessity for their application to husbandry and 
manufactures, as the only means by which their situation 
may be improved, and their wants satisfied. He spoke large- 
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ij on the 8ub9e6t, ind concluded by saying — ** Surely you 
will exert yourselves to raise your progeny from a level with 
the Caffres. We must no longer be classed with the Mozam^ 
biques. Our friends declare that we were not born to be 
slaves." He then distributed a quantity of wheat, and other 
grain, to be sown, among the chiefii, &c. At the close of 
the meeting, agreeably to the custom of the country, those 
who had received the seed entered into wagers with each 
other on the success of their particular modes of i^ulti- 
vating it. 

It was a custom of the chieftains of the district of Ovah 
to allow persons, or the descendants of such, who had ren- 
dered particular services to the state, or more immediately 
to their ancestors, — the privilege of demanding pardon for 
themselves, or even a member of their family, on the event 
of such individuals having transgressed the laws. — But this 
custom being attended by various evils has been abolished by 
the king, who decreed that rewards should be given to the 
brave and deserving. — He confirmed the existing laws which 
declare that a theft of any property amounting in value to 
more than a fowl, or the twenty-fourth part of a dollar, should 
subject the perpetrator to a cohar ; and enacted that all minor 
thefts should subject the offenders to work such a number of 
days on the public roads as the police-officers of the district, 
where such thefts were committed, should adjudge. — ^He also 
positively commanded that the police of every district should 
fturnish rations to every person voluntarily offering his services 
on the public works, by which means he removed the neces^ 
sity of any person committing a theft to satisfy the wants of 
nature, as his labor would thus secure him subsistence. 

When advice has been given to the natives of Ovah, tend- 
ing to excite them to industry, they have been frequently 
heard to state that they did not labor under any particular 
wants, as they were not permitted to wear jewellery and 
clothes, except of a certain description, which latter, and 
subsistence, they obtained without much exertion. It being 
also ascertained that the prohibition of the use of pork had 
not originated in the observance of any religious formalities, 
but was a command of the king's ancestors ; — and as it was 
the general opinion that an abolition of such restrictions would 
be of advantage in promoting industry and economy, a 
representation was made to Radama to that effect^ which 
was ultimately successfril.— As some mark of distraction. 
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howeTtr^ was deemed necessary to be preserved, it was 
finally enacted, ** that no person, not of noble blood, should 
wear either gdd or coral in their hair."-^The king a^in 
took occasion, when he granted this favor, to recomntiend 
agriculture, manufactures, and commerce ; and made a Jaw 
by which any perscm found to pass two or more successive 
days in idleness, should be subjected to w<Nrk a similar nunt- 
her of days on the roads ! 

The tumult of joy on the publishing of the cobar, taking 
oiT the restrictions (named above), exceeded any that I have 
witnessed in Ovah since the abolilion of the slave-trade for 
exportation. The shouts of exultation and thanks were so 
violent and continued, that the ministers could not obtain 
silence, to puUish some other orders about building bridges, 
(or upwards of two hours. And on the dispersing of the as- 
sembly the buz2 of joyful expressions, thanking Radama, was 
continyed in every direction. 

The want of cleanliness, at the capital, in the public streets 
and passages, could not fail to attract the attention of every 
stranger. Indeed, to it may, in a great measure, be attribut- 
ed the sufferings of a part of the population, many of whom 
are afflicted with filthy diseases. — Am order was issued for 
keeping the metropolis clean, and the disobedient were sub- 
jected to penalties. ■ Hence, from being as filthj a town as 
any in the Eastern hemisphere, Tananarivo may vie with the 
best regulated as to cleanliness. 

)t was a matter much to be regretted, that many persons, 
endeavoring to make a display of respect for deceased rela- 
tives, oflen contracted debts in purchasing valuable dothes 
and ornaments to throw into the graves of the departed, 
agreeably to ancient, usage. — ^Indeed, several instances have 
occurred in which individuals had been reduced to bondage 
for want of punctuality in discharging their engagements on 
such accounts. Thus had the dead been enveloped in rich 
clothing and ornaments, and stirrounded by silver, whilst the 
nearest living relations were reduced by such means to the 
lowest state man can arrive at — slavery. This evil has 
been, in a great measure, put down by a law ''That all 
debts, contracted for the purpose of obtaining articles to bury 
with deceased persons, are declared to be unlawful, and can- 
not be recovered." 

The barbarous custom of putting children to death in some 
parts of Madagascar, born on certain unlucky days, had aw- 
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fully prevailed. This evil is likewise stopped, to a great ex- 
tent, by a law which declares the crime murder, except in the 
Maam district, where the chief is in favor of the horrid prac- 
tice. But the women of that district who are likely to be 
confined on any of the unlucky days, are permitted, nay, re- 
quired^ to leave the place before their delivery, and to take 
up their abode in Ovah. The l^ng is resolved to put down 
this exception also very soon. 

From Mr. Hastie's Journal, from Sept. 28, 1823, to Jan. 1, 
1824. 

Radama, in ^ cobar (or puUic assembly), on one occasion, 
exhorted the people not to consult the sorcerers, or resort to 
ordeals in doubtful cases, in settling petty differences among 
themselves. — ^At every favorable opportunity he warns them 
not to decH in slaves. — ^Finding that some chiefs had winked 
at a murder, he displaced them, and appointed others in their 
stead. — ^Being informed that a store containing rice, which 
belonged to a European, had been burnt down, he told the 
people, that in fliture, if any thing of the kind happened, 
the whole district should make good the loss. — A sergeant in 
the army, convicted of cowar£ce, was immediately burnt 
alive. 

On the banks of the Esanbava the following scene took 
place. — ^Radama ordered that all the prisoners of war should 
be led forth ; he then desired those natives of the several 
districts through which he had passed, who, at his request, 
had been deputed to accompany them, to lay claim, if they 
could, to such as had beeii made prisoners, ^though not taken 
in open hostility. The entire number of captives exposed 
was upwards of sixteen hundred. Any view which descrip- 
tion may present can but. faintly portray what followed. 
Feelings of commiseration were for the moment suspended, 
on observing the intense anxiety with which all parties that 
were interested looked around ; these to discover and claim 
their kindred — those in search of Telations, or companions, 
who would claim them — and (a third party) many of the 
possessors of the captives, staring, in dismay, for fear of the 
approach of claimants of their booty. A brief pause took 
place, which was interrupted to afford pleasute of a superior 
description. More than a fourth of the prisoners were led 
to the hoot by soldiers, who honorably declared that these 
mdividuals haid not been taken in arms. The burst of 
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ftpplaose, oeoasioniEHl by this conduct, contimied several 
minutes, and panzaka indriano (king indeed !) resounded 
through the assembly. A number oS persons were then 
brought forward, who belonged not to districts concerned 
with those in hostility to Radama, but who had, on vagiM 
reports, abandoned their houses, and been taken amraigst 
those who had refused allegiance to Ovah (TananariTo). 
These the king ordered to be released, at a ransom of three 
dollars each ; on which a second thunder of applause broke 
forth. Bartering and ransoming then occupied all parties to 
a late hour, when it was found that few, besides the depend- 
ants on Matahitasoannata, remained unredeemed. What 
a variety of sensations many of these poor creatures must 
have experienced during the day ! 'Some captives were seen 
in extreme anxiety, gazing around for a friend to claim them. 
Others, after finding such a one, were busily contriving 
means to raise the necessary sum, or an e^ivalent, to pur- 
chase liberty. In several instances, enough was found to 
obtain the freedom of a mother, a wife, <a a sister ; yet not 
enough to obtain the release of her sucking infant ; and it 
was delightful to witness the avidity wkh which the relation^ 
acquaintances, and neighbors of the sufferers stripped them- 
selves of their ornaments, and even their clothing, to e£^ct 
the emancipation of their connections. Several of the un- 
fortunate group who had, for a long time, vainly desired the 
ap]Mroach of a relation or friend, and were consequently suf- 
fering that depression which the expiring hopes of release 
from slavery must inflict, were unexpectedly cheered by the 
embrace of a deliverer ; and, at the instant when they were 
sinking into despair, were filled with all the happy emotiom 
that a return to home and liberty could diffuse. Others, 
again, as hope died, and time wore away, sunk into despond* 
ency, or b^ame so Istupified that they were unconscious of 
the misery that awaited them. The eagerness with which 
many of the deputed persons, who had accompanied the 
king fi^m the southward (for the purpose of restoring those 
connected with them), sought out the objects fw whom they 
were interested, was truly gratifying ; nor could their dis- 
appointment, when such search proved unsuccessful, be 
noticed without pain* It is true that apathy and indolence* 
a recklessless for the present state, add want of thougl^ k^ 
the future, m^t be fbund depicted on soBie coustenanees ; 
but these attracted little observation amidst the more i 
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Bive scenes axouno, which could not fail to exeke in th^l 
beholder sentiments of admiration and delight to witness 
the workings of nature in these tude peo|>le ; and which 
transported his attention, from group to group, through all 
the diversity of affecting occurrences which were momen- 
tarily taking place. Next day it was found that a Consider- 
able number was left, who were unable to ransom themselres. 
Hereupon, Mr. Hastie having pleaded their cause, the king 
was induced to give them all their liberty, and return the 
mcmey which had been paid, in pledge, the day before. He 
likewise restored nearly all the catUe which^ hb army had 
taken. This crowning act of grace occasioned an indescrib- 
able tumult of joy. 

Rataffe, a chief, who commanded an army in a province 
which was in alliance with Radama, had committed various 
acts of plunder, as well as allowed his officers and soldiers 
to do the same, in carrying off the people's catde, taking 
their clothes, trinkets, cooking utensils, ^c. This, came to 
the knowledge of Radama, when he travelled tlurough the 
district He immediately called a p'ivat^ meeting of Rataffe, 
his brother^in«law, and all his officers, and rebuked them 
with great severity, as having disobeyed his orders, and 
broken the terms of alliance. He concluded by ordering 
every article, even the most minute, (o be brought forth, 
immediately,^ and put down on a plain ; adding, in language 
well understood in this island, that, if Rataffe and the oif- 
ficers of the army did not most strictly obey his orders, they 
must remember that they were their own executioners. Im- 
mediately herds of cattle, clothes, household furniture, per- 
sonal ornaments, and all sorts of things in common use, 
covered the plain, and the claimants were* directed to cmne 
forward and identify their proi>erty, and take it away. The 
king afterwards sent a message to the chieftain of the district 
that he was angry and grieved for the wrong which had been 
done, and which was entirely contrary, not to his wishes 
cmly, but also to his commands ; and, ftirthermore, to prove 
his sincerity, he had determined to tend a part of his people 
to offisr tribute at the tombs of the ancestors of the Boyana 
^eftains, and to depo^ there thote gifts which, by usage, 
are deemed acceptable as an atonemmit for uiy unmtc»ittcuial 
brea^ of a political engagement 

The natives oi one place are described, in Mr. KumMb 
joamal, as clothed in sofia cloth of their own mam^aotwfw 

VOL, 111. 22 
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Their ornaments chiefly consist of bits of wood, cut into a 
yarietjof fanciful forms, and strung with thread so as to 
make collars and necklaces, which are generally charged 
with amulets, or nostrums,, that are purchased from a class 
of peofde who live well by Imposing on the credulity of 
others. Such charms are reported to possess virtues to pre 
vent, or render ineffectual, any attempt meditated against 
*the wearers by their enemies. These people appear very 
desirous to obtain showy baubles in glass, brass, and earthen 
ware. Many elderly persons, and others in the prime of 
life, fall victims to the ordeal by Tofiguar — an usage by 
which Mr. Hastie says that he has known Ovah (the district 
comprehending the capital^ annually deprived of thousands of 
inhabitants. This superstition still remains in effect ; and such 
is the prejudice of the natives that scarcely a sigh escapes for 
the sufferings of -the nearest or dearest*connections when they 
are submitted to this ordeal. The practice is for both the ac 
cuser apd the accused to drink poison, prepared from a plant 
called tanguar ; and the people have a notion that, if the 
party be innocent, the poison will take no effect ; but, if 
guilty; it will immediately kill him. Mr. Hastie mentions 
several instances of this barbarous ordeal, and, amongst 
others, the following : A man, of the name of Layhoorj 
being in debt, went into another district, where he stole a 
fine boy, and offered him to his creditor in payment. This- 
villain was detected ; but he denied the fact, and submitted 
to the ordeal — for, being a crafty fellow, he knew how to 
counteract the effects of the poison — consequently he sur- 
vived the test and was .acquitted. Afterwards, however, he 
was again brought up to answer for the crime, when he was 
proved guilty, and sold himself into slavery. Meanwhile^ on 
the other hand, the creditor, who had received the boy from 
him in payment of a just debt, declined to drink the poison, 
whereupon he was declared guilty of being himself the thief, 
and, as a penalty, was obliged to give two slaves, one of 
whom was his own child. When the real culprit, his fraud- 
ulent debtor, was subsequently discovered, of course the two 
slaves were returned to the wronged and innocent creditor. 
4^ man was charged with having stden a bullock ; but, in 
this instance, the ordeal was tried upon dogs, representing 
-the loser and the supposed thiefl The latter was found 
guilty and enslaved. In the sequel, however, the bullock 
whidi had been missing, and for which the pocnr fellow had 
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been panished, was found, and he was rest(Mred to libertj. 
Mr. Jefferies (a medical gentleman) was requested to attend 
a female, after child-birth ; help came too late, and she died. 
The king happening to remark to her relatives that the people 
about her should have been more careful, on the ensuing aaj 
the deceased's mother and sister, her husband's mother, two 
other near kinsfolk, all the family, evincing extreme grief at 
their loss, came to his Majesty, and requested permission to 
take the tanguar, to prove their innocence of any intended 
neglect or maltreatment of their relative. Radama told them 
that there was no occasion for the ordeal, and that they were 
fools for proposing it, as out of five some one or more would 
most likely suffer. They all declared that the guilty alone 
could suffer ; and repeated their request to be allowed to 
prove their innocence, stating that it was necessary for their 
characters that they should do so, or the world would con- 
sider them guilty. — ^Finally, the king permitted the ordeal to 
be resorted to ; when the cunpananguin, or administrator of ^ 
the potion, having, a^ Radama expressed it, made the draught 
too bitter, every one of the five fell victims to this feeling of ' 
honor, and not a tear was shed for them. 

Radama declared that these recent instances were not 
necessary to prove to him the fallacy of the ordeal ; yet he 
advanced even the latter case as a proof that the prejudice 
is so in favor of the ordeal that it keeps thousands from com- 
mitting crimes ; and only hardened rogues will dare to essay 
it. People would exclaim, were he to prohibit the use of it — 
*' What, will Radama no longer permit the administration 
of justice ?" The king is, however, determined to abolish 
the practice at an early period. 

[Prom Mr. Hastie's Journal, firom May 26 and 27, to Nov. 
2, when he accompanied Radama on an expedition.] 

Radama, before he set off, supplicated divine aid in his 
undertakings at the tombs of his ancestors. He did the 
same in passing through the village of Ambuymonga, where 
his father was buried. A^ little north of the capital there is 
a custom of the people feeding on the cattle of the rich after 
their death. Many poles are set up, on which the skulls of 
twenty to forty head of cattle, consumed on such an occasion, 
are exposed ; and marks of upwards of a thousand fire-places 
are fi-equently seen ih the vicinity of tombs. Thermometer, 
at sunrise, 53^ ; at three, P. M., at 90f . 

Before setting off, the army sat on the outside of their 
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t^y iobabited by trib^^ of ilMooking peqpie. Tbm ll ^m^ 
Vf9 Iniilt of mud or mattings of palm-Fenves. Their ololhing 
ift XQO^Uy made of hemp ai^ cottoa mixed, or still w^^se mar 
tfu^al^. They have heotls of cattle, as well as she^^ gPKt^^ 
aiid Quioevftxwls. They groi^ ricQ, manioc, sugar-q^i^ 6&i^ 
Their villages do not appear to be fortified,^ as they ar^ qo| 
%firajd of inyasion. AU submitted to him, and owne4 ^up 
tl^ii^ ^¥9reigii, and brought him tribute. The 1^^ of ttm 
oouotry is cove^:>ed with mountains and hills ; qf ^<i valWys 
bj^tw^^,. som/s, but not many, are cultivat^ed. The ki^ «|^ 
pi^^s to have acted with ^eat justice and. lenity, an4itn h«v^ 
niceived every mark of respect 

In the palace of the chieflain of Boyana, the greal. testi«iQ«* 
nijals of hjs royalty — ^the skulls of liis ancestors^— ^were prcK 
fl^c^ upon a raised frame, inclosed by hangings of whit^ 
cloth. 

O^ (aijydiing,. the n^wsters of Andrian Soul (thw <*ioOx 
'^W^yipg <^ ^^^^ ^f cattle, immediately shot two of th<e^ bc^s^ 
hfiilQckk iu it^ according to a custom practised by all^ per^onis^ 
obai^^d, on duty by the chiefs of Boyana. 

In a conversation with commodore Nourse, of the Audrox^ 
^h^» Rad^ma said that, ** in the early part of his li&, he 
was in a state of darkness ; his forefathers, to whom it was^ 
his. duty to. look up with respect, were entirely uua^Uainted 
^4ji tKev proceedings of the world, aud, consequently^ were 
ificapable. of giving him such instruction as could aulvaace 
him above their low estat^. He had, however, by application 
npA perseverance, got into a path by which he was enabled 
to raise, himself, The success attending his various ente^^ 
IfisG^ was such as satisfied him that he was correct ip aUriibN 
utf^g ajl be knew to the lessons which he had received fi^ 
th^^ Qrit^h nation and, government Pie was confirmed in. 
tlm propriety of hist present views, and he would,, thereferc,. 
pursuji them, with increased ardor.'' 

I'Ue^ plaAS. of a certain chief and his people, conquered b|? 
Bv^^a, h<id bc;^ generally laid, and were sometimes, ex^. 
<^ute4) % ^vi^man, originally a slave, but who had the address^ 
tp, make theiy. believe that she was the spirit of a decease^ 
chieftain of note, called THemamoshima Moan, who foriperly 
was possessed of great power in the district named Valanha- 

1^4wa, tm one occasion, declared that to export, or i»jK 
j^QP^ sj^'^s.were primes of equal magnitude, and ougHt.to be, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



C^AiUCTSIUSTlC DIAL06UB. 

B Pl ii « )ffid 99 capital ounces ; that tlKfi should be puiiiab»4 
with loss of life, or liberty, according to circumstajQces ; and 
that he prohibited hi? subjects from resorting to the use of 
nostrums, charms, or unknown medicines, which ve &e* 
quently, to their great detriment, imposed on them by designr 
ing knaves at high prices; but which have, in many instances, 
occasioned much disturbance and bloodshed, by inducing Uie 
credulous who trust in them to disobey the law^, and even to 
rise up in arn^s against the established authorities. 
' 1824. Aug. 3. Radama published a decree that all British 
vessels^ visiting his ports for lawful trade, should pay fifteen 
dollars charge-money, and five per cent duty on dl artidcis, 
the produce of Madagascar, exported. This was accompit* 
nied with an assurance of safety i&nd protection to British 
sul^ectSy for the better civilization of his people, and theintror. 
ductfon of various arts and sciences among them ; expresfdy 
allowing the former to build ships and houses, to cultivate . 
lands, to carry on lawfiil trade; also to come and ^o at thoibr 
own pleasure without hinderance, or payment of any other 
duty. 

, Andrian Soul, a conquered chief, having been permitted 
to build a lH>use, came to Radama. to ask him if he were 
obliged always to Jive in that house, as he was fond of goi^ 
about* Radama^ replied, *'0 no; go where yon like, and do 
what you like, only thai is your stated residence." " Very 
good, very good,'* said Andrian Soul; " I should like to go 
about. — I have as yet but very few wives: you (Radama) 
sent me but ten women's cloths ; I hope that I am not to be 
limited to that number of wives." " By no means," answered 
Ra4ama, •'' I prescribe no limit; it depends entirely upoa 
yourself and the females that you seek^" ** But,, in case of 
n^ being refused, may I still command?" asked Aadriaii 
Sbkj^. " No," replied Radama.; ** it ifr not w«^ to commani 
o^ su<^ ecca^ons. Conciliatory measur^Qv are much betteiv 
yoq l^now. When you^ address a woman who vf not pr«- 
e^ga^, and she and her parents consent, you will not be 
subject to any difiiculty ; but, should any occur, Ramanetae 
wiU< ^iraoge all that." *' Very good, very gopd 1" exclaimed, 
theio^r: ''Oh I that is very good, ipde^! But bow, as. 
to the marded' women 1" ''As. to that," said Radama, 
gfAveiy, " it is not a subject to address me upon/' And ho 
addP<^ with a little severity, " When Uiey are mamied^ i\asj 
are:iB4r;i:ied, and are not fit objects to be sought after ; the. 
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ltW8 define all that" This was heard with a long-drawn 
ngh by Ai^drian Soul ; and Radama, desirous of putting an 
end to such conversation, proposed going out, where the 
chiefhun's followers were instructing some of his servants in 
their mode of dancing. Andrian Soul's eyes were open, and 
his^ ears too ; but he sat as if he saw not, as if he heard not, 
any thing that passed, for a long time. He then retired at 
his usual hour to pray. — N. B. He is a Mahommedan. 

At a lake near the river Mananique the natives catch fish 
in the following manner. They make nooses, and attach 
them to a line which is fastened to two poles sunk into the 
mud, which poles are about twenty yards apart from each 
other. When the nooses are prepared, the fishermen with- 
draw quietly in their canoes, and having remained tranquil a 
little time, at the distance of about one hundred yards, they 
commence beating the water with long bamboos, and so con- 
tinue as they proceed, till they return to their nooses, where 
they frequently have to dispute with a kayman (the alligator) 
for their property, and sometimes jose both fish and nooees. 
When driving several herds of cattle across a river, the 
soldiers were placed on both sides, who kept up a constant 
fire of blank-cartridges to intimidate the kaymans from at- 
tacking the cattle. But such was their excessive fierceness 
that they seized, in some droves three, in others five, and in 
several more than ten, of the unfortunate bullocks. " Putting 
out of consideration the losses thus sustained,'' Mr. Hastie 
says, '^ it certainly was very interesting to observe a beast 
carried down by the alligators, and speedily torn to pieces 
by the ravenous monsters, many of which were soon seen 
near the surface, throwing portions of their prey into the air, 
and catching the same in their jaws, previous to consuming 
it, which they did above the -water. The frequency of this 
occdrrence, under such circumstances, and in the presence 
of almost constant firing, appeared strange. I have often seen 
the kaymans bring out their prey to the banic-side, and de- 
vour it there ; but I have no reason to believe that they are 
incapable of feeding under water : yet, in a rapid river, it is 
probable that they might be carried down some distance 
. when so employed ; and their hunger and voracity, on seeing 
a plentiful supply, may induce them to make unusual exer- 
tions to partake of it. When a bullock was seizied, thirty ot 
forty kaymans were sometimes seen about it, but I did not 
notice any instance of one trying to take a piece from another. 
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Radama's followers shot sev^rd, all of which were carri64 
dowa with the current. - I remained at the river till noon, 
and in the course of that time killed seven that had crept up 
far on the nmd, at the bank-side, after having satisfied them- 
selves with heef. Some of these were about sixteen feet in 
length ; and a boy who accompanied me shot one that meas- 
ured twenty-three feet, The animal was not four yards di9* 
tant when he fired, and, the ball traversing the back part of 
the head, it did not make any exertion to get into the water. 
It proved to be a female. The stomach, when opened, was 
ahnost gorged with the raw beef which she had devoured ; 
and, being near her increasing season, not less than fifty* 
seven complete eggs were taken out of her." Mr. Hasti« 
once found an alligator's nest with sixty eg^ in it. The 
natives eat these, but do not esteem them delicate Ibod. 

The solicitude of the monkey tribe for their young has 
c^len been noticed. Wishing to get a few dozen maki's 
(monkey) skins, I shot several, and among them, uninteo* 
Uonally , smne females carrying . their young ones. When 
alarmed, they carefiiUy conceal them under their arms, and 
often place Uiemselves in the fork, or behind the branch, of 
a tree, so that it is not easy to see the young. I shot a fe* 
inale on a very high )>ranch, and when she had tumbltd 
within twenty feet of the ground she let fall a cub, whi^ 
happened to light on a bush very near me. In this position 
it was seen by a male maki, possibly the fn^her, which immo* 
diately descended the tree, and, grasping the little one, hastily 
regained his elevated post, and aeiuatty eried^ as he kx>ked 
down at the dying mother, with which a second young one 
was discovered, clinging close under her arm, whence it 
was not disentangled without some trouUe. I shot anothet 
mother, the young one of which fell to the ground, and im- 
inediat^y leaped upon one of my dogs, that had bng and 
soft hair — a bitch, so very docile and ^iet th^t she did not 
attempt to remove this strange companion, till the ktter at* 
lempted to get under her fore-leg. Not being Mt to eflect 
iMs, the lit^e monkey cliihbed on a branch of a tree, where 
ft was alRsctionately received by one of its own species. 

The boys that followed me brought several young raakis 
(vi^iose mothers had bean shot) to the camp. I took two iot 
the largest, which I found would eat the leaves of the sakoa- 
tree, and placed them on some branches put up for sha^e 
outside of my tent. But they instinctively clung together. 
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and each being desirous of being carried by its comrade, as 
they had been accustomed to be carried by then- dams, they 
constantly grappled in close quarters, and fell to the ground, 
where they continued to struggle, each trying to get under 
the arm of the other, until they were separated. ^ 

We arrived at a small stream called Mcubidua, running 
from a lake of that name, into which the best assagai, or 
spear, of every person that dies in the distsict, is thrown on 
the day of his interment, as a certain mode of placing it at 
his future command. 

It may be worthy of remark that the word vahing, or r<»- 
heeuy is the term for a stranger in Ovah, as it is the same in 
Boyana. But the chieftains of the Sacaiaves are averse that 
any name or term should approach in sound either the name 
of themselves or any part of their family.* Hence, when it 
wais determined that the mother of Rataratz, who came un- 
eipectedly into the world, should be named Ra-vahing (ra 
expresses dignity), it was forbidden that the term vahing 
• should be applied to any other person except herself; and the 
word ampainsick was instituted to denominate stranger. 
From similar causes the names of rivers, places, and things, 
have suffered so many changes, on the western coast, ihat 
fluent confusion occurs ; for, after being prohibited by their 
chiefiains from applying any particular terms to the accus- 
tomed signification, the natives will not acknowledge to have 
ever known them in their former sense. This practice -werj 
much resembles the jealous monopoly of names by the kings 
and great chie& of the Pacific islands. 

We arrived at the village of a very consequential female 
Manjaka, called Efatua, who, on my requesting the attend- 
ance of her followers to procure supplies of provisions, desired 
that I would first come and dance before her, in acknowl- 
edgement of her superiority, as she had both drums and sing- 
ing-women — appendages of rank, to the possession of whi^ 
great honor is attached in the Sacalave country. 

Mr. Hastie found some bamboos, in Madagascar, of great 
size, some pieces (joints perhaps) bemg four feet in len|^, 
and twenty inches in diameter. He shot a bullock eight 
hundred pounds' in weight. The flesh of the wild bull' is 
hard, tough, and not savory ; but that of the cow tender and 
well flavored. In the course of one day's journey he saw 
not fewer than six hundred head of wild cattle. He remarks 
that those of the people with him who used the least ^xer- 
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tion suffered the most from ferer. The wild bulls scrtpe 
holes in the ground with their feet, and then rub their horns 
in them, apparently in order to sharpen them, but perhaps 
only in the rage of menace, for Mr. Hastie shot one while 
thus engaged in preparation to attack him. The grass 
among which they pasture is sometimes ten feet high. In 
this, when the wild cattle want to conceal themselves, they 
lie down on their bellies, with their fore feet under their 
nose, and their hind legs under their belly ; if alarmed, they 
spring up in a moment, and gallop off in a cloud that dark- 
ens the face of the country in their course. A wild bull, 
going at full speed, will turn in a twentieth part of the space, 
and in a twentieth part of the time, that a horse can. They 
are so quick-scented, that they can only be approached from 
the leeward. ,The least noise, even the falling of the branch 
of a tree, to the windward, will frighten a whole herd away. 

Radama's army, while encamped in the district of Sacd- 
laves, was divided into parties to go and hunt the wild bul- 
locks. Agreeably to the custom of the country, on the first 
herd being seen, the party halted, laid down their arms, 
with the muzzles of the guns and the points of the spears 
turned to the rear ; and an aged chieftain* implored for suc- 
cess on the enterprise in nearly the following terms : — 

" O thou great Rangoor h master of these superb plains 
and herds, be it known to thee that the mighty king, Ra- 
dama, attended by a formidable army, is thy visitor ; and it 
will only be consistent with^ thine own high dignity, and his 
exalted rank as governor of the earth, a king unequalled by 
any other king, that thou shouldest present him with a part 
of thy superabundant stock for the use of his attendants. Be 
it known to thee, O Rangoor ! that the wants of the mighty 
king are bounded, but his liberality is without bounds ; he is 
slow in accepting, but lavish in bestowing, favors. He comes 
not in hostile array, but as thy visitor in amity. O you, 
Coutafauts and Taihaua ! guardians of your great master's 
innumerable flocks, let it be your care to do him honor in 
the selection of the presents that he may order for the use 
of his royal visitor, so that we, his attendants, may partake 
of such fare as will induce us to make favorable representa- 
tions of your attention to our mighty king, and thereby enti- 
tle you to hisi beneficent consideration. We again repeat, 
we are visitors in amity, and only claim your hcM^ttble en- 
tertainment during our sojourn with you." 
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TIm iiqppUettkNi being ended, we idvancgd tofwrnrda the 
kcrd of v^wtrds of t thoinand, &c. 

I Ttttted t settlement of vunpire^ts, vrhere very many 
tlwQiuidt of these crettures were clustered together. I 
killed t number before any were cooked, when I was mack 
diiappointed it finding them out of season and very lean. 
The Sacalaves assert that these Tampires do not swdlow any 
thing solid, and say that they chew the adoblaki and the 
vwear ; also a species of figs, with some other tender young 
fmit, and the leaves of trees, but that they swallow the ^uice 
only. 

The king's greyhounds took me a wild boar, that had its 
eyes nearly in front of its head; Under these were two deep 
indentures ; and, within nine inches of the extremity of its 
snout, two excrescences, of three inches each in length. 

We often saw numerous fk>cks of Guinea-fowls. When 
disturbed, these birds run close together, hold their heads 
high up, and stand so that several may be killed at m 



The Ovah (Tattanarivo) people become melancholy when 
tkny have been a htde time absent firomiiome. Many ctny 
with them a small parcel of their native soil, when going on 
what they coniBider a long journey ; and they firequently in- 
voke the Almighty that they may be permitted to restore it 
to the spot from whence they took it. When on the road to 
return to their native jJace they are always very gay. 

Daring the morning several small parties, arriving from 
Ovah, met the troc^s on their journey thither ; and the for- 
mality of relatives meeting, touching noses, and the new 
comers from the capital eip bracing the feet of the returning 
soldiers, created pnuch m^riment ; but little attention was 
paid to many of the newly arrived parties, who, learning of 
the death of those they came to meet, commenced a violent 
howling, and loosened and disordered their hair. 

The stock of sheep, pigs, and poultry, that share the fam- 
ily bed, remove every apprehension of want. The music of 
many milch cows, beUowing for their calves, which are also 
Uie nightly inmates of the mansion, and the barking of a 
number of cur-dogs, to which the' taste of flesh meat is un- 
known, prodinm the possessor both |preat and rich ; terms 
which were not long since applied m this country to the 
own^ of mmn a singte dollar ; and the individual that could 
, show one was often congratulated on the extent of his wealth. 
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Mr. Hastie ^ad introduced wheat, oats, and barley into 
the cpuntry, and saw small patches of these 'growing luxu- 
riantly. 

The females (of the Sacalave country) are rery lobust. 
They are largely formed about the chest, and the lower part 
of the spine is remarkably prominent Yet neither <^ these 
protuberances produce so unsightly an appearance as the ill 
shapes that distinguish the women of the northern part of 
BoyancL Few of them are of a compleuon much removed 
from the Caffre-color. Their dress is often very slovenly 
and disgusting. 

N. B. — Both these journeys were performed northward 
from the capital (Tananarivo), and the whole country either 
submitted to Radama or was conquered, though he had but 
little fighting. His army was so powerful, and the manner 
of his proceeding so judicious and humane, that all the tribes 
found it best to submit. He placed portions of his army at 
different places, to keep his new subjects quiet, or to protect 
them from freebooters. In every case he required the people 
to surrender their arms to him, as they would thenceforth 
not need them, and as an inducement he gave their owners 
a &ir price for them. This was a stroke of wise policy. 

The country in general is alternately hilly, mountainous, 
or swampy and poor, though many places are rich in rice- 
'^grounds, pasturage, d&c, and n^iuch of the land is capable 
of extensive cultivation. It is, however, very thinly peopled. 
The houses of the inhabitants are wretched hovels, being 
often made of the leaves of the rofia-palm, stuck in the 
ground, meeting at the top, and open at botbends. The 
best of them are planked ; others, of a middling kind, are 
wattled, and miserably thatched with grass. 

Mr. Hastie gives no account of the geology of the coun- 
try. It appears generally well watered by innumerable 
streams, rivers, and lakes, but is in most parts bare of fine 
timber, in room of which there is much long grass and un- 
derwood. The fuel of the people is grass, moss, and cow- 
dung ; in some places brushwood. Their food is rice, sweet 
potatoes, manioc, plantains, beef, wild fowls of the Guinea 
species, which are every where in great plenty, fish, wild 
hogs, monkeys, d&c. The wild cattle are sometimes very 
large. One carcass loaded seventeen men, and four more 
were required to carry the fat and such of the intestines as 
they used. 

VOL. III. 23 
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CLIMATE OF MADAGASCAB. 

The ranffe of the thermometer was from 52**, at sunrise, to 
98^ ; and the climate not good, as very many of the soldiers 
fell ill, and not a few died. Great numbers were left in sick 
quarters, though they appear to have been well fed, and well 
cared for, by the king, who maintained a rigid discinline, 
foi^Mdding all plunder, and punishing the slightest theft with 
death. He held many cobars (or public meetings), at which 
he required the attendance of all his conquered or submit- 
ting subjects ; when, also, they took the oath of allegiance 
or ndelity to him. On these occasions he proclaimed him- 
self king of Madagascar, made known his laws, and the 
terms of protection, which were submission, and the pay- 
ment of a tenth of their property. He every where de- 
nounced most firmly against the slave-trade, both in exporta- 
tion and importation, and punished either with death. Rain 
was not frequent during the campaigns. They had occa- 
sional lightning and thunder, and wind, but nothing remark- 
able. Almost all the diseases of the soldiery were fevers, 
and the king himself returned home ill of one. There are 
no regular roads in the country, only occasionally a foot- 
track. 

Radama sent twenty youths on board one of our ships 
of war, and six on another, to learn seamanship, and other 
arts of civilized life. He appears to have listened with 
muclr deference to Mr. Hastie's advice on many occasions, 
and the latter seems to have acted with great wisdom and 
prudence. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

A Bullock-ship arrives at the Mauritius — ^The Deputation sail for 
Madagascar — Arrive at Tamatave^-Proceed towai^ Tananarivo — 
' Various Circumstances and Incidents by the Way — ^Fortified Vil- 
lages — ^Tombs — Arrival and Reception at the Capital — Death of the 
Rev. Daniel Tyerman — Death of the King of Madagascar — Mission- 
aries' Letter to Mr. Bennet. 

June 20. Hearing that a bullock-transport had arrived 
firom Madagascar, we went down to see her*; and, having 
no better alternative, engaged with the captain to take us 
with him on his return. She is a stout brig, of two hundred 
tons burthen, and fitted solely for the trade in which she is 
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^ng&g^> Nothing could well exceed the filthiaess and 
stench of the ressel, being crowded with liorned cattle, in 
this hot climate, and all restless after their voyage. In land- 
ing theni) a rope is put round the bottom of the horns of 
each, when, by a clumsy contrivance, it is hauled up by the 
neck, swung over the side of the ship, and let down into the 
water, to swim for its life till it reaches the shore. Booms 
are placed on either flank of the course which they are in- 
tended to take, about twelve or fourteen feet apart, to keep 
the herd in line. The strong ones easily effect their passage, 
but the young and the feeble are accompanied by men in a 
boat, to hold their heads above water, and otherwise prevent 
them from being drowned. Those which ^e saw landed had 
had a stormy voyage of sixteen days between the two islands, 
and appeared very lean and spiritless, though naturally large 
and strong animals. Many had died on the passage. The 
cost of bullocks being about five dollars a hesid at Madagas- 
car, and the selling price here about forty dollars each, such 
cargoes often turn out very profitable ventures. 

July 3. We sailed from the Mauritius the 29th of June, 
and after an easy, but certainly not a comfortable, passage, 
arrived at Tamatave, this day. On entering the harbor 
we saw the remains of a vessel, recently wrecked, lying on 
the reef. 

[A few weeks after this, Mr. Bennet, on his return from 
the interior, tb re-embark for the Mauritius, saw on the 
same reef the wreck of the very vessel (the Meteor) which 
brought his friend Mr. Tyerman and himself to Madagas- 
car, at the date aforementioned. The crew had l^n 
saved.] ^ . 

Immediately on landing, we were met by our missionary 
friend, Mr. Jones, who came from the capital (Tananarivo) 
thus far, to escort us thither. We found also a letter from 
the king, waiting for our arrival, whereby we were welcomed 
to Madagascar, and invited to present ourselves at his court, 
as early as might be convenient We were introduced to 
quarters in the town, appointed, as marshal Robin (a French 
gentleman in the service of Radama, and holding the second 
rank in the state) informed us, by express orders from the 
king. Directions also had been issued, that the means of 
travelling into the interior should be provided for us, from 
stage to stage ; a circumstance of great advantage to stran* 
gers^ in a country where there are no roads. 
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H£fts the journal of the deputation must mid :— the cana* 
. will appear kn the sequel. Mr. Tyerman and Mr. Bennet 
left Tamatave on the 5th of Jiilj, and after a toilsome, pain- 
ful, and occasionally dangerous journey, by land and water, 
across lakes and rivers, through forests and jungles, over 
mountains and plains, including every variety of inland 
scenery, from the wildest to the most cultivated that a coun- 
try emerging from barbarism could present, — they arrived at 
Tananarivo, the royal city, on the 2lst of the same month, 
— at the distance of neariy three hnndSred miles, in a south- 
west direction, from the place where they had disembarked, 
which lies on the eastern coast, about midway between the 
north and south points of the island. All the way they were 
a<Scompanied by a guard of twenty native soldiers, q>pointed 
by the king, besides a considerable number (varying accord- 
ing to circumstances) oi hired carriers of their personal ve- 
hides (a kind of palanquins), their luggage, and sometimes 
their canoes, when the latter were to be transported over land 
from lake to lake, or pushed along through shoals and 
straits. These bearers were very moderately paid for their 
labor, three dollars satisfying each man for his share of six* 
teen days' hard work, and the journey back again to th^ 
homes. Besides this, a bullock was occasionally given them, 
which they cooked so economically that they mighty be said 
to eat it up whole, except the bones and horns ; neither skin 
nor intestines escaping their invincible teeth, or revolting 
their imperturbable stomachs. 

At the numerous villages through which they passed, the 
deputation, as a matter of course, took up their quarters at 
the house of the chief man, who always supplied them with 
a quantity of rice, a live bullock, or other provisions; ex- 
pecting and receiving, as was due, compensation in the form 
of presents, proportionately valuable to himself, yet sufficient" 
ly cheap for the travellers well to afibrd such acknowledge 
meots of his hospitality. In every village they observed a 
wooden pde, terminating in a point, on which were suspend- 
ed from one to ten pairs of bullocks' horns. These w^na 
memorials of the circumcincm of so many boys belonging lo 
the principal inhabitants. In the dwellings sometimes uey 
had other records of births, namely, bullocks' tails suspoid- 
ed from the ceilings, according to the number of children. 
In their burying-places, on the tombs or graves of their 
friends, the survivors fixed, upon stones or posts, all the 
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notns >of the bullocks slain at the feast of their interment, 
which were according to the riches of that kind in the 
family. 

Many of the villages were fortified with strong stockades, 
and broad, deep ditches. They, as well as the large towns, 
are frequently built on steep sides of the hills, and must 
have been formidaUe positions to enemies so indifferently 
supplied with engines of assault and destruction as the peo- 
ple were till of late years. Their intercourse, however, 
with Europeans for some time past, and especially the ex- 
traordinary means by which Radama has raised himself 
above his rude predecessors, disciplined his savage troops, 
and aggrandized his empire, have rendered impotent, and, 
consequently, obsolete, these wooden defences, which are 
every where falling into decay. 

As the travellers approached the capital these petty for- 
tresses were more frequent In forming such bulwarks 
nothing was more curious than what might be called the 
gateway, which consisted of a narrow entrance, between 
rough-piled walls of crags and rocky fragments. The door 
itself was a circular stone, like that employed by iron-tod- 
grinders^ but of great bulk and circumference, kept in its 

flace between two strong pillars, planted before the opening, 
n case of danger this stone was used to be rolled in front 
of the entrance, which it completely blocked up. This, 
which required the force of a number of men to move and 
fix in its portal, might be done within the village-walls, 
where as many persons as were necessary might approach it ; 
but, on the outside, the long passage to it, across the moat, 
was so straight, that not more than one at a time could at 
tempt to push it back, and thus effect a breach. In these 
defenced places there are folds for securing the cattle, which 
are driven every night, or when attack is apprehended, into 
square pits, five or six feet deep, and large in proportion to 
the number to be accommodated. Into these the herd de- 
scend, and return from ihem, by a few steps; and close 
upon the entrance there is an inclosure which contains their 
fodder. 

There are many slaves in Madagascar. Criminals of 
sundry descriptions are liable, with their wives and children, 
to be sold into bondage. Their lot, however, irnot particu- 
larly hard, as they are employed entirely in ordinary and do- 
mestic occupations ; and are, in reality, mere menial ser- 
23* 
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▼ants and laborers— eating, drinking, and linng with their 
owners, while they conduct themselves well ; when they do 
otherwise, they are sold out of the family, as a punishment ! 
Thirty or forty dollars are common prices for good men- 
slaves. It has already been intimated that formerly there 
was a very extensive traffic carried on in these live commod- 
ities between Madagascar and the Mauritius (just on the 
same principle as tl^ trade now carried on in buUocks be- 
tween the same islands), which was abolished several years 
since by Radama, in compliance with a treaty negotiated by 
the late Mr. Hastie and the cdonial authorities at Port Louis, 
on behalf of the British government. 

The animals most afc^nding in Madagascar are homed 
cattle, which, indeed, are very numerous and very fine, fur- 
nishing inexhaustible wealth and food for the population. 
All these have bunches of flesh on their shoulders, which on 
the bulls are exceedingly large ; indeed, the latter are often 
very noble beasts. Hogs, also, and poultry, are bred, but 
less generally regarded. In'some parts the flesh of alligators 
is eaten, but in others it is held in abhorrence. These eDOt^ 
mous reptiles swarm in all the waters, and prey on whatever, 
in the form of life, comes in their way. Dogs and cats also 
are domesticated, though not particularly esteemed. Qosae 
of the former are said to be so sagacious, that when one has 
occasion to cross a river, he will stand barking on the bank 
considerably lower down than the point where he means to 
attempt his passage. When the alligators hkve been attract- 
ed to the former spot, away he runs full speed, plunges into 
the stream, at a safe distance, and swims over before the 
enemy can sail back against the current to interrupt him. 
But, of all creatures in Madagascar, to strangers the rats 
are the most annoying, especiaUy in the night, when, like 
other beasts of prey, tl^y leave their holes, and prowl about 
in mjrriads. Messrs. Tyennan and Bennet, when they 
lodged in native houses, usually kept their walking sticks at 
their sides, as they lay upon their couches, to tepei the 
assaults of these impudent and blood-thirsty marauders, who 
would have made little ceremony of applying their teeth to 
the unprotected person of a sound slec^r. Monkeys of 
many kinds abound in the woods. 

As the travellers advanced inland, the face of the country 
rose progressively, though their way often lay down steep 
eoiinences as well as up them ; but afier the first few stages 
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the ground was alin^ys on the ascent, and towards the oa|MtaI 
the height of many of the mountains above the sea was cal- 
culated at from eight to nine thousand feet. The forests in 
many districts were extensive, oilen exceedingly crowded 
with trees so as to cramp their general growth, though some 
of them were of great antiquity and proportioned magnitude; 
and being inaccessible to the axe, or, for want of roads, 
irremovable from their place, they flourished and declined t^ll 
they fell with age, and where they fell they must lie till they 
perished with rot and exposure to the elements. Lakes, 
rivers, and streams, of every character, render the valleys 
and plains of Madagascar fertile iind cool, in all directions. 
Probably no country in the world is better supplied with 
water, that prime element of comfort. The sight and sound 
of it every where delight the eye and ear. 

The trackless course which they were compelled to take 
— ^Radama from shrewd policy choosing to keep his country 
without the great facilities for commercial intercourse and 
travelling — made the journey (slow as it necessarily was) 
vary fatiguing to Messrs. Tyerman and Bennet, though ac- 
customed as they had long been to all kinds of locomotion by 
sea and land, over two-thirds of the globe. Mr. Tyerman, 
especially, failed and grew dispirited by the way. On the 
16th of July he observes, in the rough notes of his journal : 
** The difficulties of this day's journey surpassed any thing 
that we have ever encountered before, and the exertions 
which our bearers were compelled to make were great in- 
deed. The whole distance was either up or down the most 
hcnrrid declivities, exceedingly steep, and the men were 
forced to haul themselves up by laying hold of the roots or 
branches of trees. The road, too, was full of deep holes, 
and the poor fellows were frequently knee-deep in the mire. 
In Home places the line of progress was so abrupt, or so slip- 
pery, that we were obliged to descend from our vehicles, and 
seramUe ak>ng, as well as we could, with two or three attend- 
ants to hold us up and help us down. These obstacles were 
not a little increased by the interposing and - intertwisted 
boughs of trees, or their fallen stems lying across the path. 
These nobody ever attempts to remove or clear away, though 
little trouble, in many instances, i^ould do it. But thus it is, 
00 far as we have seen, throughout the whole heathen world. 
No one does any thing to benefit another, nor even to. benefit 
himself remotely, unless he is commanded by authority which 
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he dare not dispute. The toils and pains of our companions 
all this day, but especially in the afternoon, were most extraor- 
dinary, and deserved our sincerest gratitude. Nor w^ere 
labor, suffering, and patient perseverance, all that was 
required of them or of ourselves. We were often in immi- 
nent danger of being precipitated down the most frightful 
descents, whether we were climbing or descending ; and to 
us it required no little nerv^,. from our high-raised seats, 
rocking to and fro, on the shoulders of men, to look down 
into the abysses, now on the right hand, now on the lefl, 
here in front and there behind us. In one awkward strait, 
I (Mr. Tyerman) was tumbled headlong and full-length into 
a brook, in consequence of the feet of all the bearers siij^f^iiig 
at once from under them, as they were crossing the stream. 
Through a gracious Providence I sustained no injury ; bat 
had a similar accident befallen me in almost any other situa- 
tion on our route, it might have been attended by the roost 
serious consequences. Indeed we could scarcely resolve our 
safe arrival ^at our evening encampment (which was made in 
the open forest, no village being nigh) into any thing but the 
merciful preservation of a superintending Power, that kept us 
by the way. The retrospect of the journey is appalling, and 
no description can give an adequate idea of it. In the morn* 
ing we kad passed a place where a body of rebels against 
Radama having been surrounded and captured, sixty of them 
were beheaded on the spot, and their corpses left to be de- 
voured by dogs, or to rot on the ground without burial. When 
Mr. Jones passed this way, three months ago, the air was 
intolerable with the putrid exhalations. A little further on 
we were under the necessity of alighting from our couches, 
to climb over a barrier of trees, which had been felled on a 
steep mountain, by the rebels aforesaid, to prevent the ad- 
vance of the king's troops upon them ; but they were taken 
by surprise.'' 

Two days afler this disheartening day's journey (during 
which interval the horrors of the road had been s(»newhat 
less), at the village of Amboodingavoo, the deputation receiv- 
ed intelligence that Radama had been seized by sudden and 
dangerous illness, and that, in case of his decease, a bloody 
revolution, to determine the future sovereignty of the island, 
might be expected. This communication made a sad im- 
pression upon the nerves of Mr. Tyerman, in his wearied and 
morbid frame of body and mind. Mr. Bennet says that he 
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B«ter recorertd from the shock — ^never smiled afterwudi 
The tidings were brought by one df the missionaries from 
Tananarive, and afier the c<msultation which they held with 
the latter and Mr. Jones, to resolve what was best to be done, 
either immediately or prospectively, in such a crisis of affairs^ 
Mr. Tyerman took Mr. fiennet aside, and str<Migly urged the 
duty of returning forthwith to the coast ; otherwise, should 
the king die, their lives would hb in the most imminent peril, 
and they could never hope to escape out of that dreadful 
country. It was a difficult matter to persuade him of tl^e im* 
prudence of such a step. He yielded, however, and they 
accomplished their journey. 

In the immediate neighborhood of the capital, tombs are 
very numerous. Among those there are many erected in 
honor of the slain in batUe, or those who have otherwise per* 
ished, and whose bodies have not been found by their rel- 
atives. These are oblong stone structures, and variously 
adorned, but always open towards the west; while, at tb» 
contrary end, a pole, eight or ten foet high, bearing a flag, 
is placed, and on a second post, with a transverse beam at 
top, are displayed the horns of the bullocks slaughtered at the 
time of the frineral ceremony, which is always performed 
notwithstanding the absence of the corpse. Some of these 
untenanted sepulchres are of a semicircular form, with the 
bullocks' horns, forming a boixler of points, built into the 
cornice of the wall. Within this segment there are fixed 
enormous stones, from twelve to fifteen feet high ; around 
which, in the open space, the spirits of the deceased are said 
to come and playj 

On the arrival of Messrs. Tyearman and fiennet at the la3t 
stage on their journey to Tananarive, two aides de camp from 
Ridama brought them a message, that his Majesty had sent 
a horse for each of them, recommending that they should 
ride upon the same up the steep hill, leading to the metropo- 
!», and through the city, according to the usage with persons 
who were received as royal guests, in which capacity the 
king had acknowledged them firom the hour of their landing* 
Accordingly they c^ted their couches and mounted these 
steeds, which were sjnrited and beautiful animab, under a 
discharge of twelve pieces of cannon, to welcome them to 
Tananarive. Thousands of people lined the road to see and 
hail the strangers ; but all behaved with the utmost decorum. 
The missionaries and Europeaa artisans had already met the 



Digitized by 



Google 



374 D9ATH OP THE R^V. D. TTERMAN. 

deputttkm ; and also M. Gross, the French architect, who 
was emi^yed in building a state] j palace for Radama. 
Aboat five o'clock in the evening they alighted at the house 
of Mr. Jones, which they had scarcely entered when another 
message was brought from the king, expressing iiis great 
concern that, on account of his severe indisposition, iie could 
not see them that day. His Majesty, however, sent them a 
present of several bundles of firewood and a supply of fresh 
provisions, consisting of a sheep, a turkey, two geese, a pair 
of ducks, and four couples of fowls, with a basket of eggs. 
Soon afterwards, prince Correllere, who acted as the king's 
secretary and prime minister, waited upon the deputation, by 
the express command of Radama ; in his name, to congratu- 
late them on their safe arrival in Madagascar, and to assure 
them of his Majesty's favor and protection during their staj 
in his dominions. The commander-in-chief of the forces, 
general Brady, likewise paid them an official and fiiendlj 
visit. 

The documents that follow will show the circumstances 
which ensued upon the arrival of the deputation at Tana- 
narive, on the 21st of July, 1828. At the close of some min- 
utes of the 'events of that day, Mr. Tyerman entered the 
following record of mercies experienced up to its last hour : — 
" Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. Oh ! what gratitude 
we owe to God for preserving us from all accidents during so 
long and dangerous a journey, und allowing us to reach this^ 
city in the enjoyment of the best heaUk, afler- traversing a 
country which, at certain seasons, is so subject to fevers and 
disease. We are in the heart of this heathen land, but under 
the kind protecting wing of its sovereign. Oh, for a heart 
more grateful for^ favors so many and great! To God be all 
the glory !" 

Chi the ninth day after this date, July 90, Mr. Tyerman 
expired suddenly. Within the same brief interval king 
Radama also died, though the precise time of his deeease 
was not immediately made public. The fact itself was kept 
secret, till a struggle between the^aimants within the palace 
for the succession to the throng, had been decided, not with- 
out bloodshed. The conflict ended in the accession of Ra- 
dama's youngest queen, Ranavalcma Manjaka, to his authority, 
by the aid of the priests and the sddiers. The resident 
missionaries, after the interment of Mr. Tyerman, addressed 
the following letter to Mr. Bennet, as an official statement of 
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the circumstances under which the deputation had been in^ 
Yited to visit Madagascar, and the iaipentable events which 
had intervened since their landing. 

Tananarivo, 11th Aug., 1838. 
To George Bennbt, Esq. 

Dear Sir, and highly-esteemed Friend, 

Having been requested by you to draw up, for 
the satisfaction of friends, a brief account of the afflicting 
event of the decease of our much respected and beloved 
father .and friend, the late Rev. Daniel Tyerman, we submit 
the following, as an outline of the principal circumstances of 
the case. 

Convinced .that important benefit would result to this 
mission from a personal inspection, by the deputation, of the 
several departments of labor, and by the advice and counsel 
they were qualified to afford, we felt it our duty to urge a 
visit to this capital, and embraced the earliest ^portunity of 
transmitting to you all the information in our power respect- 
ing the best season, and most suitable mode of travelling in 
Madagascar. And we still cherish the hope that, by precau- 
tions suggested, and arrangements made, our valued but 
departed friend^ — as well as yourself—- was preserved from the 
diseases and dangers peculiarly incident to the climate. 

Our senior missionary, the Rev. D. Jones, in order to 
facilitate the journey in prospect, lefl this capital for Tama- 
tave, early in May ; and by the measures adopted, in provid- 
ing bearers, provisions on the road, d&c, enabled you, our 
expected friends, to proceed towards the interior of the coun- 
try without any detention on the coast. Owing to the heavy 
rains which had lately fallen, you could not have commenced 
your journey sooner, even had you arrived at an earlier period 
than you did. 

On the evening of 19th July, you received the intelli- 
gence of the illness of his Majesty, Radama, by which Mr. 
Tyerman appeared considerably affected ; and on the after- 
noon of Monday, July 21, you'both reached^his place. That 
you would have been cordially welcomed by his Majesty to 
his capital, had he been in health, we know from the.remarks 
he had often made in reference to your coming, and firoin^he 
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▼•rioQs mirks ^attentkHi he ordered to be paid joa, <m jom' 
arrival. 

On reaching this city» oor deceased friend several times 
comj^ained c^cdd, and said he felt the climate to be very 
differeat from aajr he had e?er before experienced. Viewing 
all oircmnstances, we do not wonder that Mr. T. should have 
been anxious to go over the business of the mission without 
delay, and prepare for his return to the Mauritius. Devoted 
to the work before him, he attended two evenings, though 
unable to sit up, to the affws of the mission, so far as his 
strength allowed. 

Immediately on the arrivd of our lamented friend, suitable 
medicines were administered, particularly with the view of 
keeping the bowels in a healthy state ; this, however, was 
rather a precautionary measure, than dictated by any indica- 
tions of actual disease. Our dear friend complained of an 
entire prostration of strength, and compared his weakness 
with that of infancy. He was restless several nights, and 
remarked that he could not compose his thoughts sufficiently 
for sleep. Yet there was scarcely any acceleration of pulse, 
no pain whatever was felt, and none of the symptoms of 
Madagascar fever could be perceived. 

On Tuesday, July 22 (the day after your arrivd), Mr. T., 
with yourself, called on the several members of the mission- 
family, and i^fterward went to the missionary chapel. He 
attended the next morning -and on Thursday afternoon, when 
some senior scholars were examined in their theological 
knowledge. Sabbath morning, July 27, he attended pubtic 
worship, but was too indispc^ed to take any part in it, and 
returned home unwell ; still complaining only of weakness. 
On Wednesday, the 30th, he had intended accompanying 
Mr. Jones, to visit some of the schools in the neighbOTing 
villages, while you were visiting others with Mr. Griffiths; 
but, not feeling adequ ite to the effort, merely took a ride a 
short distance in a palanquin, and felt Me to converse and 
ask questions during the exercise, both going and returning. 
But soon after reaching the house of Mr. Jones he became 
so obviously and alarmingly ill that the missionaries were 
requested by you to meet ; with yourself, they could enter- 
tain but one opinion ; the symptoms were those of apoplexy : 
one course alone remained to be pursued, to take immediate- 
!y a quantity of blood. This waa prom^^y done, and a faii»> 
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t^r am>lied. During the application of the latter, Mr. T. 
fainted, was gently pl%ped on pillows, and in a few moments, 
while we sto^, with yourself, gazing on him with feelings 
not to be described, the spirit fled — without a groan, or sigh, 
or struggle. 

Owing to his debility, he had not been able to converse 
much with those about him. The last words which could 
be understood, as they escaped his lips, were, " All is right f 
the covenant, the covenant of grace /" We know in whom 
he had believed, and you are able to bear testimony how he 
sierved the caui^ of his Redeemer. But, in the midst of his 
labors, he has been summoned to his rest. He has de- 
parted, and is now with Christ, and triumphs in the eternal 
gain. - 

R. Lyall, Esq. (a gentleman well acquainted with medical 
science, and who arrived here the day after Mr. T.'s decease, 
in the capacity of British agent at the court of Radama) was 
informed of the circumstances, and kindly consented to our 
request of seeing the corpse. He immediately assured us, 
and for the. satisfaction of friends wished it to be distinctly 
stated, that what had been done hr the deceased was most 
proper — that the case was evidently apoplexy — ^that he waa 
so sure of this as to deem it unnecessary to examine any fur- 
ther, which else he would have done — that the cause lay in 
the very form ^nd construction of the deceased (whom he 
had frequently seen in the Mauritius) — that the fatigue of 
journeying might operate as a secondary cause, but this was 
not to be attributed to any peculiarity of the case in Mada- 
gascar, for the same event might, with equal, probability, have 
occurred at any time, and in any place, of our friend's 
travels. 

Arrangements were now made for the interment, which, 
so far as the means of the country would permit, we were ijl 
anxious should bear those marks of respect we sincerely en- 
tertained for the departed, and which we knew his frienda at 
home, and the Society on whose behalf he acted, would wish 
paid to the memory of one who will long live in the affection 
and respect of all who knew him. • 

Friday, August the 1st, was appointed for the funeral. 
All the members of the mission-family attended ; yourself, 
the chief mourner ; general Brady, and Mons. Le Gros, and 
a great body of the natives. R. Lyall, Esq. apologized for 
absence, being under the necessity of returning to some dift» 
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tanee firmn the capital to meet his family. Prince Correllere 
was prevented from being present, by being unexpectedly 
made a state prisoner just previous to the hour of the fbnera). 
Many more of the natives, and among them those in office, 
would, we well know, have attended, but for the melancholy 
event of the decease of their monarch, an event of painful 
coincidence with the departure of the Rev. Mr. T. We will 
not attempt to describe to you how deeply we feel for the 
public k>s9, and our own, sustained by the death of the 
sovereign of this island; a man Who had always shown him- 
self alive^to our object ; the warm patron of our schools ; in 
fact, the father of his country. 

Leaving the house of Mr. Jones, the body was . conveyed 
first to the chapel, where the Rev. Mr. Griffiths and Jones 
officiated,** in Malagasy and English ; and from thence to the 
grave, where the Rev. D. Jones delivered an address and 
closed in prayer in Malagasy, in the presence of a great con- 
course of natives. In the burial-ground, a spot was selected 
far the mortal remains of our &iend^ near the graves of 
three who had fallen in the service of the Missionary Society. 
Jn life he had dissociated with the friends of missions, and in 
death he is not divided. It is intended to inclose the spot 
with suitable railing, with a sim^de tablet, and an a{^ropriate 
inscription. 

In consequence of the extraordinary aspect of public 
affairs, and the thronging of the people to the kabarre, held 
on the Sunday following the interment, on occasion of the 
death of the king, it was considered most prudent to suspend 
the regular service at the jchapel; but on Sabbath, 17th 
August, funeral discourses will be preached in the missionary 
chapel, in Malagasy, by the Rev. D. Griffiths; and, in Jlng- 
lish, by the Rev. J. J. Freeman. 

At your request, all the linen, the papers, &c., brought 
here by Mr. T., we have carefully packed ; an inventory of 
which we have put into your hands. 

In closing this rapid sketch of the painful ev«nt, we can- 
not avoid embracing the opportunity of assuring you how 
deeply we symj^thize with the family and friends of the 
deceased, with the Society whose representative he appeared 
among us, and particularly with yourself-^^he friend and 
companion of his labors. You have lost one with whom you 
cheerfully associated in the great work you had mutually 
undertaken. From all we saw of the departed, in his letters, 
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and in the few personal interyiewa we enjoyed with him, it 
is but due to him and yourself to assure you how completely 
he had secured our confidence, our affection, and our re- 
spect. — ^We still solicit of you, dear sir, to aflbrd us all the 
advice and aid you can render us in our mission, and accept 
our sincere thanks for all the kind interest you have alreaay 
efxpressed in our pro^erity. 

We earnestly hope and pray you may continue under the 
protection of the Almighty, may be permitted to reach home 
safely, may aid extensively in promoting the kingdom of the 
Savior among men, and at last receive the crown of life. 
We remain, dear Sir, 

With unfeigned affection and respect. 
Yours, in the service of the Gospel, 

D. Jones. 
D. Griffiths. 
D. Johns. 
i' " J. J. Freeman. 



CHAPTER LV. 

Funeral of King Radama — Abstract of a Letter from Mr. Bennet, the ' 
surviving Deputy, to James Montgomery, giving a brief Account ci 
his Proceetlings after the Death of Mr. Tyerman, his Return to the 
Mauritius, his Visit to South Africa, and his Voyage Home. 

The following account of the funeral of Radama, by GeOTge 
Bennet, Esq., the surviving deputy of the London Missionary 
Society, presents one of the most renlarkable displays of bar- 
barous magnificence on record in modern times : — 

The death of Radama took place at this capital, Tanana- 
rivo, during the period of my visit there, and three days pre- 
vious to the sudden and lamented decease of my late com- 
panion and friend, the Rev. Daniel Tyerman. 

The king was dangerously indisposed when we reached 
Tananarive ; but we received from him, by prince Gorrellere, 
the chief secretary, a liiost obliging letter, welcoming us to 
his capital, and expressing his regret that he could not, oq 
account of his illness, have us to dine with him on the day 
of our arrival. This letter was, we believe, the last that be 
dictated. Vl^e had previously received two very kind letters 
from his Majesty ; one met us on our arrival at Tamatave, 
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on the coast, where the king had appointed us a house in the 
fort, and a place at the governor's table ; the second we re- 
ceived when about half way through this dreadful bat beauti- 
ful country; it congratulated us on our progress, and invited 
us forward. 

His Majesty died on Sunday evening, the 27th Juljii, 1838, 
but his death was concealed from all, except about twelve 
persons who were in the palace, until the morning of the 
Friday following, when all became consternation and alarm 
throughout the city, which was now literally crowded with 
chiefs and people from many of the neighboring districts, 
and with a great body of military, who had been summoned 
in the king's name, and who were principally encamped 
around it. At daylight, on the morning aforesaid, it became 
known that Radama was dead. It was also known, at the 
same time, that four of the principal chiefs had been speared 
in the palace, for expressing a wish that Rakatobe, the son 
of prince RatafTe and Radama's eldest sister, should succeed 
to the throne ; or otherwise that Radama's young daughter 
should be placed upon it. This was the morning fixed upon 
for the interment of the remains of my late. friend. 

The impression on the minds of all the missionaries, and 
the other Europeans, was that of extreme alarm, they having 
also learned that other important lives had been taken away 
by those now in power. 

Guards of soldiers were placed round all the houses of the 
missionaries. We were relieved, however, from immediate 
apprehensbn by a friendly message from the new queen, 
Ranavalona Manjaka, brought to us by general Brady, when 
he came to attend the funeral of Mr. 'Tyerman. Afterwards 
the same communication was made to us in writing, from the 
queen, and brought by the judges, attended by the magis- 
trates. The message and note were to this effect : — " You 
missionaries, and all you white persons, do not be afraid, 
though you have heard that four of the principal chieft were 
speared in the palace this morning. It is true that they were 
put to death ; but it was only because they opposed my being 
queen, — ^that was all. Don't you fear ; for thus saith Rana- 
valona Manjaka — I will protect you, I will cherish you, and 
whatever Radama did for you, that will I do, and still more. 
8o do not be afraid.*' / 

The principal military officers and the judges came to the 
missionaries to assure them of their esteem for them, and 
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that they would protect them. These assurances could not, 
however, calm the feelings of the Europeans, for we continu- 
ally heard in whispers, or learned by signs, of other murders 
of persons most estimable and most enlightened. It was the 
reign of terror and of suspicion ; no one dared to ask ques- 
tions respecting the events which were taking place. No 
one was^ allowed to leave the city until the queen herself 
gave permission. I was thus a prisoner there until the 20th 
of August, notwithstanding my urgent iq>plications to be 
allowed to depart. Until that time she only replied to my 
requests — " I am mistress of the day when you may leave 
Tananarive, and whep tjie day is come I will inform you of 
it." On the 20th she sent prince Correllere to say that I might 
leave the- capital the day after, and seven hundred troops 
which she was sending to Tamatave should be my safegui^ 
thither. 

On Sunday, the third day after the announcement of the 
death of Radama (August 4), there was a large kabarre, or 
national assembly, held in a fine open space in the city, on 
the west side of the hill on which Tananarivo stands. In 
this space were assembled from 25 to 30,000 persons, seated 
in groups, according to the districts to which they belonged/ 
The judges, officers of the palace, and chief military officers, 
were seated on a rising part of the ground, in the assembly, 
having an open space around them. Two companies of 
f<oIdiers^ with their officers, well dressed in British uniforms, 
with arms and accoutrements, were drawn up at the back of 
the judgeji, 6lc. A little alK)ve them, on a higher part of the 
ground, were planted five small brass field-pieces, loaded, and 
having their proper attendants ; and round the city, at inter- 
vals, were placed many cannon, of various calibre, from six to 
twenty-four pounders, with attendant soldiers. This assem- 
bly was called a kabarre, or parliament. At this kabarre, 
the king's death being again stated, the chief judge declared 
that as the king had died without having a son, and without 
having named his successor, that, therefore, Ranavalona, one 
of the queens of the father of Radama, must be sovereign, be- 
cause of the word of that king, which he spake just before 
he (Wed. The judge concluded by stating that this kabarre 
hail been convened for the purpose of their all swearing 
allegiance to Ranavalona Manjaka, the queen. For some 
tiqae great murmurs of discontent were heard throughout the 
assembly, and we feared the consequences ; but tranquillity 
24* 
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was again restored. The chiefs of districts, it seems, had 
been loudly blaming those who had been in the palace about 
Radama, — ^first, for having neglected to make them acquaint- 
ed with the king's sickness until after he was dead ; and 
secondly, for not having called in the missionaries to give 
medicines, and' to cure the king, as they did once before, 
when he was almost dead. The officers of the palace prom- 
ised to be more careful in future, and all agreed that the 
oath should be administered. 

The manner of this oath of allegiance to the queen was 
quite peculiar to this country. A calf was slaughtered in the 
midst of the assembly. It was first speared — ^then its hea^ 
cut off — afterwards the hind parts were cut off and placed 
towards the other extremity of the carcass, and the head 
where the tail had beep. Into the carcass were plunged a 
considerable number of spears. The chief judge then stood 
up, and called, first the chiefs of the principal district, who, 
standing around the slaughtered calf, each seized hold of 
one of the spears, while the judge, with much vehemence 
of action and language, administered the oath, which con- 
sisted of a declaration of allegiance, and an imprecation on 
him that fulfilled not this oath, wishing that he might be- 
come like that calf. Each then moved one of the spears in 
the carcass, in confirmation of the words which had been 
spoken. Then the chiefs of each of the other districts in 
succession took the oath ; afterwards, in the same manner, 
the officers of the royal palace, the military staff, and, lastly, 
the judges. 

At the close of this kabarre it was proclaimed that, accord- 
ing to the custom of the country, as a token of mourning, 
every person in the kingdom, of every age, must shave or cut 
off closely the hair of their heads, and whosoever should be 
found with their heads unshaved, after three days from the 
proclamation, should be liable to be put to death. Also, that 
no person whatsoever should do any kind of work f except 
those who should be employed in preparing the royal tomb, 
coffin, d&c.) ; no one should presume to sleep upon a bed, 
but on the floor only, during the time of mourning. No 
woman, however high her rank, the queen only excepted, 
should wear ner '' lamba," or cloth, above her shoulders, but 
must, during the same period, go always with her shoulders, 
chest, and head uncovered. 

This command for cutting off the hair caused great lamen- 
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tation amongst both men and women, for their beautifblpn^ 
fusion of black hair, plaited in a most peculiar way, and with 
immense labor, was quite their delight and pride. 

During the interval between this Sunday and thd 1^ 
inst., the mournfully silent appearance of the city, though 
tens of thousands of persons were constantly crowding 
through the streets — some dragging huge pieces of granite, 
or beams of timber, or carrying red earth in baskets on their 
heads, for the construction of the tomb ; others, and those 
chiefly females, going with naked heads and shoulders to 
the palace to mour^i, or else returning from that place after 
staymg there as mourners, perhaps twelve hours, — was ex« 
ceedingly impressive. The air of deep melancholy on the 
Countenances of all, and the audible moanings of the multi- 
tudes who filled the courts of the palace and the adjoining 
streets, quite affected us, and produced the conviction that 
the grief was real and deep, for one whom th^y regarded as 
their bene&ctor and friend, and as the best king that Ma(^%* 
gascar had ever known. The wives of the principal chieft 
from the neighboring districts were carried to and from the 
place of mourning, each on the back of a stout man, just in 
the manner boys at school are accustomed to carry one 
another ; the lady having her person, from the waist to the 
feet, covered with her white lamba, or cloth. 

On Sunday, the 11th, her Majesty sent to os to say that 
we might be present the day after, to assist at the funeral 
ceremonies ; and that general Brady would, at eighty A. |f .^ 
receive us at his house, and conduct us to the palace. 

Accordingly, at eight, on the 12th, we attended, when 
general Brady and prince Correllere conducted us through 
the crowded streets of mourners, through the guards of 
** soldiers, and through the still more crowded courts of the 
palace, which were thronged chiefly by. women and girls, 
couched down, or prostrate in many instances, making audi- 
ble lamentations. 

There are several courts, with one or more palaces in each, 
separated from each other by high wooden railing ; and the 
whole of the courts and palaces are surrounded by a heavy 
railing of great height, twenty-five feet, including a dwarf 
stone wall on which the wooden railing is fixed. The whole 
extent of this railing was covered with white cloth, as were, 
also, the oldest and most sacred of the palaces. The favorite 
palace ^ Radama, in which he died, and where in fact the 
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body then lay, is called the Silver Palace : it is < sqttsre 
building, of two floors, and two handsome Terandahs running^ 
round it. 

This palace is named the Silver Palace, on account of its - 
being ornamented from the ground to the roof, by a profu- 
sion of large flat-headed silver nails, and plates of the same 
metal. The roof of this palace (as indeed of all the prin- 
cipal houses), a very high pitched roof, is so high that from 
the top of the wall to the ridge is as great a distance, as 
from the foundation to the top of the wall supporting the 
roof 

We found it covered from the roof to the ground with 
hangings of rich satins, velvets, silks, their native costly silk 
lambas, d&c. ; and all the vast roof was covered with*the fidest 
English scarlet broadclotli. 

In front of this palace h^d been erected a most splendid 
pavilion, surrounded by highly-decorated pillars, which were 
wrapped round with various colored silks, satins, &/C. The 
pavilion was ten feet square, raised on pillars, also richly 
ornamented. A platform of wood was thrown over upon the 
pillars; and above this platform hung, supported by one 
transverse pole, an immense canopy, or pall, of the richest gold 
brocade, with stripes of „ blue satin and scarlet cloth; the 
whole -bordered by a broad gold lace, and finished by a deep 
gold fringe. All the arrangements were in good taste, and 
k>rmed together a most brilliant spectacle. 

We had nearly reached the Silver Palace when we were 
stopped ; it being announced that the corpse was at that 
moment about to be brought out, to be conveyed to the more 
sacred White Palace, previous to its being entombed. 

We immediately saw about sixteen or twenty females 
brought out of the apartment where the corpse lay, each ^ 
lady on the back of her stout bearer, weeping and lamenting 
aloud : these were the queens and princesses of the royiu 
family, and formed the first part of the procession from one 
to the other palace : our place was appointed immediately 
after the queens, but it was with diliiculty we could get along, 
many females having thrown themselves on the path which 
was to have been kept open. The mourners had "done this 
that the corpse might pass over them, and we in fact were 
many times under the necessity of treading upon these pros- 
trate persons. The corpse was carried into the White Pal- 
ace, that it might, in this more sacred place, be stripped of 
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its old clothes, and clothed with new, and also that it might 
be placed in a wooden coffin. In this palace we were hon- 
ored with a station not far from the corpse, which was being 
fanned by about sixteen^ or twenty young ladies, daughte^'jt 
of principal chiefs. We soon, however, found that this situ- 
ation was insupportable on account of the stench, we being 
also a little to leeward. I requested general Brady to ask 
permission of the queen, who was in another palace near, for 
us to retire ; this she granted, only desiring that we would 
attend the day after, to assist at the entombment. How the 
people were able to support the nuisance necessarily attend- 
ant on stripping a corpse fourteen or fifteen days dead, re- 
clothing it, and placing it in a coffin, is wonderful; and if 
all escaped without taking disease from their labors, it is more 
wonderful still. We have reason to believe tliat sickness or 
death, arising from such a source, would have been regarded 
as an honor by any of Radama's subjects. 

'At eight, on the morning of Tuesday, we were again at 
the palace, and conducted by general Brady and prince Cor- 
rellere through the crowds of mourners, indeed over some 
of them, as well as over ten fine favorite bulls of the late king ; 
these lay directly in our path, and we could not help tread- 
ing on them. The paths were all covered with blue or white 
cloth of the country. The corpse had been transferred at 
the close of the day before to a huge coffin, or chest, of their 
heaviest and most valuable wood. The coffin was then car- 
ried from this White Palace back to the Silver Palace, in 
solemn procession, the queens, &c., following next the coffin, 
and we .succeeded them : some of the Europeans had ac- 
cepted the honor of assisting to carry the coffin, which was 
a tremendous weight, judging firom appearance. I declined 
the honor, charging myself with the care of our missionary 
ladies. 

On again reaching the Silver Palace, the coffin was not 
taken in, but raised upon the wooden platform over the pa- 
vilion, over which the splendid pall or canopy of gold was 
drawn, w()ich concealed it entirely from view. In this pavilion, 
under the platform (which was raised about seven feet), upon 
mats placed on the ground, the royal females seated or threw 
themselves, in seeming agonies of wo, which continued 
through the day ; and at sunset, when the entombment wai 
taking place, their lamentations were distressing m the ex- 
treme. All the day great multitudes had been employed in 
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preparing the tomb, which was in the court, and not far flrom 
the pavilion. This tomb, at which tens of dunisands had 
been incessantly working ever since the. announcement of 
the king's death — either in fetching earth, or granite stones, 
or timber; or else in cutting or fitting the stones, timber, d&c, 
—consisted of a huge mound of a square figure, built up of 
clods and earth, surrounded or faced by masses of granite, 
brought, and cut, and built up by the people. 

The height of this mound was upwards of twenty feet ; 
about ^ixty feet square at the bajse, gradually decreasing as it 
rose, until at the top it was about twenty feet square. The 
actual tomb, or place to receive the coffin and the treasures 
destined to accompany the corpse, was a square well or recess, 
in the upper part of this mound or pyraiirid, about ten feet 
cube, built of granite, and afterwards being lined, fl<)ored, 
and ceiled with their most valuable timbers. 

At the foot of this mound had been standing most of the 
day the large and massy silver coffin, destined to receive the 
royal corpse ; this coffin was about eight feet long,^ three feet 
and a half deep, and the same in width; it was formed of 
silver plates, strongly ri vetted together with nails of the sanie 
metal, all made from Spanish dollars : twelve thousand del' 
lars were employed in its construction. About six in the 
evening this coffin was, by the multitude, heaved up one of 
the steep sides of the mound to the top, and placed in the 
tomb or chamber. Immense quantities of treasures of various 
kinds were deposited in or about the coffin, belonging to his 
. late Majesty, consisting especially of such things as during 
his life he most prized. Ten thousand hard dollars were laid 
in the silver coffin, for him tojie upon; and either inside, or 
chiefly outside, of the coffin, were placed or cast all his rich 
habiliments, especially military : there were eighty suits q£ 
very costly British uniforms, /hats, and feathers ; a golden 
helmet, gorgets, epaulettes, sashes, gold spurs, very valuable 
swords, daggers, spears (two of gold), beautiful pistols, ma»> 
kets, fowling-pieces, watches, rmgs, brooches, and trinkets ; 
his whole superb sideboard of silver plate, and large and 
splendid solid gold cup, with many others presented to him 
by the king of England : — ^great quantities of costly silks, 
satins, fine cloths, very valuable silk lambas of Madagas- 
car, ^C, &/C. 

We were fatigued and pained by the sight of such quanti- 
ties of precious things consigned to a tomb. As ten of hi» 
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fine favorite bulls had been slaughtered yesterday/ so six of 
hi's finest horses were speared t(><lay, and lay in the court* 
yard -near the tomb ; and to-morrow six more are to be killed. 
When to all these extravagant expenses are added the 20,000 
oxen, worth here five Spanish dollars each (which have been 
given to the people, and used by them for food during the 
preparation for, and at the funeral), the missionaries conjec- 
^ ture that the expense of the (iineral cannot be less than sixty 
thousand pounds sterling. 

All agree that thbugh these people are singularly ex- 
travagant in. the expenses they incur at their funerals, yet 
there never was a royal funerlil so expensive as this, for 
no sovereign in this country ever possessed one-fiflh of his 
riches.* 
< The silver coffin having been placed in the -tomb, the 
corpse in the wooden one was conveyed by weeping numbers 
from the top pf the platform over the pavilion to the top of 
the pyramid, and placed beside the chamber. Here the 
wooden coffin was ^broken up, and the corpse exposed to 
those near. At this time the royal female mourners, who 
bid been all day uttering their moans in the pavilion, now 
crawled up the side of tbB pyramid to take a last view of the 
remains. They were most of them obliged to be forced away ; 
their lamentations were now very loud, and truly distressing 
to hear. The expressions used by ihem in lamentation were 
some of them translated for us : the following was chiefly the 
substance : — '' Why did you go away and leave me here? Oh ! 
come again, and fetch me to you !" The body was trans- 
ferred from the coffin of wood to that of silver. Those who 
were engaged in this service seemed to sufier from the putrid 
effluvia, though many were constantly employed in sprinkling 
eau de Cologne. When the transfer had taken place, the 
wooden coffin was thrown piecemeal into the tomb. 

During the whole of this day, while the chamber in .the 
tomb was being prepared, the king's two bands of music, with 
drums and fifes, d&c, were in the court, and played almost 
unceasingly, relieving each other by turns. The tunes were 
such as Radama roost delighted in — ^many of the peculiar 
and favorite airs of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with 
waltzes, marches, &lc. 

During intervals cannon and musketry were fired outside 
of the courts of the palace, and answered by musketry from 
the numerous soldiers inside of the courts. 
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On the wholtt, while this funeral of Radama was the moet 
extravagant, it was the most splendid and orderly thing that 
could fa^ conceived , amongst such an uncivilized pec^le. 



The following extracts from a letter by Mr. Bennet, the 
surviving deputy, to Mr. Montgomery, will bring these vol- 
umes to an end. 

The death of Radama took place on Sunday, the 27th of 
July, though it was kept secr^ till the Thursday following. 
Meanwhile, a violent political revolution was effected in the 
palace, by the intrigues arid interest of Ranavalona, one of 
the ten queens of the deceased monarch, and youngest wife 
of his father. During this explosion a number of men of the 
highest rank were speared, and, among the rest, the heir pre- 
sumptive to the throne, the amiable, intelligent, and pious 
prince Rakatobi, nephew to Radama ; a youth about fifteen 
years of age. Ranavalona, by such means, secured to her- 
self the sovereignty. Two days afler the interment of my 
late friend and companion, who had suddenly closed his life 
and useful labors on the 30th, I applied to the new queen 
for permission to leave the country, in tetms the most re- 
spectful ; stating that, as the schools were shut up, and the 
missionary work suspended, on account of the mourning finr 
!Radama — as my associate also was dead, whose corpse I had 
laid in the ground of her capital, I was anxious to return 
home to iufcVi^ his children and friends where I had left him ; 
ahd to tell the Society, in England, how much good theit 
agents had done to Madagascar^-4iow weH Radama had 
behaved towards them — and how kindly she had expressed 
herself to be disposed towards them, and towards myself 
individually. Her answer was, — " Thus saith Ranavalona 
Manjaka (Manjaka means sovereign), you did well to ask 
me when you might leave this country, because I am the 
person to determine >that ; and when the time comes I will 
tell you?' To several subsequent applications no answer 
was returned. The fact was that the queen wished to pre- 
vent any avoidable intercourse with other parts of the island; 
besides which she had, at that time, no troops to spare as my 
guard, and was afraid to give offence to England; if I, who 
was her guest, happened to be killed on the journey. On 
the morning afler the funeral of Radama, I received a mes* 
tage to this purport : ** I told you that when the time came 
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that you should go from Tananarivo I would inform you. I 
shall send seven hundred isoldiers to Tamatave ; they set out 
to-morrow, and they will guard you." With great difficulty 
Mr. Griffiths, one of the missionaries, was allowed to accom- 
pany me down to the coast, on condition that he should leave 
his wife and children behind, and promise not to quit Mada- 
gascar. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, being desirous of availing them- 
selves of the opportunity of going to t^e Mauritius with me, 
were permitted, their family circumstances being peculiar. 
Accordingly we set out for the coast. At Amboitamango, 
about the middle of our journey, we learned that prince Ra- 
taffe and his wife (the nearest in blood to the late king, the 
latter being Radama's eldest sister) were in that village on 
their way to the metropolis, whither they had been summoned 
by the new government. We saw, at once, that they were 
" going into the tiger's mouth." They came to dine wfth 
us, and food was, indeed, many hours before us, but none 
touched a morsel. The interview was painful, and attended 
with peril to all. They felt that their death-warrant was 
sealed ; and when they heard that their hopeful but unfor- 
tunate son had been slain, to paint the agony expressed in 
their countenances is beyond the power of language ; and, 
as no words can describe it, so no time can erase the picture 
from my distinct recollection. They asked advice ; but what 
advice could we offer? They proposed to escape to the 
coast, in hope to find some vessel to carry them to the Mau- 
htiv^a, I assured them that the governor would give them 
protection till an arrangement could be made for their safe 
return to Madagascar. The prince, at parting, presented 
me with his silk lambcu, or mantle, desiring that^I would re- 
member them, I learned, afterwards, that they had found 
their way to the sea-shore ; but, not succeeding in obtaining 
a passage by a bullock- vessel, the unhappy fugitives returned 
into the woods. There, while they were sleeping in a small 
hut, overcome with fatigue, the royal blood-hounds scented 
them out, ran a spear through Rataffe's heart, and carried 
off his wife prisoner, who was likewise miserably slaughtered 
in the sequel. 

Arriving at Tamatave, on the fifth of September, we en- 
gaged a passage to the Mauritius on board of a bullock-vessel, 
securing the only cabin, which was very small, and wretch- 
edly furnished. Herein Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, then: two 
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children (one an infant seven weeks old) and myself, accom- 
modated ourselves as well as we could. There were two 
hundred head of cattle in the vessel, some of which were lit- 
tering close at our door. The dirt, c<mfusion, and discom- 
fort, were indeed patience-trying; added to which the sickness 
of both parents, and my sincere disposition to render them 
what help I could as nurse, sometimes to themselves^ and 
sometimes to their little ones, — ^these things might have dis- 
heartened almost any voyager less inured to inconveniences 
than myself; but I was contented and happy aipidst all ; my 
sick fellow-travellers kindly appreciated my little services, 
which was an abundant reward, and I had cause, when we 
reached Port Louis, on the SOth of the same month, to say, 
as I had done many a time before, " Thus &r hath the Lord 
helped me." 

On the 16th of October, I went on board the Peru, cap- 
tain Graham, for the Cape of Good Hope, where, after being 
roughly handled by one of the tremendous north-westers of 
that region (the dangers being much increased by our ship 
being too light in ballast to keep steady before a gale), I 
arrived in safety on the 22d of November. Here I was most 
kindly welcomed by the Rev. Mr. Miles, the Society's agent 
in South Africa, and his benevolent wife. They gave me 
comfortable quarters in the large hiission-house ; and I was 
at once at home. I remained four months in the colony ; 
during which time, in company of Mr. Miles, I visited th^ 
missionary stations both of our own Society, and several oth- 
ers belonging to the Moravian brethren, and the Wesley an 
Methodists. My health and spirits, which had been affected 
by the dreadful scenes in Madagascjtf, the miseries of the 
voyage to the Mauritius, and the tempestuous passage to 
Cape Town, were much refreshed and gradually restored 
during these delightful and profitable excursions, which 
brought me acquainted with so many servants of the Lord, 
and afforded me opportunities of witnessing haw He pros- 
pers, in various ways, the work of their hands. 

On the 26th of March, 1829, 1 once more embarked, and 
in the Lord Amherst, East Indiaman, encountered my last 
voyage. There was a large and respectable party on board, 
from Calcutta, principally military, with whom I was enabled 
to pass the time pleasantly. We stopped six days at St. 
Helena, our captain having to deliver part of his cargo there. ' 
The seapview of this island is repulsive ; it appeared to me 
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like one vast^ black, craggy, volcanic cinder ; and I was 
powerfully reminded of the exclamation which Buonaparte 
is reported to have used when he came in sight of his future 
abode, " Is this the Promethean rock to which I am to be 
chained for life V* I could well conceive his horror of mind 
at such a prospect. Xiord Byron, in a little poem which he 
is said to have written on his last birth-day, seems to me to. 
have most ably expressed the awful and unenviable morbid 
state of the fallen emperor's mind, as well as the character 
of his own dark recollections and forebodings : — 

" 'Tis time this heart should be unmoved, . 

Since others it has ceased to move ; 
Yet, though I cannot be beloved. 

Still let me love. / 



** My days are in their yellow leaf. 
The flower, the fruit of love is gone ; 

The worm, the canker, and the grief, 
Are mine alone. 



<* The fire th^t on this bosom preys 

Is lone as some volcanic isle. 
No fire is kindled at its blaze, 

A funeral pile !" 

The governor, general Dallas, who resides in the most 
smiling part of this generalJy-frowning island, a few miles 
fi*om James Town, most obligingly invited me to the hospi- 
talities of Plantation House, during my short stay, and I 
availed myself of his kindness to spend two days with him, 
and his excellent lady, and family. Of course, I visited 
Longwood and Napoleon's grave. The latter is in the depth 
of a narrow, winding, green valley. He, 

** Who left a name at which the world grew pale. 
To i^int a m<Hral or adorn a tale," 

lies under a flat uninscribed stone, level with the grass, sur- 
rounded by plain iron railing. The spot itself is overshad- 
owed with weeping-willows, which bear the marks of many 
a petty theft by visitors. The beautiful horseshoe geranium 
blooms in profusion all round the inclosure ; and the flowers 
of this fragrant plant are not less templing, you may be sure^ 
to curious fingers, in spite of the tall veteran corporal who 
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keep8 watch over these treasures, having strict orders, as he 
says, to prevent spoliation. He is not indisposed to gratify 
well-intentioned people, and nobody need grudge the old man 
a trifle for one of his choice slips, for he truly seems to be of 
the right figure, age, and character, for such a scene ; his 
furrowed and expressive face indicating that he has been ac- 
quainted with strange days and strange things long gone by. 
A spring of pure water, close by the rails, bubbles up in a 
little well,* and, escaping over the edge, runs and sparkles 
along the valley, at the foot of the almost perpendicular hill. 

After weighing anchor and sailing from St. Helena, we 
had, on the whole, a comfortable voyage homeward. One 
day, indeed, near Ascension Island — where it was understood 
that a vessel had recently been captured by a pirate, most of 
the crew and passengers murdered, and the ship scuttled — ^no 
small stir was excited on board our vessel by the remarkable 
appearance and motions of a strange sail, which both our 
captain and the mate seemed convinced wa!s that of an 
enemy preparing and determined to attack us. Unfortunately 
we were not well provided for such a brunt. However, the 
best preparations, that the circumstances allowed, were made, 
and I doubt not, that all that courage could effect, would 
have been performed. Our military gentlemen put on their 
regimentals, and all assembled on the poop deck, as the stran- 
ger neared us, thus giving an imposing aspect to our vessel ; 
the suspected ship was evidently smaller than ours, but then, 
no doubt, if a privateer, as was supposed, she was fully sup- 
plied with all that the security of a profound peace had led 
us to dispense with. In due course the advancing vessel 
came within shot, when a large boat wai^ lowered fi'om her, 
and soon filled with stout fellows, unarmed, as far as we 
could see, and too good-looking to have mischief in their 
thoughts. They were presently alongside, and came on 
board of us, asked who we were, and told us that they were 
going out, on a sealing voyage, to the South Shetl^nds. They 
brought English newspapers of a late date, and afler an ex- 
change of civilities, rough, but hearty, they vi^ent away good 
friends to us, and we were quite content not to have found 
them enemies. 

On the 5th of June we landed at Deal. It would be idle 
to attempt to describe the mingled sensations, with which I 
once more touched my native soil ; gratitude and delight 
actually oppressed me. We slept at the inn, where, awaking 
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before daylight (though it was near midsummer), a momen- 
tary misgiving ran through my breast, and I asked myself, 
'* Is it true that I am in England ? And is not this a dream, 
from which I shall awake in some distant part of the world ?" 
It was no dream, but happy reality ; and I could say^^ after 
all my wanderings to and fro, and round the globe, ** This 
is my dear, my native land." Bless the Lord, O my soul ! 
and forget not all his benefits ! — ^From Deal we proceeded, 
next morning, to Margate, and surely never landscape ap- 
peared more beautiful to a human being than all the country 
did to me ; " the eye was never satisfi^ with seeing^ nor the 
ear with hearing," the rural sights and rural sounds which 
convinced my heart that I was at length got hcmie. The^ 
grass, the flowers, the trees, in gardens, fields, and hedge- 
rows, all English in color, and form, and fragrance— espe- 
cially the golden clusters of the laburnum, and the prodigality 
of " milk-white thorn" — ^reminded me of all that I had loved 
in youth, and was now again privileged to behold and enjoy 
after years of absence in strange climes. It was a simple 
feeling, but I could not refrain from requesting the post-boy 
to gather for me a branch of hawthorn, covered with bloom, 
for the luxury of nearer sight and livelier scent. 

I reached liondon in the evening of that day, June 6, 1829. 
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